THE 


THEATRE OF 


GODS IVDGE- 
MENT S: 


Remſed, and augmented. 


VVherein 1s repreſented the admirable 


juſtice of God againit all notorious ſinners, both 
grcat and ſmall, but eſpecially againſt the moft eminent 


perſons of the world , whoſe tranſcendent power 
breaketh thorow the barres of humane Tuſtice ; 
deduced by the order of the Com- 


mandements. 


' Colledfed out of Sacred, Eccleſiaſtical , and prophane 
Hiſtories Now thirdly printed, and encreaſed wi 
| many more Examples. 


' By the firſt Author thereof, T u ©: B x a  », Door 


of Diujaitic, and Preacher of the Word of God ja 
the Towne of Huntington. 
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TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFVLLI, 
Maſter Maior ,'the Aldermen, and Bur- 
geſles of the Towne of Hun 
..  rington, : 
2-222) Hom-to ſhould 7 rather dedi- 
BY cate this booke,than to you the 


VS il £4," 
Ce D) if 
BA - 


” hv 'principall Members /of | this 
| KP Corporation , wherein } baue 
a lucd thirty yeares complear, 
< A and haue painefully preached 
the Word of God onto you, aniHed my life with 
our ſcandall. But befides, there are diuers cauſes 
that moned me to dedicate it 7M you : Firft, to 
{bew my chankfulnes to all thoſe that ſtood faith= 
fully for me inthe late bufines of the Lefiure,not- 
withſtanding the oppoſition of ſome malignant (pi- 
rits, * Secoydly, This I being now old,and readieto 
lay down this earthly tabernacle,might leaue ſome 

lively monument behind me,that might preach Y1= 
£0 you when I am gon;that when ye read this booke 
youmay ſay,Behold, D.Beard being dead ſlilprea- 
cheth ypnto vs. Thirdly becauſe theſe Tudgements 
related in the booke, much concerne the fins of this 
towne, Which being a thorgw-faire (as all others 
of that kind) ſubieFt to many diſorders by the ba- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
fer ſort of people. Now 4s wee ſee, Murtherers 


hang ypon gibbets,t0 terrifie others from commit 
cing the liks fatts,ſo bere are thouſands,as it were 
bung -opon gibbets,to terrifie vs from theſe fins, 
and to bring ys to repentance. Goas quiuer is full 
of venomed arrowes, and his Bow alwayes bent, 
and when be ſbooteth there is no way to eſcape. My 
laſt reaſon why 1 dedicate it to you, M. Mator,is 
becauſe you were my ſcboller,and brought vp inmy 
bouſe, which muſt needs create in mee a greater 
lowe and affettion towards you. Now vnderſtand, 
that the Tudgements conteined in this booke do not - 
concerne thoſe that ſinne ont of weaknes aud infir- 
mity,bus of malice ard preſumption : againe, that 
cbough they hawe commitred thoſe finnes,yet if they 
repent they ſhall be freed from the Indeements : 
aud laltly, that though they eſcape theſe temporal 
plagues,yer if they doenas repent, they (babendure 
moſt horrible plagues in the world to come, which 
T beſeech the Lord to deliner you from. The Lord 

bleſſe and keepe you for eurrmure. 


: % 


Your louing Paſtor, 


The Preface. 


IF co auoid and cſchew vice (accor- 
ding tothe ſaying of the Poet) be 
> || achicfe vertuc, and as it were the ' 
/A\ | farſt degree of wifedome ; then it - 

EP | is a neceſſary point, to know what 
— S vice & vertue 1s,and todiſcerne the 
euilland good which cither of them bring forth, to 
the end ro beware leſt we dafh our ſelues ynawares 
againſt vice inſtead of vertuc, and be caught with 
the deceitfull baits thereof. For this cauſe the great 
and famous Philoſopher, about to lay open the na- 
ture of moral vecconeny to that knowledge 
and light which nature afforded him)conrented nor 
himſelfwith a fimple narration of thepropertics,eſ- 
ſence,& obieRt of them, but oppoſed to euerie ver- 
rue on cach fide the contrarie and repugnant vice;to 
theend that at the ſight of them, being ſo out of 
ſquare,ſo hurttul,&c pernirious, vercue it ſelfe might 
be more admirable, and in greater eſteem. And for 
this cauſc alſo God himſelfe, our ſoucraigne 8 per- 
fect lawgiuer, that he might faſhion & fit" vs to the 
mould of true & ſolid vertue, vſcth ofttcr negatiue 
prohibitions than afhrmatiue commandments in his 
law ; to the end aboueall things to diftraft & turne 
vs from cuilt; whercunto we are of our ſelues too 
A iiij to0 


| 


A LES, 7 
_ YL _— — 


The Preface. 


too much inclined. Andas by this,meane fin is diſ- 
couered and made knowne vnto vs,1o is the puniſh- 
ment alſo of (in ſet before our eyes, by thoſe threat- 
nings and curſes which arc there denounced:to the 
end that whom the promiles of life and ſaluation 
could not allure and perſuadeto doe well, them the 
feare of puniſhment (whidh followeth fin as a ſha- 
dow doth the body)might bridleand reftrain from 
giuing them ouer to impictie. Now then if the verie 
chrearnings oughtro ſerue for ſuch good vſe, ſhall 
not the exccutionand performance of them ſerue 
much more? to wit, when the tempeſt of Gods 
wrath is not only denounced, but alſo thrown down 
effeQually vpon the, heads of the mightie ones of 
the world, when they are diſobedient and rebelli- 
ous3gainſt God, And hereupon the Prophet ſaith, 

That when Gods judgements are wpon earth, then the 

Inhabitants learne juſtice, And doubtleſle itis moſt 

true, that cuery one ought to reap profit to himſelfe 

by ſuch examples,as wellthem which are preſented 

daily to their view by experience, as them which 
haue bin done intimes paſt,and are by benefit of hi- 
ſtorie preſerued from obliuion. And in this regard 
hiſtoric isaccounted averie neceſfaric and profita- 
ble thing, for that in recalling ro minde the truth of 
things paſt, which otherwiſe would be buried in (- 
lence,it ſetteth before vs ſuch effes(as wa rnings 8 
admonitions touching good and euill) and layech 
vertue and vice ſo naked before our eyes, with the 
puniſhments or rewards iuflited or beſtowed vpon 
the followers of cach of them, that it may iuſtly be 
called an caſic and profitable apprentiſkip or ſchole 
as for 


The Preface. 
for euery man to learne to ger wiſedome atanother 
mans coſt; Hence it is that Hiſtorie is termed ofthe 
antienrPhitoſophers, 7 he recor 4 andreeifter of Time, 
thelight of T ruth,andihe miſtreſſe and looking-elaſſe 


of mans lift - infomuch as vader the perſon ot ano- 
ther man it _teachethrand; inſtrucettraltrthoſe:chac 


applic their minds vnto-it,ro.goucrne Era theme 


ſclues vertuouſly and honeſtiyin thiis htc Where- 
fore they deſferue great praiſe and commendation, 
that haue taken paines-to inrolle and put in writing 
the memorable ads andoccurrents of their.times, 


rocommunicate the: ſame.totheir/poſteritie : tor 


there the high and wonderfull warkes of God doe 
moſt clecrely , and as irwere to the view, preſent 
rhemſeclues,as his juſticeand proutdence-: whereby 
albeithe guideth and direQteth eſpecially his own, 
ro wit, thoſe that in aſpeciall and ſingular manner 
worſhip and truſt in him (as by the ſacred hiſtories, 
couching the ſtate and gouernment of the antient 
and primitiue Church, it may appeare) yet he cea- 
ceth not for all that to ſtretch the arme of his pow- 
er ouer all, and to handle and rule the prophane and 
ynbclecuing ones at his pleaſure ; for he hath a ſo- 
ueraighe empire and predominance oner all the 
world, And vato him belongeth the direction and 
principall conduRt of hamane matters, in ſuch ſorr 
that nothing in the world commeth ro paſſe by 
chance or aduenture, but onely and alwaics by the 
preſcription of his will ; according to the which he 
ordereth and diſpoſeth by a ſtrait and dire& mori- 
on,as well the generall as the particular,and that af- 
tcra ſtrange and admirable otder; And this a man 

" may 


The Preface, 


may perceiue, ifhe would bur marke and conſider 
the wholebodie, buteſpecially the end and iffue of 
things: wherein the great and meruailous vertues 
of God,as his bounty, juſtice, and power, doe moſt 
cleerly (hine ; when heexalterh and fauoreth ſome, 
and debaſethatd frownerh vpon others , bleſſerh. 
and ptoſpercth whoop he pleaſe, and'on the contra. 
rie,curſerb-and deſtrorethowhomhbe pleaſe,and that 
deſcrueit. Itisheealſo-whHich ereteth. principali- 
ties, and which maintaineth commanywealths, king- 
demes, and empires,vntilby the ſium and werght of 
their iniquitiesthey finke themfelncs inco'ruine and 
deſtriRtion. And hetein is he glonfied by theexe- 
cution of his moſt juft and righteousjudgements, 
when the wicked,after the long abufe of his lenitie, 
benignirie; and patience, doe receiue the wages and: 
reward of their iniquities. Inthis(I ſay once againy 
ſhineth out the wonderfull and incomprehenfible 
| wiſedome of God, when by the due ordering of 
things ſo different andſo many, he commeth ſtill to 
one andthe ſame marke which he once preſcribed, 
co wit, the puniſhment of the world according to 
their demerits. Andrhis ſame is moſt manifeſt and 
apparant cuen in the hiftories of prophane Writers, 
albeit in their purpoſe ir was neuer intended nor 
thought vpon, noryet regarded almoſt of any thar 
read theſame , men contenting themſelues for the 
moſt part with the fimple recitalofthe ſtory, there- 
1n te take pleaſure and paſſe away time,without re- 
ipeRQing any further matter : Notwirhſtanding the 
true and principall vic of their writings onghtto 
be, diligently ro marke the effects of Gods proui- 

dence 
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The Prefaces 

dence and of his juſtice, whereby to learne to con- 
raine our ſelues withinthe bounds of modeſtie and 
the teare of God , ſeeing that they which haue car- 
ricd themfelues any thing vprightly in equity, tem- 
perance,and other naturall vertues , haue beene in 
ſome ſort ſpared z and the reſt (bearing the puniſh- 
ment of their iniquities) haue fallen into ruine and 


deſtruction. 
This conſideration ought to perſuade euery man 


co turne from euill, and to follow that which is 
good, ſeeing that the Lord ſheweth himſclfe ſo in- 
cenſed againſtall them which lead a wicked, dam- 
nable, and peruerſclite. Andthis is the cauſe why 
I, hauing noted the greatand horrible puniſhments 
wherewith the Lord in moſt righteous judgement 
hath ſcourged the world for finne,according to that 
which is contained as well inſacred as prophanchis 
ſtories ; hauing gathered them together, and ſorted 
them one after another intheir ſeucrall roomes, ac- 
cording to the diucrfitie of the offences, and order 
and courſe of time, which as neerc as I couldI en- 
deauoured tofollow, tothe end to lay downe, as. it 
were in one table, and vnder one aſpect,the great and 
fearefull judgements of God vpon themthat haue 
rebelled or repugned his holy will., Andhis Idoe 
aot with m_ rocompreheod them all (forthar 
were notonely. difficult, but impoſſible 9; buttolay 
open the moſt notable and remarkeable. arcs that 
cametomy knowledge. to, the end that the moſt 
wicked, diffolate; and diſordored fingers, that yvith 
-looſe reines runne ftercely after their lyſtifthe.ma- 
lifeſt tokens: of Gods ſcuggitle: preſented hetors 
ir 


The Preface. 
their eyes do not touch them, yet the cloud and 
mulcitude of examples, through the fight of the in: 
cuitable anger and vengeance of God vpon evuillli- 
vers, might terrific and ſomewhat curbe them, Pers 
jurers, Idolaters, Blaſphemers, and other ſuch wic- 
ked and prophane wretches, with murderers, whore- 
monegers, adulrerers, rauiſhers,and tyrans, ſhall here 
ſee by the miſchict that hath fallen vpontaeirlikes, 
thar which hangeth before their eyes, and is readie 
tolay hold of them alſo, Foralbeit for a time they 
{lcepe in their ſinnes and blindeneſle, delighting in 
their pleaſures, and taking ſportin cruelries'and evil 
deeds, yet they draw after them the line:wheriwith 
(being more enſnared thanthey were'aware) they 
are taken and drawne to their finall deſtruction, 
And this may teach and aduertiſe both thoſe 
that'are not yer-obſtinate in- their finnes, to bring 
themſelues to ſome amendment ; and thoſe that 
feare God alreadie, to ſtrengthen and encourage 
them in the purſuit and continuance in their good 
courſe, Forif God ſhew himſelte ſo ſeuercarcuen- 
gcrofthcir {insrhat take pleaſure in diſpleaſing him, 
there is no doubt but on the contrary hee will ſhew 
himſclte bountifull, gratious,and liberall in rewar- 
ding all them according to his promife which ſceke 
to pleaſe hirh,and conforme their lives vato his wil. 
Great and ſmall,yong and old,men and women,and 
all other,of what degree and condition ſocucr, may 
here learae at other mens charges, how: rogouerne 
themſclies in dutie towards God, /ind berwint 
themſclues, by'a holicandvnblameable life ih) oui- 
tualFpeace and'vnitie ; and by ſhunning and' ef- 
chewing 
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chewing finne, againſt the which God ( amoſt uſt 
Tudge) poureth forth his vengeance, cucn vpon the 
heads of them that arc guiltie thereof. Befide,here 
is ample matter and argument to ſtopthe mourhes 
of all Epicures and Atheiſts of our age,and to lcaue 
them confounded in their errours, ſeeing thar ſuch 
and fo many occurrents and puniſhments are mant- 
feſt proofes, thatthere is a Godaboue thatguideth 
the ſterne of the world, and that taketh care of hu- 
mance matters,and that is inft in puniſhing the vnjuft 
and malicious, Againe, whereas ſo much euill, and 
ſo many ſins haucreigned and ſwayed ſolong time, 
and do yet reigne and ſway vpon the earth, we may 
behold the huge corruption and peruerſitic of man- 
kind,and the rotrenfruits of that worme-eatenroor; 
Originall ſin : when we are notdireted nor guided 
by the holy Spirit of God, but left vnto our owne 
nature. And hereby true faithfull Chriſtians may 
take occaſion ſo much the more toacknowledge the 
reat mercie & ſingular fauorof God toward them, 
in thatthey being recciued to mercic, arerenewed 
toa better conuerſation of life than others. In brief, 
a man may here learne (it he be notaltogether yoid 
ofjudgement and vnderſtanding) to haue fin in ha- 
tred and deteſtation, conſidering the wages and re- | 
ward thereof ; and how the juſtice of God purſueth 
!t continually, cuen to the extreameſt execution, 
which is both ſharpe and rigorous. 

Touching the word 14dzemerr, I haue imitated 
the language ofholy Scripture : wherein as the or- 
dinances and Commandementsof God arc 05 

Iuage- 
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Iudgements, becauſe in them is contained nothi 
but chat which is juſt, right, and equal! : ſo likewiſe 
the puniſhments inflited by God vpon the deſpi.. 
ſers of his Commandements are called by the ſame 
name, as in Exod. 6. 6. 2 Chronic. 20. 12.0 22.8. 
Ezech.5.8.& 11.9. and cl{ewhere, becauſe they 
alloareas iuſt as the former, proceeding from 
none other fountaine ſauethe moſt righteous 
judgement of God , whereof none 


can complaine but vn- 
juſtly. 
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The names of the, Authours from 
whom the moſt part of the examples contained 


in this booke are collected. 
MY” and other [a- Saluſtins. 
cred Writers. Suctonins. 
Tertullian. Corn. Tacitus. 
Cyprian. Amm. Marcellinus. 
Enſebius. Tuſtinns. 
Socrates, Theodovet, Emtroptus. 
Sozomenes. Zampridins. 
Nicephor. Ruffinus. Spartianus. 
_ Sides, Flanius Yopiſcus. 
Chryſoſtome. Cuſpimanus. 
Luthey. Oroſius. ' 
Tiyricus. CANS. 
Heroabtus. Gregor. Turoxenſts. 
Thucydides. Anton. Yolſcas. 
Doo. Halycarnaſſeas, Paulus Diaconus. 
Diodorgs Siculus. Luitprandus. 
Polybeus. Plutarch. Olaus magnus Gothus. 
Herodias. Dyon, Sabellicus. 
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| Tit. Lamins. Alexander ab Alexanare. 
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Taz Finer Boorn, 


OFTHE WORTHY AND 


memorable Hiſtories of the great and maruelous 


Iudgements of God ſent vpon the World fortheir 


mi{dceds againſtthe Commandements of the 
firſt and ſecond Table. 


< 


 CHAP.I, 
" Touching the Corruption and Peraerſitie of this 
World, how great it is, 


B29 V EN as one that taketh plea- 
9 £S ſureto behold a pleaſant and delightſom 
place, a piece of ground couered and 
Q ) painted with all manner of fine flowers, 
) , 2y 2 garden decked, and as it were cloatlicd 
Sy With exquiſit plants angafruitfull trees, 1s 
—— much grieued ſo ſoon as he percciueth all 
=! 85. this beautic and pleaſure ſuddenly to be 
withercd and {cortched by the violence of ſome outragious tem- 
paſt: or it he be conſtrained to caſt his eyes from them, vpon ſome 
other place by, all craggie and partched, tull of briers and bram- 
bles. Inlike ſort, a man cannot chuſe but be ſore grieued and di(- 
content , when hee beholdeth on the one ſide the wholeſome 
hghr of the Sunne, hereby the heauens do many wayes _ 
CAACLY 
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The cauſe of Vice . ThaTheatreof 
their fauors vpon this World, gloriouſly to aduance it ſe]te: on the 


other {ide hee percemeth ſuch an arniy of thicke clouds and pal- 
pablc darkncle, from whence ſuch a number ct di(orders and hur- 
Iiburliesdoarife, that molt ſtrangely disfgure thetace of the whole 
world : when that hee which ought tobegentle and peaccable, 1s 
become miſchieuous 2gd quarrelions: in ſtead of beeing trueand 
ſingle hearted, diſloyall and deccitfull : in ſtesd of beeing modeſt, 
well gouerned , and. courtcous, 15 proud, cruc]], and dilloJute ; 
in ſtead of cn of God, ſeruethhis ownehumours and atte&i- 


ons: Which kinde of behauiour is too common and vſuall ; for 


chereis not any kinde of wickedneſſe which is not found in this 
ranke, Vngodlineſſeyomitech vp his furie together with inu- 
ſtice, 1n thoſe men of whome it is ſaid, There 7 none that vn- 
derſtandeth or ſecksth after God:their throat isan operfepulchre,they 
wſe deceit in their tongues, the poyſon of eAſpes is vader tneir lippes, 
they hane nothing in their mouthes but curſing andbitterieſſe, their 
feet are ſwift to ſhed bloud : deſtruition and miſery is in their waies: 
ard they have nothnowne the way of peace : In ſumme,, rhe feare 
of God #5 not before their eyes, From whence it commeth, that be- 
ing not reſtrained by any bridle, like vntamed colts broke looſe, 
they giue the full {winge to their bold and violent afte&ions, 
running fiercely toall filchinetle and miſchicfe : and beeing thus 
enraged, fome of them, with hormble blaſphemies ( moſt villas 
noully) ſpeake and doe in deſpight of God, and denie him 
that created them, and ſent them into the World : Othersarenot 
Mhamed to bce open forſwearcs of themſclues , violaring and 
breaking euerie promiſe, withour regard of faith or honeſtic. O- 
thers, as they are of cruclland bloudienatures , ſo they doe not 
ceaſe to exerciſe, theſe their natures by outragious practiſes; to 
ſome of them Whored6mes and adulceries arenoJmore eſteemed, 
than as ſports and paſtimes, whereof they boaſt and vant them- 
(clues: to'anothersort, coulenings, extortions, and roberics, are 
ordinarie exerciſes, whereof they make their beſt occupations. 
All which ewilz areſo common and fo vſuall at this time amongſt 
men, that the World ſeemerh truely to bee nothing elſe but an oce- 
an full of. hidious monſters, or athicke forreft fall of ctheeues and 
zobbers, or ſore horrible wilderneſſe wherein the inhabirants oF 
C 


Coas Tudgements. 


che earth, being ſavage and vnnaturall , void of ſence andreaſon, 
arc transforned into bruite beafts , ſome like Tygres or Lyons, 0- 


” thers like Wolues or Foxes, othets like Dopges and Swire ; Oh 
ſinfall nation (would the man of God ſay jt he liued ar this houre) 1fay 14+ 


apeople laden with miquitie, a ſeed of the wicked, corrupt children, 
they hane forſaken the Lora, they hawe pronoked the holy one of 1/> 
ract to anger, The noble and high minded are proud to diſdaine the 
lower, and readie alwaiesto ſnnte them; making their countenance 
pale with vices and oathes : the magiſtrate parciall and full of 
þribes, ouerthrowech equitie » the marchant couctous and deſi- 
rous of gaine, remembrech not Jus integritie: nor the labourer his 
ſiuplicitie. And fo vertue 1n moſt men lycth buried, pietie ba- 
niſhed, juſtice oppretled, and honeftie troden vnder foor: inſuch 
fort, that all things being as it were ouerthrown and turned vplide 
done, men (| i, ewll of good, and good of emll , acgounting 
darkneſlelight,and Jight darkenelle, Tower ſweet, and ſweet ſow- 
er. And by ſuch diſorder it commeth topalle, that the. molt vertu- 
ous are deſpiſed, whileſt naughtic-packes and vicious fellowes are 
eſteemed and made much of, | IE <= 


CHAP, II. 
What the cauſe is of the great oyer flow of Vice 
in this age. 


23 F we would comlider from whence it is that 


$9 SV OC (which are theſe wherein we ue) [niquity 
ſhall 62 encreaſed, And herein we ſnall perceiueeuen the juſt venge- 
ance of Ged tolight vponthe malice and vnthankfulnedle of nien. 
to whom when he would dray necre,todoe good vnto by offering 
them the cleere lighc of his favour, the more they ſtrive to alienate 
and keepethemclues aloofc from him, and are ſofarrefrom being 
5 oe. EEE... 


inthis age; 


the ſonne of God) That i» the /ater daies Mat.24.12. 
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falleth roche ground; ſothus ſhip being depriucd of her gOuernory 


bettered thereby, that they ſhew cheniſeluesa great deale more ma- 
licious and ebſtinate than euer they did berore: not vnlike tothoſe 
who by nature being bleare eyed, ang tender{ighted,arerather da- 
:1cd and dimmed by the Sun beaines,thanany wayes enlightened: 
ſo inen 1n ſtead of growing better, grow worle, andeuery day add 
ſome increale to their wickednclle : zo whom alſo many great men 
giue elbow-roome and permiſſion to {inne, whilelt juſtice ſlumbe- 
reth, and the not puniſhing of miſaccds giuerh them libertie and 
boldnclle tocommir cheir wickednelle:ſothat ſome of theſe migh- 
tic ones ſhew themſclues bur litcle better chan the other. A mi{chief 
to be lamenced aboue the reft , drawing aftcr it an horrible oucr- 
flow of all euils, and like a violenc ſtreame ſpoyling eucrie where 
as it goeth: when as they that ought to gouerne the ſterne of the 
Commonwealth, letall go atrandome, (uffering themſelues to be 
rocked aſlcepe with the talſe and deceitfull lullabie of effarminate 
plcaſures and delights of the fleſh ; or at leaft letting themſclues 
be carried headlong by the tempeſt of their owne ſtrong and furi- 
ous paſlions, into imminent danger of ſhipwrecks : when as their 
carctull watchfulnefle and modettic, accompanied with the traine 
of other goodand commendable vertues, ought to ſerue them for 
ſailscables,ankrs,mafts,& skuttles, whereby ro gouerne and direct 
the Velle] whoſe ftcerſeman they arcappointed, and thoſe that are 
their charge,to whomthey ought to giue a good example of life, 
andto be yntothem asit werea glafle of vertue: for they are ſet a- 
loft as1t were vpon a ftage, to be gazed at of euery conuner. Their 
faults and vices are like fouR ſpotsand ſcars in the face, which can- 
not by any meanes be hid. And thereforcthey oughtto be cereful 
to lead an honelt and ventuous life, that thereby they mi ghe per- 
ſuadeand mouethe meaner ſort of people to dothe like : For it is a 
true ſaying ofthe Philoſopher, Like Prince /the People ;infomuch 
that euery one deſireth to frame himſelſe according tothe humour 
of his ſuperior, whoſe wil and manners ſerue ſimply for a law to do 
euill: cothe whichmen vlc by raking any occalion too haſtily to 
glucthemſclues oner with too much libertie: whereupon followerh 
an vnrecouerableruine,no lctlethan the fall of a great houſe, which 
tor want of pillarsand ſupporters that ſhould vphictd it , ſuddenly 
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Gods Indetments, in this age, 


4 {er looſe and layed open to themercie of the waves, violence of G 
windes, 2nd rage of teimpeſts, withoutany direction or gouerne= 
men: ; ard ſo the bodie of mannort hauing any morethe light of 
his ox:.2 0/03,0biderh in aarkenefle all blinded,not abie to do any 
ching that 18 rizat and good, bur readie cuery minute to tall into 
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(o:ae pic, And this 1s the peruerlitie and corruption of this world, 


GIEAP T1 
That Great men which will not abide to be admoni{hed of their 
fanits, cannot eſcape puniſhment by the hand of God. 
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N this poore and micrable eftate enery 
an rockech hunſelte a{leepe, and flacte- 
rech his ownehunor,cuerie man purtuetk 
his accuſtomed courſeot life, with an ob- 
ſtinate minde to doe cmll: yea many of 

a choſethat haue power and aurhoritie ouer 

| —}. others, according as they are endued and 

PR CL periuadcd with a toolih conceit of chem- 

ſelues, make chem{c]ues belecue, that for them eucry thing 1s laws 
full, and chat they may do whatſoeuer they pleaſe ; neuer imagt- 
ning, that they fhall giue vp an account of their actions, to recewue 
any chaftiſcment or correction for themzeuen as though there were 
no God at all thatdid beheld them. And being thus abuled by this 
yaine and fickle ſecuritie, they ſwim in their f1ns,and plunge org 

{clues ouer head and eares in all kind of ſenſualitie ; ging hearrie 
welcome and entertainment to all that approueand applaud their 

manners,and that ftudie to feed and els their humor. Ascontra- 
r1wite none lefle welcome vnto them), than they thar tell them. of 

their faults, & contradict them neuer ſo little ; for they cannot abide 
1n any caſe co be reproued,whatſocuer they do. And now adays eue- 
ry baſe companjon will forſooth torme and fume as ſoon,jt he be 
reproued ot a taulr, as if he had receiued the greateſt wrong in the 
world : ſo much is euerie man pleaſed withhimfelfe,and putfed vp 
with his owne vices and tooliſh vanities. And what ſhould a man 
do inthis caſe? Jr is as hard to redretle theſe orcat miſchicfs,as if WC 
Gould go about to fttopang hinder the couric ot a mighrice ſtreame 
B 1j chere 
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Great men cannot 
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there wazre the banke or cauſey is broken downe : if it be not by 
aÞolying extreme and deſperate medicines,25 to deſperate diſeaſes, 
whichare as it were giuen uuer by the Phylitian, and to the which 
a ligirt purgation will doe no good. For as for adinonitions and 
warnings, chey arenot a whit regarded : but they that ge them, 
arederided or laughed to ſcorne, or renled for their labors. What 
mutt we therefore do ? it 1snecetlarie rhar we allay by all n:eans co 
bring theſemen (if it be poſſible) ro ſome nodettie and teare of 
God ; which 1f ir cannot be done by willing and gentle meanes, 
force and violence mult be vſcd to plucke chem our of the fire of 
Gods wrath, to the endthey be not conſumed: if nor at all, yer at 
lealt choſe thar are nor growneto that height of tubbornetle, and 
of whomthere is yer lett ſome hope of amendment. For euen as 
when a Capraiue hath not preuailed by ſummoning acitcto yeeld 
vp it ſclte, he by and by placech his cannon againit their walls , to 
purthem1n feare:I'5 ke ſort muſt we bring forthapainſt the proud 
and high minded men of this world , an armieot Gods terrible 
judgements throwne downe by his mighrie and puilJant hand vp- 
the wicked, moreterrible and tearetull chanall rhe roaring canons 
or double canons in the world, whereby the moſt 9a, are de- 
ſtroyed arid conſumedeuen in this lite, all cheir pride and power, 
how great ſocuer it be, being not able to turne backe the vengeance 
of God trom lighting vpon their heads, to their veter deſtrution - 
and contulion, Andit is manifeſt by infiniteexamples. Now be- 
Eauſe that the nature of meh 1s fle(}.ly,and giuen ro be touched with 
thingstharare preſented beiore their taces, or hath becne done be 
fore ume 1t 15 a more forc;ble more to 'ftirthem vp, chan that 
which as yer cannot be made manifeſt, bur 1s ro come. The:efore 
1 pmpoſec here to ſer downe the great and tearctull judgements 
wherewith God hath alreadie plagued many in this world, efpeci- 
ally them of high degree: whole example wil ſerue for a glatſe both 
tor cheſe that hue now, or ].al live hereafter. Andto the end that 
the juſtice of God may more clcerely appeare and ſhew i (che in 
ſuch ſtrange euents ; betore we go any turther , we will run oucr 
cerraine necctiarie pounts concerning thus matcer, 


CHAP. 
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How the Tuſtice of God is more enidently declared vpon the 
mighty ones of ths world. than vpon any 
other,and the cauſe why, _ 


Feing then thattheſe men are more guiltie and 
culpableof {inne than any other, they deſerue 
ſo much a more grieuotis puniſhment, by how 
much their miſdeeds are more grieuous : for 
doubtles There is 4 God that indgeththe earth, Pfil. 58.11; 
(as che Pſalmiſt ſaith) who as he 1s bewigneand 

— merciful cowards thoſc thatfeare and obey him, 

ſo he will not ſutferiniquitic to go vnpuniſhed ; Th & he (ſaith 

the Prophet) chat executerh inſtice nercie, and mdgement wponths 
earth : for if it be the dutie of an earthly Prince, to exerciſe not 
only clemency & genclenelle,bur alſo ſharpncile and ſeueritythere- 
by by puniſhing and chaſitiſing maletactors, to ſuppretleall difor- 
ders in the commonweal:h ; then 1s it very neceflary,that the juſtice 
of our great God, to whom all ſoueraign ruleand authority belone 
perth, and who is the Iudge ouer all the world, ſhould either mant- 
telt it ſelfe 1n this world, or in the world to cone : andchiefely to- 
wards chem which are in the highett places of account, who being 
more hardened & bold to ſin,do as boldly exempr themſclues from 
all corretions and puniſhments due vnto them, being alrogether 
vnwilling to be ſubjeGt ro any order of juſtice or law whatſocuer : 
and Fs by how much che more they cannot be puniſhed b 
man, and that humane lawes can lay no hold vpon them ſo rh 
the rather God hiniſelfe becommerh executioner of his owne Iu- 
ftice vpon their pates : and in tuch ſort , that cuery 1nan may per- 
cciuc his hand o be vpon them. Ler any adueilitie or affliftion 
light vpona man of low degree,or which 1s pucte and delolate,no 
man conlidereth of it rightly ; but talk1vg thereof, men ceaſe not 
t0 11z1pure che caule of this poore ſoules n 1terie, cirher to pouertie, 
or want of ſuccor, or ſome other ſuch ike cauſe, Tj.ererore if any 
B uj. ſuch 
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ſuch be in griefe, or by chance fallen into ſome pit and drowned, 
or robbed and killed inthe way by theeues : ſtraighrway this is the 
ſaying of the world, Thatit commeth thus to patle, either becauſe 
he was alone without companie, or deftitute 0 es or not well 
looked to and regarded : and thus they paſle ouer thematter, B 
as concerning great men, when they arcany way afflicted, no ſuch 
prerencesor excuſes can be alledged; ſecing they want neither Ser- 
uants to atrend vpon them, nor any other meanes of helpe to ſuc- 
cour them: therefore when theſe men are ouertaken and ſurpriſed 
with any great cuill , which by no meanes they can eſchew , and 
when cheir bold and wicked enterpriſes are purſued and concluded 
with ſtrange and lamentableeuencs, in this we muſt acknowledge 
an eſpecial hand of God, who can intangle & pull down the prou- 
deſt and arroganceſt Hethar hues, and thoſe whom the world fea- 
rechro meddlcwithal. Theſe proud gallants are they againft whom 
God diſplaiech his banner of power more openly, than againſt 
meaner and baſer perſons; becauſe theſe poore ſoules finde often: 
times totheir paines, that they are puniſhed without cauſc,and tor- 
mented and vexed by thoſe tyrants, not hauing committed any of- 
fence at all, ro deſerue it : wheras (as Philip (mine ſaith) who dare 
be ſo boldas tocontroll orreprehend a King and his fauorits,or to 
make enquirie of his miſdeeds: or — made inquilition of 
them, who dare preſumeto enformethe Iudge thereof? Who dare 
ſtand vp to — them ? who dare it downeto judgethei ? Nay 
whodare take knowledge of them ? and laſtly, Who dareallay to 
punith chem ? Seeing chen in this caſe , that our worldly: juſtice 
hath her hands bound bchinde her from executing that which is 
right ; ir muſt needs be that the ſo11eraigne Monarch of heauen and 
earth ſhould mount vp mto his Throne of Iudgemenc, and from 
thence giue his definitiue vnchangeable ſentence,to dcliuer vp the 
moſt guilty and hainous(inners to thoſe pains and torments which 
they haue deſcrued ; and that after a ſtrange and extraordinaric 
manner, which may ſcrue tor an cxawple co all others, 


CHAP, 


EHAP.V. 
How all men, both by the Law of God and Nature, 
are inexcuſable in their ſinnes, 


2 Ow tothe end that no man ſhould pretend ig- 

EIA eorance for an excuſe, God hath beſtowed vp- 
on euerie one a certaine knowledge and judge- 
© ment of good and euill, which being naturally 
Sl cngranenin the tables of mans heart , is com- 
I monly called che Law of Nature: whereby cuc- 
rie mans owne conſcience -giuerh ſufhcient to- 
ſtimonie vnto it ſelfe, when in his moſt ſecret thoughts it cither 
accuſeth or excuſech him: for there is not a man liuing,which doth 
not know in his owne heart, that he doth ancuill deed when hee 
wrongeth another, "ones 4 hee had neuer beene inflruced elſe- 
whercin that point. So,although that in T arquinizs ſuperb time 
( (*cero ſaith) there was no written Law cftabliſhed in Rome, for- 
bidding the rauiſhing and deflouring of wiues and virgins, yet the 
wicked ſonne of this T arquine was not therefore lefle guiltic of an 
hainous crime, when contrarieto the Law of Nature hee violently 
robbed Lacrece of her chaſtitie; for no mancan beignorant, that 
it 15 a moſt grieuous crime tolay (iegeto the chaſtirie of a married 
woman, with ſuch outrage : and ſo the whole people of Rome did 
cſteeme of it, as a crime moſt wicked, ſtrange, and incollerable,and 
worthie of gricuous puniſhment. Euerie man knoweth thus much, 
that he ought not todothatto another , which he would not ano- 
ther ſhould doto hum: which ſentencethe Emperor Sexer#us made 
alwaies co be ſpoken aloud, and declared by the ſound of thetrum- 
pet, inthe way of aduertiſement, as often as puniſhment was taken 
vpon any offendor, as if it were a general Law pertaining to all 
men. This is thatequitieand juſtice which oughe to be ingraffed 
18 our hearts, and whereof nature her ſelfe is the ſchoolemiſtreſle: 
from this fountaineall humane and ciuill Lawes arederiued : if we 
had nor rather ſay that they are deriued fromchac true ſpring of «- 
quitte, which is in the Law of God, which Law he hath giuen fora 
Plaine and tamuliar maniteſtationof his iwill, as 6 
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and reaſonable things, touching che ſeruice, honour, and gplorie 
which is duc vnto himſelfe, and che mutual Curie, triend{}up, and 
good will, which mcn owe one to another: whereunto he exhor- 
teth andenticech cuery one by faire and gracious pronnſes, and for- 
biddeth the contrarie by great and terriblethreateuungs (10 gentle 
and mercifull his he cowards vs, and del'rous of our good.) T his is 
that Law which was publiſked before the faceof morechan (ix hun- 
dred thouſand perſons, with the mighticand reſounding noyſe of 
Trumper, with earthquake, fire, and ſmoake, and with thunders 
and lightenings, to maken;en n:orc artentuc to heare ; and more 
prepared co receiue it with all humnlitie,feare,and reuerence,andal- 
{o to put thein in minde,that if they were diſobedient and rebelli- 
ous, he wanted no power and abilitic to puruſh them for he hath 
lightening, thunder, and fire, prepared inſtruments to execute his 
juit vengenance, which no creature vnder heauen is able to auoid, 
when by che obſtinat rranſgreſſion of wicked nen he 15 prouoked 
to anger & indignation againſt chem. Thus 1s that holy law which 
hath bin ſet forth by the Prophets ; by the rule whereof , all cheir 
warnings, exhortings, and reprouings haue been ſquared, To this 
Law, the onely begotten ſonne of God, our Sautour and Redcemer 
Teſus Chriſt, conformed his moſt holy doEtrine; bringing men to 
the true vic & obſeruation thereof, from which they had declined, 
and whereof he is theend, theſcope, and perte&t accompliſhment; 
ſo that ſo far 1t isthat a Chriſtian man may be ignorant of it, and 
haueit in contempr, that none can,be counted and repured a true 
Chriſtian, it he tramenor his life by the rulethereof ; if not fully, 
yet at leaſt as far forth as he is able : otherwiſe, whata ſhame andre- 
proch 1s it for men to cal themiſe]ues by the name of Gods children, 
Chriſtians, and Catholiques, and yet to do every thing clean con- 
traric to the will of God, to make no reckoning of his Law,to lead 
adifloluce and diſordered lite, and to be aseuill, if not worſe than 
the vileſt mifcreants and Infidels in the world ? God willeth and 
requireth that he alone ſhould be worſhipped and prayed vnto z 
and yer the greater part of the world are Jdolaters, and full of ſu- 
perltition, worlthip Images, ftickes, and ſtones, and pray tO Crea- 
tures, 1n ſtead of the Creator, God forbiddeth vs to {weare by his 
Nang 1n vaine; and yet what 15140te rife than that ? ſo that a man 
call 
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can heare nothing elſe but oathes and blaſphemies. Many for the 
leait cr:ifie in the world ſhcke nor to ſweare and torſweare them- 
(clues. God forbidderh their, murther, adulterie, and falſe witnelle 
berring, and yet nothing ſo common as backburings, ſlanders,for- 
geries,talſe reports, whoredomes, couſenings,robberies, extortions, 
and all manner of enuies and enmities. God hath commanded, 
that we loue our neighbours as our ſelues ; but we in ſtead of loue, 
hare, deſpiſe, and ſeeke ro procure the hurt and danumage of. one 
another, not regarding any thing but our owne peculiar profit and 
aduantage. Is not thisa manifeſt and profeſt difobedience, and in- 
rollerablc rebellion againft our Maker ?2 Whar child 1s therethat 1s 
not bound to honuur and reuerence his father ? Wharx ſeruanc, that 
1s nor bound to obey his maſter,and to do all that he fhal wil him ? 
Whar ſubje&, tharis nor tied in ſubje&ion to his Prince and ſoue- 
raigne ? Yet there 1s not one which wil not confetle,yea and ſweare 
too with his mouth, Thar God is his Lord and Father. Which it it 
be crue, whar 1s then the cauſe that in ſtead of ſeruing and plealing 
him, they do nothing elſe bur diſplcaſe and offend his Majeſtic ? 
Is not this the way to prowoke his wrath, and ſtir vp his indignatt- 
on againſt chem ? Is it any merualle if he be incenicd with 'avger, 


if he be armed with reuenge,and ſendabroad his cruel ſcourges vp-, 


on thecarch , to ſtrike and whip it withall ? Js it any wonder, if 
he pile vp the wicked ones on heapes, and ſhoot our his reuengeful 
arrowes againſt them, and make chem drunken with cheir owne 
bloud, on his ſword of Juſticeas ſharpeas araſor, topuniſh 
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thoſc Repels that hauc rebelled ag uinit him ? for Vengeance 1s Mine Heut.32. 39. 


(ſaith he) 4d belowoerh onely vnto me. Whoſocuer therefore he be 
that followerh the deſires and concupiſcence of his owne fleſh, and 
this wicked world, and ſhall lead a hte contraric to the inftrution 
and ordinance of the law ot God, yea although he never heard 
thereof, yer 1s he guilcte chereof,and worthie _ accurſed ; for fo 


much zs his owne conſcience ought to ſerue for a law vnto huniſelf, 
by the which he 15 condemned 1n thoſe cujll aRions which he com- 
muteth: cuenas Pax ſaith,eAllthat have ſinned without the Law, Rom.2.32; 


ſhall likgwiſe periſh withomt che Law, 


CHAP, 


Princes ſhould be 


IS 


Pſal.2.11, 


Pſal, 29, Is 


Dcut. 19: 15. 


The Theatre of 


bh i A of VI, 


How the ereate} Monarchs inthe world ought t be (abiedt to 


the Law of God, ana conſequently the Lawes 
of Man and Nature. 


Bar<—\Vecry man confelleth this to betrue, That by how much 
$\ 17.40 fk the more bencefirs and dignitic he hath receined from 
| [ 13; another, by ſo much is hethe more bounden and be. 
PE 22) holden tohim: now it is ſo, that Kings & Princes arc 
thoſe vpon whom God hath beſtowed more plencitully his gifts 
and graces, than vpon any other, whom he hath made as it were his 
Licurenants inthis world : for he hath cxtolled and placed them a- 
boue others, and bedecked them with honour, giuing them power 
and authoritie torule and raigne, by putting people in ſubjeRion 
eo them :and therefore ſo much the more are they bound to re-ac- 
knowledgehim againe, tocheend to dohim all henour and he.- 
mage which is requiredat their hands, Therefore Daxidexhortcth 
them, toſerxe the Lord even with rexerence. Thus then theirhigh & 
ſuperintendent eſtate isno priuiledge toexemptthemfrom the ſub- 
jeQien and obedicnce which they ow vnto God, whom they ought 
co reuerence abouc all things. Te Princes and high Lords (ſaich the 
Prophet) gine you vnts the Lord eternall glorie and ſtreugth : gine 
unto him glorie due wvnto bis name : andcaſt your ſelues before him to 
do him rexerence, It they ow ſo much honor vnto God as to their 
Soueraigne,then ſurely it muſt tollow,that they ought to obey his 
voice, and feare to offend him ; and ſo much the rather, becauſehe 
is a great deale more ſtrong and terrible than they, able to cauſe his 
horriblethunderbolts ro tumble vpon their heads, they being not 
able once to withftand his puillance, bur conſtrained very otten to 
tremble thereat, Inall that preſcription & ordinance ordained and 
ſer downby God concerning the office of kings,there is no mentis 
on made of any liberty he giueth them to liuc atter their own lufts, 
and todo euery thing that ſeemeth good in theirowneeyes : buths 
enjoincth them exprelly,to haucalwaies with thena the book of his 
Law, 


NJ 


Gods Indgetments. obedient to the Lawes: ; 


law,delighteth to read and meditate thergin, and thereby tolcarne a7 3 
to feare and reuerencehis name, by obſcruing all the precepts that 
are contained in that bgoke. As for ejuile and natural Lawes,in- 
ſomuch as they are founded vponequitie and right, (for otherwiſe 
they wereno Lawes) therein they areagreeable to, and as it were 
dependents on the Law of God ;as 1s welldeclared by Cizero in 
the firſt and ſecond booke of his Lawes , for cuen they alſo con- 
demne theeues, adulterers, murderers, parricides, and ſuch, like. If 
then Princes beſubje& tothe Law of God, (as I amabout to ſhew) 
there is no doubt burthat they are likewiſe ſubje to thoſe Ciuile 
Lawes, by reaſon of the equitie and juſtice which therein is com. 
mended vnto vs. And # (as Plato ſaih) the Lawes ought to be Dial. 4de 
abone the Prince, not thePrince abouethe Lawes, it is then moſt £eg#6+ 
manifeſt, that thePrinceis tyed vnto the Lawes, cuey in ſuch ſarr, 
that withoutthe ſarme, thegouernment whichhe ſwayeth can ne- ' 
uer be lawfull and commendable. And if it be true, that the Ma- 
giſtrate is or ought tobe a ſpeaking.Law, (as it 15 ſaid) and ought 
to maintaine the authcricieand credic thereof, by the due and, vp- 
right adminiſtration of Tuftice, (for if he did not this , he were a 
dumbe Lay ,. and without life) how is it poſlible that he ſhould 
make it of authorzie and force: with ofhers , if he deſpiſczh and 
tranſeretlethit himſelfe ? Daxiddid neuer afſume ſomuch to hints 
;ſelfe, as todefirete hau@hibertic to ds what he lifted in his King- 
dome, but willingly ſubmitted himſelfe to that which his office 
and dutie Dares”. ; making,cuenthen when he was inſtalled and 
eſtabliſhed King auer the ke Land , a Couenant of peace with 2 Sam: 5: 
the Princes and Deputies of the people: and we know, that in enc- 
ric Couenant and bargaine both parties areSund to each other, 
* by a mutual bond to performthe conditians which they are agreed 
vpon. Phe like is vſed at the coronation of* Chriſtian Kings, 
whereas the peopleis bound and ſworneto do their allegeance to 
their Kings , ſo the Kings are alſo ſolemnely [worne to main-- 
taincand defend true Religion, theeftateof Tuſtice, the peace and 
tranquilicie of rheir ſubjects,and cheright andpriuiledges (which 
are noging but the Lawes) of the Realme: whereas David was by 
the Prophet Nathan reproued forthe adulterieand murther which 
be had commited, hee neither vicd any cxcule , nor alledged ary 
_ pr- 
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priueledge whereby hee was exempred from therigour of the lay 
cojuſtific his fact, bur freely confelled withour any cloake,that hee 
had ſinned. Whereby it appearerh of how [mall ſtrengeh and au- 
choritic their opinion and words be, which thinkeor athrme that a 
Prince may diſpence with the lawes at his pleaſure: by chis opini- 
on was themorher in law of Antonius Caracallaſeduced; who ha- 
uing by her laſciuious and filchie allurements enticed her ſonne in 
law to luſt, and loue her,andto deſire herfor his wife, perſuaded 
him thathe might bring his purpoſe to palle, and that it was law- 
full enough for him it he would, chough for other it was vnlainkul, 
ſecing that he was Emperor,and that it belongeth not to him to re- 
ceiue, bur to giuelawes : by which perſuaſion, chat braue marriage 
was concluded and made vp, contrarietothe law ofnatureand na- 
tions, and toall honeftic and yertue, So Ic was reported how Cam- 
byſes rooke his owne ſiſter to wite, whom notwithſtanding alictle* - 

er he pur codeath: which thing beeing not viuall then _ 


_ the Perl1ans, not ant. to enterpriſe ic (although heewas amo 


wicked man) without the aduiſc of the Magiſtratesand counſellors 
of his Realme : he called them togetber,and demanded whether it - 
waslawfull for him to makeſucha marriage or no ? to whom they 
anſwered freely, That there was no preſcript law which did allow 
of it: yet (thatthey might ſooth him vp, fearing to incurrehis diſs 


pleaſure) they ſaid furcher, chat though there was no law to com- , || 


mandit, yet ſuch a mightie King ashe,might doe what he pleaſed, 
In like maner thetrencher Phyloſopher Azaxarch, after that he 
had told Alexander the Great with aloud voice, that he ought not 
to feare thepenalcie of any law, nor the reproch nor blame of any 
man, becaule it beloffped onely to his oftice to create lawes for all | 

other toliug by, andto preſcribe the limits of lawfull and lawletle ' 
things ; and that itbecame him,being aconquerour, toryle likea 
lord and a rmaſter,and notto obey any vaine conceit of law what- 
focuer ;andthat what thing foeuer the King did, the ſame was ſa- 
cred, juſt, and lawfull, wichows exception: And by this meancs 
made his proceedings farre moredilfolute and outragious in many 


- things than euer they were before. Dion inthe Eprtome ohtiphi- 


liereporteth,how the Emperors were woont to vſurpe this priut- 
ledge, to beexempted from all law,that they might nor be tycd to 
any 


Gods Tadeemtnis. obedient to the Lawes: | 


iny neeeſſitie of doing or leauing yndone any thing, and how in 


no caſe they wouldendure to be ſubie& ro any written ordinan« 
ces: the which thing is maniteſt euen jn the behauiour of the chie- 
felt of them, as well in regard oftheir life and manners, as of the 
gouernment that they vied in their Commonyealths, For firſt of 
all, Auguſti6s Ceſar hauing ene ina the oifice of the 
T rium" yeares (as Suetoniir ſ{tzheth) hee alſo 'vſ urped the 
Tribunes office and guthority,and that till his dymg day : and like- 
wiſe rooke vpon him the Cenſorſhip ;namely; the office of cor- 
recting and gouerning manners and lawes, if necdc required : 


whole ſuccellors (a man may truly ſay for themoſt part) trampled 


vnder their feet all ſincere and ſacred lawes, by their notorious in- 
temperance,diſlolutenelle, and cruelties. And yetfor all this there 
wanced not a paraſiticall Lawyer, whe to pleaſethe Emperor his 
lord and maſter rhe better,and to vnderprop , and as it were ſeele 
ouer with a faire ſhew that tyrannicall gouernment vſed by other 
Emperours;foiſted in this as a law amongſt the reſt, Princeps legs- 
bas ſolatus eff, That the Prince was exempted fromall law. As tor 
that which they alledge ont of AriForles Politiques, it maketh no 
thing to ſet a colour vpon this counterteir : (for faith Ariffarle )IF 
there bee any man that excellechſo in vermeaboue all others, that 
none is able to compare with him,that man isto be accounted as a 
Godamongſt men, towhome noJaw may be, preſcribed, becauſe 
he is a law vnto himſclfe: all which I grant to be true,if that which 
was preſuppoſed could take place: for where no tranſgreſlion. is 
found, there no law 1s neceflaric ;zaccording 28 S.Pawlſaid, The law 
was not ginen for the inſt, but for the vninſt and offenders; bur where 
I$1t ooſſible to find ſuch a Princeſo excellent and ſo vertuous, that 
ſtanderh n6t in peed of ſome law to beruled by 2 | 
Of che like force and ſtrength is that which1s writtenin the 
firſt booke of Inftitutions, 7it.2. the words are theſe : The Princes 
pleaſure ſerueth for a law,becauſe the whole bodie of the people bath 
tranſlated all their authoruie , power , andiariſdiftion uxto hins. 
Thus 15 ſpoken of the Romane Empcrours , bur vpon the ground: 
of ſo ſlender and filly reaſor., thar vpon ſo weake a foundation 


t can neucr ſtand; for if ir beedemaunded, whither this A” 
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Thes5yd.liba. 


of the people , of giuing ouer their right and prerogative to their 
Prince, bewilling ot conſtrained, what anſwer will chey make ? 
If ic be by conſtramr and feare (asit is indeed) who will not judge 
chis vſurping of their libertie vtrerly vnjuſt and tyrannicab, when 
one man ſhall arrogatethat to himſelte which pertaineth to many, 
yeato the whole body of the pegple ? And admit that thys reaſon 
was cffetual, yer'the glolle bl the place ſayeth veſſhporedly, 
That the Princesplcaſure may be held tor a Taw, fo farte forth as 
chat which pleaſcch him be juſt and honeſt: giuing vsto know thus 
much thereby, That euery will and yo ure of a Prince may not 
indifferencly beallowed for a Law, it it be inan vnjult and diſhe- 
neſt ation, and contraric to the rule of good manners . Moreo- 
ouer, it appearcth by the Cuſtomes of many antient People and 
Realmes, That Princes had neuer this licence giuen them, to de 
what they liſted : for let them be neuer ſo mightie, yeaas mightic 
as Darins, wnder whoſe raigne the Perſian Monarchie was aboli- 
ſhed ; yer he muſt be content (according to the law of the Medes 
and Perſians) not to beable toinfringethat Law which was by the 
aduice of his Pceres and Priute Counccll enacted,aud by his owne + 
conſent and authfvriciceſtabliſhed : no though for Daels deliue- 
ranceſake,whom he loued, he greatly defired and tooke paines ci- 
oy to diſangull , or at leaſt ro giue a fauourable interpretation 
of it. 

Such inold time was the cuſtome of the Kingsof Xgypt, not 
to follow their owne affeCtions in any aCtions rhey went about, 
bur to bedireCted by the aduice of their Lawes: for they had notſo 
much ourhoricie as to judge betwixt man and man, orto leuy ſub- 
fidies and ſuch like by their owne powers : neither to puniſh any 
man through cholef, orany ouerweening conceit,, bfit were al- 
wayes tycd to obſeruc juſticeand equitic in all cauſes: neither did 
it grieue them ſoto do, being perſuaded that whileſt they obeyed 
their Lawes, nothing could betide chem but good, The Lacedc- 
monian Kings were 1n ſuch bondage to the Laws of their country, 
that the Trey , which were ſet vptonone other end butto bea 
bridle to held them backe from doing what they liſted., had abſo- 
Ice authority to correct them when they had committedany fault 8 

whucnh 
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«hich ſubjeCtion nothing diſpleaſed King Theopompr, as it isap- 
parent by theanſwer he made his wite, that reproued him once 1m 
anger, ſaying, By his cowardiſc he would lezue a lefle kingdome 
to his children, than he had recejued of his Anceſtors. Nay (faith 
he) a greater, forſomuchas moredurable and permanent. Platarch 
praiſing the vprightnelle of King Alcamenes , who for tcare to 
breake the T.aiv, refuſed divers Preſents that were ſent him ; bur- 
tech into thisſpeech : O heart worthic of a King , that hath pre- 
ferred the auchoritieof che Law betore 1s owne profit ! Where are 
thoſe fellowes now that crie, Kangs pleaſures ought to be obſerued 
for Lawes , and that a Prince may makea Law, bur 1s noc ſubject: 
co it hiumfclte ? And this is that which F/utarch ſaith as Concerning 


that matter, who lined vnder T7aiaz the Emperor. 


Cornelins Tacitus dilcouering the beginning and originall of x;jþ, g. Aunal. 


the Romane Ciwule Law, ſaith, That Sereiz the third _ of 
Rome after Rownlu and Numa, was the onely man that molt e- 


ſabliſhed thoſe Lawes , whereuntd Kings themſclues ought to - 


yeeld and be obedient. And admit that the Empereurs ſwayed 
with great power and authoritie almolt all the world , yet for all 


their fhiercencticand haughrinetleof minde, Pliny durit tell T7a- 14 Panegere 


741 very roundly, That an Emperour ought to vſe to carrie him- 
ſelfe with ſuch good gouernment in his Empire , as if hee were 
ſureto gitie vp anaccount of all his ations : Thou muſt not (ſaith 
hee) delire more libertie to follow thine owne lult, than any one 
of vs doe: a Prince is not ſet ouer the Law, but the Law placed in 
authoriticaboue the Prince. This was the admonition of that hea- 


then man. Likewiſe eAntonins and Severus, two mghtic Em- 


perours, alchough by reaſonvt an opinion of cheir owne preat- 
nelle and fhaughtinefſe , wherewith they flattered themſclues, 
bragged that they were not ſubje&t ro any Law: yet they added 
this clauſe withall , That notwithſtanding they would liue ac- 


cording to the direftion of the Law. This ( ſaich Theodo/ires Lib.4. tit. 17, 


ana Valentinian, two no Idle mightie Emperours) is a voice 
becomming the Royall Majeftie and greatneiſe of a King, 
To contetle himſelfe te live vnder a Law : and in truth ic is' a 
thing of greater umportance than the imperial dignitie ic ſelte, 
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- 18 ro put ſoucragntie vnder the authority of law. Amongſt many other 
Lib.1.cod. good lellons and exhortations which Lew: that good King gaue 
Nicol Gul.vol.t yoto his ſonne on his death bed,this was one worchuc the remem- 
Chranic.graine: bring, how he commanded him to loue and feare God with all his 

ſtrength, and to take heed of doing any thing that ſhould bee con- 
trarie to his law, whatſoeuer ſhould befall him ; andzo prouidethat 
the good lawes and ſtatutes of his kingdome might be obſerued, 
and the priuiledges of his ſubjefts maintained ; to forbid 
Iudgesto fauour him more than others, when any caule of his own 
came in tryall. Thereby giuing vs thus much co vnderſtand, That 
eucrie good King ought to ſubmit himlelte in obedience vnder the 
hand of God, and vnder theruleof juſticeand equitic. Wherefore 
there is neither King nor Keiſar that can or ought tro exempt him- 
ſelfe from the obſeruance of ſacred and vpright lawes ; which 
if they reſiſt or diſannull , doubtlelſethey are culpable of a moſt, 
hainous crime , and eſpecially of rebellion againſt the King of 
Kings, * 


CHAP, VII. 1 


Of the puniſhment that ſeiſed vpon Pharao King of egypt. 
for reſiſting Goa, and tranſereſiing the firſt ED ent, 
of the Law. 


of thoſe puniſhments chat haue fallen vpon the heads of the 
tranſpreſſoursof the ſame, according to the manner of their tran(- 
reſhon, of what ſort ſoeuer : which that wee may the better de» * 
cribe, it bchooueth vsto follow the order of the Commeunde- 
wents, as the examples wee bring may bee ficly referred to any of 
them. And firſt wee are to vnderſtand, that when God ſaid, Thou 
frals hane none other Gods before mee, he condemneth vnder theſe 
TD n+ > - wo 


Gogh 1 udeemimis; 
words thevanitie of men that haue forged to themſclues a multi- 


| rude of gods : hee forbidderh all falſe Religion, and declareth, 


That hce would bee acknowledged to bee the ſole and true God; 
and char wee ſhould ſcrue, worſhip, loue, feare, and obey himin 
and aboue all things: and whoſocuer it beerhar doth otherwiſe, 
eicher by hindering his worſhip, or affiicting thoſe that worſhip 
him, the ſame man prouoketh his heaute wrath to bee throwne 
vpon him, to his vrrerrune and deſtruftion. This is the indig- 
nation that lighted vpon Pharao King of Xgypr, as wee read in 


Chriſt and his Church, 
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the booke of God: who beeing one of the moſt puillant Kings xyoq.z; 


of the carth.in his age, God choſe himfor an obje& to ſhew his 
wonderfull power on , by the meanes of horrible plagyes and 
ſcourges which hee caſt { _p hum, and bydeſtroying hum with 
acl his armies at the length, as his rebellion well defſerued: For 
hee like a cruell Tyran continuing to opprelie thechildren of Iſ- 
rae] , without giuing them auy releaſe or breathing time from 
their miſerie, or libertie to ſcrue God, although by Aoſes in the 
name and authoritie of God ( who made himſelte well enough 
knowne vnto him, without the helpe of any writtenlaw) hee 
was many times inſtantly vrged and requeſted thereunto : ſo 
many judgements and puniſhments aſlayled him one in the 
necke of the other; in ſuch ſort, thatat length hee was onertaken 
andenſnared therewith, Firft of all, the verie waters of Agypt 
becing conuerted into bloud , proclaimed warre againſt him. : 
then the frogges which couered the face of the earth, climbed 
even to}us chamber and bed , and filling cuerie corner of his 
land, ſounded him an alarme : nexra muſter of lice and gnats, 
and ſuch other troubleſome and ſtinking creatures, ſummoned 
him to combate : an handfull of embers ſcattered in the ayre 
by Moſes, ware vnto himas the ftrokes of a ſtone or a ſhaft, 
which <1d wonderfully disfigure their bodies with boyles and 
moſt noyſome ſcabbes ; afrerward the graſhoppers were put in 
þattell array againſt him , together with the peſtilence , Rds 
ſtones, horrible thunders and lightenings, waſting and poyling, 
ater 


and running vp and downe gricuouſly through his whole ! 
TN C ij Ak 
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After all theſe bitter blowes, the Tyrant being cut ſhort , and bes 
ing ſo belizged on eucric [ide wich hideous and palpable darke. 
netle , that heecould note} which wayes to turne himſelte , yet 
would he not be brought to any reaſon, but continued obſtinate 
and hardened againſt God, though all cheelements, with heauen 
and earth, had rakenarmour cogether, and conſpired h1s deſtru. 
Aion. Therefore while hee remained in this wrerched ſtate, Gods 
Angell puniſhed him in the per.on of his eldeſt ſonne, which 
dicd ſuddenly in one night , together with all the firſt borne of 
Agypt ; wherewithall both hee and all his people being great- 
ly mooucd and grieued , at length gaue the Iſraclites not one- 
ly leaue, bur alſo haſted them ro depart : but anon, as he ſaw 
them I , like a man beftraughr hee ranne after themagaine, 
and purſued them witha mightie armie, vntill God in the meane 
while opening a lg tor his children ouerthwart the deepe 
Red ſea, attended him in the mid way , where hee ſurpriſed 
and ecnfnaired him ; ouerthrew and violently ouerturned the 
wheeles of his Chariots, and put his whole Armie to a hnr- 
ley burley : and that hee 26% vtterly deſtroy him , cauſed 
the ſea from each fide to returne to his Channell, which drow- 
ned and deuoured him and all his Armie, And this is one of 
the nobleſt and fearctulleſt judgements of God that can be men- 
tioned, and therefore is veric often recounted in many places 
of the Scripture, as a thing moſt memorable aboue ethers. Nei- 
ther ought wee to meruaile , if ſo notable a Hiſtorie as this is 
not ſer downe among the writings of prophane Authors : for 
that beſides their Hiſtories donot ordinarily Rretch fo far,as tore- 
cord ſuchantient a&ts, there is alſo no doubt bur the {uccetlors 
of that Tyrant, and all the ZXgyprians, ſought all means pol- 
{ible ro cancell and blot out- the memorie of cheir ſo greatand 
horrible ruine. And if by chance any Hiſtoriographer make 
mention of the departure of the Iſraclites out of Egypr,it is done 
in ſuch ſort, that tne truth is not only diſguiſed , but. wholly per- 
uerted by them, and in place thereot nothing but lics and falle- 
hood toiſted ia © | my 


Like 


Gods Indotments. 
Like as Pharaoh by his vniuſt and outragious perſecuting 


the children of God, made himfclfe ſo guiltic of Gods wrath, 


thathe deſerucd to be vtterly deſtroyed , with thepreateſt pare 
of his people: ſo alſoafter their miraculous delinerance, whoſoc- 
ucrlabored cither to hurt, hinder, or reſiſt them, did no letle in- 
curre Gods diſpleaſure and fierce wrath againſt them, where - 
with they were conſumed: whereof the oucrthrow and diſcom- 
fiture of eAmalcch is a plaineexample ; who,admiit all the preat 
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wonders which God had don for the Iſraelites in MXgypt andin Exod. 17. 


che red ſea, (whereof the brure being blowne into all corners of 
theearth, hee could nor be1gnorant 3) yer was he ſo malicious 
and fooliſh hardie as to take vp armour againſt them , and to 
meer them to bid them battell: bur he and his wicked compli- 
ces were by Joſhuah and his poore people (chough vawarliking 
and vnacquainted with ſuch ations , lately crept our of bon- 
dape, wherein they had been onely exerciſed to make mortar 
and bricxe, andnotto handle weapons) diſcomfited and ouer- 
throwne: for the Lord of Hoſts (who is the diuider of victories 
ro whom he pleaſerh) at the feruent prayers of his ſeruant Mo 


ſes, fought for them, to the contuſion of Amalech and all his - 


traine: Andtherefore he commanded ©IHeoſes to pur this deed 
of his in writing, as a thing worthic to be'remembered ; who 


alſo creed an Altarin the ſame place, for a perperual monu- 


ment of {o noblea viRorie. | 


As Amalech , and for the like {inne, were Arad a King of Num. 2. 1. 
the Canaanites, Sehor King of Amontes, and Og King of Ba-_ 


ſan, with their people and cities, deſtroyed and rafed downe;ſo 
the MaJianites enterpriſing ro withltand the foreſaid Iſraelites, 


by the wicked and pernicious counſell of Ba/aamwere ſubdued \,. ..,_ 


and put tothe ſword, euen fiue Kings of them together,nor one 


eſcaping ſaue the young Virgins which had neuer commited - 


fornication with man. 
After that the Children of Iſrael had continued a ſeaſon 
peaceably in the Land of Canaan which the Lord had beftow- 


ed ypon them, then did E9/oz King of Moab riſe vp, and ſub- 1146.4. 


duced them by warre, and tyranniſed ouer them cightcene yeres. 
© And 


- 
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And although ic was Gods will that they ſhould be thus chaſti. 
ſed, becauſe of their corruption, and iniquitie, neuertheles this 
Moabite (his Rod) hc cauſed (inregard of his loue to his peo- 
ple) to be ſlaineby eAbxd an Iſrachte, as he was taking his eaſe 
in his chamber. In likemanner was his wrath ſtirred vp againſt 
[abin King of Aſor, who had oppretied Iſtael rwentie yeares; 
whoſcarnie though ir was great and well appointed, was. not- 
withſtanding by Baracs handtull of men, vnder the condu& 
andrulc of Deborah the Prophetcile , wonderouſly diſcomft- 
ted ; in ſuch ſort, that of all the multitude there remained not 
one that felt not the edpe of the ſword, except Sifera their Caps 
taine : who eſcaping trom the batte]l hy beraking him to tus 
heeles, turned in by . (ny into the houſe of a woman called 
Iahel, who hating him, as he ſlept, with a hammer faſtened a 


a naile into his temples: and thus eſcaping from thoſe whom he 


feared, hee was murthered by her whom hee truſted, And fo 
this valiant Warriour, as he was oucrcome in battell by the con- 
du& of a woman , ſo was he pur ro death by the hand of a 
woman. 

That which happened to the Madianites in the time of G- 
deon , is admirable and veric ſtrange : who being turniſhed 
with a mightie armie of ſouldiers, with the Amalekites and 
other their Allyes, to deſtroy Iſrael , were ſo ſcarred and ſcat- 
tered at the ſound of the trumpers , and brightnelle of torches, 
of three hundred men at the moſt that were with Gedeon, 
that through the maruellous aſtoniſhment they were in, they 
turned their blades into their owne boſomes , and murthered 
one another , till the greateſt part of them were deſtroyed ; 
and the reſidue being pur co flight, and purſued by the men of 
Ephraim, two of their Kings, Oreb and Zeb, were taken 
andlaine. 

A whule after it came to pate, that the Princes of the Phili- 
ftims, who had opprelled the people of God by the ſpace of 
fortie yeares, being alſembled togerher with all their people in 
the Templeof Dagon their god,cuen then when after their ſacri- 
VN ENT EPR mo porr and paſtinu 
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with poore Sampſo»,whoſeeyes in mockery and contempt they 2 
had = out, bs." 0 matfacred by the fall of the houſe : 
which Sampſon by his ſtrength pulled vpon their heads : which 
was the greateſt ouerthrow thar before rimes by his meanes they 
had recemed. 

Intheraign of Sax/ King of Iſracl,eAgag King of Amalech, 1 Sam. 15- 
the poſteritie of thoſerhac layd wait for Ifracl in the defart , as 
they came our of Egypt, were by Saul (following the com-" 
manderment of the Lord) ſetvpon z who running vpon him and 
his people, made a great (laughter and butcheric of them , not 
ſparing man, woman, nor childe, but the King onely,whom hc 
tooke to mercie andled captiue, which he ought not to hauc 
done, This Captaine being thus ſpared by one that was bur lit- 
tle better than himſelfe,could not ſo eſcape ; for the Prophet $4-* / 
mnel became the executioner of Gods yengeance vpon him, 
ſince Saxl refuſed it, 4nd with his owne hand flew him , even 
then when he thought he ſhould liue. 

Alictle while after, Go/iaha gyant of che Philiſtims, who as 1 Sam, 17. 
well through ihe hugeneſle of his ſtature, and ſtrength of body, 
as through the horrible crueltie which appeared in him, ſeemed 
in mans eyes inuincible, proudly and preſumptuouſly defied the 
armic of the liuing God,offering and Sring any one man of I{- 
racl ro enter combat with him : This proud fellow was notwith- 
ſtanding all his brags, by young pas vnarmed Daxid , ſave a 
little ſticke and a few ſtones which hehad in his hands, vanqui- 
' ſheand trod vnder foot ; for he gaue this great beaſt ſuch a 
knocke with one of his ſtones on the forchead, that at the firſt 
blow he tumbled him groueling onthe carth, and /quickely lea- 
ping vpon him, caughthold of his huge ſword, and therewith- 
all cut oft his monſtrous head: which the Philiftims pos euing, 
_— their backes and fled, and were purſued and ſlaine by the 
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CHAP. VISL 
e More examples itke unto the former, 


2X22, N thetime of Achab, Benhadid K of S1ria,ac- 
NZ; companied with 3 2 kings,came very proud[ 
ao againit Ifrzcl,as it were in deſpight of Godto 
iS bid him battel:but it turned to his own ſhaire 
" J and confulion, being firſt diſhonorably putts 
8 =Z flight by 2 30 ſeruants of the Princes of Iſrael 
(a ſmall handfull roencounter (0 mighty an army:) and ſecond- 
ly, returning to ſecke reuenge, found the lotle of 100000 foots 
men at one clap, beſides 27000 whicheſcaping by flight, were 
cruſhed in pieces by theruin of a wall in the citie Aphec. And ſo 
@is braue gallant, that carſt bragged, that the goldand (iluer of 
I{rael,yea their wives and children were his, was now glad to fly 
for his life 2mong the reſt, and in his returneto hide himnſclte,all 
diſmaied, in alittle chamber ; and from thence ( being aduiſed 
thereto by his ſeruants ) toſend to entreat eAchabfor his owne 
life, whicha lirrle before crhought hum ſure of the liues of all Iſra- 
el. Ycrforall this, ere long heenterpriſeda new praftiſe againſt 
the Prophet El:22m4 , a _—_ alſo the city of Samaria ſo. 
long,that certaine women (conſtrained by extreme famine) de- 
uoured cheir children: but in che end he was compeiled(chrough- 
fearefull terrour which God ſent into his armie by the noiſe of 
infinite Chariots and Horſes which ſounded in their cares, as if 
ſome-puillant hoſt of nuen of warre had been marching towards 
them) to forſakethe fiegeand fleewithallhis forces, leauing be- 
hindexhemrharcencs, horſes, carriages, victuals,and munitions, 
to/bea-prey for them chat purſued theminor. And laſtly,falling 
ſicke , Haz4c/ one of his owne {eruants, that ſucceeded him in 
the kingdome, to theend hemight diſpatchhimquickely, and 
without tumult, early in the morning tooke a thicke cloth dipt 
in water, and ſpreading it ouer his tace, ftifled him to death. 
When the Moabites and Ammonites roſe vp in arms againſt 
1ebofaphat king of Iuda,as ſoon as this good king luunbled _ 
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ſelfe together with all his people before the face of God by fa- 25 
ſting and prayer, forthwith God ſent ſuch a giddinelle of ſpirit 
an;onglt his enemies, that they killed oneanother : and the men 
ot Iuda, without being troubled with fighting , gathered rhe 
ſpoile which they had catered, and enriched themſelues with 
 eheir reliques, 
Amon, promoted in honour and credit aboue all the Princes Eſter 7, & 9 
of the Court of: King eAſſuerxs, conceiued ſo deadly an hatred 
againſt the poore diſperſed ewes ( being at thattumethe on- 
ly Church of God) that malicioully he conſpired, in one day to 
deſtroy and put to death the whole Nation, co the very women 
and infants: and inaccompliſhing this his purpoſe, hee mi ghti- 
ly abuſed the authoritie of the King, whom hetfal(ely enformed, 
That this nation would not be ſubje& to his Ordinances and 
Lawes which his other people were ſubject vnto: and that there- 
fore he ought not to permit and ſuffer them any longer. Bur 
God that carrieth alwayes a watchfull eye ouer his Church, and 
knowerth how to hreake and daſh all the enterpriſes of his ene- 
mics, brought all this wrerches purpoſes co nought, by preſer- 
uing miracu!oully thoſe whom he would haue deſtroyed, & mas- 
king him do reuerence to ordochens , whom he eſpecially 
ſought to bring tointamie , and for whom he had of purpoſe 
prouided a gibbertto hang him on, but was hanged chereon him- 
ſclte, withten of his ſonnes : beſide, all thoſe which had conſpi- 
red with him againſt the Jewes, were vpon the ſame day which 
they had ſet downe for their mallacre, by the Kings commande- 
ment ſlaine by the hands of them whom they had appointed to 
the ſlaughter, 
Balthaſar King of Babylon, as. he was feaſting among his pan. s. 
Princes,commanded amidit his cups,the golden and f(iluer Veſ- 
ſels which Nebachadnezzar had taken out of the temple of le- 
ruſalem,to be broughr,thar both he, his princes,& his wiues and 
concubines, might drinketherein ; exalting himſclfechus againſt 
the Lordof heawen, and boaſting in his idols of earth : therefore 
God bcing ſtirred vp to wrath againſt him, appointed his de- 
ſirution cuen whileſt þe thus dranke and made merric in the 
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midſt of his jolitie, ard cauſed a ſtravge and fearefull ſigneto 
appcare before his cyes, a bodyletlehand writing vpon the wall 


' oucr againſt tlie candicſticke ; the words of which writing por- 


x M ach.2 & 6, 


FP1mancs. 


rended che deftruRtion of his kingdome, which preſently enſu- 
ed ; forthe very ſame night he was n.urthered, and the Scepter 
ſciſed vpon by Darizs King of the Medes. 

eAntioch, by lyrname E piphanes,or Excellent (though by 
tiucr report of people, contemptuoully entituled the Furious) 
King of Alia, being venomouſly enraged againft the Tewes, be- 
gan at the firit marueloully to oppretle them, to rob and ſpoile 
their Temple, and to {laughter the people. Abour ten yeares af- 
rer,dcceiuing the poore people with faire and ſmooth words,cos- 
uers of moit vile and wretched treaſon, whileſt they immagined 
no miſchiefe, heſer ypon them in ſuch cruel ſort, that the loſle 
and deſolation which they endured art that time was ineſtima- 
ble: for beſides the deſtruction of Ieruſalem their Citie , the 
ſlaughter of infinite multitudes of their people, and the captiui- 
ticot women and infants zas if all theſe were not euough, there 
was yetanother muſerie to make vp the full ſunume, worſe than - 
allthe reſt: which wasthis ; The curſed Tyran ſeeing his pur-' 

ſc not to take the full cfte&t, commanded euery where, That 
all hisſubje&s (I meanethe Jewes) ſhould forſake and abjureche 
Law of God, and be ynited into one Religion with the Infidels. 
By means of which Edie the Anh jor of God was defactd,the 


; bookes of his Lawrent and burned, and thoſe with whome any 


t Macch, 6. 


ſuch bookes were found, rigoroully put co death ; Which feare- 
full crueltie when the Iewes perceiued, it cauſed many of them 
to wax faint hearted, and to giuethemſeclues ouer to wallow in 
the dirtie faſhions of rhe vync1rcumeiſed Tdolaters, and in their 
madnelleto ſubſcribe to the vnjuſt lawes of the vile monſter. 
Now after he had committed all theſe outrages, he was repulſed 
with diſhonour from thecitic of Elymais in Perſia, which hee 
went about to ſpoileand rob , and forced to flic to Babylon ; 
where aftertydings of the ouerthrow of histwo armies in Tudea, 
with gricteand deſpight he ended his dayes. 
Antioch theſonne of this wretched father ſucceeding him 
as 
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as inhis kingdome, ſo in wickednelle, perjurie, and diſſoyaltie; 27 
when, to the end to conſult abourhis owne affaires, he conclu- 
ded a peace with the Iewes, and by ſolemneoarh as well of him- 
ſe]te as his princes, con firmed thefree exerciſe of their Religion: 
behold, ſuddenly he fallified his plighted and ſwornefaith, an 
vndid all that eucr he had done: bur it was not long ere hee alſo 
was ouertaken by the armie of Demetrius, and together with 
Lyſias his Gouernor, put to death. 
A whileafterraigned Alexander his brother, who whileſt he i Macch. rt. 
was encombred with the troubles of Cilicia, that reuolted from 
him, the King of Egypt his father in Jaw came craiteroully to 
foreſtall him of his kingdome, tookehis wite, and gaue her to 
hisdeadlieſt enemie,and afterward gaue him batrell,diſcomfited 
his forces, and droue him to flie into Arabia for ſafetie ; where 
in ſtcad of helpe, hee found an hatcher to chop oft his head, 
which was ſent for a Preſent to gratific che King of Agypr 
withall. 
Not long after, Antioch his ſonne recoucred the Scepter 1 Macch. 13, 
of his Father : but alashis raigne endured bur aſmall ſpace ; for 
being yer buta yong child, he was flaine by T75phoz in the way 
as he led him to war againſt the Iewes. And thus perithed the 
curſcd race of 1.11 2 which felr Gods wrath vpon it cuen 
to thethird generation. 
= Amtiochustheſonne of Demetrries ( of whom mention was 2 Macch. 5; 
made bur a little before) after he had chaſed 77yphon from the 
Kingdome of Alia, which he vſurped, and broken the League 
which he had made with the Iewes , gaue himſelfe wholly to 
worke them nuſchiete. Therefore comming againſt Ieruſalem, 
hee rooke it by force, commanding his ſouldiors to pur all to 
death that were within the ſame: ſothat within three days there 
was ſuch a maſlacre of yong and old, men, women, and children, 
that the number of the ſlaine aroſe to fonreſcore thouſand car- 
kaſles. After this, hauing executed many more villanues againſt 
this people, in ſo much as to make them renounce the law of 
God, purting them cruelly co death that did not obey his com- 
mandement , It came to palle, that this crucll Tyrant ”_ 
r 
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Grſt of all put to fli ht by the inhabitants of Perſepolis 4 Citie 
of Perſia, tor going about ro rob their remple of their treaſures + 
next endamaged by an ouerttrow of his armie 1n Tudcea : which 
hc no ſooner vnderſtood, but he tooke counſell in his fury, how 
robe reuenged of leruſalem, and belched forch bitter threats a- 
paint ic, But 1n the meane time the Lord Rroke hun with a ſud- 
den and incurable plague,and {urpriſed him with a horribletor- 
ment of his intrails. Howbeit for all this,he ceaſed not his mali- 
cious enterpriſe , but hafted forward his journey towards the 
lexes with {uch eagrenelſe,that inthe way hefell our of his cha- 
riot, and bruiſed ſo his bodie, that it became purified and ſo full 
of corruption, that verie vermine {crawled out thereof , and the 
rotten fleſh dropping piecemeale away , no man, no not him- 
ſelf being able toendurethe ſtinchherof. Then was he conſtrai- 
ned in the midſt of his torments to confetle,that it was meet that 
he ſhoufd ſubmit himſelfe vnto God, that he which is morrtall, 
onght not to exalt [11nſelfe ſo hjgh, as to compare with the 1m- 
mortal! God: and in this eſtate this reprobate ended his wicked 
dayes by a ftrange and moſt miſerable kind of death. 


CHAP. IX. 
Of thoſe that perſecuted the Sonne of God ard hs Church, 


RR they who in thelaw injured and perſecuted 
a8 |! che Church of God, were puniſhed accor- 
| ding to their deſerts , as wee haue alreadie 
heard ; 1 it any meruaile then if the enemies 
and perſecuters of our Lord and Sauiour 
(| Chriſt Ieſus, which labour by all meanes to 
diſcountenanceand fruſtrate his Religion, 
and to opprelle his Church, dofeele theheauie and fearefu] ven- 
geance of God ypon them for their wickednelleand vnbelecte ? 
No verily, for he that honoureth or the Sonne, hoxorerh not the 
Father which ſent him,and is guilty therefore before God,of im- 
pictie and prophanenefle.Prom this hainous crime King Herod 
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inno wiſe cafi be exempted , that cauſed all the Ifants of Beth- 29 
Ichem of two yeares old and vnder, to be cruelly nwurthered, Mar. 2. 
in hope thereby to pur the true Mefſias and Sanior of the world 
to death. For which deed, accompanied with many other ſtrange This example 
cruelries, as by killing the ordinarie Judges of tle houle of Da- clongeth we 
#4, and his ownc wite and children, this Cajtite was tormen- 008 Re PE 
ted with ſundric jntollerable grietes, and at Jaſt deyonured by an xt hag ODE 
horrible and moſt fearctull death, For (as /cſephz5 reporteth) his demenr. 
bodie was boyled , and his bowels gnawnein two by aſottand 7/9-#- £4.11. 
ſlo.v fire, frerting inwardly, withour any outward appearance of I To 0 
hear : beſidesthe rauenous and inſatiable deſire of cating , which tiquiticzca.8. 
ſo polletTed him, that without chewing, his meat in whole lumpes 
deſcended into his bodie , deuouring it to faſt as jt could be 
throwne inco his mouth, and neuer ccaling to farſe-his greedic 
throat with continuall ſuſtenance : moreouer , his feet were ſo 
ſwolne and pufe vp with {uch a flegme, that a man naight ſec tho- 
row them ; his priuie parts ſo rotten and full of vermine, and his 
breath fo ſtinking , that few or none durſt approch neete vnto 
him ; yea his owne ſeruants forfooke him. Now lying in this 
wretched plight, when this wicked man ſaw noremedie could be 
found toatluage his gricte, he went about to kill hinilelfe, and be- 
ing not ableto perforineit, he was conſtrained to endure all the 
pangsof a moſt horrible, lingering, and languiſhing death , and 
at lait mad and miſcrable beitraught of ſence” and reaſon, to end 
his dayes. | 

As for Herod the Tetrarch, {yrnamed eArtipas (who to pleaſe x ute 7 
Herodias, had cauſed /ohn Baptst to be beheaded) when hee had 
likewiſe prepared ſnares for our Sauiours feet, and being ſent to 
lim by Pate, to quithimſelfe and gratifie him withall, had jea- 
ited and mocked at him his bellie full, behold his reproches and This example 
mockes (was he neuerſo ſubtle) turned into his owne boſome: for pol fenvs we 
firſt, after that his Armic had bcen diſcomfited by the ſouldiors veth to the 4 
of King eAyeras, whoſedaughter (in regard of Herodras his bro- Commaunde- 


® 


ther Philips wife) heehad repudiatcd ; a further ſhameand diſho- H_ 
nour betell him, euen tobe depriucd of his Royal dignitic ; and oſeph wy pen 


not onely tobe brought into a low and baſe eſtate, but alſo be- jeyige anci- 
INg quitie,book 8. 
chap. 9. 
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309 ingrobbedof his goods, to be baniſhed into a far countrey, and 

| there ro make an end of thereſt of his lite. 
Euſeb. As touching Plate the gouernour of Tudea, heedid (o cxcell 
in wickednellc and injuſtice, that notwithſtanding the reſtraint 
of his owne con(cience,thelaw of ciuill equitie, andthe aduertiſe- 
mentof his owne wife, yet he condemned Chriſt Teſus, thejuſt and 
innocent, to the death of the crofle: albeit hee could not but 
know the power of his miracles , the renewne whereof was 
ſpread into all places. Butere long hauing beene conſtrained to 
ere the image of the Emperour Ca/igu/a1n the Temple of Teru- 
ſalem, to be worſhipped, he was ſent tor to make perſona]l appea- 
rance at Rome, to anſwere to certaine accuſations of crueltic 
Fuſeb. which were by the Iewes objeRed againſt him : Andin this jour- 
Eutropib.7, ney being afflicted in conſcience, with the number and weight of 
his miſdeeds,like a deſperatmen to preuent the puniſhment which 
hee feared, willingly oftered violence to his owne life,and killed 

himſeltc, 

The firſt Fmperour that tooke in hand to perſecute the Chri« 
ſtians, was Nero the Tyran ; picking a quarrell againſt them for 
Tertul. ſetting the Citie on fire 3 which beeing himſelfeguiltic of, hee 
oy _—_ chargedthem withall, asdeſirous to findeout any occaſion to doe 
Jeers 2” them hurt: wherefore vnder pretence of the ſame crime, diſchar- 
Calumniation B1Pg his owne guilt vpon their backes, he expoſed chemo the fury 
Lib.2.cap.44+ of the 24, Ui that tormented them verie ſore, as if they had beene 
common burners and deftroyers of Cities, and the deadlieſt ene- 
Tacit. 4nna;, mes of mankinde : Heereupon the poore innocents were appree 


lib.s, _ hended, andſomeof them, clad withskinnes, of wilde beaſts, were 


torne 1n pieces by dogges ; others crucified, or made bone: fires of 
on ſuch heapes, that the flame ariling from their bodies ſerued in 
ſtead of rorchesforthenight, To conclude, ſuch horrible crueltic 
was vied towards them, thatmany of their verie er.emies did pirtic 
cheir miſeries. But at laſt this wretch, thecauſer of all,ſceing him- 
{cite in danger to be murthered by one appointed for that purpoſe 
(ajuſt. reward for his horrible and vnjuſt dealing) haſtened his 
death by killing humfelte,as it ſhall be ſhewed more at large in the 
. iccond booke. NE en. 
| i The 
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The author of the ſecond perſecution againſt the Chriſtians was 3 rx 


Domitian,who was 0 ok vp and{wolne with pride,that he would Suet. 
needs aſcribe vnto himlelfe the name of God, Againit this wan roſe Ret 4 this 4 ſo 
vp his houſholdſeruants, who by his wiues confent flew him with tones wht a P 


daggers in his prime chamber : his bodie was buried without ho- g,,. 
nout,his memorie curſed to polterity,and his enſignes and trophies Eutre> 
throwne downe and defaced. | 
Traian, whoalbeit in all things, andin the gouernment of the 
empire all o,ſhewwed himſelte a good and ſage prince,yerdid he dath 
and bruiſehimſelfe againſt this ſtone with the reſt, and was recko- 
ned the third perſecuter of the Church of Chriſt : for which cauſe 
he vnderwentalſo the cruell vengeance of God, and felt his heauie D/ov. 
hand vpon him: for frſ he fell into a palfie,and when he had loſt 
the vſc of his ſences(perſuading himſelte chat he was poiſoned)gor 
adroply alſo,& ſodied m great anguiſh, 
Hadrianin the g ycare of his empire cauſed ten thouſand Chri- 
ftians to be crucified in Armeniaat onetime;and after that ceaſed 
not to ftir vp a very hot | es againſt chem 1n all places.But 
God perſecuted him, and chat co his deftruction;firlt with an itTuc 
of bloud,wherewith he was ſo weakned and diſquicted, that ofren- Mndar. 7. + 
ntimes he would faine haue made away himſelfe: next witha con- 745-2. cap. 12. 
ſumption of the lungsand lights, which he ſpate out of his mouth *2®*: 
continually : andchirdly with an inſatiable droplie: ſothat ſeeing = 
himfelfe in this horrible torment, hee defired poiſon to haſten his 
death , or a knife to make 'quicke riddance : but when all thoſe 
meanes were keptbacke, he was inforced to endure ſt3}l, and ar laſt 
ro die in great muſerie, as. 
Whilett Marcus Antonins,ſyrnamed YVerus,\wayed the empire, 2A 
there were exceeding cruelties ſer abroach- againſt the poore Chri- £,. 
ſtians euery where, bur eſpecially at Lionsand Vienna in Daulphin Sparr ; 
(as Euſebiu; in his Eceleliatticall Hiſtorierccorderh:) wherefore 
he wanted not his puniſhment, for he died of an apoplexie after hoc 
had lien ſpeechleſlethree dayes. 
After that Sexerus had proclaimed himſelfe a profeft enemie 
to Gods Church, his affaires began to decline, and hefound him- 
{clto peſtered with divers extreamities ,-and ſer vpon with ma- 
ny 
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ny wars: and at length allaulced with ſuch an extreame paine tho« 
roughout his whole bodice, that languiſhing and conſuming , hee 
delired oft to poylon hinfelfe, and at Jaſt died in great diſtretle.//4. 
relfnes Satarimins one of his Lieutenants in thole exploits, became 
Dl: nde: another called Clandis Herminianus Gouernor of Capa. 
docia, who in hatred of his owne wife that wasa Cluiſtian, had ex. 
tremely afflicted many of the taithtull, was afcerward himſelte affi 
ted with the pettilence, perſecuted with vermine bred in his own 
bowels, and deuourcd of them aliue in woſt nuſerable ſort. Now 
lying in this 1ni(eric, he delired not to be knowne or ſpoken of by 
any, leſt che Chriſtians that werelefc vnmurthered , ſhould rejoice 
at [js deſtrution, conteſling alſo that tho!e plagues did jultly be. 
tide him tor his crucltes ſake, | 

Deciua , in hatred of Philip his predecellour , that had made 
ſome profeſlion of Chriſtianitic , wronght-rooth and naile to de- 
froy the Church of Chriſt , viing all the cruelties ond torments 
which his wit could deuiſc, againſt all choſe which before time had 
offcred themſclues to be perſecuted for that caule. Bur his diucliſh 
practiſes were cut (hort by meanes of the warre which hee waged a- 
gainſt the Scythians: wherein, when he had raigned nor frll two 
yeares, his armie was diſcomfited, and he with his {on cruelly kil- 
{cd. Others ſay , That to eſcape the hands of his Enemies, 
heeranne into a whirlepit , and that his bodice was nencr found 
alter, 

Neither didthe juſt hand of God plague the Emperour onely, 
butalio as well the heathen Geniles throughout all Prouinces and 
dominions of the Romane Empire. For ummediatly after the 
deach of this Tyrant, God ſent ſuch a plague and peſtilence a- 
mongſt them, laſting tor the {pace of ten yeares rogether, that hor- 
rible ir 1s to heare, and almoſt incredible to beleeue. Dyonifi- 
5 writing to.Hierax a Biſhop of Xgypt, declarceth the mor- 
calitic of chis plague co haue bcene lo great at Alexandria, 
wherche was Biſhop,that there was no houſe mthe whole c1;y free. 
And ——_ the greatnelle of che plague touched alſo the 
Chriſtians ſomewhat, yer it ſcourged the heathen Idolaters 
much more ; beſide that , the bchaujour of the one and the other 
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was moſt diuers : for as the foreſaid Dyonifn doth record, the 33 

Chriſtians through brotherly loue and piety didnot refuſe one 2 

co vilitand comfort another, and to miniſter tohim what need 
required: notwithſtanding it was to them great danger 5for di- 

uers there were, who in cloling vp their eyes, in waſhing their 

bodies, and interring them in the ground, were next themſclues 

which followed them to their graues. Yet all this ſtayed not 

them from doing their dutie, and ſhewing mercie one to ano. 

ther. Whereas the Gentiles contrarily being extremely viſited 

by the hand of God, felt the plague, bur confidered not the ftri- 

ker ; neither yer conſidered they their neighbour,bur euery man 

ſhifcing tor himſelte , cared not for one another. Such as were 

infected, ſome they would caft out of the doores halfe dead , to 

be deuoured of dops and beafts ; ſome they let die within their 

houſes, withour all ſuccour ; ſome they ſuffered to lie vnburied, 

for that no man durſt come necre them : and yer notwithſtan- 

ding forall their voyding and ſhifting , the peſtilence followed 

them whitherſoeuer they went, and miſerably conſumed them. 

Inſomuch that Dyoni/ixs reporteth of his owne City Alexandria , 
That there was not lefc in E citie,of old and young,ſo many as 

there was wont to be old men from threeſcore yeares vpwards. 

This plague, though i ſpred it ſelfe ouer the whole world , yet 

eſpecially irraged where the Edicts of the Emperour had beene 

_ the Chriſtians, whereby many places became veterly 

eſolate, 
Ualerian, albeit inthe beginning of his Empire hee ſhewed 

himſclfe ſomewhat mild and gentle towards the profeſſors of re- 

ligion, yer afterwards he becametheir deadly enemy : but when 

he had terribly perſceuted them in his dominions, it was not 
longerche was taken priſoner in the Perſ1an wars, being ſeuenty 

yeares old, and made a ſlaueto his conqueror all the reft of his 

Lfe: And whoſe condition was ſo miſerable, that Sapor King of ,, ty Sermon 
Perſia vicd his backe as a blocke er ſtirrop to mount vpon his of the congre- 
horſe. Yea he dealt ſocruelly with the poore old man (as Exſe- g2t'6 of fainrs 
birs teſtificth) thatro make vpthe full number ofthis miſeries,he Euſcb.Hiſt Ec. 


cauſed him to be fleinealue, and ——_ wichſalt. is iran ol 7» 
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The like ſeueritie of Gods terrible judgement 1s alſoto bee 
noted in Claudrits his Preſident, and miniſter of his perſecuti« 
215 :for God gaue him vp to be pollefled and vexed of the Di. 


Hori 4. £r- ucll, inſuch fort, that biting off his owne tongue in many ſinall 
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pceces,hee ſo ended his daies. 

Neicher did Galzenusthe ſonne of Valerian,after the captiui- 
tie of his father, vtterly eſcape the righteous hand of God : for 
belide the miſerable captiuitic of his father, whom he could not 
reltore,ſuch ſtrange portents,and ſuch earthquakes did happen, 
alſo ſuch cumults, commotions, and rebellions, did follow, that 
Trebellio dothreckon vp to thenumber of 30 together, which 
at ſundrie places, all at one time, tooke ypon themto be Empe- 
rours of the Roman Monarchie : by the mcanes whereof he was 
not ableto ſuccour his father, though hee would : notwithſtan- 
ding the ſaid Galzenw,being as is thought, terrified by the ex- 
a:mpleof his facher, did remoue,or at leftwiſe moderate the per- 
ſecution ſtirred vp againſt Chriſtians, as it may appeare by thus 
Edit fer forth in Exſeb12e, 

Axreliax being vpon point to trouble the quiet of the church, 
which it a while enioyed vnder the Emperor Ga/en, cuen Wwhi- 
Ieſt hee was deuiling new prattiſes againſt 1t, a chunderbolt fell 
from heauen at histeet, which ſo amazed him, that his malicious 
and bloud thirſtie minde was ſomewhat rebated and repretied 
from doing that which he pretended: vnuall that returning to 
his old bent, and perſeuering ro purſue his purpoſe, when Gods 
thunder could not terrihe him, he ftirred vp his owne ſeruants 
to cut his throat. h 

Diccleſianwent another way to worke, for hee did not ſet 
abroach al! his pra&tiſesat one puſh, bur firſt atJaycd by ſubrile 
meanes to make thoſe that were in his armie to renounce their 
faich ; then by open proclamation comnaunded,that their chur- 
ches {hould bee rafed and beaten downe, their Bibles burned 
and torne in pleces : that they chat were Magiſtrates, or bore 
any publique office in the commonwealth,it chey were Chriſti- 
ans, (hould bee depoſed: and chat all bondmen that would for- 
fake their pollctſion, ſhould bee catranchiſed, When hee had 
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chus left no deuiſeynpractiſed char might further to aboliſh and 3 5 
deſtroy the Jn. of Chriſt, and perceiuing that notwithſtan- 
ding all his malice and cruell rage, it euerie day (through the 
wonderfull conſtancie of Martyres) encrealed and grew cucn 
againſt thehaire ; wich verie ſpight and anger hee gaue vp the 
Empire. And laſtly, when hee had beene rorimented with di- 
uers and {trange diſcaſes,and that his houſe had beene ſer on fire 
with l;ghtenung, and burned with fire from heauen,and hehim- 
ſelfe ſo tcarred with thunder , that hee knew not where to hide 
him, hee fell mad and killed himfelfe. There was joyned to 
ch1s man 1n the gouernment of the Empire, one Maximilian, 
whoie crueltie and tyrannic againſt the Chriſtians was fo outra- 
gious alſo, that ypon aſolemne feſtwall day,when infinie num- ,,u 4. 
bers of them wereaflembled together ar Nicomedia, ina Tem- G4p.12, 
ple, ro ſerue God,he ſent a band of Atheiſts co incloſe them,and 
burne the Temple and them cogether, as they indeed did: for 
rhere were conſumed atthat bone-fire (as Nricephorus writeth) Euſeb. hiſt-Ec- 
ewentic thouſand perſons. In like ſort dealthe with a whole ci- ; REY) & 8. 
tic in Phrygia, which atrerhe had long belieged, he cauſed to be rus pber lib-7- 
burnt to cynders, with all the enhabitants therein. Bur the end Chap.6, 
of this wretch was like his life, euen miſerable: for lying a while 
licke of a grieuous diſcaſe, the veric vermine andſuchhorrible 
ſtinke came forth of his bodie, chat for ſhame and griefe hee 
hung hunſelte. 
Maximin that raigned Emperor in the Eaſt, was conftrai- Nicephor.7.22 
ned to interrupt and make ccaſc his perſecution which hee had 
begun, by meanes of a dangerfull and grieuous ſicknelle, and 
to confirmea generall peace to all Chriſtians in his dominions, 
by publique Edidcts. 
Hislicknelſe was thus: In the priuze members of his bodie, 
there grew a ſudden putrifaction, and after in the bottome of 
the ſame a botchie corrupt bile,witha fiftula, conſuming and ca- 
ting vp his intrajls, out of the which cameſivarming an innu- 
merable multitude of lice, with ſuch a peſtiferous ſtinke, thar 
no man could abide him z and ſo much the more, for that all the 
grollenetle of his bodice by aboundance of mcat before = 
OE ee 
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Cell ſicke, was tnrned into Fat ; which fat now putrified and tins 
Ling, was ſo yglorne and horrible, that none that came to him 
-ould abide the {ight thereof : by reaſon whereof the Phyſicians 
whichhad him 11 cure,ſome of them not able to abide theintol. 
lerable ſtinke,were commanded to be ſlaine ; other ſome becauſe 
they could not heale him, being paſt hepe,were alſo cruelly pur 
to death. Ar lengrh, being put un remembrance, that his diſeaſe 
was lent of God, he beganto repent of the crueltie which he had 
ſhewed tothe Chriſtians, and torthwich commanded all perſe- 
cution to cealc. 

Bue (alalle) this peace was fo brittle, that it laſted bur (ix 
moneths ; for euen then hee ſought by all meanes poſſible a 
gaine tO trouble and diſquier their reſt, and ſent forth a new 
Edit quite Contrarie to the former , importing their verer de- 
ftruction. And thus beeing nothing amended , bur rather 
made worſe by his lickenelle, it atlailed him afreſh , in ſuch 
ſort, that euery day growing in extremutie , as hee grew in 
cruelnie, it at laſt brought him to his death , his carkalle be. 
ing all rotten and full of corruption and wormes. Saint Chyy- 


ſoftome wriceth of him, That the appleof his eyc fell our be- 


fore hedied. 

CMaxentins and Licinins, the one Emperour of Italie , the 
other of the Eaſt , percetuing how the Emperour ( #n/tantine 
that raigned in the Weſt, was had in greatrepuration, for main- 
eaining the cauſe of the Chriſtians, began alſo to do the like; 
but by and by their malice and hypocriſie diſcoucred ir ſelfe, 
when chey vndertooke to trouble and affli& thoſe whom before 
they ſeemed ro fauour, For which cauſe Conſtantine raking 
armes againſt them, deftroyed chem both one after another ; for 
Aaxentins thinking toſauc hunſelfe vpon a bridge on Tyber, 
was deceiued by the breaking ofthe "cy and ſodrenched and 
drownedin the water. Lictizz was taken and put to death. And 
thus two Tyransended their dayes, for perſecuting the Church 
of Chriſt. | | 

| In thecenth yeare of the perſecution of Dyoc/e/ian, Galerim 
kus chicte miniſter and mſtrument in that praRiſc, tell into 3 
gi: 
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orjevous ſickeneſſe, hauing a ſoreriſcn in the nether part of his 37 
lie, which conſumed his priuie members, from whence ſwar- 
med great plentie of wormes, engendered by the putrefaQtion, 
This diſeaſe could not be holpen by any Chirurgeric or Phy- 
ſicke : wherefore he confelled that it juſtly happened vnto him 
for his monſtrous crueltie towards the Chriſtians, and callled 
in his proclamations which he had | an rover againſt rhem. 
Howbeit notwithſtanding he died nuſcrably,and as ſome write 


flew hizſcltc. 
CHAP. X, 
CAMore examples of Perſecators. 


Aint Bartholmew one of che twelue Apoſtles, 
afcer he had preached Chriſt Icſus vnto the 
Indians, and deliuered them the Goſpell 
T1 wricten by Saint Marhew,and had conucr- 
D A j ted many vntothe Faith: albeitthe miracles 
< ZE) which hee wrought were ftrange and ſuper- 
| _— naturall (torhe reſtored many diſeaſed per- 
ſons to their health, and cleanſed King Poleming his daughter 1yjeron. ;n 
from an vncleaneſpirit wherewith ſhe was polletſed) yet in re- Catalogs, 
pard that he deſtroycd their Idol Aſtaroth, and bewraied the | 
ſubtilties of Satan, he was by A#yages, Polemimms younger bro- 
ther, at che inſtigacion of che 1dolatrous Prieſts,firſt cruelly bea- 
ten with clubs, after fleyed, andIaſt of all beheaded. Bur within 
thirtie dayes after, both the wicked King , and the ſacrilegious 
Prieſts, were pollelſed with diuels, and brought to a wretched 
and miſerable death. 
eAphraates that heauenly Phyloſopher, going out of his Theed. Lib. 4 
Cloyfter towards the Temple, to feed the Flocke of Chrift £h4p- 36. 
wich ſome wholeſome food of ſound Do&tine ; and becing 
perceiued by the Emperour Yalens, and demanded , whither Tripartit.Hift. 
he went ; he need, To pray for him and his kingdome. £5: 8. ch«p.4- 
Yea but, ſaid the Emperour , it were more conyecaicnt for as 46-25 
bs IL 4 0 ow . thee 0 PD. $+ 


D vj 


* ee en, 
GS” "anon - 
Ji p - _ - 
4, 


Of thoſe that perſecuted The Theatre of 


38 


Theodor. lih.3. 
6bap. 7» 


Fwuſeb.lib 8. 
Pap. 7o 


thee that profelleſt thy (elte a Monke, to remaine at home in 
contemplation, than to {tray abroad : True, anſivered this ho. 
ly man , if Chriſts ſheepe enjoyed peace : but as it becommeth 
an honeſt Matron to fit ill within dores, ncuerthelelle if her 
houſe were on fire, and the flameenuironed her, ſhould ſhee 
not ſtirre to helpe to quench it ? And (hould I he till, and ſee 
my Countrey "A on fire by the perſecution ? Whereat the Em- 

crour being netled, threatened him with death z and one of 
bis Chamberlaines taunting hirh for his boldnelle, vied him 
moſt currifhly. Burt preſently as he went to the Baths , to 
make them readie for the Empcrour , the hand of God ſtroke 
him wih an Apoplexie, that hee fell downe dead into the 


Waters. 
Vnderthe Empire of /z/ian the Apoſtate, all they that either 
conſpired or praGtiſed the death of Cyrillus a Deacon of Helio- 
polis, ſcituate neere to Lybanus, came to a nuſerable end : for 
after that Coflantine was deceaſed, by whoſe authoritic the ho. 
lie Martyr had- broken downe many of their Images and Idols, 
the abhominable Idolaters did not onely murtherhim, bur alſo 
deuoured his liver with bread, as if it had beene the ſweeteſt 
morſell of meat in the world. But the all-ſceing eye of God 
ſaw cheir villanie , and his reuengetu]l rod bruifed them in. 
ieces: fortheir teeth wherewith they chewed that vnnaturall 
ood fell all out of their heads ; andtbeir tongues wherewith 


they taſted it, rotted and conſumed to nothing: and laftly, 


their eyes which beheld it, failed them, and they became 
blinde. Andrthus were they all ſerued, not one excepted, bea- 
ring juſtly the markes of Gods wrath for ſo inhumaneand ynna- 
tural a deed. 

Ar Tyrea Citie of Pharnicia, vnder the raigne of of Djocle- 


fan, many Chriſttanschat ſtourly profelſed and maintained the 


Faith and Religion of Chriſt Icſus, were after many torcures 
and dcſtruttions, expoſed to wilde beaſts ro be devoured , as 
Bearcs, Libards, wilde Boares , and Bulls: the ſauage beeſts, 
though wade herce and furious by fires and ſwords, yer (I 
know not by whar ſecret inſtinR) refuſed once to touch them, 


”_ 


oy Gods Tudgementr Chriſt and his Church, 


or to come neere them, buc turned their teene Vpon the Infidels 3g 
that were withour, and care toſert them on vpon the Saints,and | 
tore many of them 1n pieces 1n cheir ſteads. Howbeit although 
they eſcapedthe jawes of wilde beaſts, yec they eſcaped not the 
ſwords of them that were more ſauage than any beaſts : and 
though the bowels of Beares refuſed to entomberhem, yet were 
they intombed inthe floods, and crowned with the crowne of 
ſacred martyrdome. | 
Proceſſus and Martianus,Keeper ofthe priſon whereinthe 
Apoſtles Peter and Pau! were incloſed at Rome, ſecing the | 
miracles which were wrought by their hands, beleeued in \ 
Chriſt, and together with ſcuen and forrtie other priſoners were 
baptiſed. Which when Pazlimu the Tudge perceiued, he cn- 
joyned them to lay a[idetheir conſcience, and offer ſacrifice ro 
Idols. Butthey, readier to obey God than man, could neither /7#centizs ib. 
by threats nor violence be brought to it, but choſe rather to be "7 54g *I 
beaten with clubs , or conſumed with fire, or ſcourged with ,,1;1us. © 
Scorpions, as they were, than toyeeld to denie their Maker, by 
doing worſhip to diueliſh and monſtrous Idols. But that Tadge 
the procurer of their martyrdomes, ſhortly after became him- 
ſclfe an obje& of Gods wrath; when his eye-light failed him, 
and ancuill ſpirit ſo polleſed and tormented him , that jn the 
extremitic of errors and griete, he breathed our ere long his laſt 
and miſcrablebrezth. 
Nicephoriu reporteth , How the Emperour T74ian hauing Lib.3. Cap. 2s; 
cauſed fiue holy Virgins to be burned , for ſtanding in the 
profeſſion of the Truth , commanded certaine Vellels to be 
made of their aſhes mingled with bralle , and dedicated them 
to the ſeruice of a publique Bath : but che Bath that before 
time inſtilled a wholeſome and healthfull vapour into mens 
bodies , now became pernitious and farall vnto them : for all 
that waſhed themſelues therein, felt preſently ſuch a giddinele 
n their braines , and ſuch a dimnelſe of fight, that they fel! 
downe dead torthwith : The cauſe of which miſchicfe bcin 
perceiued by Trajan, he melted againe the Virgine-moulded = 
Vcllels, and erected fiue ſtatues tothe honour of them ; ſo cho- 
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king as it were one ſuperſticion wich another, to his owne eters 
nal infamie and diſgrace. | 

Agapitus a young man of fifreene yeares of age, beeing 
oorennded by che Inhabitants of Preneſte , and prieuouſly 
cormented, for-refuſing to offer ſacrifice to their Idols ; and 
when all would not ſerue to ſhake the foundation of his 
Faith, (which was builded vpon a Rocke) hee was condem- 
ncd and executed to death : For , being firſt ſcourged wich 
whips, then hanged vp by che feer ; after hauing hot ſcaulding 
. water poured vpon him, at laft he was caſt vato wild beaſts, 
With all which corments being not terrified , nor yer diſpat- 
ched, finally had his head cut off, Bur behold, the ludge cal. 
led pes fl that pronounced the ſentence, fell downe dead 
from his Throne betore the face of the world, cuen whileſt the 
young man was in the middeſt of his torments ; and by his- 
example made knowne to all men , how odious ſuch cruell 
perſecutors are in the fight of Him that judgeth the Earth, 
and controlleth the mightie Princes and Potentates of the 
ſame. 

In the Empire of /u/ia»the Apoſtate the Lord ſent ſuch hor- 
rible earthquakes ypon the world, that what forthefall of hau- 
ſcs, and ruptures of fields, neither citic nor countrey was ſafe to 
abide in: beſides, ſuch an extreame drouch dryed vp the moy- 
fture of the earth , chat vifuals were very geaſon and deere, 
Theſe plagues Theodoret auoucherh to haue fallen vpon the 
world for the 1mpietie of /uliay, and the miſerable perſecution 
of Chriſtians, 

The Emperour Gaf4 had good ſuccetle in his affaires 
whileſt he Ve? from ſhedding the bloud of the Chriſti 
ans ; but as ſoone as he gaue\himiſelfe ouer vnto that villa- 
nic, his proſperitie, Kingdome , and life diminiſhed and 
decreaſed atonce: tor within two yeares he and his ſonne Ve- 
luſianus, in the war againft e/Zmiliay, were both (lain,through 
the deteCtion of his ſouldiors, whoin the point of neceffitie for- 
ſooke him. Beſide, the Lord in his time ſentvpon the Pro- 
wnces of Rome a general and contagious peſtilence, _ 
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laſted whole tenyeares withour intermiſſion, to make ſatisfati- 1 

on for the much innocent bloud which was ſpilled amongſt 

chem. : 
eArnolphua the fourcſcor'th Emperour raged like a Ty- Pp Aoho 


e againſt all men, but eſpecially againſt thoſe that profeſ- 
cd 4 Religion and name of Chriſt Ieſus: for which cauſe pres S=naug 


the Lord ſtirred vp a woman the wife of Guido , to miniſter 
ynto him the dregs of his wrath in a poyſoned cup ; by means 
whereof ſuch a rottennelle potletſed all his members , that 
tice and wormes ifTuing out continually , hee died moſt miſe. 
rably in Orenge, a Citie of Bauarie, the twelfth yeare of his 
raigne. 

, "HI the Turke, to what a miſerable and Judibrious end Dor pom 
came hee, for his outragious hatred againſt all Chriftendome, eg ks 
buc eſpecially againſt Conſtantinople , which he had broughe 
to ſolow an ebbe, that they conld ſcarce haue relifted him any 
longer, had not Tamerlane the Tartarian revoked him from 
the licge, and bidden him leaue toaflaile others, and looke vnto 
his owne 2? And indeed hee welcommed him him ſo kindely, Campoſulus | 
thac heſoone tooke him priſoner,and binding him with chaines £79 9+ ©a+5« 


of gold,carried him vp anddowne in a cagefor a ſpeRacle,vfing 
bis backe for a footſtoole to get vpon his horſe by. And thus 
God plagueth one Tyran by another, and all for the comfort of 


his choſen, | 
Gerſericus King of the Vandales exerciſed cruell tyrannie 


avainſt the Profeflors of the truch. So did Hoyoriczs the fe. © 
cond alſo ; bur both of them reaped their juſt deſerts : for 
Gerſericuc died, being polletied with a Spirit 3 and Flonoricus 
being ſo rotten and putrified, that one member dropped off af- 


ter qo Some ſay that he gnew off his owne flefh with his 
teet 
eAutharis the twelkh King of Lombardie forbad chil- Paulus Diaco> 
dren to be baptiſed or inſtructed in the Chriſtian Faith ; TY gry 
ſeeking by that meanes to aboliſh and plucke downe the Longobard, 
Kingdome of Chritt ; bur hee raigned nor long , for ere ix 


yeares Were Compleat , he died with poyſon at Pauia ; -_ 
0 
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$49: 34 caine enuious fellowes and his wife Exdexi4, had baniſhed /ohy 


Of thoſe that perſecuted The Theatre of 
42 fo he thac thought to vndermine Chriſt Icſus, was vnder: 
mined himſelſe moſt deſeruedly , 1n the yearc of our Lord 


$9 3- 
Furgrius li, 5. When Arcadia the Emperor, throughthe perſuaſion of cer. 


Chryſo//ome Biſhop of Conſtantinople, inco Boſphorus ; the 
nexc night there aroſe ſuch aterrible earthquake, that the Eme 
prelleand the wholecitie was ſore aftrighted therewith : ſo that 
Mandat. 9. the nexc morrow metlengers after meſſengers were ſent witheur 
Calumniati®= cer] ng, till chey had brought him backe againe our of exile, and 
96,5b-2:6444* is acculcrs were all puniſhed for their wrongfull actuſation, 
Thus ir pleaſed God toteſtifietheinnocencie of his ſeruanc , by 
terrifying his enemies. & 
Smaragdit an Exarch of Italie was tranſported by a Diuell, 
for tyranniſing ouer Chriſtians in the firſt yeare of the Empire 
of Maxzritins, 
Paul. Diacon, CMamuchaaSaraſen being equallto Pharaoh in perſecuting 
Lib. 3 Cap.12. the Church of God , God made him equal! to him alſo inthe 
ae Geſis Lon- jyanner of his deſtruftion : for ashe returned from the ſpoile of 
0% ow ': 6+ the Monaſterie of Caſſime and Mdlana , and the ſlaughter of 
Anton.Liv.15. many Chriſtians, the Lord cauſed the ſea to ſwallow vp his 
caþ.15. whole Armie, eucn an hundred ſhips, ſo that few or noge 
eſcaped. 
Paul Niacon» Anothertime, euen inthe yeare 719, they were miraculouſly 
Li.21, conſumed with famine, ſword, peſtilence, water, and captivity, 
andall for their infeſtuous rancour and tyrannie cowards Chri- 
ſtians: for whom the famine ſpared, cheſword deuoured;whom 
both theſe touched nor, the pettilence ate vp andthey that cſca- 
ped all chree , yer periſhed in the waters; and ten Ships that 
eſcaped the waters , were taken by the Romans and the Syri- 
ans: ſurely an egregious {1gne of Gods heauic wrath and di{- 
pleaſure. 

To conclude, there was neucr any that ſer themſclues againſt 
the Chinch of Cod, bur God ſet himſelfe againſt them by ſome 
norable judgement : ſothat ſome were nuurthered by cher Sub- 
j<Rs, as Bluſo| King of the Vandals: others by their encxnies, 


ws 
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i; Yds Princeof Sclauonia ; ſome by their wines, 4s Crwco ano- 
ther Sclauonian Prince : others diſcomfited in warre, as eAbbas Helmold ca24, 
the King of Hungaria : ſome deſtroyed by their own horſes, as Sclauo#. & 


£ 


44 the Emperor, who had firſt caſt his owne daughter, be- 7?" w 
pee > Cheidian, amongſt the ſame horſes, And Jene- Bonfiuns 
rally few perſecutors eſcaped without ſomecuident and marka= 


ble deſtruRtion, 
C H A P. X I 4 
Of the Tewes that perſecuted Chriſt. 


1) how much the offence of the Iewes was 
morc hainous, not only in deſpiſing andre- 
jcaing the Lord of glorie, whome God had 
ſent amongſt them for their ſaluation, bur 
alſo in being ſo wicked as to pur him to 
death;by ſo much the more hath God ſhew- 

—— ed hisfearetull indignation vpon them : as 
at many other times, ſo eſpecially by that great calamiticand de- 
ſolation which they abid at their laſt deſtruRion, begun by Ye- 
ſþafias,and pertetted by Tis : which was ſo great andlamen- 
table, as the like was never heard of vntll this day: for if the 
ſacking and ouerthrow of Icruſalem , then when /eremie the 
Prophet madehis booke of Lamentations ouer it , was reputed 
more gricuous than rhe ſubucrſion of Sodome, which periſhed 
ſuddenly, how much more then is this laſt deftruion withour 
al} compariſon, by reaſon of thoſe horrible and ſtrange miſe- 
ries, which were there bo:h ſuddenly andin continuance of time 
commirted ? Neither truly is there any Hiſtorie which con- 
tainech a deſcription of ſo many muſeriesas this doth:; as it may 
appeare by [ojephmu record of it. For afterthat they Had bin at- 
fited in divers countries , andtolſed vp and downe by the 
Deputies along while, there were ſlaine at Cxfarea in one day 
ewcentic thowand : Ac Alexandria another time fiftic thouſand: 


| 
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Of thoſe that perſecuted TheThutre of 
44 atZabulonand Toppe eightchouſand and foure hundred , be: 


ſides the burning of the two townes : at Damaſcus ten thou. 
rofeph. of the ſand char had their throats cur. As for Jeruſalem, when it had 


. Warrcs of the « long time endured the brunt of the war both within and 
| Tewes, Lib. 2+ without, it was pinched with ſo ſorea famine, that the dung of 


oy ' 19421472» Oxen ſerued ſome for meat : others fed ypon the kather of old 
Lib.6.C:p. 16. ſhooes and buckles ; and divers women were driuen tothe exe 
Lib.7. C4.7,8. tremitie toboyleand eat their owne children: Many chinking 
£1b.6.C4p.16. to ſaucthcir liues by Alyingts theenemie, were taken and (lit in 
pieces, in hope to finde gold and {1]uer in their guts : 1n one 
night two thouſand were thus pitrioully dealt withall : and at 
lat che whole citie was by force taken, and the holy Temple 
conſumed by fire. And this in general was the miſerable itlue 
of that lamentable war : during which , fourcſcore and ſeuen- 
reenc thouſand Iewes were taken priſoners, and eleuen hun- 
dredthouſandflaine for within the Citic were encloſed from 
the beginning to the ending, all thoſe that were atlembled 
together fromall quarters of the earth, to keepe the Palleouer, 
as their cuſtome was. As touching the priſoners, ſome were car- 
ried to Rome in triumph ; others were here and there maſla« 
cred attheir conquerors wils: ſomes lot it was to be torne in pic 
ces and devoured of wilde beaſts : others were conſtrained to 
march in troupes againſt cheir fellowes , and kill one another 
as if they had beene Enemies. All which euils came vpon 
chem for the deſpight and furie which they vſcd cowards the 
Sonne of God and our Sauiour : and that was the cauſe wh 

he forelceing this deſolation, wept oucr Teruſalem , and ſayd, 
That it ſheuld be beſieged on exery ſide, andraſed to the ground, 
and that not oe flone ſhould be left vyon another, becauſe it knew 
wot the time of her viſitation. Likewiſe ſaid he to the women | 
that bewailed him as he wasled to the Crolle, That they ſhould | 
not weeps for hins, but for themſelnes and their childrex , becauſe 
of the dayes of ſorrow which were to come, wherein the 
barren and thoſe that had no children, and the dugs that newer 


ſuckled ſhould be counted happice. So horrible and pitiful 
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was the deftruftion of this people , that God would not ſuffer 45 

eny of his owne Children to be wrapped in their miſcries , nor 

to periſh with this perucrle and vnbeleeuing Nation : for ( as 

Euſebius reporreth ) they were a little before rhe arriuall of 

theſe miſchietes, aduertiied from heauen by the ef; pecial pro- 

uidence of God, to forſake che Citie, and retyre into ſome 

farre Countrey where none of theſe cuils might come ncere 

them. Thereliquesof this wretched people that remained af- This Example 
xer chis mightie tempeſt of Gods wrath, were diſperſed and ſcar- b<longeth al- 
tered chroughont all nations ynder heauen , being ſubject ro Yo to the ng 
them with whom they ſojourned , without King , Prince, wt © 
Judge, or Magiſtrate ro leade and guide them , or to re- Lib. x, cap.34 
dreile cheir wrongs, bur were all cogither arthe diſcretion and 
commandement of the Lords ot thoſe Countries wherein 

they made their abode : ſothat their condition and kind of life 

Is at this day lo vile and contempuble ( as experience ſhew- 

eth) that no Nation in the world 1s halte ſo miſerable : 

which is a manifeſt badge of Gods vengeance yet abiding vp- 


on them. 


And yet for all this, theſe diſperſed Reliques ceaſed not to 
yomit our the foame of cheir malice againſt Chriſt, itbeing 
ſo deepe rooted an cuill , and fo inueterate, that time nor 
reaſon could reuoke them fromit. And no nfaruel, ſeeing that 
God vſcthto puniſh the greateſt ſinnes with other (innes,as with 
the greateſt puniſhment : ſo they hauing ſhur their eyes to the 
lighe when it ſhined among them,are now giuen ouer to a repro- 
bate and hardened ſence ; otherwiſe it were not poſſible they 
ſhould remaine ſo obſtinate. And albeit ( God be thanked ) 
wee haue many conuerts of them, yer I dareſay for the moſt 
parc, they remaine in malicious blindnetle, barking againſt, 
and deſpighring both our Sauior himſelfe and all char profeſle | 
his Name, although their puniſhments haue beene ſtill accor- 
dingto their deſerts : as by theſe examples following ſhall ap- 
Pons 
The Jewes of Inmeſter , a Towne lying berwixt Calchis 
and Antioch , being vpon a time celebrating their gs 
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46 med playes and teaſts, in the middeſt of cheir jolitie,as their vſe 
_- is, they contunzeliouſly rewled notonely Chrittians, bur even 
| Chriſt hnſelfe: tor they got a Chriſtian childe and hung him 
Þ vpona Crotle, and atter many mocks and caunts,making them. 
ſelues merrie at him, they whipthim to death. What greater 
[4 villanic could there bee than this ? Or wherein could theſe dj- 
| uels incarhate! ſhew foorth their malice n:ioreapparantly , than 
thus ; not content once to haue crucihed Chritt theSautour of 

the World, but by iraication to pertorime it againe;and as it were 

to make knowne, that if it were vndone, they would doe it ; So 

alſo handled they a boy called S;»9con,ot two yeres and an halfe 

toh.FinceLti.z. o1d,in the yere ot our Lord 1476:and another in Frerulijum hue 
7 yeares after that. Bur aboue all, they matlacred a poore Carpen-. 
ecrs ſonne in Hungary in hatred of Chriſt, whom they falſly ſup- 

poſed to be a Carpenters ſon : for they cut in two all his yeines, 

and ſuckt out his bloud with quils. And beeing apprehended 

and tortured,they contetled that they had done the I1ke at Thir- 

na foure yeres before; and that they could not be withour Chri- 

ſian bloud, for therewithall they annointed their Prieſts, Butat 

all theſe cimes they ſufferedjuſt puuiſhment;for being ſtill raken, 

chey were either hanged, burned, murthered, or pur to ſome 

other cruel death, at the deſcretion of the Magiſtrates. More- 

ouer,thcy would at diuers times buy the holy Hoſt of ſfomePo- 

piſh Prieſt, and thruft it through with cheir kniues, and vſeir 

zoft de/pightfully. This did one Eleazarms inthe yeare of our 

Lord 1 452,the 22 of Otober, bur was burnt tor his labor : and 

eight and thirrie at another time tor theſame villanie, by the 

Marquelle loachinus + for the caitiues would ſuffer themſelues 

to be bapriſed for none other end, but more ſecurely to exercilc 
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their villanics, | 

Caſp Hedins, Another Iew 1s recorded in the yeare of/our Lord 147 to 
{ib,364p,6+ haue ſtolnethe picture of Chriſt out of a Church, and co haue 
chruſt ir through many times with his ſword, whereour, when 

bloud miraculouſly ifJued, hee amazed, would hauc burncd it; 

but being taken in the manner, the Chriſtians ſtoned him to 

death, Thecruch of which ſtorie, though I willnor ſtand co a- 

UW, 
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uow, yet I doubt not but it might bee crue, conſidering that 
either the Diuell might by his cunning ſo foſter and con- 
firme their ſuperſtition:or rather that ſeeing Chrift is the ſubjeR 
of their religign as well as of ours,though after a corrupt and ſa- 
crilegious forme,and that the Iew did not ſo much aime at their 
Religion, as at Chriſt che ſubje& of it , the Lord nyght 
ſhew a miracle, not to eltabliſh their errour , but to confound 
the ewes jmpierie, eſpecially in thoſe young yeares of the 
Church. 

[n our Enghih Chronicles arerecorded many hiſtorics of 
the malicious praiſes of the lewsagainſt Chriſtians,in hatred 
of Chriſt Ieſus our Sautor, whomthey in contempt call our cru- 
cified God : and eſpecially this dwueliſh practiſe was moſt fre- 
quent amongltt them here in England, as in Germanie, France, 17;ch. Triuir. 
and orher places where they were ſuffered to inhabite : namely, 
eucric ycare to ſteale ſome Chriſtian mans childe from. the pa- 
rents, and on good Friday to crucife hun in deſpight of Chriſt 
and Chriſtian religion. Thus they ſerued a childe at Lincolne 
nained Hugo, of nine yeares of age,in the yeare 1259, in the Ceſtrexſ” 
reigne of Henrie rhe third : and another at Norwich about the £ores biſtoy. 
fame time ; hauing firſt circumciſed him and detained him a 
whole yearein cuſtodte. In which two fatts they wereappre= 
hended ;and at Lincolue 32 of them putto death, and at Nor- 
wich twentie. But this was nor allthe punuhnenc that they en- 
dured : as they proceeded and cncxeafed in their malice againft 
Chriſt and his Religzon,ſo hee proceeded in vengeance and in- 
dignation againit tkem : Firſt therefore ar the coronation of 
Richard the firit, whereas ſome of then preſumed toenter ;nts 
the Court gate. contrarie to the kings expretſe commandement, 
a great turnult ariſing thereupon, a number of them were ſlaine, 
and thwar houſes fired in the Ciric of London , by the raging 
mulcitude: and from thence the example ſpred into all other 
Countries of the Land : for they following the example of the 
Londoners, hanocked, ſpoyled, killed,and fired as many IJewes 
as thcy could cone by ; vnull by the Kings Vrits vnto the Shi - 


rites of cuery Counuc che rumule was appealed, and ſome rew 
__ of 
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at perſccuted 7 he Theatre of 


of the princ?p1l| authors and (tirrers of this outrage puniſhed» 
And it is to be nored, that this yearerhe [ewes held tor cheir Jy. 
bilic, buc 1rcurned rothem a yeare of confuſion. Neither were 
they thus malſacred only by the Chriftians, bur they-became but- 
chers of themleluesalſo: For inthe Citic of Yorke, when as they 
had obtained the occupying of a certaine Caſtle for their preſer- 
uation, and afterward were not willing to reſtore it to the Chri- 
ſtjans againe, being readie to be vanquiſhed, and offerivg much 
mony tor their liucs,when as rhac would not beaccepted,by the 
counſell of an old Tew among them, euery one with a fharpe ra- 
ſor cur anothers throat, whereby a thouſand and fiue hundred of 
chem were at that preſent deſtroyed. At North-Hampton a 
number of them were burnt , tor enterpriſing to fire the city 
with wilde-fire, which chey had prepared for that purpoſe ;be- 
ſides many grieuous impolitions and taxes which were layed 
ypon them. Ar laft by King Edward the firſt they were vrter- 
ly baniſhed this Realme of England, in the yeare 1291 : for 
which deed the Commons gaue vnto the King a Fitteene, 
And about the ſame time alſo they were bamiſhed out of 
France for the like pra&tiſes : and ſtill the wrath of God 
ceaſeth not to puniſh chem in all places whereſocuer they 
inhabir, | 
Bur that their unpietic may be yet more diſcoucred, I'will 
here {er downe the conteſſ1on of one of their owne Nation , a 
Jew of Ratisbone conucrted to the Faith, one verie skilfull in 
the Hebrew tongue. This man being asked many queſtions 4- 
bour their ſuperttition and ceremonies, anſwered very fitly ; and 
being demanded , Why they thirſted ſo after Chriſtian mens 
bloud ? He fayd it was a myſterie onely knowne to the Rab- 
bines and higheſt perſons ; bur that this was their cuſtome, hee 
knew, Vyhenany of them was readieto die, a Rabbine annoin- 
ted him withthis bloud, vſing theſe or ſuch like words : /f hee 
that was reopen inthe Law and Prophets hath truly appeared, 
and if thus Teſus crucified be the verie Meſſias , then let the 
bloud of this innocent man that died in his Faith, cleaſe thee from 
thy ſinnes, and helpe thee to eternal life, Nay , E 'pi phanim —_ 
meu; 


Cod Indgements; the Goſpell in our Are. 


mech, That the Tewes of Tyberias did more confidencly affirme 4 g 
i chan thus: for they would whiſper into a dying mans carc, Be- 
lcene in Teſus of Nazareth whom onr Princes crucified for he ſhal 
Come to indge thee in the latter day : All which declarech how 
impious they areto go againſt their owne conſcience, and vpon 
how fickle ground all cher Religion Randech, 


CH AP. XII. 


of theſe that in our age haue perſecnted the Goſpel in the 
perſen of the Faithfull, 


et S the Religion of Chrift hath beene hi- 
H\ÞD\ZA2 therto cruelly crolled and belicged by 

JF AYE 4 themighticſt Capraines of this World, 
4] I MW (as hath beene partly declared) to it 
go \ | pr 
7-0 Ad&5y bath nor becne any berter entertained 
, | by the Potentates of this age, t[:2t cea= ©. 
a. % 12S SS ſed not to difturbe the quict ; and P'1I- 
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for their profc{hons ſake, and co bring them vruerly toruine:; ro 

addrele all the engines and ſubrilries of their 17:alicious and 

wicked Counſels,without leauing any one device vichuupht of 

that their wit could imagine, or x 2 power afloord ; they joy = 

ned craft with force, and vile creafon with horrible crueity,rl.cre- 

by co ſupprelſethe truth, and quench char faire and cleere 1,ghr 

which God, after Jong time of blindenelle and t2norance, had | 
cauſed of his inanite mercie to ſhine vpon vs. Their fires were 
kindled euery where with the bones of Martyrs, whileft tor che 

ſpace of 4o yeres or thereabouts they neuer ceaſed to bun thoſe 

that were followers of that way. Now when they ſaw that all 

their butcheries and burnings were not able to conſume this ho- 

ly ſeed, but thatthe more they went about to chokeir,the more it 

grew vp and encreaſcd,they tooke another courſe, andraiſed vp 
troublesand ſcditions 1n all quarters, as if by that meanes iy 
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ſhould atraine the end of their purpoſe. Hell vomited vp alt 
her Furics of warre, the whole carth was in a tunule, yong and 
old with tooth and naile were employed to roor out che Church 
of Chriſt : bue God ſtretching forth his arme againſt a!l their 
practiſes, ſheywed himſelte nor onely a Conqueror , bur alfo a 
molt ſharpe reuenger of all his aduerſaries. This 1s moſt appa- 
rant inthat which happened to Thom: eAronde! an Engliſh 
man, Archbiſhop of Canterburic, an enemie and perſecutor of 
the Truth of Chritt : who hauing pur co death diuers holy and 
vpright men, thinking that all he did was gaine, was rooted out 
at laſt himfelte, by a moſt ſtrange and horrible death ; forhe that 
{ought to ſtop the mouth of God in his Miniſters,and to hinder 
the pallage of the Goſpell, had his ownetongueſo ſ\wolne, that 
ic topped his owne mouth, that before his deach he could nei- 
ther lwallow nor ſpeake , and ſo through famine died in great 
diſpaire. 

F xlix Earle of Wartemberg, one of the Captainesof the Em: 
peror Charles the faft , being at ſnpper at Ausbourg with many 
of his companions, where threats were blowne our on euery {ide 
againft che Faithful}, ſwore before chem all, That beforc hedied 
he would ride vp to his ſpurres in the bloud of the Lutherans. 
Bur it hapned in theſamenight,that the hand of God ſo ſtroke 
him, that he was ſtrangledand choked with his owne bloud:and 
ſo he rodenot, bur bathed himſelfc, not vp to the ſpurres, but vp 
to the throat}; not inthe bloud of the Lutherans, bur in his owne 
bloud, before he died. 

Incheraigne of Francs de Valozs of late memorie, the firſt 
King of France of that name, thoſe men that (ſhewed them- 
ſclues frowardeſt , ſharpeſt , and moſt cruell in burning and 
murthering the hgly Martyrs, were alſo forwardeſt examples 
of the vengeanceot God prepared for all ſuch as they are, For 
proote whereot , the miſcrable end of hn Rowa a Monke of 
the Order of the V# hite Friers, may ſerue ; who alchdugh inre- 
gard of his hood and habit ought not to be placed in the num- 
ber of men ot note, yer by reaſon of the notable _-* 
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Gods vengeance vpon him , we may rightly place him in this 
-:nke, This man therefore, at that tume when the Chriſtians of 
Cabrier and Merindol began to ſuffer perſecution , hauing ob- 
*e1ined a Commiſſion from the Biſhop of Prouence and the Em- 
baiſador of Aujgnion, to make inquilicion after and ſeiſe ypon 
the bodics of all them that were called Lutherans ; ceaſed nor 
ro aflia them with the crucileſt trormients he could deuiſe « A- 
mong many of iis tortures this was one, To cauſe their boots 
to be filled with boyling greaſe, and chen faſtening them ouer- 
thwartwiſe ouer a bench,their legs hanging ouer a gentle fire,co 
ſceth chem to death. The French king aduertiſed of this his cru- 
cl:ic,ſent out his letrers Patents from the Parliament of Prouence, 
charging, Thar the ſaid /oh# de Roma ſhould be apprehended, 
impriſoned, and by procelle of law condemned, Which newes 
when the Caitife heard , hee fled backe as faſt as he could tro 
to Auignion, there purpolſing to recreate and delight himſelte 
with the excrements of his oppreſſion and robberie which hee 
had wrung out of the purſesoft poore people: but ſeehow con- 
trarie co his hope itfell our 1 for firſt hee was robbed of his euill 
otten goods , by his owne ſeruants ; and preſeatly vpon the 
me he fell ſicke of ſo horrible and ſtrange a diſeaſe, that no 
ſalue or medicine could be found to alluage his paine ; and beſide 
n was withall ſo loathſoime ; that aman could not endure his 
companie for the ſtinxe and corruption which ulued from him. 
For which. cauſe the white Friers(his Cloyfterers)conueyed him 
out of their Couent into the hoſpitall, whereencrealing in vicers 
andyermine, and being become now odjous,not only to others, 
but to himiſelfe alſo, he would often cric, either to be deliue- 
red frora his noyſomenetle, orto be (laine, being deſirous, but 
nct able to performe the deed vpon himiſelfe, And thus in hor- 
rible torments and fearcfull diſpaire hee moſt miſerably died. 
Now being dead, there was none found that would giue Se- 
pulture to his rotten carkafle, had not a Monke of the ſame Or- 
Ger dragged the carrion intoa ditch, which he prouided for the 
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The ſame. 


Hiftorie of 
Martyrs (c- 
cond book, 


The Theatre of 
The Lord of Reueft, whoa while ſupplied the place of the 


chiefe Preſident in the Parliament of Prouence, by whoſe means 
1nany of che Faithfull were put todeath,, after he was pur beſide 
his ofice, and returned home ynto his owne houſe , was atta. 
ched with ſo grieuous a ſickenefle, and ſuch furious and mad 
fs with all, thathis wifeandneereſt allyance not daring tocome 
ncere him, helike atrantickebedlam, enraged and ſoliorily en- 
ded his life, | | 

A Counſellor of the ſame Court called Bellomont was (o 
hot and zealous in proceeding againſt the poore priſoners for 
the Wordof God'sſake, thatto the end to packe them ſoone to 
che fire, he vſually departed not from he Iudgement Hall 
from morning to cuening , but cauſed his meatand drinketo 
be brought for his meales , returning not home but onely at 


Night to take| hzs reſt. But whileſt herhus ſtrongly and endea- 


uourouſly employed himſelfe about theſe affaires, there began a 
litcle ſore to riſe ypon his foot, which at the firſt being nobig- 
ger than if a waſpe had ſtung the place, grew quickely ſo red 
and full of paine, and ſo encreafſed the firſt day by ranckeling 
ouer all his toot, and inflaming the ſame, that by the judges 
ment of Phyſitians and Chirurgions, through the contagious 
fire that ſpred it ſelfe ouer his ke bodie, it ſeemed incura- 
ble, excepr by cutting off his foot, the other members of the 
bodie might be preſerued: which he in no caſe willing to yeeld 
vnto, for allthe medicines that were applied ynto it, found the 
ſecond day his whole leg infeted , and the third his whole 
thigh, = the fourth day his whole bodie, in fo much that he 
died the ſame day, his dead bodie being all partched as if it 
had beene roſted by a fire. And thus hee that was ſo hot 
18 burning poore Chriſtians, was himſelfe by a ſecret flameof 
ow wrath, as by ſlow and ſoft fire, burned and conſumed to 
cath. 


Lewes de Vame,brother in law to MMexierthe Preſident of the 


| faid Parliament of Prouence, with the brother and ſonne of Pe- 


ter Durand, cute butcher of che citie Ajax, theeuenivg before 
| one: their 


hs 


God Tadgementr, the Goſyellin our Age: 


heir horrible crueltic was executed at Merindoll, fell at debate <5 3 
amonglt themſelues, and the morrow, as inſtruments of Gods 
judgements ſlew one another. 

The Iudge of the Citic Aix (one of that wretched crew ) The ſame. 
drowned him(elfe in his rerurne , as hee paſled ouer the Riuer 
Durance. 

As for the chicke Iudge that wasprincipall in that mur- Th: ſame. 
therous action, touching the condemnation of thoſe poore 
ſoules of Merindoll and Cabrieres, hee likewiſe ſuddenly died 
beforc hee ſaw the execution of that decree which himſclte had 
ſer downe. 

lohn Meſnier Lord of Oppede, another chiefe officer of The Game. 
the aforeſaid Parliamenc, that got the leading of that mur- | 
thering armie againſt the poore Chriſtians atoreſaid,commit« 
ted ſuchexcelle of crueltie, that the moſt barbarous heathen n 
the World would haue yearncd to doe. For which cauſe hea 
was alſo ſummoned to appeare perſonally at the Parliament 
of Paris, there to an{were to thoſe extortions, robberies, and 
oppreſſions , which were layed to his charge: and being con- 
uinced and found guiltie thereof , was neuerthelclle releaſed 
and ſet at libertie ; and that which is more, reſtored to his 
former ſtate. Howbeit, though hee eſcaped the hands of men, 
yer was hee ouertaken by the and of God , who knew well 
enough the way how tocntrapand abare his proud intents : 
for euen then when hee was in the heighth of worldly proſpe- 
ritie, and bulicr than eucr ,-in perſecuting Chriſtians , euen 
then was hee pulled downe by a flux of bloud, which pro- 
uoking his priuie parts , engendered fuch a carnoſitie and 
thicknetle of fleſh therein , and wirhall a reſtraint of vrine, 
that with horrible outcries and rauing ſpeeches hee dyed 
tecling a burning fire broyling his cntrailes, from his nauell 
vpwards, and an extreame infetion putrytying his lower 
parts, and beginning to feele in this life, both in bodicand 
_ the rigonr of ecexnall firc, prepared for the diuell and his 
angels, 
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2. Booke of 
Martyrs. 


T he Theatre of 


Lohn Mirtin Trombant of Briqueras in Piemont, vaunting 
himſelfe cueric toot in the hinderance of the Go; pell, cur ott a 
Miniſters nole of Angrogne 1n his brauerie : but ummediately 
after was himſelteallayled by a mad Wolte, that gnawed off 
his noſe as hee had done the Miniſters, and cauſed him like a 
mad man to end his life : Which ſtrange judgement was noto- 
riouſly knowne to all the country thereabout : and beſide,it was 
neuer heard that this Wolfe had euer harmed any man before. 
Gafpard of Renialme,one of the magiſtrates of the Citie of An- 
uers that adjudged to death certaine poore faithfull ſoules, re- 
ceiued in the ſameplace,erc hee remooued,a terrible ſentence of 
Gods judgement againſthimſelfe ; for hee fell deſperate imme- 
diately, and wasfaine to be led into his houſe halfe belide hins- 


ſelfe, where cryin 5 that he had condemned the innocent bloud, 
he forthwith dic 


CHAP, XIII. 
Other examples of the ſame ſubiet, 


Bout the ſame time there happened a 
verie ſtrange judgement vpon an an- 
tient Lawyer of Bourges, one oh 
Cranegquix, a man of ripe wit natural, 
and a preat practitioner in his profeſ- 
ſion, bur. veric ignorant in the law of 
x God,and all good literature, and ſo cn 
CD viouſly bent againſt all thoſe that 
kneyw more than himſelfe, andthat abſtayned from the filthie 
pollutions of Poperic, that hee ſerued in ſtead of a Promotor, 
roinforme Orythe Inquiſicor, of them : but forhis labour, the 
armeof God ftrokehun wich a maruellons ſtrange phrenſie, 
that whatſocuer his eyes beheld, ſeemed in kis judgement tobe 
crawling ſerpents : In ſuch ſorc, that afterhe had in vaine expe- 
rienced all kinde of medicines, yca and vicd che helpe of wicked 
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ſorcerie and conjuration, yeratlengrh his ſences were quite be- 
nummed,and depriued him, and in that wretched and miſerable 


eſtate he ended his lite. 
lobn Morin , a mightie cnemic to the profeſlours of Gods 


truch, one that laboured continually at Paris in apprehending 
and acculing the faichfull, infomuch hat hee ſent dayly mul- 
eicudes that appealed from him to the high Court of the pal- 
Jace ; died himſelfe in moſt gricuous and horrible cormene. 
The Chauncellour of Prat , hee that in che Parliaments of 
Fraunce pur vp the firlt bill againſt the faichtull , and gaue 
out the firſt Commiſſions to pur them to death , dyed ſwea« 
ring and blaſpheming the name of God, his ſtomacke bee- 
ing molt ftrangely gnawne in pieces, and conſumed with 
WOrmes, 

The Chauncellour Oliver beeing reſtored to his former 
eſtate, hauing firſt (againſt his conſcience) renounced his Re- 
ligion ; ſo allonow (the ſame conſcience o” his, checking and 
reclayming) hee ſpared not to ſhed nuuch innocent bloud, by 
condemning them to death. Bur fuch a te refull judgen:ent was 

denounced againſt him (by the verie mouthes of che guilcleſle 
\ condemned ſoules) thar ſtroke him into ſuch a feare and terror, 
that preſently hee fell licke, ſurpriſed with ſoextreamea melan- 
choly, that ſobbing forch {1ghes without intermiſſion, and mur- 
murings againſt God, he ſo atHicted his halte dead bodie, like a 
man robbed and diſpolleit of ſenceand reaſon,thar with his ve- 
hement fars he would ſo ſhakeche bed,as 1fa young man inthe 
prime of his yeares with all his ſtrength had atlayed to doe it. 
And when a certaine Cardinall came to viſit him inthis extre- 
mitie,hee could not abide his {ight, his painesencrealing there- 
by, but cryed our as ſoone as he perceiued himdeparted, Thar ic 
was the Cardinall that brought them all to damnation. When 
he had beene chus a long time cormented,ar laſt inextreame an« 


guiſh and fearc he died. 
SIr Thomas ore L., Chancellourof England,a ſworne enc- 


mic to the Goſpell,and a profeſt perſecutor,by fireand ſword, le 


of all chefaithfull , as if thereby hee would grow famousand 
E 1} get 
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pet renowne, cauſed to bee erected a (1 umptuous Sepulchre, and ' 
thereby (co crernize the memorie of his prophane crueltie) tobe 
enorauch the commendation of his worthie deeds : amongſt 
wluch the principall was, That heehad perſecuted with all his 
might che Lucherans ; that 3s, the fairhfull : bur it fell our con« 
traric to his lfope ; for being accuſed,conuited,and condemned 
of high treaſon,his head was taken from[iim,and his body four.d 
no other ſepulchre to lie in but the gibber. | 
Cardinall Creſcentiv, the Popes Embatladour to the Coun. 
cell of Trent, in the yeare of our Lord 1552, becing very bu. 
ſie in writing to his maſter the Pope, and hauing laboured all 
one night about his letters ; behold as he raiſed humſelfe in his 
chaire, to ſtir vp his wit and memorie,ouerdullcd with watch- 
ing ;a huge blacke dogge with great flaming eyes, and Jong 
cares dangling] to the ground.appeared vnto him: which com- 
ming intohis chamber, and making right towards him, euen 
vnder the table where he ſace, vaniſhed our of his (ight : where- 
at heeamazed,anda while ſencelefle,recouering himlelfe, called 
for a candle,and when he ſaw the dogge could not be found, hee 
tell preſently {1cke with a ſtrong conceit, which neuer left him 
till his death ; euzr crying that they would driue away the black 
00g _ ſcepzed to climbe vp on his bed : and in that hamour 
e died, 


Albert es Pighins, a great enenne of the truth alſo (in ſo 


Sore 
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Poncher , Archbiſhop of Tours purſuing the execution of 5 7 
che burning chamber, was hinelfe ſurpriſed with a fire from 2. Booke cf 
God, which beginning ar his heele,could neuer be quenched,til] Martyrs. 
member after member bcing car off, he og miſerably. IN BER '5 
An Augultine Frier named Lamberr,dottor and Priorinthe IE 
city of Liege,one of the troupe of crue]l 1nquiſicors for religion, France, which 
whileſt he was preaching one day with an open mouth againſt -d.udlged the 
the faithful, was cut thort of a ſudden inthe midit of his ſermon, CN Ts Wo 
being bercaugd of ſenſe and ſpeech, infomuch that he was fairic 2 
to bc caried out of the pulpit to his cloiſter in a chaire,and a few 
dajes after was drowned in a ditch, 
Inthe yeareof our Lord 1527, there was one George Hala Luther. 
2 Saxon, Miniſter of the Word and Sacraments, ard a ſtour 
profetſour of the reformed Religion, who becing for that cauſe 
ſent for to appeare before the Archbiſhop of Mentz at Aſchaf- 
fenburge, was handled on this faſhion : they tooke away his own + 
horſe , and ſet him vpon the Archbiſhops fooles horſe, and ſo 
ſent him backehomewards , condutted by one appointed for 
the purpoſe : who not ſuffering him to ride the common and 
beaten way , bur leading him a new courſe thorough vn- 
coth pathes, brought him into an ambuſh of thecues placed 
there by the Biſhops appointment, who ſet vpon him and mur- 
tered him atonce ; bur 1t 1s notoriouſly knowne, that not one 
of that wicked rabble came to a good end, but were conſumed 
one after another, 
In acitie of Scorland called Fanum Janius, the chiefe mart 
towne of that Countrey, toure of the chietelt ciriſens were ac- 
culed by a Monke before che Cardinall,for interrupting him in 
a Sermon, and by himcondemned to be hanged like heritickes, y1;n ore of 
when no othercrimecould be layed to their charge, ſaue that Martyrs 
they delired the monke to tie hinſelfe to his rext, and not to Part-7s 
roue vpand downe as he did, without any certain ſcope or appli- 
cation 0: matter. Nov as they went to execution, thejr wiues 
tell downe at the Cardinals teer,beſeeching and intrexting pars 
.don tor their husbandsliues : which hewas ſo farre from gran- - 
ting, that hee accuſed them allo of hereſie : and cipccially 
ONE 
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ove oftl;em (whoſe name was Helene) for hee cauſcd her youn 
int111>to be pulled our of her armes, and her to be put to Jeu? 
with her husband, for ſpeaking certaine words againſt the Vir. 
gme Marie, which by no teſtimonies could be proued againſt 
her. Which doome the godly woman taking cheerctully, and 
deliringto hang by her husbands (ide, they would not doe her 
that lait fauour, bur drowned her in ariuer running by, that jt 
might truly be {a1d,that no jot of mercy or py or remained 
inthem. Bur erc long che crue!l Cardinall found as lictle fauor at 
another butchers hands,that ſlew him in his chamber,when hee 
dreamed o/noching letle,and in his Cardinals robes hanged him 
ouer the wall to the view of men. And thus God reuenged the 
death of thoſe innocents,whoſe blouds neuer ceaſed crying for 
vengeance againſt cheir murtherer,vntill hehad juſtly puniſhed 
him in the ſame kind, and after the ſame faſhion which hee had 
dealt with them. 

Of this Cardinall,called Dazid Beton, Buchananm reporteth 
many ſtrange as of crueltie, both in the Commonwealth of 
Scotland, in\maiters of State, as alſoin the Church, in quelti- 
ons of Religion : how hee ſuborned afalſe teſtament in the dead 
kings name, whereby he would haue created himſelfe chiefe Go- 
uernour of the whole Kingdome, had not his knauerie beene 
ſoone derefted : and how hee ſet many together by the cares,of 
che chiefeſt ſorr, not caring which of them {oonelt periſhed, ſo 
chat they periſhed ; glutting himſelfe rhus with bloud : But a- 
monglt all his cruelries, the leaſt was notextended towardsthe 
profetlours ofthe Goſpel], whom hee endeuoured by all meanes 
poſlible, not to ſupprelle onely, bur cuen vtterly to extinguiſh: 
Many hee put to death with fire, divers he forced to reuolt with 
extreame torments ; and many hee puniſhed with baniſhment: 
among whome was George Buchanan, the reporter of thishiſto- 
rie ; who beeing taken and impriſoned,eſcaped through a win- 
dow whileſt his keepers ſlept,out of this Lyons jawes . Amongſt 
che rclt there was one George Sephoeard, amolt learned ndly : 
cere Preacher of the word of God, in whome his ſauage crucl- 
txe was moſt imminent : This man abiding at one /ohn Cock: 
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64rnes houſe, a man of no ſmall reckoning and account, about 
ſcuen miles from Edenborough, was firſt ſent for by the Cardi- 
nall, and after beeing not deljucred, hee together with the Vice- 
gerent, beſet all the pallagesthat hee might not eſcape ; ſo char 
Cochbarne was conſtrained to deliver him into their hands, Vp- 
on the alſurance of Earle Bothxel,who promiſed to protect him 
from all injurics ; Howbeit notwithſtanding che Earles pro- 
miſe, and the countermaund of the Vicegetent, who retuſed 
to meddle with that innocent man, yea and gaue commande- 
ment, That no proceedings ſhould be made againſt him;yer the 
bloudie tyran condemned him to be pur to death, and alſo 
cauſed the condemnation to be executed : and that which doth 
more aggrauatehiscrueleie, hee cauſed a place to be prepared for 
him and his companie, hung with tapeſtrie and lilke , verie 
ſumptuouſly, that hee might bea joytull ſpectator, and cye-wit- 
nelle of historments. Bur niarke how the juſt judgement of 
God (hewedit ſelfe euen in that place: for, as it 1s in the former 
ſorie,not long after,this vile butcher was murthered in his own 
houſe, by the conſpiracy of Norman Leſlizes, ſon to the Earle 
of Rothuſia, whoearly in a morning ſurpriſed his porters, and 
all his {eruants, in their ſleep,and murthered him in his bed that 
had murthered ſo many Chriſtians: and to ſtop the rage and fu- 
rieofhis friends,hung out his body for a ſpetacle vnto them in 
the ſame place where a little before he had with fuch triumph 
beheld the cortures of that guilcletle Martyr, Inſomuch that al- 
moſt all did notonly acknowledgethe juſt view of Gods judge- 
ment herein, butaiſoremembred chelaſt words of that conſtane 
Saint, who being; readie to giue vp the ghoſt, vitered this ſpeech 
in effect : He that ſitteth and beboldeth vs ſoprondly in that high 
place, ſhall within few daies as reprochfully lie, as now arrogantly 
be ſateth, ; 

A ttorie not much vnlike in manner of puniſhment, happe- 
ned in the raigneof king Henry the cighth, to one Sir Raph El- 
ſerker, Knight marſhall in the towneof Calice, who when as A- 
dam Too otherwiſe called George Bucker,a ſincere Preacher 
2: the word of God,was condemned to be executed as a traitour 
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Go in pretence, though inceed for nothing but defending the 
As and Mc- truth, againlt the dregges of poperie ; would not [utter the 1nno. 
numents page cent and godly man to declareeither his taith,or the cauſe hedj. 
IDS ed tor: bur ſaid ro the Executioner,Diſparch the knaue, haye 

done : not permitting him to ſpeake a word 1n his ownedefence 

ro cleare himſelf trom the creaſfon which was obiected, not pro. 

ued agunlt him: bur this cruell cyran {wore hee would nor g. 

way before|hce ſaw the trairours heart cut, Now this ſayd 

Sir Rafe in|a skirmiſh or road betweene the French and ys 

at Bulloine,was amongſt other (laine , whoſe onely cath ſuf. 

iced not the enemies , bur aftcr that they had ſtripped him 

ſtarke naked, they cut off his prime members, and pulled 

the heart out of his bodice , and fo left him a terrible exam 

ple to all bloudie and mercilelſe men : for no cauſe was 

knowne why they ſhould: vſe him fo rather than thereft : bur 

that iris written, Faciens inſtitias dominns, indicia omnibus ine 

iuria preſſis.. | 

Theatrum bi- Thomas Blaner, one of the-priuie Counſelloursof the King 

Storicum: of Scots, was a ſore perſecutor of thetaithfull inthat land afor 

which cauſe, lying on his death bed , hee fell into deſpaire, 

and ſaid, hee was damned, and a caſt-away ; and when the 

monkes came about him to comfort him, hee cryed out 'ypon 

them ; ſaying, that their Malles and other traſh would do him 

no good, tor hee neuer beleeued them, bur all that hee did 

was tor loue of lucre, and nor of religion, not reſpeCting or be- 

leauing there was either a God or a Diuell, ora Hell,or a Hea- 

Refer thisalſo yen, and therefore hee was damined,there was no remedic. And 

ehypocriſic, jn this miſerable caſe, without any ſigne of repentance, hee 
Lib.1.cap.22. Fe] 

Bur let vs come to our homebred Engliſh ſtories, and conli- 

der the judgements of God vpon the perſecurors of Chriſts 

Goſpeilin our owne Countrey. And firlt to begin wich one 

Dottor /hittizgton, vnder the raigne of King Henrie the (e- 

ſeuench, who by vertue of his office beeing Chancelour tothe 

Bilhop had condemned moſt cruelly to death a certaine godly 

woman jn a towne called Chippingſadberrie for the protelſi- 

on 
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on of the truth, which the Papifts then called Herefje, This 61 
woman being adjudged to death by che wretched Chancellour, 

and the time come when (hee ſhould be brought to theplace 

of her martyrdome , 8 great concourle of people both oue of 
towne and countrey Was gathered to behold her end : A- 

mong whom was allo the forclaid Doctor there preſent , to 

ſce the execution performed, The godly woman and manly 
Marcyre with great conſtancie gaue ouer her lite to the fire, - 
and refuled no paines or torments to keepe her conſcience ; 
clecre and vnreproouable againſt the day of the Lord. Now 

the Sacrifice being ended , as the people began to returne 
homeward , they were encountered by a mightic furious 

Bull, which bud eſeaed from a Butcher chat was about to 

kill him, (for at the ſame time as chey were ſlaying this 

fillie Lambe at the Toyrnes end , a Butcher was as bulic 
within the Towne in ſlaying of this Bull. But belike nor 

ſo skilfull in kis art of killing of Beaſts , as the Papiſts bee 

in murthering Chriſtians, the Bull broke looſe, as I ſayd, 

and ranne violently through the throng of the people, with- 

our hurting either man or childe, till he came to the place 
where the Chauncellour was , againſt whome, as pricked 
forward with ſome ſupernatural inftinft , hee ranne full 

bute , thruſting him at the firſt blow og the paunch, 

and after goaring him through and through , and ſo kil- 

led him immediately , trailing bis guts with his hornes- all 

the ſtreet_ouer, to the great admiration and wonder of all 

that ſaw it. 

Bchotd here a plaine demonſtration of Gods mightie pow- 
er and judgenient againſt a wretched perſecuror of one of 
his poore flocks ; wherein (albeit the carnal ſence of man 
doth often 11npute to blinde chance that which properly per- 
raineth to the onely power and prouidence of God) yer 
none can be {9 dulland ignorant , but muſt needs confetle a 
plaine 1niracle of Gods almghtic power , and a worke of his 
owne hinger, | TENT 
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Stephen Gardiner alſo, who was one of the grand butchers ui 
this l2nd, what a miſerable end came he vno ? cuen the ſame 
day that B, Ridley and M. Latimer were burned at Oxford : he 
hearing newes thereof, rejoiced greatly, and being ar dinner ate 
his meat merrily ; but ere he had eaten many bits, the ſudden 
{troke of Gods terriblehand fell vpon hin), in ſuch ſort, that im- 
mediatly he was taken fromthe boord, and brought to his bed, 
where he continued fitteene dayes in mnto{lerable anguiſh, by 
reaſon he could not expell his vrine ; lo that is body being mi- 
ſerably inflained within(who had enflamed ſo many godly mar- 
tyrs) was broughtro a wretched end, with his tongue all blacke 
and {wolne, hanging out of his mouth moſt torribly : a ſpe- 
&acle worthie to be beholden ot all ſuch bloudic burning perſe- 
CUtors. 

Bonner Bifhop of London, another arch-butcher, though he 
liued long atter this man, and died alſoin his bed ; yer was it ſo 
prouided of God, that as he had been a perſccutor of the light, 
and a childe of darkenelle, fo his carkatle was tumbled into the 
earth in obſcure darkeneſle at midnight, contraric to the order 
of all other Chriſtians : and as he had been a moft cruel murthe- 


rer, ſo was he buricd among theeuesand murtherers ; a place by 


Gods judgement rightly appointed for him, eg | 
Aforg1an BiſhopotS. Dariaslitting vpon the condemnation 


of the ble{ſed Martyr Biſhop Farrar , whoſe roome he vnjuſtly 
viurped, was not long afterſtricken by Gods hand after ſuch a 
range ſort, that his meat would not go downe, but riſe and 
picke vp againe, ſometime at his mouth, ſometime blowne our 
of nis ncſ{e, molt horrible to behold, and ſo continued vnto his 
death. Where note moreouer, that when Maſter Leyſor ( be- 
ing then Sheriteat Biſhop Farrars burning ) had ferchr away 
the cactell of the ſaid Biſhop, from his ſcruants houſe into his 
owne cuſtodie, divers of them ywould ncuer cat meat , bur lay 
bcllowing and roaring , and ſodied. Adde vnto this Biſhop 


Morgan, Tuftice Horgan a Tudge that ſat vpon thedeath of the 


Ladie /aze: this 1 uſtice, not long after the execution of the ſaid 
| 7 vhs Ladie, 
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Ladie, fell mad, and being thus bereft of his wits, died, hauing 
euer in his mouth, Ladie /aze, Ladic /axc. 

3ithop Thornton Suitragan of Douer , another grand perſc- 
cutor, comming Vvpon a Saturday from the Chapter-houfe at 
Canterburie, and there vpon the Sunday toliowing looking vp= 
on his men playing at bowles, tell ſuddenly into a palley , and 
died ſhortly afccr. And being exhorted to remember God in 
his extremiric of lickenetlc:; 50 I do (ſaid he)and my Lord Car: 


dinall too, &C. 
After him ſucceeded another Suifragan, ordained by theforc- 


ſaid Cardinal, andequall to his predecctlor in cruel perſecuting 
of the Church;who enjoying his place bur a ſhort tie, fel down 
a paire of ſtaires in the Cardinals chamber at Greenwich, and 
broke his necke, and that preſently (ler it be noted) after he had 
recciued rhe Cardinals bleſſing. 

T helike ſudden death hapned to Door Dnn:” the blows 
dieand wretched Chancellor of Norwich, who after he had moſt 
rigorouſly condemned and murthered a nmber of {1mple and 
Faithfull ſeruants of God, was ſuddenly ſtricken with death euen 
ashe was fitting in his chaire, 

The like alſofell vpon Berry, Commillariein Norfolk,ano- 
ther bloudie perſecutor ; who toure dayes after Quzeene Aaries 
death hauing madea great fealt, whereat was pretent one of his 
concubines ; as he was comming home trom the Church, 
where he had miniſtred the Sacrament of Bapriſme , fell 
downe ſuddenly tothe ground with a heame groane, and neuer 
ſtirred after, thus ending his miſerable life wnhour any they of 
repentance. 

59 DoRor Geffrey Chancellor of Salisburic, another of the 
lame ſtampe;, was ſuddenly ſtricken with the nughtic hand of 
Godin the midft of his buildings, where he was conitra;ncd to 
yceld vp his life, which had1olitie pictie of other mens lives be- 
tore; andit ito benoted, that the day betorc he was thus ſtric- 
ken, he had appointed co call betore him nineuc poore Chriſti 
ans, to examine them by inquitition , bur the gooductle of God 
and his tendel prouidcnce preuentedhuizy, 

| Doctc: 
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Door F9.xford, Chancellor ro Biſhop Steckeſley, died alſo 
ſuddeniy. So did Juſtice Lelond che pertecutor ot one lefferey 
Hnrjr. 

el the Keeper of Newpute, 2 cruel] enemie to thoſe 
thar lay inthar priſon tor Religion, died verie miſerably, bein 
ſotwolleri, that he was more like a moritter than a nan, and fg 
rotten within that no 1nan could abide the (ſmell of him. His ſog 
called [ames,afrer he had ſpent al his fathers ſubſtance riorouſly, 
fell downe ſuddenly 1n Newgatemarker, and there wietchedly 
died. Tohn Peter ſonne in law tocheſaid eAlexander , and no 
lelecruzll corhe poore Chriſtians, rotted away and ſodied, 

{ox anearneſt Proteſtant in King Edwards dayes , and in 

neenc Caries time a Papiſt , and a Promoter, going well 
and in healchco bed(as it {cemed) was dead before themorning, 

All cheſe almoſt, with many more which I could recite, died 
ſuddenly , being moſt cruell and horrible perſecutors of the 
flocke of Chriſt. Many there were, which though chey <_ 
ſadden death, yer did not auoida moſt nnſcrable and wretched 
end, In the number whereot 1 may place firtt Alexander the 
Keeper of Newgate , together with his ſonnein law ſohn Pe. 
ter, of whom mention was made before: Alla Maſter oodroofe 
che Sherite of London , who vſed to rejoiceat thedeath of the 
poore Saints of Chriſt , and would not ſufter Maſter Rogers, 
going to his martyrdome, toſpeake with his children: this man 
lay ſeuen or ejght yeares bid-rid, hauing one halfc of his bodie 
all benummed, and ſo continued till hisdying day, Alſo one 
Burton the Baylite of Crowland in Lincolneſhire , who ha- 
ning beene a Proteſtant in outward ſhew in King Edwards 
daycs,asſoone as Queene Mary was quietly ſeatedin the king- 
dome, became verie carneſt in ſetting vp the Malle againe, and 
conſtrained the Curat by threats, to leaue the Engliſh Seruice, 
and ſay Maſle. This blinde Bailife not long after, as he was ri- 
ding with oneof his neighbours, a Crew flying ouer his head, 
let her excrements fall vpon his face, the poyſoned ſtinke and 
ſauour whereof ſo annoyed his ſtomacke,that he neuer left vomi- 
ting varill he came home, and there atter certaine dayes, with 
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excreame paine of vomiting, crying and curſing the Crow, de» 6 5 
ſperately he died withour any token of repentance. Alſo one 
- Rebert Bauldwime, who being ftricken with lighening, attheta- 
king of Willians Seaman , pincd away and dicd. Robert Blom- 
-[d alſo, Bailife toSir /0/5n lerninghaw, after he had proſecuted 
one Maſter Browne, pincd away both in his goods and bodie, by 
a conſumption ot both. | 

William Swallow the cruel] tormentor of George Eples , was 
ſhortly afcer ſo plagued of God, thatall the haire of his head, and 
nailes ot his fingers and toes went off ; his eyes were well ncere 
cloſed vp,cthat he could {cant ſee ; his wite alſo was ftricken with 
che talling licknelle, with the which maladie ſhe was neuer infe- 
Cted before. 

Laſtly (co onut many other) one 7 wiford is not to beforgot- 
ten ; who in King Henriesdayes was a bulic doer in ſetting vp 
ſtakes for the burning of poore Martyrs: and ſeeing the > PM 
conſume ſo faſt, prouided abig tree cutting off thetop, and ſer 
It vp in Smichfield ; ſaying, 1 will have a flake that ſhalkheld. 
Bur behold Gods hand ; before cuer that tree was conſumed,the 
ftare of Religionturned, and he fell intoa horrible diſeaſe, rot- 
ting alwe abouethe ground before he died. 

Belides theſe, many there were that hanged themſelues. As 
Forcxample, one {arke an open enemic to the Goſpel in King 
Edwards dayes, hanged himfclte in the Tower. So did Paxier 
the Towne-Clerke of London,another bitter enemic torhe Go-« 
ſpell. So did the ſonne of one Lexar a husbaridman,that mocke 
and corned at the holy Martyr Maſter Latimer,being dead zand 
that at the ſame houre, as neere as could be gathered, whilett his 
father was railing vpon thedead Martyr, So did Henrie Smith 
a Lawyer,who having bin a Proteſtant, became a Papiſt. Others 
drowned thernſelues, as namely Kichard Long at Calice,in king 
Heprie the cights dayes. John Pla:kyey a Fellow of New Col- 
kdge in Oxtord, in the yeare of our Lord i566: And one La- 
21191014 Fellowof theſame Colledge, in a wel ar Padua , or as 
ſomerhinke, at Rome. ; 

Others were ſtricken with madnelle ; in which ranke _ 
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firſt Iuſtice! Morgan, of whom we made mention a little before: 
Then, aSherifes ſeruant chat railed vpon James eAbbesa godly 
Martyr, as he was going tobe burned: ſaying, That hee was an 
Hereriqueand amad man: bur as ſoone as the fre was pur tothe | 
Martyr (ſuch wasthefearefull ſtroke of Gods juſtice vpon him) 
he was there preſently in the ſight of all the people ſtricken with 
a frenzie, crying out aloud,thac /amzs eAbbes was ſaued,buthe 
was damned ; and ſo continued till his dying day. So likewiſe 
one Williams a Student in the inner Temple, in che midit of his 
railing againſt the Goſpell of Chriſt and the protclTors theredf, 
feil ftarke mad, 

Many other examples of the like kinde I could here adde, bu 
he that delireth to read and know more thereof, ler him have re- 
courſe ynto the latter end of the Acts and Monuments of the 
Engliſh Church, where he ſhall findea whole catalogue of ſud 
like examples. 

The ouerthrow of many mightie ones in ourage, ſerue fora 
looking-glalle torepreſent the high exploits of the wonderful 
judgements which the King of Kings hath ſent vpon thoſe tha 
Lei any place or countrey whatlocuer, celiſted, and ſtroues- 
yainſt the Truth : whereof ſome after great victories, which by | 
their ſingular dexteritie and worldly wiſedome in the manna« 
ging of their affaires, haue atchicued, by a peruerſe and ourr- 
chwart end, contraric to their former proſperitie, haue darkened 


and obſcured the renowne and glorie of all their braue deeds, 


their good report dying withtheir bodies, and their credit im- 
paired and buried with chem in their graues. Ochers in like man- 
ner hauing addrelledall their forces, and layed their batterie,and 
placed all cheir pieces and canons againſt the walls of Sion, and 
thinking to blow it vp and conſumecit to aſhes, haue made many 
breaches into the {ides thereof, yea they haue ſo bent all their 
ſtrength againſt it, and afflited ic with ſuch oucragious cruelty, 
and vomercifull cttulion of bloud, that ir is pittitull and Jamen- | 
tableroremember: howbeir after all their policies and practiſ6, 
their courage hath beene ar length abated , and themſclues 
raked oneatter another our of this world, with manifeſt marks 
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of the juſt vengeance of God vpen them, For though it may $67 ' 
ſeeme tor a tine that God ſleepeth, and regardeth notthe wrongs 
and oppreſlions of his ſcruants, yerhe neuer faileth to carrie a 

; watchtull eye vpon them, and in his fitteſt time to revenge hin 
ſelte vpon their enemies. 


CHAP-XINL 


A Hymne of the perſecution of Gods Charch, and the deli- 
nerance of the ſame. 


Begirt with bow'rs to keepe backe Phoebus beames , 

Euen when the quenchleſſe torch, the Worlds great eye, 

Aauanc't his rayes orethwartly from the 5kie, 

CAnd by his power of heauenly influence 

Reain'd the ſeeds of Springs atcay d eſſence - 

Then many Flocks wnite in peace and lone, 

Net ſeeking ought but natural behoue, 

Paſt quietly uncharg d with other care, 

Sane of their feed within that paſture fare. 

Theſe Flocks a Sheepeard had (of power and 5kill) 

To fold «nd feed, and ſane them from all ill: 

By whoſe aduice they liud ; whoſe wholeſome voice 

T hey heard and fear a with loue,and did rejoyce 

Therein with melodie of ſong andpraiſe, 

And dance, ts magnifie his Name alwates, 

He ts their Guide, they are bis Flocke and Fold, 

Nor will they be by any elſe controld. 

Well knowing, that whom he takes care to feed, 

He will preſerue and ſane in time of need. 
5 _ "uw 
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T hus liu'd this holy Flocke at hearts content, 
Til cruel Beaſts all ſet on raui(hment, 
Broke off thetr peace, and ran vpon with rage, 


S 
Themſelues,thcir T oung, and all their heritage ; 


 Slitting their throats, deuonring Lambes aud all, 


And $6 pr them that [cap't their thrall, 
Then did the joilie feaſ} to faſt transforme, 

(S0 45k't the ſurie of that ragefull ſlorme) 

T heir joyfull ſong was turn'd to mournfull cries, 
And all their aladneſſe chang d towellaayes., 
Whereat Reau'n grieving, clad t ſelfe in blacke , 

But Earth in uprore triumph t at their wracke. 

What profits then the ſheephooke of their Guide ? 

Or that he Iyes pen a beacons fide, 

With watchful eye to circamſcribe their traine, 

And hath no more regard unto their paine ? 

To ſane them from ſuch dangers imminent 

(Some ſay) 45 are ſo often inciaent. 

'T is not for that his arme wants ſlrenzth to breake 
All proud attempts that men of mizht ao make : 

Or that he will abandon wnto death 
His Owne, deere bought withexchange of his breath. 
Nor muſt we thinke, that though they ae they periſh + 
Death ayes inthem, and they in deathrefloariſh : 
CAnd this lifes loſſe. 4 better life renues, 

Which after death eternally enſaes. 

Thengh then their paſſions neuer ſeeme ſo great, 

Yet neuter comfort wants to ſwage their heat : 

Though ftrength of torments be extreame, in durance, 
Ye are they quencht by Hope's and Faith's aſſurance. 
For thankefull Hope, if God be grounded init, 
Aſſares the heart, and pacifies the ſpirit. 


To 
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To theys that lone and rewerence his Name, 
Profperitie betides, and want of ſhame. 

Thus can no Tyran pull them from the hana 

Of mightie God, that for their ſafetie ſtanas : 
Who euer ſees, and ener can acfend ; 

Them whom he loues, he lones vnto the end : 

So that the more their furie onerfloweth, 

T he more each one his owne deſtruction ſoweth. 
CAnd a they ſtrive with God in policie, 

So are they ſoontr brought to miſerie. 

Like as the ſauage Boare diflodg'd from den, 
And hotly chaſed by purſuit of men, 

Run's furiouſly on them that come him neeve, 
Ana gores himſelfe upon the hunters ſpeare : 
The gentle paiſſaut Lambe, their Champion bold, 
So help's to conquer all that hart's his fold, 
T hat quickely they and all their Progenie 
Confound'a i, and brought to miſerits 

Th# is of Tudah the couragios Lion, 
The conquering Captaine, and the Rocke of Siow ; 
Whoſe Pak is 45 great to Tacobs Line, 

As is bis fearefull frowne to Philiſtine. 


No FE AP: v4 
Of Apoſtata's and Backſliders, that through infirmitis and 
feare hane fallen away, 


T is a kinde of Apoſtaſie and Backfliding 
condemned by the firſt commaundement 
of the Law, when as he that hath been once 
enlightened by the Word of God in the 

=) | knowledge of ſaluatior, and nouriſhed and 

SP | inſtructedtherein from the cradle, doth ats 

— terward 6aft bcliinge his backe the grace 

2. RE 


Apoſtates 


and Backſliders The Theatre of 
of Gods [pitic , or diſallow hereof, and exempt hitmſelie from 


the ſeruice of God, to ſeruc Idols, or make any outward ſhew £9 
do it: which kindeof ſinne may be comnuirted after two ſor 
eicher through infirmiticand feare,or willingly.and with delibe. 
ration: whel: not being pretſed or conſtrained rhereto by any 
outward meanes, aman doth cleerely and of himſclte abandon 
and forſake the true Religion, to march vnder the banner of $4. 
can and Antichriſt. Andthis is alſo of two ſorts: excher when's 
man doth ſimply torfake the profeſtion of the Truch, to follow 
ſuperſtition and Idolatric, without attempring any thing beſide 
the meeredenial of his Faith ; or when after his reuolt hee pre- 
felſerh not onely the contrarie Religion, but alſo endeauourah |} 
himſelfe by, all meanes po:lible to aduance-it , and to op- 
prelle and lay ſiege to thedoerine of Gods Truth in thoſethat 
znaintaine the imme. By this it appearcch that there are three 
kindes of Apoſtacie: one as it were enforced and compelled, 
the ſecond voluntarie, the laſt borh voluntarie and malicious ; 
which thouph they be all verie hainous and offenſiue in the 
ſight of God, yet the ſecond and third ſortare mott dangerony, 
and of thei alſo one more hurtfull and pernicious than the 
other, as wee ſhall perceiue by that which followerh. Now as 
all theſe kindes are different one from another, ſo I will refer 
the examples of each ſort to his ſeuerall place, that the effica- 
cie thereok may be the better perceived. And firſt of thoſe 
which haue fallen away through feare and infirmirie; aiit after- 
ward 1n order of thereſt, Abo thatthey who by the con- 
ceit and feare of torcures preſented before their cycs,or of ſpeedie 
and cruel death threatened againſtthem, do decline and flide 
backe from the profeſſion of the Goſpe!l,may pretend for cxcuſe 
the weaknes & teeblenes of che fleſh, yet doubtles they are found 
guilry before the throne of God, for preferring the loue of this 
cranſitory & remporary life before the zeale of his glory,andthe 
honor whuch is due to his onely begotten Son, eſpecially at that 
eume when they arecalled out of purpoſe, by their Martyrdometo 
witnes hisſacred truth before men,& he delireth moſt tobe glo- 
xibed by their free & conſtanc perſeucrancetherin; to the "_ 
petje: 


” 


perſcuerance they are exhorted by many faire promiſes of cter- 


pall life andihappinete: and from the comranie terrified by | 
threats of dexh andconfulion, and vpou paine to be diſcarded 


from the preſence of Chriſt betore God, becauſe they haue deni- 
ed him here before men : which 1s the miſerie of all miſeries, and 
che greateſt char can happen toany man, tor what ſhall become 
of that man whom the Sonne of God doth nor acknowledge ? 
Now to proouethat God is indeed highly offended at his faine- 
hearted cowardlindle , hee himſelte hath made knowne vnto 
vs, by the puniſhments which divers times hee hath ſent vp- 
onthe heads of ſuch offendors. As in the time of the Empe- 
rour /alerian the eighth perſccutor of the Church , vnder 
whoſe perlecntion albeit that many Champions beſtirred 
themſelues moſt valiantly in that combat of Faith yet there 
wanted not ſome, whoſe hearts failing them, and who in ſtead 
of maintaining and ſtanding for their cauſc to the death, as 
they oughtto haue done, retyred and gaue vp themſcluesto the 
Enemie art firſt aſſault. Amongſt the number of which doub- 
tie ſouldiers, there was one that went vp into the Capitoll at 


Rome, in that place where /upiterys Temple in old time ſtood, Cyprian in his 


to abjure and recant Chriſt- and his profeſſion : which hee Sermons de 
Lapſu multe- 


I THR, 


had no ſooner done, but hee was preſently ftrucke dumbe ; 
and ſo was juſtly puniſhed in that verite member wherewith he 


had offended, 


Gor Tvdetments, throvgh Infirmitie: 


7I 


A woman likewiſe hauing renounced her profeſſion , and Cyprian 


feeling in her telfe no remorle of conſcience for her fall , went 
as [hee was woont todo in the time of her reſt and proſperitie, 
tothe Bathes and Hot-houſes to refreſh her ſelfe, as if all had 
moe well with her : but ſhec was ſo ſciſed ypon and polleſſed 
y an eui}| Spirit , that in ſtead of pleaſure, which ſhe ſought 
for, ſhee fell ro lamenting, and tormenting her owne fleſh, and 
chopt in pieces with her daintic teeth her rebellious congue 
wherewith ſhee had ſpoken wicked words, and diſhonoure 
God, and taſted meares offered to Ido : and fo this poore 
wreich, whereas (he ſhould haue waſhed her ſelfe in teares of 
gue repentance, and jm the true bach of grace and merci , be- 
a es cauſe 
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Cyprian 


Contempt of 

Word and Sa- 
crament, 

Lib. 1. cap. 34+ 


cauſe ſhe had more care of cleanſing her bodie from filth, than 
her ſoule from lin, became coprupt and filthie both: bodie and 
ſoule, by the meanes of .hat vneleane ſpirxt which' God had gjs 
uen power to.afflict her : and armed her own mouth, which had 
caſted, chewed, and ſwallowed that curſed food , furiouſly .to 
riſcagainſt her {clte to deſtroy her ; ſotharſhe became her owne 
mrrtherer, for ſhe ſuruiuednot long, by reaſorr that her bowels 
and entrails were choked yp to the throat withpaine, . * ©. 
Another woman well ſtricken inyeares, that in like manner 
had rcuolted from the Truth, thruſt her ſeltenotwithſtanding * 
incothe alſemblie of the Faithtul, as they were receming the ho. 
ly Sacrament. But that holy food which nouriſhed the ſoules 
of them that beleeued , turned to her bane ; for the found 
there in ſtead of a peace, a ſword; in ſtead of nouriſhment, 
deadly ard mortall poyſon: in ſuch ſort, that immediately af- 
ter the reccit of that holy Supper , ſhe began to be meruailonlly 


| troubled and vexed in foule, and fclethe hand of God ſo heauie 


Cypriart. 


Contempt of 
Sacraments , 


vpon her for her offence committed in denying her Sauiour, to 
_ her perſecution,that trembling and ſtamping ſhe fe] downe 
__ 

There was al{o 1n like rnanner a certaine man, that hauing re- 
nouneed his faith, did notwithſtanding preſent himſelfe at the 
celebration of the holy Supper, preſuming to come and eatat 
his Table, whom he had a little before denied ; but receiuing in- 
to his hand part of the Sacrament as well as thereſt , and thin- 
king to pur it intohis mouth, it was turned into aſhes : where- 
upon he ſtood amaſed and confounded in hiniſelfe, God mani- 
feſting in him, that hethat reuoked his taith, and recoiled from 
Chriſt Teſus,Chriſt Jeſus would recoile from him,and giuehim 
ouer to death, by depriuing him of his grace, and ſpoiling him 
of the power of his quickening and ſaving Spirit. 

Theſe are the fearefull exanples of Gods Judgements, which 
S. Cyprian reporteth to haue light ypon Backeſliders jn his time 3 
adding moreouer, that beſides cheſe, many were polletled with 
diucls, robbed of their wits, and enraged with furic and madnes, 
andalltor tlus offence of Apoſtaie, 


* —— w— 


Amongſt 


' Gods Tndeoements. through Tofirmitie; 


Amongſt all the examples of our.age, of Gods ſenere” Juſtice 


ypon Apoltates, the example of Francs Spiera an Italian Law- Sleidea ti. 21-1 


yer,-a man of credit and auchoritze-in his Comtyey ,' is'moſt 
pictifull and lamentablc : who hauing embracedthe true” Relj- 
gion with meruaiJous z.cale, and made open profeſſion of the 
ſame, feared nor freely to declare his opinion 'of euery” point 
of. Doftrine thar came in: queſtion , arid. grew'in knowledge 
cuerieday mote and more; But it was nor ng erche was cont 
plained ofto the popes Emballadour : which when hee vnder- 
{tood, and ſaw the danger wherein he was like to fall, afrer hee 
had long debated and 7 tm tne matter in his' owne conſci- 
ence, the counfell of the fleſh and worldly wiſedome premailing, 
hee reſoluceat laſt to go to the Embatladour , to the entent 
roappeaſc his wrath, and do whatſocuer he ſhould command. 
Thus comming to Venice, and ouer-ruled with 1mmoderate 
fearc , he contelled that he had done amille, and craned par- 
don forthe ſame, promiſing euer after tobe an obedient Sub- 
jet ro the Popes Lawes: and that which is more, when it was 
enjoyned him , that at his returne home he ſhould in his owne 
Countrey openly recant his former proteſſton , hee refuſed not, 
but pertormed his recantationin due ſort, But ic chanced verie 
ſoone after, thar this miſerable man fell ſicke of bodie and ſoule, 
and began to deſpaireof Gods mercictowards him. His Phy- 
fician perceiuing his diſpoſition , judged , that the cauſe of his 
bodies difeaſe, was a vehement conceit and thought of minde z 
and therefore gaue aduice to miniſter counſell to his troubled 
munde verie carefully, thar the cauſe being taken away, the effect 
alſomighcſarceaſe. To this end many learned men trequented 
him every day, zecalling into his nn: ue laying open betore 
him many cxpielle places of Scripture touching the greatnetſe of 
Gods mercie, Which things he auouched to be true, bur ſayd, 
that thoſe promiſes pertained not to hum , becauſe hee had re- 
nounced Chriſt Ieſus, and forſworne che knowne truth,and that 
for chis cauſe nothing was prepared for him bur hell fire, which 
arcadic un foule he ſaw and felc: 1 would (ſad he) willingly, if 
It 


Apoſtatesand Backſliders - The Theatre of 


74 


ic were poſlible, loue God, but it isaltogether impoflible, For. 
ly feare him wichout loue. T heſe-and fuch ſpeeches vſed hee 
with.a ſtedtafhcounteriancey neither d1d his tongueat any time = 
runne: at randome;; nor his-an{wers ſauour of indicretion 
or want of memorie z.bur aduiſedly warned all that ſtood 
by to take heed by: is example, how to liſten too much to 
worldly wiſedome,eſpccially when chey ſhould be called before 
men to profelſe the Religion of Chriſt. And ly mg in this ex: © 
cremicie, herefuſed all manner of fuſtenance, rebuking and be. 
ing angrie with his ſonnes that opened his mouth co make him 
{ſwallow ſomefood to ſuſtainc hun ; ſaying, Since he had forſa. 
ken his Lord and Maſter, all his creatures oughtto forſake him;T 
am afcard of cuery thing , there is nor a creature that hath not 
conſpired to worke my deſtrudtion : let medie, let me die, that [ 
may go and feele that vnquenchable fire, which alreadie conſu- 
meth mee, and which I can by no meanes cſ{cape.. And thus 
he died indeed, pinedto deathin deſpaire and horrible tormene 
of conſcience. 


(nturcy.ca.12 Nichomachu aman that ſtoutly profetſed Chriſt Teſus in pro- 


Theatrumhi- 
ftoricum. 


ſperitie, being broughtro his trial ar Troas, and put into tor- 
ments, hedenied him ; and being deliuered by that means, con- 
ſented to offer ſacrifice vnto Idols. Bur as ſoone as he had fini- 
ſhed his ſacrifice, ke was hoiſted vp by the Spirit of darkenelle, 
whoſe darling now.he was, and dathed againit the earth : ſo that 
his teeth biring his profane tongue (wherewith he had denicd 
his Sauiour) in two, hedied incontinently, 

Tamer a proletlor of the truc Religion, was ſeduced by ,his 
brother tocleaue vnto Poperie, and to torſake his firſt loue: but 
for his detection from the cruth, the Lord gaue him vp into a 
reprobate ſence, ſo that talling into diſpairehe hung himſelfe. 

Richard Denton a Blackeſnmuth dwelling at Wels in Cam- 
bridge-ſhire, having beene a profelſor of the Goſpell before 


' time ; when William Woolſey Martyr (whom the ſaid Dexton 


had firſt conuerted ynto the Truth) ſent him certaine mony out 
of priſon at Ely,withthis cgnunendations, That he maruclled he 
Fartle 


Cods Indotments. through Infirmitie, 


carried ſolong behinde him, ſceing he was the firſt that delive= 75 
red him the booke of Scripture into his hand, and told him that 
ic was thetruch : his anſwer was this, I confelle it 1s true, but alas Atts and Mg- 
] cannot burne, But he that could not burne in the cauſe of 2»mMents, pag. 
Chritt, was afterward burned againſt his will ; for in the yeare '7 7 
1564 his houſe was {cron fire, and whileſt he went in to ſauchis 
goads, he loſt 1 lite. | 
There was alſo one Burton Bailife of Crowland in Lincolne. 
ſhire, who pracending an carneſt friendſhip to the Goſpel in king 
Edwards time ; atcerthe Kings death beganluſtily to ter vp the 
Popiſh Matleagaine, and would hauc beaten the poore Curat, if 
h;chad not ſetcled himfelte thereto ; but ſee how the Lords "0g YC- 
ment ouertooke him z as he cameriding from Fennebanke one 
day, a Crow flying ouer his head, ler tall her excrements vpon 4s and Mo- 
his face,ſo that it ran from thetopof hisnoſe down to his beard, P"M<t5 pigy 
the poyſoned ſent and ſauour whereof ſo annoyed his ſtomacke, ſs 
that he neuer ceaſed vomiting vntill he came home: and after 
falling deadly licke, would neuer receive any meat, but vomited 
ſtill, and complained of that ſtinke, curſing the Crow that had 
poyſoned him; to be ſhort,within few days he dicd def peratly, 
withoutany token of repentance of his former lite. 
Hither may weadde the examples of one Henrie Smith a, Att and Mo- 
Lawyer of the middle Temple, and eArno/d:a Bomelina a Sty- Puments. 
dent of Louyaine ; bath which hauing protefled the Truth a 
while, and after being ſeduced by euill companic, the one of G/- 
forathe other of "#8 Tileman, Smith afterward hanged him- 
ſelte in his chamber inthe Temple, inthe yere of our Lord,1 569. 
Bomeli murchered himſelte with his owne dagger. And thus 
theſe two Apoſtara's felt the heauie ſcourge of Gods wrath ; fos 
reuolting from the Truch which they once Protetled, 


GHAR |. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Of thoſe that haue willingly fallen away, 


239 Heſe kinde of Apoſtata's which weare 
Sm) now to {peake of, are ſuch as with- 
FJ: out any outward compyliion , threats, 
FS or likelyhaod of danger, forſake free- 

' ly Gods true Religion, and giue then» 
PX {clues ouer to all 1dolatrie : Againſt 
D ) whome there 13 a Decree ordained in 
| ”< thethirtcenth of Dexteronomie , by the 
iuver of Heauen : which is this; If the inhabitants of any 
Citie haue turned from the Lord, to follow after ftrange gods, let 
them be deſtroyed with the edge of their ſword,and their Citie cow 
ſumed with fire, that or may be witerly raſed out and brought te 


_ 


v, King-II. wothing. This wasthelinneef Salomon King of Iſrael (a brave 


and mightie kingdome in his time) a man ſubje&ro none for 
power, nor fearing any forauthorite: yer for allthis, ſo filthily 
recoyling from the Truth which he knew and had profelled, 
that in ſtead of ſerumg the true God, hee became a ſerter.vp of 

falſe Idols, and that of his owne free will and pleaſure : he that | 
had beene'ſo wel brought vp and inſtructed from his childhood 
in truereligion by his Schoolemaiſter the Prophet Nathan, in- 
to whoſe charge hee was committed ; and ſo often and carneftly 
admoniſhed by his father Daxia,to obſerue diligently the law of 
God, todire& his wayes thereby : and whom Cod vouchſafed 
this honotrr, to appeare twice vnto, and to enrich -and adore 
with ſuch excellence wiſdome, thatthe Queene of Saba hearmy 


his report,cameto Jeruſalem to be hisauditor:euen this Salomon 


in his old age, when heeſhould haue been moſt ſedfaſt and con- 
Ranr, ſuffered himſelfe to be ſeduced by the enticements of his 
ſtrange wiues and concubines, to offer ſeruicevnto ftrangegods, 
Fr Gen- 

tiles, 


& to torſake the God of heauen,to worſhip the jdols of 


Gods Iudgements. through Wilfulneſſe, . 


tiles, And as his renowne was great and famous before for 77 
building chat ſumptuous and þeauritull Temple at Jeruſalem ; | 
ſo was his obloquie and reproch the greater, for ereting Altars 
and Chappels tor the Idols of his wiues and concubines , euen 
for cucrie one of their Idols , to the intent to flatter and pleaſe 
their humours : it was theretore jult and e<quall , that the +Lord 
( his wrath being prouoked againſt him) raiſed vp two ſtrong 
enzmics that wrought him and his people much ſcach. Yea 
morcouer, ſerob9am one of his owne leruants (whileſt hee yer 
[i 1ed) was by the ordinance of God deligned King ouer ten 
Tribes: and ſo God puniſhed him for his Idolatrie and backe- 
ſliding , leauing him bur a ſmall portion of the Kingdome ro 
continue to his Succellors : which, had it not beene for his fa- 
ther Daxidsſake, had beene alſoraken away. Ir is true, That 
weeread not that he euer hindered the ſeruice of the Temple, 
or compelled or perſuaded any man to worſhip an Idol] : yerhe 
did enough to make him culpable before God of a grieuous 
ſinne, 1n that he being the head and Soueraigne Magiſtrate of 
the people, commuted ſuch wickednelle and luch Apoſtaſie in 
Iſracl: belide,it 1s a meruailous ſtrangething , that in all his 
Hiftoriethere 1s not ſo muchas ary token mentioned, or to be 
gathered, of his true repentance after this notable fall. And he 
that well weigheth the nature and qualitie of this (inne , ſhall 
perceiue that it ſomewhat reſembleth that which is ſpoken of in 
the {1xth Chapter to the Hebrewes, verſe 4, 5, 6: for Salomon 
was not ſo ignorant and deftituce of the knowledge of God, 
but rather had che treaſure of wiſedome in fulnelle and aboun- 
dance, and was endowed with the gifts and graces of Gods Spi- 
rit, that hee was able to inſtruct others, and to diſcharge a Do- 
ctors place inthe Church, as he alſo did both by word and wri- 
ting. And although chat the Sonne of God was not as then yer 
manifeſted in the fel , yer the power andefficacicot his death 
being euerlalting , and from the beginning, whereof the Law 
with the ceremonies and ſacrifices thercot', was as it were a 
Schoolemaiſter, could not be hidden trom him. Therefore ſo 
Tn TI EEE, ſoong. 
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g ſovig as he ad Hed] cowelie is wdolatrie, he forthwith a- 
Itis manifeſt, bandoued the holy ordina!ce> arid ſacrifices of Gods Law , and 
that Salome guuted nmicl:cof the pronuſeot Aluation therein contained ; 
didrepent;f1:1t 1 {2nnulling and waking of noneeffett, as concerning hunſelfe, 


—_— graceot che Mcdiator, ordamed from the b:»ginning : fo that 


ſaid, that Go : : : ; 
loud h m. Se- his downetall wasterribleand perillous. Yet there be chatthinke 


codly, becauſc that afterall this he wrote the booke of Eccle/raſtes, as a decla- 
he was 2 PC1- xxcion of hisrepencance ; whoſe opinion 1 purpoſe notto con- 


man of {o:ne 
part of the tradict. : ; ; 
Roboam his ſonne ſucceded him, as well in the likeneſſe of 


Scripture: and 
thirdly » Be- his {inne, as of his kingdome: for after thar the Prieſts and Le- 
cauic he was yires forlaking the part of /eroboam becaule of his idols , and 
Eg ot  leauing their houſes and polleſſions to ſtrangers, had made re- 
2 Chron. 12. Paireto him, for feare of God, and loue of hisholy ſeruice , and 
that he had diſpoſed and put in order his publique affaires., for 
the ratifying and confirming of his kingdome ; preſently hee 
and all his peopleforſooke thelaw of God, and gaue themſelues 
ouer to Idolatrie 2nd other gricuousſinnes: wherefore the Lord 
alſoforſooke and gauethem ouer to the hands of (2/ac King 
of /Xpypt, that raiſed vp a mightie power of men, euen 4 
thouſand and two hundred Chariots , threeſcore thouſand 
horſemen, withan infinitemultitude of footmen to make wane 
againſt him: ſothat all theſtrong ciries and fortreſſes of Tudah, 
no nor Ierulalem it ſelfe , was ſtrong enough to repulſe him 
from ſacking and taking them , and robbing the Temple of 
cheir treaſures, and deſpoyling the Kings palaces of his riches, 
and carrying backe into Xpgypt arich prey of the beſt and beat 
titulleſt things that were therein. And this was the firſt ſhake 
that euer this Kingdome recciued (ince it was a Kingdom, 
whereby it began to waine and decline. Notwithſtanding all 
this, yet the Lord had compaſſion and pittie of him and his 
people, and would not ſuffer his dignitie to be troden vnder 
foot and quite ſuppreſled , bur reftored him once againe into 
an honorable cſtate, becauſe when hc was reprooued by Se- 


meiathe Prophet, bh humbled himſelfte before the Lord , RN 
is 
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his Princesalſo: which is a manifeſt (igne,that his Knne was not 79 
an vniuerſal Apoſtalie, wherby he was wholly turned afide from 
God and all hopeof grace ; but it was a particular reuolt,ſuch as 
was that of his forefathers, the children of Iſrael, when they 11m- 
magined that God would be preſent with them in the Idola- 
crous golden Calfe, and in that figure co worſhip him, ſocrolle 
and ſenceletſe were they : although yet Roboams lin ſeemeth to 
exceedtheirs in grearnelle and gwlrinelle, 

The Iewes that in the time of Pro/omey Philopater abode in 
MXgypr, and willingly renounced thglaw and ſeruice of God, in 
hope thereby berter to pronide for their worldly commodirics, 
cnzoyed not long their eaſe and proſperitie: for the other Tewes 
which had couragioully ſtucke to their profeſſion, and had been 
miraculouſly delivered from their enemies , being grieued and 
chafed at their ercoyle , made their ſupplications to the King / 
(whoſe heart God inclined to fauor their ſuit)that he would per- 
mit them to reuenge Gods quarrel vpon thoſe Apoſtates as they 
had deſerued: alledging , that it was hard for them to be true 
Subjects to the King, who for their bellics ſake had rebelled a- Machab. 7. 
gainſt the commandements of God. The King ſecing their re- 
queſt reaſonable, and their reaſons which they alledged likelic, 
not onely commended them, but gaue them full authoritie to 
deſtroy all thoſe that could be found inany place of his domini- 
on, without ony further enquirieof che cauſe, or intelligence of 
the Kings authoritie: inſomuch that they pur to death all thoſe 
that they knew to haue defiled themſclues with filthie Idols, do- 
ing them before, all che ſhame they could deuiſe, Sothar at that 
timethere were diſpatched aboue threc hundred perſons: which 


when they had accompliſhed they rejoiced greatly. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XVII. 


of the third and worſt ſort of Apoſtates, thoſe that throuzh 
malice forſake the Truth, 


a OD ga2 F (obe that they of whom we haueſpo. 
Fas Ga ken inthe twotormer Chapters, are in 

p- 'g/ their reuoltings inexcuſable ( as indeed 

& they arc) then much more worthue con. 


« 
- CY 


& demnation are they, who not onely ina 


[-*>g villanous contempt caſt away thegrace 

: : SY of Gods Spirit, 64 his holy Ws 
kV CA but alſo ota purpoſed malice ſet thei 
ſelues againſt theſame, yea and endea« 

uour with all their power, veterly to race ang root it out, and in 
ſtead rhereotto plant thelies,errors, and illuſtons of Satan by all 
meanes poſſible. Againſt this kind of Monſters ſentence is pro 
nounced inthe thirteenth of Dexteronomie ; to wit, That juſtice 
ſhould be executed vpon them with all exrremirie, and no mer» 
cieand compaſiion ſhewen vpon him, be he Prophet or whae | 
clic, that goeth about to ſeduce ochers from the ſeruice of the Ab | 
mightie, to follow falle gods, This isthe pitfall wherein /erobo= 
am chefirft King of Iſrael ſlipped by th peruerſcnelle of his 
ownecon{cience ; whoas he had by his rebellion againſt Reho- 
boamand the Houſeof Danrd,vpreared anew "rae, 69 - ſo by 
rebellion againſt God and bis Houſe (in hope by that meanesto 
retaine his vſurped ſtate and people in ſubje&tion) vpreared alſo 
a new Religion: for diſtrufting the promiſes of God, which 
were made him by the Propher eAhias as touching the Realme 
of Iſrael, which he was alreadie in potleſſion of , and deſpiling 
the good counſel] of God , in rc{pe&t of his owne inuenti- 
ons , hee was ſo beſorted and bleared withthem, char juſt after 
the patrerne of his Idolatrous forefathers, who by their XgyP- 
tian 
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cjan trickes had prouoked the wrath of God againft themſclues, 
he ſer vp goldencalues, and cauſed the people to worſhip them, 
keeping them ſo from going to Ieruſalemto worſhip God : nor 
yet content with this, healfo crefted high placesto ſer his Idols 
in ; and hauing reſtrained the Prieſts and Leuices from the excr= 
ciſe of their charge, he ordaineda new order of Prieſts to ſacri- 
Gce and miniſter vnto his gods , and proclaimed a newer feaft 
chan that chat was in Juda z euen the ſeuenth day of the eight 
moneth : wherein hee not onely exiled the pure and lincere 
feruice of God, but alſo peruerted and turned vplide downe the 
Eccleliaſtical diſcipline and policie of Gods Church , which by 
che Law had beene inſtituted. And that which 1s yet more, as 


$1 


he was offering incenſe on the Alcarat Berhel,when the Prophee |, King, 14. 


cryed out againſt the Altar, andexclaumed againft that filthy 
Idolatrie, by denouncing chevengeance of God againſt it, and 


che maintainers thereof, he was ſo deſperate and ſenceletle, as ro Contempt of 


offer violence to him, and co command that he ſhould be arta- 
ched : but the power of Gods diſpleaſure was vpon him by and 
by ; for that hand which he had ftrerched out againſt the Pro- 
phet, dried vp, ſothat he could nor draw it backe againe : and 
at the verie inſtant, for a more manifeſt declaration of the 
wrath of God , the Altar rent in pieces , and the aſhes that 
were within were diſperſed abroad, And alchough ar the pray- 
er of that holy man , his dried hand was reſtored to his for- 
mer ſtrength and ſoundnelle, yer recurned not hee from his 
vnjuſt and diſloyal dealing, but obſtinately continued therein 
cill hisdying day. Wheretore alſo the fierce wrath of God hun- 
ted and purſued him continually: for firſt of all, he was robbed 
of his ſonne eA6:a, dying through ſickenelle : then he was ſer 
vpon by Abia King of Iuda, with-an armic of foure hundred 
thouſand men of war : and though his power was double in 
{trength and number, ariling to eight hundred thouſand per- 
fons, yer was he and his vaſt armie quite diſcomfired : for he loſt 
at that field fiue hundred thouſand of his men , beſtde certaine 
Cities which were yeelded to Abia = che purſuit of his _ 

1s 
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his conrage was ſo abated and impoueriſhed euer after this, that 
he could neuer recouer {trengch to reliſt the King of Indah 
more : And ſo God reuenged at once the Apoſtacie both of the 
King and people of Ifracl, and laſt of all ſo ftrucke him after, 
ws, A dicd. | 

[ram King of Tuda, although his farher /oſaphar had inſty. 
Aed him from his childehood wich holy and wholefome pre. 
cepts, and ſer before his face the example of his owne zeale, 
in purging the Church of God from all Idolatrie and ſuper. 
ſtirion, and maintaining the true and pure ſeruice of God ; ye 
did he ſo foulely runne aftray ftromhis fathers ſteps, that ally. 
ing himſelfe by the marriage of Arha/ia, to the Houſe of eA. 
chab, hebecame not only himſelte like vntothe Kings of Iſrael 
in their filthic idolatrie, but alſo drew his people afcer him,cav. 
ſing the Inhabirants of Jeruſalem, and men of Iuda, to runne 
a whoring after his ſtrange gods : for which cauſe Elias the 
Prophet moſt ſharpely reproouedhim by Letters ; the contents 
whereof in ſumme was this: That becauſe he rebelled againk 
the Lord God of his "Fathers, therefore the people that were Þ 
in his ſubje&ion ſhould rebell againſt him, Preſently the 
Arabians and Philiſtims roſe vp againſt him , wafted hs 
Countrey, robbed him of his treaſures, tooke away his wiues, 
and put all his children to the ſword, except little Ochozia 
his youngeſt ſonne that was preſerued : And after all thek 
miſeries , the Lord ſmote him with ſo outragious and ynas 
rable a diſcaſe in his bowels, that after two yeares torment 
he died thereof, his guts being fallen our of his bellic with 
anguiſh. 

Toasalfo King of the ſame Countrey, was one to whome 
God had beene many wayes beneficial from his infancie: for 
he was cuen then miraculouſly preſerued from the bloudic hand 
of Arthalia, and after brought vp in the houſe of God, ynder 
che tuition of that good Prieſt /choiada : yet he was no ſooner 
lifred vp into his royal dignitie, bur by and by he and his peo- 
pk ſtarted aſide, rothe worſhip of ſockes and Rones, ar that 


IN cime 


ed, and himſelfe vexed with gricuous diſcaſes ; till at length his 
owne ſeruants conſpired againſt himfor che death of Zacharias, 
and ſlew him on his bed: yea and his memorie wasfo odious, 
chat they could not affoord hima burying place among the Se- 
pulchres of their Kings. 
eAmazias the ſonneof this wicked father, carried himſelfe 
alſo ar che firſt vprightly towards God in his ſeruice ; but it 1a- 
ſted not long : fora while after, he was corrupted and turned a- 
ſidefrom that good way which hehad begun, to tread in the by- 
paths of his father /oas: for after hehad conquered the Idumxz- 
ans, and ſlainetwentie thouſand men of warre, and ſpoyled di- 
uers of their Cities, in ſtead of rendringdue thankes to God, 
who (withour che aid of the )ſraclites) kad giuen him that vio- 
rie, hee ſet vp thegodsof the Edomites, which he had robbed 
them of, ro be his gods, and worſhipped aud burned mcenſeto 
them ; ſo void of ſince and reaſon was hee. And being rebuked 
by the Prophet, of his aduerſe dealing,he wasſofarre from hum- 
bling and repenting himſelfe thereof, chat quite contrarie , hee 
proudly withſtood and rejefed the Prophets threatenings, 
menacing him with death if he ceaſed not. Thus by this means 
Dauing aggrauated his ſinne , and growing more and more 
Fu Too 
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84 obſtinate, God madehiman inſtrument to haſten his owne de: 
ſtruction ; for being proud, and puffed yp with the overthrow 
which he gaue the Edomites, he defied the King of Iſrac] , and 
Kip, + to bartel] alſo: but full euill to his caſe; for hee 
loſt the day, and was carried priſoner to Ieruſalem,where before 
his face (for more reproch) tourehundred cubits of the wall was 
broken downe, the Temple and palace ranſackt of his Trea- 
ſures, and his children carried for hoſtages to Samaria. And not 
long after, treaſon was deuiſed againſt him in leruſalem, ſothar 
he fed toLachiſh, and being purſued chitheralſo, was there ta. 
ken and put todeath, 

Likewiſe King eAhaz for making moken Images for Bae. 
lim, and walking in the Idolatrous wayes of the Kings of Iſrael, 
and burning his ſonnes with fire, after the abhomination of the 
heathen, in the yally of Ben-Hinnon, was forſaken of the Lord, 
and delivered into the hands of the King of Syria , who carried 
him priſoner to Damaſcus : andnot onely ſo , but was alſo ſub- 
dued by Pekah King of Iſrael, in that great battell, wherein his 
owneſonne, with foureſcore thouſand men at armes, were ſlain; 
yea and two hundred thouſand of all ſorts, men, women, and 
children,were taken priſoners : for all theſe chaſtiſements did he 
not once reforme his life, but rather grew worſe and worſe, To 
make vpthe number of his finnes., he would needs ſacrifice to 
the gods of Damaſcus alſo, thinking to finde ſuccour at their 
wa. : ſo that hevtterly defaced the true ſeruice of God at Ie- 
ruſalem, broke in pieces the holy Vellels, lockt vp the Temple 
doores, and placed in their ſteads his abhominable Idols, forthe 
people to worſhip, anderedted Alrars in euery corner of the Ci- 
tie to do ſacrifice on, But asherebelled on enery ſide againſt his 
God, ſo God raiſed vp enemies on euery fide to diſturbe 
him : the Edomites and Philiftims aſſaulted him on one ſide, 
beat his people, tooke and ranſackt his Cities; on the other 
ſide, the Alſyrians whom he had hired with a great ſunme for 
bis helpe, turned to his vndoing and vtter ouerthrow and 
confulion. Fo | 
COMELAS What 
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What ſhall we thinke of Manaſes ? who reedified thehigh gg 
laces and altars, which the zeale of Ez:chi his father had 2.Chron. 33. 
defaced and throwne downe, and adored and worſhipped the 
planes of Heauen, the Sunne, the Moone, and the Starres,pro- 
phaned the porch of Gods Temple with alcars dedicated co 
ſtrange gods, commuitring thereon all thie abhominations of the Lib.1.c49.26} 
Genriles ; yea, and caul ed his lonnes to patle chrough the val- 19olutry. 
ley of Ben-Hinnon ; and yas an obſeruer of times and [caſons, 
and gaue himlelie ouer £0 Witchcraft, Charming,and Sorce- 
ries, and vicd the helpe of familiar ſpirits and Soothſayers : 1 
and chac which is more, placed a carued Image inthe houſe of 
God, Hit againitche ſecond commaundement of the Law : So 
tha: hee did not onely goe aſtray and erre himſelfe, in giuing 
ouer his minde to moſt wicked and daminable herelies , buc 
alſo ſeduced the people by his pernicious example and autho- 
ritie to doe the like miſchiete. And that which 1s yer more, 
and worſt of all , hee made no account nor reckoning of the 
admonitions of the Prophets , bur the rather and the more 
hardened his heart , to runne out into all manner of cruelcic 
and wickednelle, that his linnes might have their full mea- 
ſure. For theverie ſtones of the ſtreers of Teruſalem were ſtai- 
ned from one cornerto another with the guiltlelle and inno- 
cent bloud of choſe that either for difſuading him from,or not 
yeelding vnto his abhominable and dereſtable idolatrie, were 
cruelly nurchered : Amongſt the number of which ſlaine in- 
nocents, many ſuppoſe thatthe Propher Eſayas (although he z.Kins.r2, 
was of the bloud royall) was with a ftrange manner of tor- 
ment put to death, Wherefore the flame of Gods ire was 
kindled againſt him and his people : ſo thar hee ſtirred yp 
the Aſlyrians againſt chem ; whoſe power and force they be- 
ing not able co refift, were ſubdued, and the king himſelte ta- 
ken and pur in fetters, and bound in chaynes , carried captiue 
ro Babylon: bur beeing there 1n tribulation , hee humbled his 
ſoule, and prayed vntotheLord his God ; who for all his wis- 
ked, cruell, and abhominable Apoſtaſie was intreated of him, 
and receiued him to mercic 3 yeaand brought him againe to 
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[cruſalem into his vnhoped for kingdom.Then was he no mor 
vnthankefullto the Lord tor his wonderfull deliuerance, but be. 
ing touched with true repentance for his former life , aboliſhed 
che ſtrange gods, broke downe their Alrars, and reſtored apaine 
the true Religion of God, and gaue ſtrait commandement to his 
people to do the hke. Vherein it was the pleaſure of the High. 
eſt, to leaue a notable memorial vnto all pofteritie , of his great 
and infinite mercie towards poore and mulerable {inners, tothe 
end that no man (behis {innes neuer fo hainous) ſhould at any 
time diſpaire: for,#/here ſinne abonndeth, there grace abonndeth 
much more. Admit that this reuolr of Iſanaſſes was far greater 
and more outragious than was Sa/omons, yet his true repentance 
found the graceto be raiſed yp from that wotull downfall : for, 
od hath mercie on whom he will haze mercie, and compaſſion on 
whom he will haue compaſſion. O the profoand riches of the wiſe« 
dome and knowledge of God! How wnſpeakeable are his indge- 
ments? and his wayes paſt finding out. | 
eAmon the wicked ſonne of this repentant father, com- 
mitted alſo the like oftence in ſeruing ſtrange gods , but re- 
canted not by like repentance ; and therefore God gaue his 
owne ſeruants both will to conſpire, and power to execute 
his deſtruction , after he had ſwayed the kingdome but two 
ycares. 


CH AP. XVIII. 
Of the third and worfl ſort of Apoſtata's. 


| => =] how much the thore God hath in theſe 
| AIDSZZ@K | later dayes poured forth more plencifully 
onal [2 | his graces vpon the ſonnes of men, by the 
5. @5, | maniteſtarions of his Sonne Chrift Ieſus mn 


[> D)j the fleſh, and ſent fortha more clecre light 
KA AÞ| by the preaching of his Goſpel! into the 


= === world than was bctore times ; by 1o much 
the more culpable before God, and guiltic of eternal daninarion 
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ze they , who being once enlightened and made partakets of $7 

thoſe excellent graces,come afterwards either to deſpiſe or make 

light accountof them, or go abour ro ſuppreſſethe truth , and : 

ucnch cheſpirit which inſtrutted chem therein. This is the ſin 

againſt che holy Gholt, whuch 1s mentioned inthe (ixt and centh 

chapter to the Hcbrewes, andin the tweltth of Leke,and in ano« 

cher place, it is called a Sine vnto death, becauſc it is impardo- 

nable, by reaſon that no excuſe of ignorance can be pleaded, nor 

any plaſter of true repentance applied vnto it, The Apoſtata's 

of the 01d Tcltament vader the Law were not guiltie of this ſin : 

for although there were many that willingly and maliciouſly 
reuolted and ſet themfſelues againſt the Prophetsof God,making 

wane as it were with the holy Ghoſt yet ſeeing they had no 

ſuch clcere re{timonies of Chriſt Jeſus, and declaration of 

Gods Spirit as wee haue, their ſinne cannot be properly ſaid di- 

rectly co be againſt the holy Ghoſt, and ſo neuerto beremitted : 
according to the deſcription of this ſinne in thoſe pallages of 
Scripture which were before recited : as it may manifeſtly ap- 
peare by the former example of King WManaſſes, The Apo- 
{tle himſelfe likewiſe doth auerre thetruth hereof, when he ſaith, 

If we finne willingly after that we hane reeeined the knowledge of Heb.10.26, 27 
the Truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſinnes, but a 28, 29, 
fearefull looking for of indgement, and violent fire , which ſhall 

denonre the aduerſaries, If any man desþiſed Moſes Law,he died 

without mercie, wnder two or three witzeſſes : of how much ſorer 

puniſhment ſuppoſe yee ſhall he be worthie, which treadeth vnder 

foot the Soune of God, and connterh the blond of the new Tefta- 

ment 4s a propl: ane thing, whereb y he was ſanttified, and doth de- 

ſpight the Spirit of grace ? Here we may lee that this (inne is pro- 

perto thoſe only that lived vnder the Goſpell, and hane taſted 

of the comfort and knowledge of Chriſt, 

Iadas Iſcariot (that wicked and accurſed Varlet) committed 

the deed,and teeles the ſcourge of this great {inne: for he (being 

a Dilciple, nay an Apoſtle of Chrift Ietus ) mooued with coue- 

toulnctle,atter he had deujſed and concluded of the nianner and 
—— 7” Tl 


EN 


Apſtataes a 
88 


Math 27. 
Ads 1- 


Sits 


nd Backfliders The Theatre of 


coimplot of histreafon with the enemies, { old his Lord and Ma; 
ter, che Samior of the World, for thirtie pieces of f1luer, and be. 
traycd him into the hands of theenes and murtherers , who 
ſoughtnothing bur his deftru&ion. After this vile traitour had 

ertormed this cxecrable purpoſe (by rca!on whereoZ heeis cal. 
led the ſonne of perdition) he could find no ret nor repoſe jn his 
guilcie conſcience, but was horribly troubled and tormented 
withremorſe of his wickednelle, judging himlelfe worthie of a 
thouſand deaths,for be:rayingthatinnocent and guilcletTe bloud, 
Ifhee looked vp,he ſaw the vengeance of God readie to fall yp. 
on him and enfnare him: if he looked downe, hie ſaw nothing 
but hell gaping toſwallowhim vp: che light of this world was 
odious to him, and his owne life diſpleaſed him, ſothat beein 
plunged into the bottomeletTepit of deſpaire,he at latt ſtrangl 
himſelfe, and burſt in ewaine un the middeſt, and all lus bowels 
ouſhed our. 

There isa notable example of Lxciaz, who hauing profelled 
Chriftianitic for aſeaſon vnder che Emperour Traian, tell away 
afterwards, and became ſoprophaneand impious,as to make a 
mocke at religion and diuinitie; wherupon his firmame was cal- 
led Arheift,This wretch,as he barked out (likea foule mouthed 
cog) bitter taunts againſt the rel:;gion of Chriſt, ſecking roxend FÞ 
and aboliſh it,ſo he was himſelfe,in Gods vengeance,torn inple- 
ces and deuoured of dops. 

Porphyriealfo (a whelpe of the ſame litter)after he had recei- 
ued the knowledge of the truth, for deſpight and anger chat hee 
was reproued of his faults by che Chriftians,fer himfelte againſt 
chem, and publiſhed books full of horrible blaſphemies, to dil- 
credit and ouerthroiw the Chriſtian fairh. Bue when he perceived 
how fully and ſuihiciently he was confuted, and that hee was re- 
puted an accurſed and confounded wretch for his labor,in terti- 

ble deſpairc andanguiſh of ſoule he died, 
{lian the Emperour, {yrnamed the Apoſtate, caſt himſelfe 


headlong into the'ſame gulte : for hauing becne brought vp 
and inſtructed from hischulde hood jn the Chriſtian ach, ad 
cer yard 
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:frerward a while a profeſt reader thereof to others in the 3g 
Church, as ſoone as hee had obtayned the Empire, maliciouſly 

rcuoleed from hisprofeſfon, and relifted wich all his power,the 

Faich and Church of Chriſt, cndeauouring by all meanes polli- hg ; q: 
ble, eicher by force to ruinate anddeftroy it, or by fine ſleights ogy 6 

-nd ſybtilties to vadermine it. And becauſe his purpoſe was to ; 

doe what hurt heecould to Chriſtains, therefore hee ſtudied by 

all hee could co pleaſe, concent,and vphold che contrarie partic, 

I meane che Painims : hee cauſed their temples firſt to bee ope- 

ned, which Conſtantine his predecelour had cauſed to bee ſhut 

vp : hee tooke trom the Chriſtian Churches and their miniſters 

thoſe priuiledges, liberties, and commodities which the ſaid 
Conftantine had beſtowed vpon them : and nor content with Atheiſtne, 
this, hee confiſcated the Church reuenues, and impoſed great {.1.cap.z5; 
taxes and tributes vpon all that protetſedche name of Chriſti« 
ans,and forbad them to haue any {chooles of learning for their 
children. And yet more to vex and gricue them, hee tran(la- 
ted many orders of the Church diſcipline and policie into Pa- 
ganiſme . After hee had thus by all meanes ſtriuen to beat 
downethe Scepter of Chriſts kingdome, it turned quite contra- 
rieto hisexpeRation; for 1n ſtead thereof,he ſcepter of his own 
Kingdome was broken and brought to nought : at that time 
when making warre vpon the Perlians, hee was wounded with 
anarrow, which pierced his armour, and diucd fo deepe into 
his (ide, that hee died thereof. When he vndertookethis voyage, 
hee was furniſhed with ſuch brauerie both of apparell and all 
thingselſe, as it might ſceme it appertained to him and none 
clic co ouerwhelme and ouer{way the world; itill belching out 
threats againſt poore Chriftiavs, whome hee had determined 
at his returneirom Periia veterly to deſtroy, and leauenone a- 
luc, as was efrerwards reported by one of his Counſell. The 
number of hisſouldiers was ſoinnumerable, and his ſtrength 
{0 impregnable, that hemadeno.pther reckoning, but to be Jord 
of Perl1a in a very ſhort ſpace. Bur loe how the lord ouertur- 
neth the attemprs ofhis enemies: This greatarmie (as S.Chry- 


{oftome reporteth apainſt che Heathen)in which he pur ſo _ 
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confidence, ſeemed erelong to be rather a vaſt and weake mnlt;.' 
tude of women and infants, than an hoſt of Warriours: tor by 
euill and foolith condu&t and gouernment, there roſe {o great a 
famine amonglt thein , that their horſes which were prouided 
for the batte], ſerued for their bellies, yea and tor want of that 
too, many hundieds died for hungerand thirſt. Euen when he 
skirmiſhed, his owne ſide came to the worſt, doing more (cath 
to themſelues, than to their enemies: and laſtly, (leading then 
ſo vndiſcreetly) chey could not by any meanes eſcape, but were 
conſtrained attcr he was {laine, to encreat the Perl1ans to ſuffer 
them to retyre ; and ſoas many as could, eſcaped and fled away 
ro ſaue che:r liues, And thus this braue army was thus miſerably 
difinembred and diſcomfited, tothe cuerlatting ſhame of that 
wicked Apoſtate. 

One of the Treaſurers of this wicked Emperor (who to pleaſe 
his Maſter, torſooke alſo the Religion of Chriſt)being on a time 
mocking and deriding the miniftrie of the holy Word, died mi 
ſcrably on a ſudden, vorniting his owne bloud our of his mouth, 
and (as Chryſoſtome ſaith) his priuie parts being rotten and pu« 
trified, and conſumed with lice, for all that eucr he could do to 
remedie the ſame. 

Ic 1s recorded of Trevellizes the firſt King of the Bulgarians, 
chat being conuerted with his people to thefaith of Chriſt, to 
the end to giue himſeltemore quieter to the medication and ex- 
erciſe of Religion, re{igned ouer his kingdome to hiseldett {on ; 
whom when he percejued to renounce the Faith , and to follow 
{trange gods, hee not onely depriued of all his Royal digni- 
tic, but alſo cauſed his eyes to be pur our, for a putyſhnient of 
his Apoſtacie , and beſtowed the kingdome vpon his other 
ſonne : (hewing vhereby, that he that abandoneth the true light 
of In, 15 not worthie to enioy the comfortable light of the 
world. | 

During theheptarchie of the Saxons here in England , there 


lig.3e Cap, 1s raigned 1n Northumberland two Kings;one called Oftrich,who 
was King ofthe Deirians, and the other Easfiide King of the 
Berniians (tor into thoſe tyo Prouinces was that countrey - 

___ nienthy 


"2, 


tiently diuided,) Theſe two Kings before chey came to their 
Crownes, were by the preaching of Pan/inz conuerted to the 
Faith of Chriſt, and bapriſed into the ſametfaith ; but as ſoone as 
God aduanced chem to their kingly dignities, prelently they ex- 
elled the King of Glorie our of cheir hearrs , and renouncing 
Chriſt. berooke cthemlelues againe to their filthie Idols. Burthey 
joyed not long inthis their Apolſtacie, for within one yeare they 
were both [lame by Cedwalia King of the Britaines, the one in 
battell, che ochicr comnnng to ue tor peace : And fo they forſa- 
king Chriſt in their proſ! pCritie , Were torſaken by him 1n their 
aduerlicie , and giuen ouer to be a prey into the hands of cheir 
encinies, This yeare wherein theſerwo Kings thus reuolted and 
were {laine, hath vpon it the marke of vengeance to this day : for 
by the common conſent of all Chronicles, that the memorie of 
theſe Apoſtates might be vtrerly detaced and blotred out, it was 
reckoned in the account of the next Kingsraigne,to wit O/ivold 
aholy and religious man ; and ſo both the name of the Kings, 
and the time of their raigne, is , in deteſtation of the Apoſtacie, 
vtterly left out of our Engliſh Stories, as if they were vnworthic 
to hauea place amongſt men,much moreamong Kings,that for- 
ſooke Clriit of their owne accord, without any conſtraint or 
compullion thereunto. 

A Dmnnne at Louyaine, one /ames Latonrs, who was veell in« 
ſtructed at the frit in the knowledge of the Truth: afterwards 
renouncing the ſame , endeauoured with all his power to im- 
pugneand opprelle it. This man being ona tune mounted into 


a pulpit, to preach before the Emperour { har/es the fifth, was at 


the verie inſtant ſo amaſed and aſtoniſhed, thac no man could 
perceiue what heſaid, and ſo made hiinfelte a laughing ſtocke to 
all that audience, Seeing himfſelte thus difpraced, hee returned 
from Brullels ro Louvaine,wherehe tell into {uch griefe and ſor- 
row of minde, for the diſhonour which hee had gotten, thar ir 
turned at length into deſpaire: andin his dayly Lectures theſe or 
like words oftentimes eſcaped him atter that goodly Szrmon , 
Thar he had impugned the truth ot God: which when divers 


ot his owne Coat hcard, they cauſed hijn co be ſhut vp _ n a 
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houſe, wherc in deſperation heedied telling euerie man hee wag 
damned,and that he could no: hope for faluation or remiſſion of 
his linnes, becauſe thar of meere malice he had reliſtedand tnade 
warre wich God, 

Cardinall Poole an Engliſhman, had alſo ſometimes profeiled 
himſclfecobe well feene in the finceritie of the Goſpel] yer con- 
taric to his conſcience heſent intohis countrey the trophies and 
Enlignes of Antichriſt the Pope, which before had beene raſed 
out and aboliſhed the realme: bur he died two or three daies af. 
ter queene AZar:e, in horrible grietes, terrors, and feare;ulnelle, 
without any theiv of repentance. 

Stephen Gardixer Bithop of Wincheſter,andafterward Chan- 
cellor of England, ſhewed in his young yeares ſome forward. 
nelle to withitand the Popiſh abuſes and ſuperſtitions ; bur as 
ſoone as hc was exalted to honor,he turned ouera new leafe,and 
began freſhly and furiouſly ro afflit and ro rend the poore and 
Faithfull ſeruants of Chriſt, putting them to the cruelleſt deaths 
hee could deuiſe. And yer more to diſcouer his prophaneneſle 
and rebellion,he wrot many bookes againſt the pure religion of 
God : and being thus ſwolne with venemousſpight againſt the 


ſonne of God, beſide the extreame couetouſnetſe, whoredomes, 


and extortions which raigned in him bchold che Lord layed his 
hang of wrathypon him,2nd ſtroke him with ſo ſtrange a mala- 
die, that before his death ſuch horrible Rtinke ifſucd from him, 
that none of his friends and ſcruants, no not himſfelfe, could en- 
dure the ſauour thereof: his bellie was ſwolnelike a taber , his 
eyes diftracted and ſunkeinto his head his cheekes thin,and the 
appearance of þs whole face veric terrible : his breath ſauoured 
of a falthie and intollerable Rtinke,and all his members were rot- 
ren, with continuall griefes & ſwoonings: yerthis vile wretch in 
the middeſt of all theſetorments ceaſed not to yell out continu- 
all blaſphemics, and infamous ſpecches, and ſo deſpighting and 
maugring God, dicd. 

Perer Caſiellan Biſhop of Maſton, having attained to great 
riches and renowne by ch meanes of the Goſpell,curned not« 


withſtanding his backe to Chriſt, and mightily inucyed in es | 
oY 
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ſermons at OrleanceAgainſt the prnvon of his Religion ;ſee- 9g 3 
king ro make it knowne, that he had not onely abjured and de- | 
nick it, bur alſo that he was a proteſt aduerſarie vnto it. This 
man ſitting at a time in his chaire, fell into a ſtrange diſcaſe, 
which no Phyſitian had cuer {cene, or could ſearch our the cauſe 
of ; for onehalfe of his bodie was extreame hor, and burned like 
fire, the other extreamecold,and frozen like yce ; and in this tor- 
ment with horrible cries and gronings he cnded his life, 

A grey Frier called Picars, who once wasnot aſhamed of the 
Goſpell, afterwards ſet himſelfe to preach againſt that which he 
had profetled, and being inthe pulpicat Orleance, after infinite 
blaſphemies which he diſgorged againſt the Truth, atlaft ſayd, 
That he proteſted before God and theholy atlembly , chat hee 
would neuer preach more after that day,becauſe he was an Apo= 
ſtate: which ſaying he by and by impudently and conſtantly de- 
nied, to the perill and damnation of his owne ſoule ; thinking 
by his horrible curſes and forſwearings, to abuſe the poore igno- 
rant and ſuperſtitious people: but hee no ſooner came into the 
field, but the puilJant hand of God ouer-reached him,and ſtroke 
him ſpeechleſle, ſo that he was carried thence halfe dead , and 
within ſhort ſpace died, altogerher without any appearance of 
repentance. 

Among many other Judges which ſhewed themſelues hot 
and rigorous jn perſecuting and proceeding againſt the faichfull 
. priſoners of Valence in Daulphine , and other Romanes , ar 
that ſeaſon vehen two Miniſters of the ſame citie ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdome, one Laubefþina Counſellor, and Ponſenas the Kings 
Ateurney acthe Parliament of Grenoblc, both two hauing been 
protellors in times paſt, were notthe backwardeft in that ation: 
bur God made them both ſtrange examples of his wrath ; for 
Lanbeſpin falling in louewith a young Maide, was ſoextreame- 
ly paſſionate therein, that he forewent his owne cſtate , and all 
bounds of ciuile honeſtie, to follow her vp and downe whither 
{ocuer ſhe went : and ſecing his loue and labour deſpiſed and ſer 
at nought, he ſo pined away with verie thought, that making no 
reckoning of Jumſelfe, ſuch a multitude of hceſo fed vpon hi 7: 

an 


Apoſtatz's and Backſliders. The Theatre of 


94 


Perfecutiony 
I ib. 18c4Þ-15, 


Perſecution, 
Lib. TI. (4h, I L 


andtooke ſo good liking of their paſture, that by no meanes he 
could be clenſed of them;for they encreaſed & illued out of eve- 
ric part of his bodicin ſuch number,as maggors are wont to en 
gender in a dead and rotten carrion - At length a little be- 
tore his death ſeeing his owne miſcrie, and feeling Gods hea- 
uie vengeance vpon him, he began to diſpaire of all mercie ; 
and tothe endto abridge his miſerable days,he re{olued to hune 
gerſtaruchimſelfeto death, Which purpoſe thelice furthered , 
tor they ſtucke ſo thicke in his throat, as 1*they would haue cho. 
ked him cuery moment : neither could he futter any ſuſtenance 
to palledowne by reaſon of them. T hey that were cye-witnef. 
ſes of this putiful ſpeacle,were wonderouſly moued with com- 
paſſion , and conftrained himto cat whither he would or not; 
And that they might make him take cullifſes and other ſtewed 
broaths, becauſe he refuſed and {troueagainſt them,they bound 
his armes, and putgagges into his mouth, to keepe it open whi- 
Jeſt others poured in thetood. And in this wile being gagged, 
he died like a mad beaſt , with aboundance of lice that went 
downe his throat : in ſo much that the veric Papiſts them- 
ſelues ſtucke not to ſay , That as he cauſed the Miniſters of 
Valence to haue gagges thruſt inco their mouthes, and ſo 
pur Wo death, ſo likewiſe he himiſelfe died with a gagpe in hus 
mouth. 

As touching Ponſenas, commonly called Boxrrel, (a verie 
Butcher indeed of poore Chriſtians) after he had ſould his owne 
patrimonue, and his wiucs and friends alſo,to the end to buy out 
his office, and had ſpent that which remained in houſe-keeping, 
wa 6 in ſhort ſpace to rake vp twice as much as he had {catte- 
red, te] ſuddenly into a ſtrange and vnknowne diſeaſe, and ſhort- 
ly grew mm diſpaire of Gods ſuccour and fauour towards him, 
by a ſtrong remembrance of thoſe of Valence, and the other 
Romanes which he had put to death, which would neuer dc- 
part our of his minde, bur ſtill preſented themſelues before him: 
{othat as one beſtraught of +445, and ſence, he denied his Ma- 
ker, and called ypon his deſtroyer the Diuel,with moſt horrible 


and birter curſings: which when his Clerke perceiued, he layed 
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out before him the mercies of God,out of all places of the Scrip- 
eure, to comfort and reſtore his decayed ſence. Bur 1n ſtead of 
returning to God by repentance and prayer,he continued obſt1- 
nare,and anſwered his Clerke (whoſe name was Stephen ) in this 
wiſe ; Stephen, Stephen, thou art blacke : So I amand it pleale 
you (quorh he) but I am neither Turke nor Moore,nor Bohemi- 
an, bar a Gaſcoigne of redhaire, No,no, (anſwered he) not ſo, 
but thou art blacke 3 bur it is with ſinne. That 1s true(quoth he) 
but I hope mn the bountifull mercie of God; that for the loue of 
Chrift who died for me, my blacke ſinnes ſhall not be unputed 
to me. Then he xedoubling his choler , cried mainly after his 
Clerke, calling him Lutheran, Huguenot, Villaine, Ar which 
noiſe his friends without ruſhed in to know what the matter was. 
But he commanded , that Stephes his Clerke ſhould preſently 
hauca paire of boltsclapt on his heeles, and to be burned for an 
Heretique. In briefe, his choler and rage boyled ſo furiouſly in 
him, that in (hort ſpace he dicda fearefull death , with horrible 
howling and outcries. His creditors ſcarce gaue them reſpite to 
draw his carkatle out of his bed, betorethey ſciſed vpon all his 
goods, not leauing his poore wite and children ſo much as a bed 
of ſtraw to lye in; ſo grieuous was the curſe of God vpon his 
houſe. | 

Another great Prince hauing in former time vſed his autho- 
ritie and power tothe aduancing of Gods Kingdome,afterwards 
being ſeduced by the allurements of the world renounced God, 
andcookepart with the enemies of his Church , co make warre 
againſt it ; in which warre he was wounded to death, and js one 
notable example of Gods jult vengeance, to all that ſhall in like 
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2 $fg*: S it is a matter neceflarily appertaining 
co the firſt Commandement, That the 
puritieand (incerivie of the dodtrine of 
Gods word be maintained, by the rule 
whereof he would haue vs boch know 
him, and vnderſtand the holy myfte. 

ſ = ries whichare reucaled to vs therein :{o 

YET UEYED CÞ io by the contrarie , whatſocuer ten. 
deth to the corrupting or fallifying of the ſame Ward, riſmp 
from fooliſh and ſtrange opinions of Inumane reaſon, the ſanx- 
cranſpreſſerh the limits of this commandement : of which fort is 
Fen cuill of it owne nature verie pernicious and contagh 

ous, and no lelle to be feared and ſhunned than the heat of 
perſecution : and by meanes whereof the whole nation of Chrj- 
ſtendome hath beene heretofore tolled with many troubles, and 
the Church of God gricuouſly vexed. But as Truth got cuer 
the vpper hand , and preuailed againſt Falſhood ;ſo the broa- 
chers and vpholders of falſhood came euer to the worſe, and 
were confounded as well by the ftrengch of Truth, as by the ſpe- 
ciall judgements of God ſent downe vpon the moſt part of 
them. 
Theudas and Tudas Galileuy were two that ſeduced the Iewes 
before Chriſt: for the firſt of them ſaid he was a Prophetlſent 
from God, andthat he could diuide the waters of Jordan by his 
word, as /oſhyuah theſeruant of the Lord did. 'Theother pron 
ſed to deliuer them from the ſeruirude and the yoke of the Ro- 
manes. And both of them by that means drew much people ate 
ter them : ſo prone1sthe common multitude to follow nouecltrs, 
and to belecue euery new fangle that is but yeſterday ſet on 


broach. Bur they came both to a deſcrucd deſtruction: for Fa- 
114 the Gouernour of Juric ouertooke Thendas, and ſending his 
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crunke to the graue, carried hishead as a monument to Teru. 97 

ſalem. As for Indas, he periſhed alſo, and all his followers 

were diſperſed, manifeſting by their ends , that their workes 

were not of God, bur of men, and therefore muſt needs come 

tonaught. 

After Chriſt, in the Apoſtles time there was one Elimas a AR, 13. 
Sorcerer, that mightily withſtood the dorine of Pa»/ and 
Barnabas, before Sergins Paulus che Depurtie , and ſowed a 
contrarie herelie in his minde: but Pay! full of the Holy- 

Ghoſt, ſerhis eyes on him, and ſaid, O full of all ſubtilry and 
miſchiefe, the childe af the Dimell, and enqmie of righreouſnes, 
wilt rhon not ceaſe to peraert the ſtraight wayes of the Lord? 
{ow therefore behold, the hand of the Lord u wpon thee, ad 
thouſhalt be blinde for a ſeaſon. eAnd immediately there fell 
v pon him a mift and darkeneſſe , and he went about to ſeehe 
ſome to leade himby the hand. And this recompence gained 

| hefor his erronious and heretical practiſe. 

A while afterhun, vnder the Empire of eAarias , aroſe Evſeb. lib. 4. 
chere another called Bexchochab, that protetled himſelfe to be ©: *: 
the Meſlias, and to haue deſcended from heauen in the like- + pc _ 
nelle of a Star, forthe ſatetie and redemption of the people: 

by whichfallaciehedrey after him a world of ſeditious Diſ- 

| ciples; butar length he and many of his credulous rout were 

\ laine, and was called by the Iewes Bencozba(that is)the Son 

of a lye. And this was the goodly redemption which this He- 

retiquebrought vpor. his owne head and many of his Fel- 

lowes, 

It isreported of Cerizthw an Hererique, that he denying Zu/ev. 
and going about to darken the do&rine of Chriſts euerla- 

ſting kingdome, was ouerwhelmed by the ſudden fall of an 

hot-houle which fell vpon him and his ai[ociates, as ſoone as 

S. ſohn was departed from it: for [renews ſaith, That he heard 

Polycarpss otten report, how S.ſoh» being abour toenter into 

the barhs at Epheſus, when he perceiued Cerinthus alreadie 

within, departed veric haſtily ; ſaying to thoſe that bore him 

companye,that he {cared that che houſe yould fall ypon their 
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__ : Ianes, of whom the Maniches tooke their name and 


Niceph. bb. 4: 


£4P- 22. 


Cealtnr. 2.04.8. 


S8crat. 
Theod. 
9870, 


firſt original, forged in his fooliſh braine a fiftion of two 
gods, and two beginners, and rejecting the old Teſtament, 
andthe true God which 1s reuealed in the ſame, publiſhed a 
fift Goſpell of his owne forgeric,yea and was1o belotted wich 
follic (as S#idas teſtificth of h1m)that he reported himſelfeto 
be the Holy-Ghoſt: when he had thu# with his diuelliſh he- 
reſiesand blaſphemics infefted the world, and was purſued 
by Gods juſt wdgement , at laft for other wicked praiſes 
he had his skinne plucked oucr his cares aliue, and ſodied in 
nuſeric. : 

Ilontanr that blaſphemous caitite, of whomcame the 
Montaniſts, or Pepuzian heretiques, of a towne in Phrygia 
called Pepuza, denied Chriſt our Sauiour to be God,and ſaid: 
he was buta man onely like other men, without any partici- 
pation of diuine cllence : he called himfelte the Comforter 
and holie Spirit which was forepromiſed to come into the 
world ; and his two wiues Priſc:laand aximiila,he named 
his Prophetelles, and their writings prophecies : howbeit all 
their cunning could not foretel] nor preuent a wretched and 
deſperat end which befell him ; for he hung himſelte , after 
he had deluded the world a long ſeaſon, and proued by. his 
end, his lite ro haue been vile and dammable, according, to 
the Prouerbe, Q#4/zs vita, fins 1ta, Acurſed lite, and a cur- 
ſed death, 

Ot all Heretiques that euer troubled and afflited Gods 
Church, the Arrians were the chiete : the author and ringlea- 
der of which crue, as by his vainglor1ous pride and ambition 
he ſought toexcoll hin:ſclte aboue the clouds, boaſting and 
vaunung in his damnableerror ; ſc by rhe juſt vengeance of 
God he was abaled lower than hell, and putin euerlaſting 
ſhameand opprobrie : tor hehad long timeas it were entered 
the liſt, and combated with Chriſt, and was condemned for 
an hcretique by the Nicene Councel), arid us books burned ; 
an 4 
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and then afterwards making ſhew before Conſtantine theEm- gg 
perour, with a ſolemne oath torecant his old errors , and ap- : 
proue the profeſſion of faith, which the Councel of Nice had 
{er forch concerning Chriſts Dwuinitie , whereunto allo hee 
ſubſcribed his name: bur all that hedid was in hypocriſie, to 
the end to renew and republiſh the more boldly his falſe and 
pernitious doctrine, But when hee thought himſelfe necreſt 
cotheartainment of his purpoſe, and braued it moſt with his 
ſupporters and companions, cuen then the Lord ſtroke him 
with a ſudden; feare 1n the epen ſtreet, and with ſuch horrible 
pangs in his guts, and vehement delire of disburthening na- 
ture, chat he was faine to come vntothe publique houſes ap- 

ointed for that purpoſe , taking then1 which were next at 
hand for athift : but he neuer ſhitted trom them againe ; for 
his breath went our of his mouth, and his guts ran out of his 
fundament,and therelay he dead vpon his owne excrements. 

As the Emperour Conſtantine was a great fauourer and Socrar. lib. x: 
ſupporter ofthis ſe&t, and maintained it againſt, and in de- caps 17+ 
{pight of true Chriſtians, and by thar meanes ſtirred vp 
{chiſmes and ditlegtions chroughout all Chriftendome : ſo 
the Lord to requite him, ſtirred vp one /#/ian, whom he him- 
ſelte had promoted to honour, torebell againſt him : whoſe 
practiſes ashe went about to ſuppretſe,and was euen ready to 
encounter, a grieuous Apoplexie ſuddenly ſurcharged him 
ſoſore, thar he died of it, before he could bring his purpoſe 
to palle. 

Ehe Emperour Yalence was infetted alſo with this poiſon, 3uff.1i.2.c.1;. 
wherewith likewiſe hee infefted che Gothes, who by his 1erzand. 
meanes were become the greater part Arrians and not Chri- 

{tians: bur neither went he vnpuniſhed ; for when hee mar- 
ched forth to reprelle the rage of the furious Gothes who 
were ſpread ouerall Thracia,and had giuen them battell, he 
loſt che day, and being ſhametully pur ro flight, was purſued 
{o fercely , that hee was faine to hide himfelfe in a little 
kouſe, which bcing ſer on fire by the Gothes, he was burnt 
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As for Neforins, which would maintaine by his fooliſ); 
and dangerous opinions, that the diuinitic of Chriſt was di. 
aided from his humanitie, making as it were two Chrifts of 
one, and two | won of one, and to turned vpſide downe the 
whole groundwork of our ſaluation,eſcaped nd morethe juſt 
vengeance of Godrthan all other Hereriques did: for firſt, he 


- was baniſhed intoa far countrey, and there tormented with a 


ftrange diſcaſe ; the very wormes did gnaw in pieces his blaſ- 
hemous tongue, andat lengchthe earth opened her mouth, 
and ſwallowed him vp. 

Concerning the Annabaptiſts , which roſe vp about fiue 
hundred yeares ſince,it is euidently knowne how diners ways 
God ſcourged and plagued many of them: ſome of them 
were deſtroyed by troupes and by thouſands ; others miſers- 
bly executed and put to death in diuers places, as wel for their 
mon{trousand damnable hercſies, as for many miſchiefes and 
outrages which they committed. By all which things God 
doth exhibit and ſet before our eyes, how deere and precious 
inhis Ggherhe pureneſle of his holy Word, and the vnitieof 
his Church is zand how carcfull and zealous cuery one of vs 
_ tro be in maintaining and vpholding the ſame : when 

e reuengeth himſelte ſo ſharpely vpon all thoſe that go 
about to peruert and corrupt the ſinceritie thereof, or which 
be breeders of new ſects and diuilions among his people. 

Olympus (by othce Bifhop of Carthage, but by profeſſion 
a fauourer and maintainer of the Arriain hereſie ) being vpon 
a time in a Bath waſhing himſclfe, hee vitered with an 1m- 
10us mouth, blaſphemous words againſt the holy Trinitie: 
but a threetold cthunderbolt came from aboue, and ftroke him 
dead in the ſame place ; teaching him by his paine, and all 


| otherby experience, what itis to blaſpheme the Lord of Hea- 


nen , or with pollnted lips to mention his ſacred Majeſtie. 
This happened in the yeare of our Lord God five hundred 


and ten. 
Cyril hath recorded vnto vs of his owne knowledge , 3 
more wonderful and admitable wonder of God vpon an He- 
Re nn retique 
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ecique than all thereft, and ſuchan one indeed, as the like(T xax 
darc ay) was neuer heard 07, The huſtorieis this ; Afrer the 
deceaſe of Saint Hierome, there ſtood vp one Sabminm a 
rſe and blaſphemous tellow,that denied the diftinRion 
of perſons in the Trinicie, and affirmed che Father, che Son, 
ni Holy Ghoſt, to be bur one indiſtin&t perſon : and 
to giue credit to þ1s herelic, hee wrot a booke of {uch blaC 
phemies, tending to the confirmation of che ſame, and ta- 
chered it vpon Saint Heerome, as being the Author of it. Buc 
Suanu the Biſhop of Nazaren mightily withitood and re- 
roued him, fordeprauing ſo worthie aman now dead ; and 
offcring his lite *or the truch, made this bargaine with Sabs- 
14114, Thatit Saint Hrieromerhe next day did not by fone 
miracleccſtific che falſencile of his cauſe , he would offer his 
chroatto the hangman, and abide death ; bur if he did, that 
then hee ſhould die, This was agrecd vpon by cach partie, 
- and cheday following, both ofthem accompanied with great 
expectation of the people, reſorted vatothe Temple of Icru- 
ſfalemto decidethe contronerlie. Now the day was paſt, and 
no miracle appeared, fo that S:/#anus was commanded to 
ecld his necke to that punthment which himſelfe was Au- 
thor of: which as hee moſt willingly and confidently did, 
bchold,an Image liketo Saint Hierome in ſhew,appeared and 
ſtayed che hang mans hand, which was now readie to ſtrike; 
and vaniſhing torchwith, another muracle ſucceeded ; Sebin5- 
«45 head tell from his ſhoulders, no man ſtriking at it, and 
his carkatſe remained vpon the ground dead and ſenceleile. 
Whereat the people amaſed, prailing God, claue vnto Silxa- 
»,and abjured Sabinianm herelie. Whence' we may ob- 
ſcrue the wonderfull wiſcdome of God, both in puniſhin 
his enemies, and trying his children whither they v.ill fan 
to his Truth or no; and learne thereby, neither raſhly ro mea- 
lure and limit the purpoſes of God, nor yer timeroully ro dj- 
ſpaire of helpe in a good cauſe, though we ſee no meanes nox 
likel:hood thereof, 
Grimoald King of Lombardic was infefted with the Ar- 
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rian hereſie,for which cauſe the Lord punithed him with vn 
timely death ; for hauing beene let bloud, the eleventh day af. 
cer asheſtcoue todraw a bow,heopencd che vaine aneiy, and 
ſo bled to death. 

Cabades, king of Perlia,when he ſan hisfonne P hor ſu aſs 
addicted tothe Maniches, heeatlembled as many as he could 
of that ſe& into one place, and rhere ſetting [1s ſouldiers on 
them, (lew them till chere was not one letr. 

Phetinus a Gallogrecian,' or renuing the herelie of F7eb;. 
0, and arirming Criſt co bebur an excellenc man born na. 
rurally by ary, atrer the manner of ocher men,excelling in 
juſticeand morall vertues;was by the Eimperour Valentinia- 
4 jaſtly baniſhed. 

The Emperour uſtinian fauouring the hereſie of the Ap- 
thardocites, when as he gaue our one Edit whereby Azaſta- 
ſri the Biſhop,and all other that maincainedthe truth, ſhould 
be baniſhed; ſuddenly he was ftroken with an inward and in+ 
uilible plague, which cooke away hus lite, and foreſtalled his 
wicked and cruell determination trom comming to the dell. 
red etfe&t. In all which examples we may {ce how God doth 
not onely punith hererikes themſclues, bur alſo their fauourers 
and ſupporters, yea the verie places and cities wherein < 
liued and broached their blaſphemies: as by the deſtruion 
of Antioch is ſeene, which beeing a verie linke of heretikes, 
was partly conſumed with fire from heauen aboue, 1n theſe- 
nenth yeare of /uſ?:z:25 the Emperor, and partly overthrowne 
with earchquakes below, wherein Ewphraſizsche Biſhop,and 
many other were deſtroyed. 

Moreouer, beſides thoſe, there were vnder Pope Innocent 
the third, certaine Heretikes called Albroenſes, or Albiani, 
which beeing potletied with the ſame ſpiric of furie chat the 
Maniches were,attirmed char chere were two Gods;one good, 
and another ew]: chey denied thereſurre&tion,Jeſpiſed rhe 


Contempt of Sacraments, and ſaid that the ſoules of mea after their (i epara- 


tion, palledenther1nto hogs,oxen,ſerpents,or men,according 
to thew merits :; they would not {parerto polhuce the eemples 
appointed. 


/ 


appointed for theſeruice of God, with theirexcrements, and 
other 6lchieaRions, and to defile the holy Bibles with vrine, 
in deſpightand contumely. This hereſie like an euill weed, 
ſo grew andencreaſed, that the branches thereof ſpread ouer 
almoſt all Europe; a thouſand cities were polluced therewith; 


ſo that it was high time to cut it ſhort by violenceand the 


ſword,asit wasfor they were opprelied with ſo hugea ſlaugh- 
cer, that an hundred thouſand of them were llaine, partly by 
war,partly by fire,at onetime, 

Gregoric of Tours hath recorded the life and death of an 


hercticall Monke of Bourdeaux,that by the helpe of Magicke 


wrought miracles, and tooke vpon him the name and title of 


Chrit, ſaying hee could curediſeaſes, and reſtore choſe that 
were paſt help by phylick,vnto their healchs: he went attired 
with garments made of goats haire, and an hood, profeſling 
an auſteritic of life abroad, whereas hee plaid the glutton ar 
home: bur at length his couſenage was diſcouered, and he was 
baniſhed the cirie,as a man vnfic tor ciuill ſocietie. 

In theyeare of our Lord God 1 204,in the Empire of Otto 
chefourch, there wasone Amari allo that denied the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt 1nche Sacrament,and ſaid,that God ſpake as 
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well in prophane Ox/4, as holy Anguſtene : hee ſcofted atthe Atheifne: 
dodtrine of the reſurretion, and cfteemed heauen and hell ;;.1 .ca.25, 


but as an old wues fable. Hee beeing dead, hisdiſciples were 
brought forch into a large held neere Paris, and there in the 
preſence of the French King, degraded and burnt: the dead 
carkalle of Almaricus being taken our of the Sepulchre and 
burnt amongſt them;1t fell outthac whileſt they were in bur- 
ning, therearoſe ſo huge a cempelt,thar heauen and earth ſee- 
med ro moue out of their places; wherein doubtrletle the ſoules 
of theſewicked men felr by experience,thar hell wasno fable; 
but a thing,and ſuch a thing as wared for all.{uch rebels a+ 

gainkt God, as they were, 
Anaſtaſius, Emperor ot Conſtantinople, being corrupted 
with the hereſie of Exriches, publiſhed an Edit, wherein all 
men were commanded to worſhip God nor vnder three per- 
H 11j | ſgns 
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ſons as atrinitie, but a5 a quaternitie , containing in it fours 
perſons: and could not by any counſel be brought trom that 
diuclliſherror , but repelled from him diuers Biſhops with 
great reproach, which cameto perſuade him to the contrary : 
for which cauſe notlong after, a flaſh of lightening from hea- 
uen ſuddenly ſciſed vpon him, and ſo he periſhed when hee 
had raigned twentie eight yearcs. 

Iuſtinua the ſecond alſo, who after the death of Initwmiay 
obtained the Imperial Crowne, was a man ofexceeding pride 
and crucltie, conremning pouertic, and murthering the No. 
bilitic for the moſt part. In auarice his deſire was fo infſati- 
ate, that he cauſed yron cheſts to be prepared , wherein hee 
might locke vp that treaſure which by vnjuſt exaQtions hee 
had extorted from the people. Notwithſtanding all this, he 
proſpered well enough vnill he fell into the herelie of Pela- 
ian , ſoone after which , the Lord bereft him of his wits, 
and ſhortly after of his life alſo, when he had raigned eleuen 
yeares. 4 

Mahemet, by birth an Arabian, and by profeſſion one 
of the moſt monſtrous Hereriques that cuer lied, began his 
hereſieintheyeare 625. His oft-{pring was bur our of a baſe 
ftocke ; for being fatherlctle, one Abdemonoples a man of 
thehoule of //ae/, bought him for his ſlaue, and loued him 

reatly for his fatour and wit : for which cauſe he made him 
Ruler ouer his merchandiſeand other buſinelle, Now in the 
meane while one Sergi#s a Monke ( flying for hereſje into 
Arabia) inſtructed him in the herelic of Neforix : a while 
after, his Maſter died without children,and left behinde him 
much riches, and his wife a widow of fiftic yeares of age, 
whom CMahomer married, and when ſhee died, was made 
heire of all her riches. So that now (what for his wealth 
and cunning in Magicke) he was had in high honor among 
thecommon people, Wherefore (by the counſel of Sergine) 
he called himfelte the great Prophet of God. And ſhortly 
afrer (when his fame was publiſhed) hee deuiſed a Law and 
Kind of Religion called Alcaron, wherein he borrowed _ 
ren ob 
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thing almoſt of all the hereſies that were before his time: wich 
the Sabellianshe denied the Trinitie: with the Manichees he 
ſaid there was but two perſons in the Deitie : he denied the 
equalitic of the Father with the Sonne, with Exnomins : and 
ſad with Hacedone,that the holy Ghoſt was a creature ; and 
approued the communitie of women with the Nicholaits: he 
borrowed of the Iewes circumciſion 4 and of the Gentiles 
much ſuperſtition: and ſomeyhat he tooke of the Chriſtian 
veritie, belides many diucliſh tantaſies inuented of his owne 
braine : thoſe that obeyed his Law, hecalled Sarazirs. Now 
after hee had liued in thoſe monſtrous abuſes fortie yeares,the 
Lord cur him off by the falling (ickenelle, which hee had diſ- 
ſembled a long time, ſaying when hee was taken therewith, 
chat the Angel Gabriel appeared vnto him., whoſe bright- 
nelle he could not behold : but the Lord made that his de- 
ſtruion, which he imagined would befor his honour, and 
{{ _—_ forth his SeR. 


Infinite be theexamples of the deftruRion and judgement $tow Chron 


of priuat Heretiques 1n all ages, and theretore we wil content 
our ſelues with them that be moſt famous. In the yeare of our 
Lord 1561, and thethird yeare of the rajgne of Queene E;- 
zabeth,cthere was in London one William Geffery that con- 
ſtantly auoucheda companion of his called [oh Afoore to 
be Chriſt our Sautour, and could not be reclaimed from this 
mad perſuaſion, vntill he was whipped from Sourhwarke to 
Bedlam, where the ſaid Hoore meeting him , was whipped 
alſo, vntill they both confelled Chriſt tobe in heauen, and 


themfelues to be ſinfull and wicked men. 


05 


But moſt ſtrangeit is,how diuers ſenſible & wiſe men were The famc:. 


dce)uded and carried beſide themſelues by the ſubtiltie of Sa- 
than,inthe yeare 1591,and ofthcraigne of Q.Elizabeth 3 3. 
the memorie whereof is yet freſh in every mans head and 
month, and therefore I will but briefely touch the ſame. Ed- 
mund (, oppinger & Henry Arthington,two gentlemen, being 
allociated with one William Hacket, ſometimes a prophanc 
and veric lewd perſon, but now conuerted in outward ſhew, 
* | 8” : | 
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though not in outward affefion, were ſo ſeduced by his hy: 
pocriticall behauiour, and che diuels extraordinaricdeuices 
that fram one point to another they came at laſtco thinke, 
that this Hacker was annointed to be the Tudge of the world: 
and chertore comming one day ro Hackers lodging in Lon- 
Hypociſie in don, he told then that hee had beene annointed of the holy 
regard of Hac- Ghoſt:then Coppinger asked him what his pleaſure wasto be 
ret £46.1-622- one: Goc your way (faith hee) and proclaime an the cite, 
thac Chriſt leſus is come with his fanne in his hand to judge 
the carth : and it they will not belecue ir, letthem come and 
kill mee 1f chey can. Then Coppinger anſwered, it ſhould be 
done forthwith: and thereupon (like mad men) he and Ar. 
thington ran into the ſtreets, and proclaimed their mellage a- 
forelaid:and when by reaſon of the concourle of people they 
could not proceed any further, they got vp into rwo emptie 
carts in Cheape,crying, Repent,repent,for (hriſt leſus is come 
to indge the world: and then pulling apaper out of his boſome, 
heread out of it many things coucking the olfice and calling 
of Hacker, how he repreſented Chriſt by partaking part of 
his glorified bedie, &c. Beſides, they called chem(clues his 
Prophets, one of Tuſtice, another of Mercie. And thus theſe 
ſimple men were ttrangely decexucd by a miraculous 1]Julion 
of Sathan, who nodoubr by ſtrange apparitions had brought 
them into this vaine conccir. Bur let vs obſerue che end of it, 
1 was thus ; the whole citie being in amaze, tooke Hacker, 
the breeder ofthis deuiſe, andarraigrming him before the Ma- 
jorand other Juſtices, tound him guiltic as well of this (editi- 
ous practiſe,as of ſpeaking traiterous wordsagainſtthe queen; 
wherctorc he was1hortly after hanged on a gibber in Cheap- 
fide, counterfeiting to hus laft his old deuiſes, and ar lengrh 
vetering horrible blaſphemies againſt the majeſtic of God. 
As for his Prophers, Coppinger died the next day in Bridewel 
and Arthingron was kepr in priſon, vpon hope of repentance. 
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Of Hypocrites. 


S God is aSpirit and trath,ſo he wil 
be worſhipped in truth of ſpiritand 
affetion,and not in hypocrifie and 
diſlumulation; for which cauſe hee 
commaundeth vs by the mouth of 
AHMoſes inthe (ixt and tenth chap- 
ters of Deuteronomue, To /oue and 
2 CS honor him with al our heart with all 
or ſoule, and all eur ftrength : which hypocrites areſofarre 
from doing, that they hauc nothing in them bur a vaine ſhew 
of coyned religion, and fo by that meanes breake the firit 
commandement ; thinking to bleare Gods eyes with their 
outward {hewes and cerenionics, as1f hee were hke men, to 
ſee nothing but chat which 1s withour , and offerech it ſelfe 
to the view: bur it is quite contrarie ; for it 1s hee that deſcry- 1-5am16 
eth the heart, and ſearcheth out all the corners thereof, to ſee 
what truth and (inceritze is therein, and therefore hateth and 
deteſterh all hypocriſie, and abhorreth all ſuch ſernice as is 
performed onely for faſhion ſake, or in regard of men : as ap- 1245 
peareth by the reproofes and checks which the Prophet Eſay 
denou.ceth againſt the hypocrites of his tine ; who made 
thew of honourng God, but it was but with their lips and 
vaine and trivolous ceremonies, not in truth of heart and af- 
feftion : {o our Satzour Chrift thundeaed out his curſes a- Math.2z. 
gainſt the Scribes and Phariſes wich the judgements & ven- 
geance of God for their hypocritie. With this finne was Ba- Num. 22. 
laam that wicked Propher, vpon whom God beſtowed a cer- 
tam gifc of prophecie, infeed : for when king Balac ſent for 
hinto curſe the Iſraelites, hee made as though he would not 
enterpriſe any thing contrarietothe will of God,as14 hee had 
had hun in great reverence and eſtimation : neuerthelcile | 
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being allared andenticed by the golden Preſents which were 
ſenc him, he deſpiſed Gods commandement, and diſcouered 
his owneſecret impictie, and became anhired ſlaue and ene« 
mic to the people of God : bur as hee was 1n journey cowards 
bim, there happened a ſtrange and prodigious thing ; an Anz 
gell methim by the way with a naked ſword 1n his hand rea+ 
die to hew him in pieces : whom when he himſclte beeing 
blinded with couctouſnetlc as witha vaile,could not percciue, 
hisaflſe ſaw and was atraid;andchat which was more ſtrange, 
the poore bruce and dumbe beaſt {peaking in a new language 
like a man, reproucd his maſters madnelle, Whereat he being 
ſore amaſed, and notwithſtanding all che afles humbling be- 
fore the Angell , yer purſued his vahappie journey , to his 
efernall ſhame and confuſion,as one of an obſtinate and hard, 
ned heart ; for he was forced by the Spirit of God to blelle 
choſe whom he had purpoſed to curſe: and yer further diſco- 
ucring his hypocricie and cnuious diſpolition , he was the 
cauſe why the |ſraclites prouoked the wrath of God againſt 
themſclues, through the pernicious and deceiuable counſell 
which he gaue to the Madianites ; for which cauſc he himſelf 
was in the end laine, 

Inthis range may we place Gee/ie , Elizemw ſeruant , whe 
being as it werethe Diſciple and proteſt follower both of his 
Maſters life and doctrine,the true Prophet of God,by whom 
for thefurther allurance and confirmation of the grace and 
bleſting of God, he had ſeenc many notable and excellent mi- 
racles wrought ; yet notwithſtanding was. not true of heart 
buc drawne afideby deſire of lucre, that cauſed him ſecretly 
(vnwitting to his maſter) torun after Naaman the Syrianin 
his maſters name, forthe money and apparell which his Ma- 
ſer had before refuſed : and ſuppoling his knauerie ro be ſo 
hidden that it could not comcto light, God diſcouered and 
pulled off his viſard , and puniſhed as well the deed, as the 


manner of doing thereof, vpon him and his poſterie, with 


& perperuallleprolie, 


Sane 
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Saint Lake inthe firſt chapter of the eAFs doth at large 
deſcribe the hypocrilie of eAnan145 and Saphira, who thar 
they might ſeeme zealous ro Godward and charitable toward 
eheSaincs, hauing ſould a ceriaine polleſſion, vnder pretence 
of giuing the pricechercof among the poore, retained couert- 
ly acerraine portion of it totheir owne vſe, being ſo impu- 
dent as to lye vnto the Holy-Ghoſt the Preſident of the 
Church,and founder of all ſecrers: but being attached by the 
mouth of Peter, a wſt and fearetull iudgement of God fel on 
them both, euen their ſudden death at Pe Apoſtles feet, one 
after anocher. 

Nicephoruscelleth of one Phz/ip, the firſt Emperour that 
vndertooke the name and profeſſion of Chritt : bur by the re- 
port of other writers it proceeded not trom any zeale of Re- 
1;g10n, or feare of God, but onely to the intent to coun- 
terfeit a kinde of honeſtie, and couerhis foule vices and cru- 
elties vnder thecloke of Religion. But God quickly eſpied 
and puniſhed his deepe hypocrilie ; for before he had raig- 
ned full fiue yeares, both hee and his ſonne were ſlaine at Ve- 
rona by his menot war, Let vs learne then this lefſon, by 
theſe examples to carrie our ſelues in all purenefſe , ſin- 
ceritic, and good conſcience before God ; that our thoughts, 
words , and deeds becing eſtranged from all hypocriſie, 
and diſhimulation, may be agrecable and acceptable in his 
ſ1ghr. 

0” euen as hypocrite can winde and inſinuate her 
ſelfe into the pureand (incere ſeruice of God,as hath been de- 
clarcd ; ſo doth (he play her part with no lelle braueric and 
otentarion in ſuperſtition and idolatrie: for the truth where- 
0: (before I proceed furcher) I will ſer downe a hiſtoric not 
altogether vaworthie the reading and remembring. Two 


hundred yeares are not yer paſt, {ince there was in the raigne p ygyerrands 
of Charles theſeuenth, King of France, a certaine preaching Monſtr. 
Frier of Britaine, called Frier Thomas , who by his difſem- ©% #: 


oling cuſtomes and brags, vnder ptetence of a czrraine refor- 
mation 
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mation of manners, ſo mightily deceiued the whole world, 
char eueric where he was reputed for an holenan. Thais Frier 
putted vp with a greeaic delire oi yaine-glorie, vſed to goe 
trom Towne to Lowne, and trom Countirey to Ceuntrey, 
finding exceedng honourable entertainment 1n every place , 
which he tooke verie willingly : and that he might ride at 
the more cate, he got him 2 1ictle young Mule, chat would go 
veric ſoftly ; and un this fort appointed, he was accompanied 
with diucrs of his owne Order , and many other Diſciples 
that went torche moſt part on loot by him : the people foe 
ked together from all quarters to ſee hum;yea, and many were 
ſo beſorred, as to forſake cheir fathers, mothers, wiues, and 
children, to attend vpon this holy man. Alwayes when hee 
came neere to any Cirie, the Burgelles, and Gentlemen, and 
Clergic,with one confenc came torth ro meet him,doing him 
as much honourand reuererce (faith mine Author) as they 
would haue done to one oft Chrifts Apoſtles if hee were 
aliue. Hee was verie well content , that verie honourable 
perſonages , as Knights and ſuch others, being on foot, 
thould hold his Mule by the bridle, tobe 1n ſtcad of pages 
and lacquies to lead him into the Townes, His enterance 11« 
rocuery Citic was with great pompe and magnificence, and 
his lodging prouided ac che richeſt and ſtatclicft Burgetles 
houſe. Now thathe might the better play his part, they pre- 
pared him in the beſt and conuenienteſt places in the Citic, 
a ſcaffold richly hung and garniſhed, vyponthe which hiscu- 
ſtome was firſt to ſay Matle, then to begin his Sermon 
wherein heripped vp the vices of euerieeſtate, but reprooued 
eſpecially the Clergics enormities, becauſe of their concu- 
bines and whores which they maintained : wherein hee did 
fay nothing burthar which was good and lawfull : bur in the 
ſameheevied no diſcretion, but joyned madnelle and facri- 
ledge with his Monkiſh nature, in ſtirring vp little chul- 
dren to exclaime ypon iyomen forthcir attyre,promiling Cer- 


caine dayes of pardonto them, as if hee had been a god: ſo 


chat 
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*12t Ladies and Gentlewomen were enforcedto lay aſide for 
1 ſeaſon their accuſtomed trinkets, Moreouer alſo , towards 
*heend of his Sermons he commanded to be brought vnto 
him cheir ChelTe-boords, Cards, Dice, Nine-pins, and ſuch 
other tra(h, which he openly threw into the fire, to be burned 
before themall. And chat he might giue more ſtrength and 
credit to this his palcrierit-ratte, he cauſed the men and wo- 
men to be diuided on each (1de, with a line drawne betwixr 
them, as ina Tennis court: and by this means he drew toge- 
ther {ometimes twentie thouſand perſons ; ſo readie and zea- 
lous is and cuer hath beenthe world to follow afterſuch hy- 
pocritical decejuers, rather than the true preachers of Gods 
\ord. 

* Butlet vs heare the iſſue of this holie hypocrite z it was 
thus: When he had in the forenamed ſort rrauerſed as well 
France as Flanders ; it tooke him in the head to pallethe 
mountaines, and viſit Rome ; unagining that it vas no'hard 
matter to obtaine the Popeſhip, ſceing that in all places where 
he went; there was equall honour giuen vnto him : or if hee 
ſhould faile of that hope, yet at leaſtche Pope and his Cardi- 
nals would entertaine him honorably : but 1t happened farre 
ſhort of his expeRation: for Popes are not ſo prodigal of 
their honours , to doe any ſuch renerence to a poore fillie 
Monke , buc are verie niggards and ſparing thereof euen to- 
wards Kings ; ſo tarreare they from leauing their thrones of 
Majeſtie co any other: neither muſt werhinke that the Pope 


cared greatly for all thoſe trickes and quiddities of Frier Tho- 


21.1, iceing hee hunſelfe 1s the onely jnerchant of ſuch traſh; 
When Jie was arr:ued ar Rome, Pope Exgenizs ſecing that he 
Came not according tocuſtome, to kitle his holinetle teet, ſent 
for him twice, and vnderftanding thar he refuted ro come, 
and that heeteigned himfclte to beeuill ar eaſe, ſent his Trea- 
ſurer, butnot to unpart to htmany treaſure,bur to apprehend 
and atrachehun, The Frier now percejuing chat enquirie was 


znade tor hum, and thar they were at his chamber doore leapt - 


I 
ONT 


/ 


III 


Of Hypocrites. The Theatre of 


II2 


Stow Chron. 


our at a window, thinking by that meanes to eſcape ; but hee 
wasquickely raken priſoner by the Treaſurers ſeruancs , waj- 
ting beforethe doore, and brought before the Conliſtorie of 
Cardinals : Law proceeded againſt him, by doome whereof, 
though no erronious opinions could be prooucd againſt him, 
he was adiudged tothe ſtaketo be burned for an Heretique : 
bur it was ſufficient to make him guiltie, becauſe he defamed 
the Prieſts in his Sermons,and had ſpoken ſo broadly of their 
Goſlips, and had been \o bold to vſurpe the auchoritie of pi- 
uing pardons, which che ay s claire for a primnledpe of 
their owne See ; and belides, had made no more account of 
himrhart is a pectic god on earth, but had done all theſe things 
without his leaue and licence : it was an hard matter to be en- 
dured of the Biſhops of Rome, that aTilly Monke ſhould fo 

intermeddle with their affaires,and ſhould derogate any whit 

from their ſupremacie,ſecing thatthey quitthemſelues ſo wel 

with Kings and Emperors, and can at euery fleight occaſion 

make them ftoupe: neither 181t to be doubted, but that Pope 
Emgeniny was verie jealous of the honour which Frier The- 

9145 attained vnto 1n euery place, and fraretull leaſt his pre- 

ſence might diſturbe his preſent eſtate. By this meanes God, 

who v{ 4 all inſtruments for his owne purpoſe, and can di- 

reet every particular ro the performing of his will , did 

puruſh and corre chehypocrilie of this Monke, that ſeemed 

to be holie and wiſe, being indeed nothing bur fooliſh, ſtub» 

borne, and ambitious, 

Moreouer, moſt notable was the hypocrifie of two coun- 
cerfeit holy Maids, one of Kenr in England, called E/;zabeth 
Barton ; the other of France, called ſoaxe la Pucelle : the for- 
mer of which, by the procurement and information of one 
Richard Maſter Parſon of Aldington, and Edward Bocking 
DoRtor of Diuinitie, a Monke of Canterburie, and diuers 0- 
thers, counterfeited ſuch manner of trances and diſtortions 
in her bodie, with the vetcring of diuers counterfeit vertues 
and holic words,tending to the rebuke of ſinne, and reproo- 

uing 


ving ſuch new opinions as there began to ſpread, that ſhee 
woon great credit amonglt the people, and drew after her a 


mulcicude of fauourites : beſides , (hee would prophecie of 


. chingsto come , as that ſheeſhould bee helped of her diſcaſe by 
none bur the Image of our Ladie in Aldington ; whither bee- 
ing brought, ſhee appeared to the people to bee ſuddenly relic- 
ucd from her lickenelle : by meanes of which hypocritical 
diſſimulation ſhee was brought inte- maruellous eltimation, 
nor onely with the common people , but with diuers great 
menal(o, inſomuch chat a booke was put in print, touching 
herfained miracles and reuelations. Howbeit, not content to 
delude the people, ſhee began alſo ro meddle with the King 
lumaſelte, Henry che exght ; ſaying, Thatif hee proceeded to be 
diuorced from his wife Queene Katherine, hee ſhould not re- 
maine King one moneth atter, and inthe reputation of God 
not one day : for which and many other trickes practiſed by 
her,ſhe with her complices was arraigned of high treaſon,and at- 
ter confeſſion of all her knaueric,drawne from the tower to Ti- 
borne,and therehanged ; che holy maidens head being ſet vypon 
London bridge, and the others on certaine gates of the 


Citic. 


The other named /a Pwce!/a de Diew, maruellouſly delu- 5tow Chron. 


ded with her counterfeit hypocrifie, Charles the ſeuenth, King 
of France, and all the whole French Nation ; in ſuch ſort, 
that ſo much credit was attributed vnto her, that ſhee was ho- 
noured asa Saint, and thought to bee ſent of God to theayd 
of the French King. By her meanes Orleance was woon 
from the Engliſh, and many other exploits atchicued, which 
(co bee ſhort.) I will :referre the - Reader vnto the French 
Chronicles, where they ſhall finde her admirable knaueric 
at large diſcouered. But touching her end, it was on this 
ſorr ; as thee marched on horſebacke tothetowne of Cham- 
paigne , to remooue the ſiege , wherewith it was pirt by the 
Duke of Burgoine and other of the Engliſh Capraines, Sir 
John Leupembrongh, a Burgonian —_ t , tooke her _ 
an 
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114 and conueyedher to thecitic of Roan, where ſhe feigning her 
ſelfe with childe,whenche contraric was knowne, was condem. 
ned and burnt. And thus theſe rwo holie women, thart in a di. 
vers kinde mocked the people of England and France by 
cheir hypocriſie, by the Juſtice of God came to deſerued de. 
ftructions. 


CHAP. XXL 


Of Conjurers, and Enchanters. 


F God by his firſt Commanndement 
hath enioyned cuerie one of vs to 
loue, ſerue, and to cleaue vnto him a. 
lone jn the conjun@ion and ynirie of 

A a true faith and hope vnremoucable, 

a there is no doubt but he forbiddeth 

F on the other (ide that which is com 

PA traricto this foreſaiddutic, and herein 

eſpecially chat acurſedfamiliarity which 

diuers miſerable wretcheshaue with that lying Spirit, the Father 

of error, by whoſe deluſtons and (ſubtiltic they bulic themſclues 

in the (hudieof ſorceries and Enchantments, whereupon 1t is 

Lenit- 19. 31. forbidden the Iſraelites intheninerecfth of Lewitirme, ro ture 

after famuliar Spirits, or toſeeke toSoothfayers to be defiled by 
them : and the more to withdraw men from this damnabk 
crime, in the Chapter following there is a threat ſet downe #- 

_— gainſt it in manner of a commandement, That if either man or 

woman hae a fpirtt of dinination or ſeothſaying in them , the) 
ſhould die the death, they ſhould flone them to death, their blous 

Exod. 22. 18. /howldbe wpon them: ſointhetwo andetwenticth of Exod, the 

Law of God faith, The ſhalt not ſuffer a Witch ro line : and Me- 
ſes following the ſame Reps, giueth an expreile charge in the 

Dev.18, 10,11 eighteenth of Dexteronomic , againſt this ſinne, ſaying , Let 

wene be found among thee that wſeth witchcraft, nor thas rg 
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a:th the Clouds or times, nor a Sorcerer, or 4 Charmer, or that 115 
connſelleth with a Spirit, or a teller of Fortunes, or that acketh 
counſell at the dead : for all that do ſuch things are abhomi- 

' uation Unto the Lord. And therefore this ſinne, in the firſt of 

Samnel , verſe 15. is reputed amongſt the moſt hainous and , g.... YE 
enormous ſinnes that can be : hen they ſhall ſay wnto you, ifa, $.19,20« 
(faich the Propher) Enquire at them that hath a Spirit of di= 

wination, and at the Soothſayer, which whiſper and murmure : 

anſwer, Should not a people enquire at their God? from the li- 

wing to the dead? To the Law, and to the Teſtimanie ? Where- 

fore it was a commendable thing , and worthie the imitation, 

when chey that had receiuedthe Faith by Paxls preaching, ha- AQ: 19, 19. 
uing before vſed curious Arts, as Magicke and ſuch like, becing 

touched withthe feare of God, brought their bookes and bur- 

ned them before all men, alchough the rice thereof amounted 

co fiftie thouſand pieces of (iluer, which by Bude his ſuppu- 

tation ariſeth to fiue thouſand French Crownes. The Coun- 

cels, asthat of Carthage, and that other of Conſtantinople, 

kept the ſecond time in the ſuburbs , vtterly condemned 

the praQiſes of all Conjurers and Enchanters. Thetwelue Ta- 

bles in Rome adiudged to puniſhmeuts thoſe that bewitched 

the ſtanding corne. And for the Chuil Law, this kinde is con- 

demned both by the Law 1zl;aand Cornelia. In like manner 

the wiſcſt Emperors (thoſe I meane that attained co the honour 

of Chriſttanitie) ordained diuers Edits and Prohibitions , vn- 

der verie ſharpe and grieuous puniſhments, againſt all ſuch yil- 

Janie: as (o»/fantin: in theninth booke of the Cod. tir. 18, en- ' 
ated, That whoſocuer ſhould attempt any aftion by Art Ma- 

gicke, againſt the iafetie of any perſon, or fhould bring in or 

{titre vp any man, to make him fall into any miſchiefe or 
riotous demeanour , ſhould ſuffer a grieuous puniſhment : in 
the fifth Law hee ferbiddeth cuery man to aske counſell ac 
Witches , ot to vſe the helpe of Charmers and Sorcerers, vn- 
der the paine of death, Let chem (faith he in the fixt Law) be 
throwne to wilde beaſts to be deuoured, that by conjuring 

_— Py deg hs , 


Of Coninrers, The Theatre of 


119 


or the helpe of familiar Spirics goe about to kill either thely 
encinies, or any other. Moreouer, in the ſeuenth Jaw hee 
willeth , that not ſo much as his owne Courtiers and ſer. 
wants , if they were found faulcie in this crime , ſhould bee 
ſpared, bur ſeuercly puniſhed : yer neuerthelelle, manie of 
this age giue themſclues ouer to this filchie linne, without 
either teare of God , or reſpect of law : ſome through a 
fooliſh and dangerous curiolitie, others chrough the ouer. 
ruling of their owne vile and wicked atffeQtons , and a 
third ſort, troubled with the tcrrours of an eullconſcience, 
defire ro know what ſhall betall and happen vnto them in 
theend, 

Thus Sas! the firſt King of Iſrael] beceing troubled in him. 
ſelfe, and terrified with the armie of che Phuliſtims that came 
againſt him, would needs foreknow his owne fortune, and the 
xflue of this doubtfull warre. Now whereas before whileſt he 
performed the dutic of a good King, and obeycd the com- 
maundement of God, hee had cleanſed his Realme of Wirches 
and Enchanters ; yet is henow ſo mad asto make them ſeruchis 
owneturne, and to vſe their counſels in his extremitie z adding 
this wickedneſle to the number of his other great linnes, that the 
meaſure thereof might be full : he went therefore ro a Witch to 
ſceke counſell, who cauſed a Diuell co appeare and ſpeake vnto 
him in the ſhape of Samwel, and forecell him of (Gods juſt 


judgement vpon his wickednelle) his viter and finall ruine and 
deſtruton. 


Buchan. rerur: * An example not much vnlike vnto. this in the euent, 


Scot. lib.4. 


but moſt like in praiſe , wee finde recorded of ,.Na- 
tholicus , the one and thirticth King of the Scots: who, 
afcer hee had vniuſtly yſurped the Crowne and Sceprer, 
and enfſtalled himfelfe by much bloudſhed into the Throne 
of the Kingdome, by open intruſion , and no apparent 
ſhew of right , fought by the ſame- meancs ro confirme 
and eftabliſh the Kingdome vnto him : And therefore 
(as wickednelk js alwayes accompanied with ſuf pn 

ana 


when the MclJenger vrged inftancly of whome ; ſhee anſiwe- 


red, Of him : hee deteſting her ar firſt, and abhorng the 


chought of any ſuch villamie, yer at length conſidering chat 


Gods Indrement!; and Enchanters, 


and feare) he ſent one of kis truſtieſt friends to a Witch, to 
enquire of things to come, both whar ſuccellc he ſhould haue 
in his Kingdome. and alſo how Jong he ſhould live : the Wicch 
anſwered , That hee'(hould nor Jie long , buc' ſhould ſhortly 
be murthered, not by his enemie , but by his famihar friend : 


it was nor ſafe to diſcloſe the Witches anſwer, and on che other 


fide, that ir could not be concealed, reſolued tor his moſt ſes 
curitie, rather to kill the Tyran, with the tauour of many, 
than co ſaue him alive with the hazard of his owne head. 
Therefore as ſoone as hee was returned hoiue,, being in 
ſecret alone with the King , to declare vnro him che Wit« 
ches anſwer, he ſlew him ſuddenly, and gaue him his jutt de- 
ſere,. both tor hus horrible crueltic , and wicked ſcxcerie, Lee 
all chem chat niake no conſcience of running to Wuches, ei- 
ther for their loſt goods, or for recoucrie ot their owne or 
friends healch , reinember chis exanple, cucher for their w- 
ſtruction roamend,or for their terror, it they continue that diuel- 
1h practiſe. 


Plutarch in the life of Romnlu reporteth of one {Teo- Plutarche Re 
meds, a man 1n proporcion of bodice, and cruel praftiſes, huge 


and gyant-like : who tor that he was the cauſe ot the death of 
many little children, and vas purſued by the parencs o! thoſe 
drad mrants, who ſought co be reuenged on him tor that crud 

art , hce hid himſclte in a cofter, cloling the lid faſt to 
bi ; bur whenthe coffer was broken open , T Conjurer was 
not therein , nexher alive nor dead, but was tranſported by 
the nalicious Spirit the Duuell , vnto a place of gicater cor- 
ment. 


laude - 


Ancient Hiftories make mention o© one Piſo, a wan of xg ;q. 


credit and authoritie among the Romans , whom the En pe» 
rour Tiberi4s gaue vnto his ſonne Germa» rc tor an helper 
and counſellor in the mannaging ot tus affaues un Aliazfo 

| 1 uij | well 
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well was he perſuaded boch of his ſufficiencie; courape. 5; 
wee loyafcic ——_ him. Ir chanced a while after, that = _ 
ſulpeed to haue bewitched to death the ſaid Germanic : 
che ſignes and markes of which ſuſpition were, certaine dead 
mens bones digged out of the earth wich diuers charmes and . 
curſes, and Germanicus name cngrauen 1n tables of lead, and 
ſuch like traſh which Witches vſc to murther men withall, 
were found with him.  Whereupon Tiberius himſelfe accy. 
ſedhim of that crime ; but would not haue the ordinarie Jud. 
} ges to ſic vpon it, but by ſpecial priuiledge committed the 
 F enquirie thereof vnto the Senate, P5ſs , when cucry man 
chought he was preparing himſelfe for his defence againſt the 
morrow , (like a wiſe man to preuent all nuſchietes ) was 
found dead the day before, hauing his throat cut, and, as moſt 
likelyhood was,finding himſelf guilty of chefa&,and too weake 
co ouerweigh the other (ide, foreſtalled theinfamie of a moſt 
ſhamefiill death, by killing himſelfe ; although there be that ſay, 
that the Emperour ſent one of purpoſe to diſpatch him in this 
manner. 
Lib. 3. Cap.4. Olaus Magnutelleth of one HMetherin, a noble Magitian: 
Of the Nor- in old time, that by his deluſions did ſodeceiue and blinde the. 
therae people. roore ignorant people, that they accounted him nor onely for 
Referthis alſo ſome mightie man , but rather for ſome demie god ; and in 
to L16-1+c4.24+ roken of the honour and reuerence they bare him , they of- 
fered vp Sacrifices vnto him, which he refuſed not ; bur at laft 
his knaueries and couſenages being layd open, they killed him 
whom before they ſo much eſteemed : and becauſe his dead car- 
kaſſewith hilchie ſtinke infefed the approchers, they digged it 
vpand broached it vpon the end of a ſtake, to be deuoured of 
wilde beafts, 
Chap. 18, of Another called Helere (as the ſame Authour witneſleth) 
the A played the like trickes in abuſing the peoples mindes as ſtrong- 
es ly as the other did , inſomuch that he was reputed alſo for a 
poo ; tor hejoyned with his craft, ſtrength and power co make 
þimlclte of greater authoritic jn the world, When he lifted to 
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paſſe ouer the ſea, he vſed no other ſhip bur a bone figured with 119 
certainecharmes, whereby he was tranſported, as if both ſayles 
and winde had helped and driuen him forwards ; yet hisinchan- 
ted bone was not of power to ſaue him from being murthered of 


his enemies, 


 Theſame Author writeth, That in Denmarke there was one 01:45 Mag: 

Otto agrear Rouer and Pyrat by (ca, who vicd likewiſe co patle | 
the ſeas without the helpe of ſhip or any other Velſel, and ſunke 
and drowned all his enennes with che waues, which by his cun. 
ning he ſtirred vp: bur aclaſt his cunning praiſe was ouer-rea- 
ched by one moreexpertin his art than himſelte, and as hee had 
ſcrued others, ſo was he himfelfe ſerued, euen ſwallowed vp of 


the Waucs. 

There was a Conjurer at Saltzburg,that vaunted that he could 
ather together all che Serpents within halte a mile round abour 
into a ditch, and feed chemand bring them vp there: and being 
about the experiment, behold, the old and grand Serpent cane 
inthe while, which whilſt he chought by the forceof his charmes 
to make toenter into theditch among the reſt, he ſer vpon and 
encloſed him round aboutlike a girdleſo ſtrongly, that he drew 


him perforce into the ditch with him, where he miſerably died. 


Marke here the wages of ſuch wicked miſcreants, that as they 
make it cheir occupation to abuſe {imple ftolke, they are them- 
. ſclues abuſed and couſencd of the Diuell , whois a finer jugler 
than chem all. 

It was a veric lamentable ſpeRacle that chaunced to the 
Gouernour of Maſcon a Magician, whom the Diuell ſnatched 
VP in dinner while, and hoiſted alofr, carrying him three times 
about the towne of Maſcon in the preſence of many behol- 
ders, to whom he cried on this manner , Helpe, helpe , my 
friends ; ſo that the whole rowne ſtood amaſed thereat , yea 
and the remembrance of this ſtrange accident ſtickerh at this 
day faſt in che mindes ot all the Inhabitants of this coun- 
trey :and they (ay, thar this wretch hauing giuen himſelfe to 
the Diuell, prouided Roreof holy —_ (as tie callir) which 
1 W) 
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ealwayes carried about with him, thinking thereby to keeps 
war Alfe from his clawes ; bur it ſerucd him to ſinall tead, wk 
end declared. 

Abour the yeare 1437, Charles the ſeucnth being King of 
France. Sir Gy/es of Britaine , Lord of Rais, and high Conſt. 
ble of France, was accuſed (by thereport of Exgyerran de oy. 
fPreler) for having murthered many infancs and women preae 


' with childe, to the number of eight ſcore or more , with whoſe 


bloud hee cither writ or cauſed to be written bookes full of 
conjurations, hoping by that abhominable meanes to artaine to 
high macters : bur it happened cleane crolſe and contrarie to 
his expectation and prattiſe ; for being conuinced of thoſe 
horrible crimes, ( it being Gods will, that ſuch grofle and 
palpable ſinnes ſhould not go vnpaniſhed ) hee was adjudged 
ro be hanged and burned to death, which was alſo accor- 
dingly executed at Nantes, by the authoritie of the Duke of 
Britaine. 

[ohn Francis Pics of Mirand ſaith, That he conferred dj- 
uers times with many, who being inticed with a vaine hopeof 
knowing things to come, were afterwardsſo gricuouſly tormen- 
red b 54 Diuell (with whom they had _- ſome bargaine) 
that chey thought chemſelues thrice happie if they eſcaped with 
ehcirliues, He ſaith moreouer, That there was in his timea cer- 
caine Conjurer that promiſed a too curious and no preat wiſe 
Prince, to preſent vnto him vpon aſtage the ſiege of Troy,and 
Achillescand Hettoy fighting together as they did when they 
werealiue ; buthe could not performe his promiſe for anothe 
ſport and ſpeQacle more hideous and ougly ro his perſon ; for 
he was taken away aliue by a Dell, in ſuch ſort that he was ne 
uer afrerward heard of, 

In our owne memorie the Earle of Afpremont and hi 
brother Lord of Orne, were made famous and in every mans 
mouth, tor their ſtrange and prodigious feats, wherein chey 
were {o ynreaſonably difſolute and vainglorious, char ſone- 
wme they made it thejr ſport and paſtin.e to breake downe 
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all che viindowes abour the Caſtle Aſpremont , where they 
kept (which lyech in Lorraine two miles from S. Michael ) 
and threw chem piecemeale into a deepe Well to heare then 
crie plumpe : bur this vaine exceſle preſaged a ruine and de- 


ſtruction to come, as well vpon their houſe, which at this pre-- 


ſent lyerh deſolate and ruinous 11 many reſpets, as vpon theim- 
ſelues, that finiſhed their dayes in miſerie one after another ; 
as we ſhall now vnderſtand of the one the Lord of Orne : as 
for the Earle, how he died, ſhall more at largebedeclarcd el(c- 
where. Now it chanced , that as the Lord of Orne was of 
moſt wicked and crucl conditions, ſo he had an euill fauoured 
looke, anſwerable to his inclination and-name, to bea Conju- 
xcr : the report thar went of his crueltie was this ; That vypona 
time he put the Baker, (one of his ſeruants, whoſe wife hee 
vſed ſecretly to cntertaine) into a tun, which he cauſed to be 
rowled from the top of a hill , into the bottome, bouncing 
ſometimes as high as a pike, as the place gaue occaſion ; but 
by the great mercie of God , notwithſtanding all this , this 
poore man ſaucd his life. Furthermore, it was a common re- 
port, that when any Gentlemen or Lords came to ſce him, they 
were entertained (as they thought) very honorably , being ſcr- 
ued with all ſort of moſt daincie faire and exquitit diſhes , as 
if he hadnot ſpared ro make them the beſt cheere that might 
be: bur at cheir departure, they that chought themſclues well re- 
frethed , found rheir ftomacke emptie and almoft pined for 
want of food , hauing neither earen nor drunke any thing 
ſaue in imagination onely : and it is to be choughr , that their 
horſes tound no berter fare than their niaſters, Ir happened one 
day, that a cerraine Lord bcing departed from his houle, one of 
his men hauing letr ſomerhi'g «: 408 returned to the Caſtle, 
andenceriny fuddenly into the hall where rhey dined bura licrle 
bctore,lic e:pied a Munkie beating the Matter of che houſe chat 
had tealied chem of late, veric ſore, And there be others chat. 
ſay , thac he hath been ſeen chrough the chinke of a doore ly- 


ing on a table ypon his bellieall arlengrh, and a Munky ſcoure | 


ging Nun Vere Itrangely tO whom he ſhoulg lay , Lec me =: 


lone,, 
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alone , let mee alone , wilt thou alwayes torment me thug $ 
And thus hee continued a long time ; bur ar length after hee 
had made away all his ſubſtance , hee was brought to ſuch 
excreamitie , that being deſtitute of maintenance, and forfa. 
ken of all men , hee was taine (for want of a better refuge) 
to berake himſelfe te the Hoſpital of Paris , which was his 
laſt Manſion houſe , wherein he died. Sce here to how pit. 
tifull and miſcreble an end this man fell ; chat hauing been 
eſteemed amonglt the Mighties of this world , for making 
no more account of God , and for following the illuſions 
of Sathan ( the common Enemie of Mankinde ) became fg 
poore and wretched as to dye in an Hoſpital among Cree. 
ples and Begpars. | 

Itis notlong (incethere was in Lorraine a certaine man cal. 
led Coxler,that was ouer much giuen tothis curſed Art:amongſt 
whoſe trickes this was one to be wondredat ; that he would juf- 
fer harquebuſes or piſtols to be ſhot at him, & catch their bullets 
in his hand withour recciuing any hurt: but ypon a ccrtaine time 
one of his ſeruants being angrie with him,hot him ſuch a knock 
with a piſtol (notwichſtandingall his great cunning) that he kil- 
led him therewith, 

Moreouer, it is worthic to be obſerued, That within theſe 
two hundred yeares hicherto, more Monkes and Priefts haue 
been found gen ouer to theſe abhominations and diuelliſh- 
nefles , than of all o:her degrees. of people whatſocuer , as it 
1s declared in the ſecond volume of Erguerrande Monſire- 
let more at large : where hee maketh mention of a Monke 
that vſcd to praftiſe his ſorceries in the top of a Tower of 
an Abbey , lying neere to Longin vpon Marne, where the 
Diuels preſented themſelues to be at his commandement : and 
this was in the raigne of Charles the lixt. In the ſame booke 
it 15 recorded, That in the raijgne of Charles the ſcuenth, one 
Maſter Filliam Ediline Doorin Diuinitie, and Prior of Saint 
Germaine in Lay, hauing beene an Auguſtine Frier, gauc him- 
ſclfeto the Diuell for his pleaſure, cuen to haue his will of a 
ertaine woman : he was vpon atime in a place where a Syna- 

gOgue 


Fogue of people weregathered together ; where to the end that 
# might quickely be (as he himſelfe confelled) hee tooke 
a broome and rode vpon it. Hee confelled alſo., that hee had 
done homage cothar enemie of God, the Diuell; who appeared 
vnto him in the ſhape of a ſheepe, and made him kitſe his hinder 


parts, ashe reported. For which cauſes he was placed ypon a 


(caffold, and openly madeto weare a paper containing his owne 
faults, and afterwards alortted to liue priſoner all the reſt of his 
life laden with yrons, in the Biſhop. of Exrexx his houſe, 
which was accordingly executed. This happened in the yeare 
I453. | 
= che raigne of the ſame King, 1457, there was a certaine 
Curac of a Village neere to Soillons, who to reuenge himſelfe 
of a Farmer that retained from him the tenths which were 
appointed to the Knights of the Rhodes, went to a Witch, 
of whom hee HS in gift a fat toade in an carthen pot, 
which ſhee had along whule fed and brought vp, which ſhee 
commanded him to baptiſe ; as healſo did, and called it by the 
name of /ohy : albeit I tremble to recite fo monſtrous and 
vile a fa& ; yer that euery man might ſee how deadly beſot- 
ed thoſe ſort of people are that giue themſclues ouer to Sa- 
can, and with what power of errour he ouerwhelmerth them, 
and belide, how full of malice this vncleane Spirit is; that as 
it were in deſpight of God , would prophane the holie Sa- 
crament of Baptiſme. This ggod holie Curat after hehad con- 
ſecrated the holy hoſt, gaue it alſo to the toadeto cat, and after- 
ward reſtored it to the Witch againe, who killing the coade, 
and cutting it in pieces, with other ſuch like ſorcerics, cauſed a 
young Wench to carrie it ſecretly into the Farmers houſe, and 
to put it vnder the table as they were at dinner ; whereupon 
1mmedaatly the Fariner and his children that were at the table 
fell ſuddenly (icke, and three dayes after died: the Witch her 
ſclte being derefted, was burned, but che Curat ſuffered onely a 
Iictle1umpriſonment in the Biſhop of Paris houſe, and that not 
long.tor whatwith friendſhip and mony he was ſoon deliuered. 
Fro:ſſard, who was Treaſurer and Canon of Chymay, reporteth 
ON 


Gods Indoements. and Enchanters, 


23 


A ſweet kiſle 
doubtlelle. 


Contempt ot 


Sacraments , 
Lib. I» 64+ 3 4» 


op p—_—_—— 7 
ao bo 


_ CN ————————————— — —  _  — ——— 


« — 5 4 > %, ww ow 
NE eee eee a - now” PR W_— 
_ . yg. er An” > BET, By OE gun TT. 4.5, "T oy W __ 4 a — my 
ſn <2. 46 Sb” wry "th ww Wome: 4 , 4 4 6 24S oh ” 
WEL 1 * op ” 
- p4 - - q Mi ” SO - 4 t . o = _—_— _— 
we OS En OR: cn SIDE rt YO err = h 7 Ay 4Yyov os SF | L 
D_— po __ e& wo Py , : 24S ry _ 
' 


Ot Conurers 
124. 


WIE WS: 


Waucler. virc. 


er. 


The Theatre of 


of another Curat in the Countrey of Beaxe ( vnder Charles 
the ſeucach ) chat had a faunuliar Spirit which hee called Oy. 
:hoa : whoſe helpe he vſed co the difturbance of the Lord of 
Coralle, by cauling aterrible noy{ero be heard cuery mght 
him and his ſeruancs in his Caſtle, becaule the ſaid Lord 
wich-held his tithes from hun, and conuerced thein to his 
owne vic, 

In the yeare 15 30,at Nuremberg a certainePricſt ſtudied Are 
Magick, and being verie couerous of gold and (1luer, che diuell 
(whom he ſcrued) thewed him chrough a chryſtal certaine trez. 
ſures hidden inthe c1tie; he by and by (greedy of this rich prey) 
went tothat part of the citie where he ſuppo!ed it to haue hen 
buried : and being arriucd atthe place, with a companion whom 
he brought co this prettie paſtime, fell a ſearching and digging 
p a hollow pit,vnull he perceived a coffer that lay in che bor- 
tome of the labs with a great blacke dog lying by it : whither 
he was noſoonerentered, bur theearth tell downe and filled vp 
the hole, and ſmothered and cruſhed him to death. So this poore 
Prieſt was entrappedand rewarded by his Maſtcr no otherwiſe 
than hecdeſcrucd ; but otherwile than he expected or looked 
{Or, 

Howbeitchey are not onely {imple Prieſts and Friers that 
deale with thele curſed Arts, but cuen Popes theni{clues. Sil 
eſter the ſecond (as Platima and others report) was firit a cone 
juring Fricr, and gaue himſclte ro che Diuell vpon condition 
be nught bee Pope, as hee was indeed ; and hawng obtained 
his purpoſe, as i ſeemed he began earncftly ro delire ro know 
the day wherein hee ſhould die ; which alſo his Schoolemaſter 
che Diuell reucaled vnto him, but vnder ſuch doubtfull rearmes, 
that hee dreamed in his fooliſh conceit, of immorralitie, and 
that he ſhould neuerdie. Ir chanced on a time as he was ſins 
ging Mafle at Rome in a Teple called Ieruſalem , (which 
was the place aſſigned him to diem) and not Ieruſalem in 
Paleſtina tres made himſclfe talſely to belceue, he heard 


A gote wor- 2 great noyſe of Diuels that came to fetch him away ( note 


thic the no« 


tng. 


chat chis was' done in Male while ) whercat hee beeing 
Cert; 
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eerrified and tormented , and ſeeing himfelfe not able any 125 
way to eſcape, hee dilired his people to rend his bodie in 
pieces 2 ter his death , andlay it vpon a charrior, and let hor= 
tes draw it whither chey would ; which was accordingly per- 
tormed : for as ſoone as hee was dead the peeces of his carkatle 
werecarricd our of the church of Laterane by the wicked | pirit, 
who as heruled hiinzn life,ſo he was the chiefe in his death and 
nerals. 
5 By like meanes came Bex:diftchenirth to the Popedome,for yeyno Babu. 
hee wasa deceitable Magitian: and in the ten yeres wherein hee 
was Pope hauing commitred infinit villanies and miſchictes, 
was at laſt by his familiar friend the Diuell {trangled co death in 
aforeſt, whither he weat to applie himſcltethe more quiercr to 
his coniurings. 
Gregor: the (1xth, ſcholler to Silueſter, as great a coniurer as gz, 
his maſter, wronghr much miſchie'e in his cinie , bur was 
at laſt baniſhed Rome, and ended his life 19 imiſcrie in Ger- 
manic. 
. Tohntherwo and ewentiech, beeing of no betterdiſpoſition 
than theſe wee haue ſpoken of, bur tollowing judiciall aſtro- 
logic, fed himſelfe with a vaine hope 0® long life, whereof 
hee vaunted himſelte among his familiars, one day aboue the 
reſt ar Vicerbum, 1n a chamber which hee had Jately builded, 
ſaying, that hee ſhould live a great while, hee was allured of 
it: preſently the floore brake ſuddenly in pieces, and hee was 
found ſeuen daies after cruſhed ro pieces vnd-r the runes 
thereof, All chis notwithſtanding , yer other Popes ceaſed 
not to ſuffer themaſclues to bee infected with this execrable 
poyſon:as Hildebrand, who was called Gregorie thefſeuenth, 
and Alexarder the fixth, of which kinde we {hall ſee a whole 
Jegend in the next booke. Due but marke thele holy Fathers 
gs. they were , to bee in ſuch ſort giuen ouerto 
athan. 
Cornelins Agrippa, a great Student in this curſed Art , and 19%ius In etigi«. 
a man famous both by his owne workes and others report, for # 91797%#m 1k 
his Necromancie, went alwayes accompanied with an cuill *77"%" 
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ſpirit in theſtmilitude of a blacke dog : but when his time of 

eath drew neere, and hee was vrged to repentance, he tooke 
off the inchanted collar from the dogs necke , and ſent him 
away with theſe terms Get thee hence thor carſedbeaFft, which 
baſt witerly deſtroyed me : Neither was the dog euer after 
ſcene : ſome ſay hee leapt into Araris, and neuer came out 
againe, eAgripps himſelte' died at Lyons in abaſe and beg. 
garly Inne. 

Zeroaſtres King of BaQtiaisnotified to haue bin the [nuen- 
ter of Aſtrologic and Magicke. Butthe Diuell (whoſe miniſtrie 
he vſcd) when he was too umportunate with him, burnedhimto 
death. 

Charles the ſeucnth of France, put Egedius de Raxa , Mar- 
ſhal of his Kingdome, to a cruel and filthie death, becauſche 
practiſed this Art, and in the ſame had murthered an hundred 
and twentie teeming women and young infants: hee cauſed 
kim to be hanged vpon a torke by a hot fire, and roaſted to 
death, 

Bladxdcheſonne of Lud King of Britaine, now called Eng- 
land, in the yeare of the World 3 100, (hee that builded the ci- 
tie of Bath, as our late Hiſtories witnetle, and alſo made there- 
in the Bathes) addicted himſelfe ſo much to the diuelith Arr 
of Necromancie, that hee wrought wonders thereby , inſo- 
much that hee made himſelfe wings , and attempted to flee 
like Dedalze : but the Dinell ( as ener like a falſe knaue) for- 
ſooke him in his journey , ſo that hee fell downe and brake 
his necke. . | 

In the yeare of our Lord 1558, one Simen Penbrooks 
dwelling in Saint Georges pdtith in London, being a figure 
ſetter , and vehemently ſuſpe&tcd to be a Conjurer , by che 
commandement of the Judge appeared in the pariſh church of 
Saint Saxioxr at a Court holden there: where whileft hee was 
bulic in entertaininga Protor, and leaned his head ypon a pew 
a good ſpace, the Proctor began to lift vp his head to ſee 
what he ailed, and found himdeparting our of this life , and 
Rraightwayes hee fell downe rattling in the throat , without 


ſpea- 
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ſpeaking any one word. This ſtrange iudgement happened 127 
before ma.zy witnelles, who ſearching him , found abour hina 
fue diucliſN bookes of conjuration and moſt abhominable pra- 
fiſes, with a picture jntin of a man hauing three dice in his 
hand, with this writing , Chance dice fortzxately; and much 
other traſh : ſo that euery one confelled it to bea juſt jadgemenc 
againſt Sorcerie , and a great example to cauſe others to feare 


the juſtice of God . Now let cuery one learne by theſe ex- 
amples to feare God, and to ftand firme and ſteadfaſt to his 


holie Word, without turning from it on any fide, foſhall he 
be ſafe from ſuch like miſerable ends as theſe wicked Varlets 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Of thoſe that through pride and vaine-glorie flroue to 
v/urpe the honour due vnto Goa, 


Forgerfull and vnthankefull minde 
for the benefits which God beſtowerh 
vpon vs , 18 a branch of the breach of 
this firſt Commaundement, as well 
as thoſe which went before : And 
this is when wee aſeribe not vnto 
God the glorie of his benefits, to 

we him thanks for them , buttho- 


rough a fooliſh pride extoll our ſelnes higher than we ought, 
peetfontin aboue meaſure and reaſon in our owne power, 
delire to place our ſelues in a higher degree chan is meer. 
With this fond and fooliſh afteion (I know not how) our 
firſt fathers were tickled and tainted from the: beginning, 'to Gen: y. 
thinke to impaire the gloric of God: andthey allo were put- 
fed vp with the blaſt ofambition, that I know not with what 
fond, fooliſh, raſh, and proud conceir , went abour _— 
ou 
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floud to build acitic and tower of exceeding heighth, by thay 
meanes to winne tame and reputarion amonglt men : In ſtead 
whercot they ought rather co haue prayſed God by reinem. 
bring his gracious goodnet[e jn ther miraculous deliucrance 
in their fathers perions, from that general] deluge, and ſhip. 
wrecke of the World : but foraſinuch as with aproud and 
high ſtomacke they lifted vp themſclues againſt God , to 
whome onely all gloric appertaineth, therctore God allo ſe 
himſelfe againſt chem and againſt their ouer bold praftiſe, 
incerrupting all cheir derermined preſumptuous purpoſes, 
by ſuch a confulion and alteration of rongues which hee ſem 
ainongft chem, that one could not vnderſtand another :{ 
thac with ſhame they wereconſtrayned to leaue their beg 
worke. And belides, in ſtcad of that ſtrong and ſure habt- 
cation which they drean.cd on, to maintaine and defend them- 
ſelues by,againſt all enemies,and the fortreſle and caſtle where. 
by chey went about to keepe other in ſubieftion to them, 
they were forced to forſake the place by the juſt judgement 
of God, who ſcattered and diſperſed chem hither and thithe, 
that hee might bring them to char eſtate and condition which 
they moſt of all feared, and ftroue toſhunne. And thus God re- 
liſtech the proud, andtauourech the humble : loc here che pw 
niſhment wherewith God puniſhed their (inne, remain! 
ſill vpon them varill this day,for a chaſtiſement of their pr 
ſpirits. | 

_ With theſſtaine of this ſinne, moſt commonly, the mighti- 
eft Pocentates of this world are defiled, who although both 
by word and writing auouch and confelle their power to 
bee by the grace of God, yer for the moſt part they are vert 
vnchanktult for che ſame, and ſo proud and high minded, that 
they ſhew theniſclues moſt obſtinat and vngratetull of all men: 
for oftentimes they rob him of the honour and gloric which 
15 peculiar vntohimſelte, and attribute it to themſclues , in ſet- 
cing foorch cheir braue and ſumptuous ſhewes and triumphs: 
tlus 18 the lune whereof Nabwohadneazzar King of Babell wi 


repro 


ion vnder him, he(in ſtead of giuing thankes for theſe preat 
benefirs)exalced himſelte,ſuffering his heart co ſwell, and his 
vnderſtanding to wax hard with pride, not regarding the 
Lord who excolled himſo high : and yer orien hee 
was conſtrained to confelle and acknowledgehim for the 
truc God,to hauean cuerlaſting kingdome,& an infinit pows- 
er,as well by the forewarning of dreames which Daziel mcer- 
preted,as by the miraculous deliuerance of three young men 
out of che burning furnace : therefore as he walked one day in 
his royal] palace at Babylon, and vaunted of his greatnetle, 


Coat Tndgements, firone tovfurpe Gods honour, 
reproued ; for God hauing beſtowed ypon him a kingdome | 


with ſuch pompe and renowne, thac he made whole nations 
to tremble before his face,and purting nas people in ſubie- 


I29 


and magnificence,ſaying co himſelfe, [s not this great Babell, Dan4. 


which I haxe built for the houſe of the kingdome,by the might 

of my power ,and for the honour of my Maicſtie ? Now vhuleſt 

che word was yer 1n his mouth, as voyce was heard from hea- 
uen;ſ; aying, O kin:g,to thee it v5 ſpoken,Thy kingdoms: [all de 
part from thee: and according to the tenour of the voice hee 
was immedaatly depoſed from his royall ſcat, fpoiled of al his 
plorie, driven from the ſocierieof men,deprwved ot ſenſe, and 
madea companion for che bruit beafts,aiid wilde at]es,caring 
grafle ike oxen,euen ſo long,vnull his haire was grown ftiffe 
like Eagles fearhers,and his nailes like the clawes 07 birds. In 
which eſtate he continued the ſpace of (cuen yeares ;cuen he 

that a little before was ſo proud and 2rrogant,and he that had 

conquered {o many kingdomes ani nations, that truumphed 

oucr lurie and lerutalem, with the Kings thereof. This is 

a moſt excellent looking glalle tor Kings to behold the fic- 

klenefſeand inflabilicie of all their power and pompe, when 

it pleaieth God to humbleand bring them vnder : there 1s 

neither Scepcer,crowne, ſtay,or ſtrength ot man,that is able to 
hinder and turne aſide the hand of the Almighrie,the king of 

kings,*romabaling and weakening the moſt high and ſtrong 

of this world,let them be neuer ſo braue and joll y,and bring- 
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ing themvntoa low, contemprible. and brutiſh eſtate. 

Belides this which we haue alreadie rouched, there is ano. 
cher kinde of pride and preſumption moſt damnable and de. 
teſtable of all : and ic is when a inan doth ſo much forger him- 
ſelfe, as roſeiſe and take vpon him that honour which apper- 
taineth onely to God, aſcribing to himſelte a certaine dere, 
One would hardly thinke that there were any ſuch in the 
world, ſo proud as ro commit this (in, did not experience 
certaine examples teach vs the contrarie: As firit of allthe 
King of Tyre, whoſe heart was ſocxalted with the multitude 
of riches,and the renowneand grearnelle of his houſe, that he 
doubred not to eſteemehimſclte a god, and to deſire majeſtic 
and power correſpondent thereunto, For which preſumption 
Godby che Prophet Ezechie/reproued him, and threatened 
his deſtru&tion, which a came vpon him, when by 
che power of a ſtrange and terrible nation, his goodly god- 
head was ouercome and murchered, feeling indeed that her 
was no god, as he ſuppoſed, bur aman ſubje& to death and 
miſerie. 

King Herod, ſyrnamed egrippa, which put James the 
brother of /oh» ro death, andimpritoned Peter,with purpoſe 
ro make him taſte of the ſame cup, was putted vp with no lelle 
ſacrilegious pride ; tor being vpon a time ſeated in his throne 
of judgment,and arrayed in his royal robes,fhewing forth his 
grearnes and magnificence in the preſence of the Embatladors 
of Tyre and S1don,thatdefired to continuein peace withhim, 
as he ſpake vnto them, the people ſhouted and cried, Thatit 
was the voice of God, and nor of man : which citles of honor 
hediſclaimed nor. and therefore the Angel of the Lord ſmote 
hin ſuddenly, becauſe he gaue nor theglorie ro-God: ſo that 
he was caten with wormes, and gaue vp the ghoſt. /cſephw 
reporteth the ſame ſtorie more at largeon this manner : Vpon 
the ſecond day of the folemnization of che playes which He- 
rod cauſed to becelebrated for che Emperors health, there bc- 
np a great munber of genclemenand Lords preſent, that =_ 
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from all quarters tothis feaſt; he came betime inthe morning x 32 

co che Theatre, clad in a garment all wouen with filucr of a 

maruellous workmanſhip; vpon which, as the Sun riſing caft ; 
his beames, there glirrered out ſuch an excellent brighcnelle, z- 
chacchereby his pernicious flateerers took occaſion to call him 

with a Jowd voyce by the name of God: tor the which ſacri- 

legious ſpeech, he not reproouing nor forbidding them, was 

preſently taken with moſt grieuous aud horrible dolours and 

gripes 1n his bowels,ſo that looking vpon the people he vete- 

red theſe words: Behold here your goodly god, whom you 

bur now lo highly honored, ready to die with extreame pain. 

Ando he died indeed molt miſerably, euen when hee was in 

the cop of his honor andjollity, and as it were in the midft of 

his earthly Paradiſe , being beaten downe and ſwallowed vp 

with contuſion and 1gaomunie, not ſtricken with the edge of 

{word or ſpeare (tor that had been farremore honorable) bur 

gnawen in pieces with ]ice and vermine. 

Simon ('Magua , otherwiſe called Simon the Samaritane, Euſeb. 1;b. 2x 
borne in a village called Gitton , after hee was curſed of ©: 3*-, 
Peter the Apoſtle , tor oftering to buy the gitts of the Spi- Frm ? 
rit of God with money , went to Rome, andthere putting cexr. s. bib. n 
in practiſe his magicall arts , and working miracles by the cape 111 
deuill, was reputed a god , and had an image erected 1n his 
honour,withthis inſcription, 7o S502 the Holy pod: Belides, 
all the Samaritanes, and dwers alſo of other nations accoun« 
ted him no lelle , as appeared by the xencrence and henour 
which chey did vato him : infomuch, as they called his com-« 
panion,or rather his whore Helexa (tor that was her profeſſi- 
on in Tyrea city of Phenicia) The fartt moouer that 6i{ti]led 
our of Si7y0us boſome. Now he,to foſter this fooliſh and re- 
diculos opinion of theirs, and to cternize his name, boaſted = E 
that he would at a certaine time flic vp into heauen, which, 
as hee attempted to doe by the helpe of the deuill , Perer 
the Apoſtle commaunded the vncleane ſpirit to caſt him 
downe againe, ſo that hee tell vpon theearth and was brui- 


ied to death , and proued himſclte thereby to bee no more 
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than « mortail, wicked, and deteſtzble wretch. 

Moreouer, elſewhere wee read of Alexander the Great, 
whoſe courage and magnanimitie was ſo exceeding great, 
that hee enterpriſed to goe ont of Greece and ſe: "—=_ all A. 
ſia,onely withran armie of two anJ chirtiethouſand footmen, 
five hundred horſe,and an hunired and foureſcoreſhips : and 
1 this appointment paſling the ſeas, hee conquered 1n ſhort 
ſpace the greateſt part of che World : for which cauſe hewas 
repreſented co the Prophet Daxie/ in a viſion, by the figure 
of a Leopard with wings on his backe,to notifie the great di. 
ligence and fpeedie expedition which he vſed in compaſling 
ſo many ſudden and great viftories; with pride whereof hee 
was ſo ſoone infe&ed, thathee would brooke no equal] nor 
eompanionin his Empire ; bur as heauen had but one Sunne, 
ſo hee thought theearth ought co haue but one Monarch, 
which was humſelte: which minde ot his he made knowne by 
hisanſwere to King Darius demanding peace, and offering 
him the one halte ot his RIO to be quict ; when hee re- 
fuſed to accord thereunto ; ſaying, He {corned to be a partner 
in the halfe, and hoped to befull potletTor of the whole. Af- 
ter his firſt vitory had of Darius,& his entrance into Xgypr 
(which hee tooke withour blowes, as alſo he did Rhodes and 

C1licia) hee pra&tiſed and ſuborned the Prieſts that miniſtred 
at the Oracle of Hammer, co make him be pronounced and 
encituled by che Oracle, Theſon of /xpiter - (which kindeof 
jugling and deceit was common art that time.) Hauing ob- 
tained chis honour, forthwith he cauſed hirnſelfe ro bee wor- 
ſhipped as a god, according to the cuftome of the kings of 
Perl1a: neither wanted he Hatterers about him: that egged him 
forward,and ſoothed him vP in this proud humor: albeit that 
many of the beuter ſorr endeuored rooch and nayle to turne 
hn trom it, It hapnedas he warred in India, he receiued ſo 
ſore a wound, thar with paine thereot he was conſtrained to 
fay, Though he was the renowned ſon of /ypirer, yer hecea- 
ſed not to feele the infirn ities of a weake and dileated bodie: 
anally,being returned to Babylon, where many Emballadors 
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of diuers far countries, as of Carthape, and other cities in A= 7x 33 
:*ca, Spaine, France, Sicilie, Sardinia, and certaine cities of 
Icalic, vere arriued to congratulate his good ſuccefle, for the 
great renowne Which by his worchie deeds he had gotten ; as 
he lay there taking his reſt many dayes, and bathing himſelfe 
in all kinde of pleaſure, one day after a great feaſt, that laſted 
a whole day and a night, ina banquer atcer ſupper, being rea- 
dieto teturnehome, he was poyſoned ; when before hee had 
drunke his whole draught, he gauea deepe ſigh ſuddenly,as it 
he had becnchruſt through with a dart, and was carried away 
in aſwoone, vexed withſuch horrible corment, that had hee 
nor been reſtrained, he would haue killed himſelfe. And on 
this manner hethar could not content himſelfe with the con- 
diction of a man, but would needs climbe aboue the clouds, to 
go incquipage with God, drunke vp his ownedeath,leauing 
as ſuddenly all his worldly pompe, as he had ſuddenly gotten 
it : which vaniſhed like ſmoke, none of his children being 
any whit the berter for it. 

There was in Syraculſa acitie of Sicilia (Which is now cal- 
led Saragolle) a Phylirian called Menecrares,whoſe folly and 
preſumption was ſo great, that he accounted himſelte a god, 
anddeſired to be ſoreputcd by others ; inſomuch that hee re- 
quired no other wages and recompence of the patients which 
he tooke in hand , ( as «/£ liam witnelJeth) but that they 
ſhould only acknowledge him to be /#pirer, and call him ſo, 
and auow themſelues to his ſeruice.Vpon atime Dem thety- 
ran,deſjrous to make ſome paſtime with him,made afeaſt,and 
enuited him:mongſt others ro be his gueſt : bur becauſe hee 
wasa god,to do him honor anſwerable co his name, he placed 
him atable all alone, and ſer before him no diſhes, but only a 
cenſer with frankincenſe,which was a proper and conuenient 
ſcruice tot the gods. This honorable dutie pleaſed the Phyliti- 
an very wel at the firſt,ſo that heſnutfed vp rhe perfume moſt 
willingly : but whenthis poore god ſaw the other gueſts ca- 
ting and drinking indeed, and himſclte not being able to be 


s 


K j fed 


Of thoſe thatthrough pride The Theatre of 


I 34 


fed with ſinoke, readie to ftarue with hunger, aroſe vp ang 
went away all enraged in himfelte, and derided of others ; ha- 
wing more need to purge his owne braines of their ſuperflu. 
ous humor, than others trom their ſicknellcs. 

Calioula he firſt, Emperour, being become an ordinarie 
deſpiſer and open mocker of all religion, it came preſent!y jn 
his braineto beleeue (to drunken was he with a draught of 
his owne fooliſh conceit) that there was no orher God bur 
himſelte : therefore he cauſed men to worſhip him, and to 
kitle his hands or his feet in token of reuerence, (which ho- 
nor afterwards the Popes tooke vpon them) yea and was ſo 
beſotted,that he went abour by certain engines of art to coun» 
terfeic thunder and lightnings: albeit in all chis pride and ar. 
rogancie, or rather folly, there was none ſo timerous & feare- 
full as he,or that would ſooner vpon lighter occaſion be dif- 
maied, One day as he was by mount tna in Sicihie, hea- 
ring by chance the violent cracking of the flames which all 
that ſeaſon aſcended our ofthe top ot the hill,ic ſtroke ſo ſud. 
den and horribleafeare into him, that hee neuer ceaſed flying 
all night ill he came to Phar in Meſſina, Euery little thunder- 
clap pur him in feare of death,forhe would leap vp and down 
like a mad mian when he heard itthunder;finding hunſelt not 
able by. all his godhead to detend himſclte from the power 
theref: but it cherechanced greater cracks than ordinary,then 
would not his hot bed hold him, but needs muſt he run into 
the cold floore vaderneath the bed,to hide himielie, Thus was 
he compelled againft his wil to feare him whom willingly he 
would not deigne to acknowledge, And thus it fallech our 
wath all wicked miſerable Acheifts, whole hearts 1magin there 
is no God,and therefore haue ſo little atlurance in themſelues 
that there need no thunderand lightning to amaſe chem z for 
the ſhaking of euery lea'e 15 ſuthicient to make them) tremble. 
To conclude, this Atheiſt, yoyd of all Religion and teare 
of God, ad full of all prophanenetle, was according to his 


due deſcrt,murthered by one of hys ſeruants ; of the WO 
fol- 
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follow more at large in the next booke. 125 
Domitian likewiſe wasſo blinded with pride,that he would 070/ {16.7.ca.7 


be called agod,and worſh) pped : of whom alſo we wil ſpeake 
in the ſecond booke. 
To theſe we may adde them alſo, that tothe endto make Pi#ny/- 7alic 
chenſelues fearcd and reucrenced as gods, haue counterteited s 0 - « AY 
che Iighrnings and thunders ot heauen, as weread oone A PE 
lad:14 a | atine King that raigned betore Romnulm : who be- 
ing a molt wicked I yran, and a conceniner of God,inuented 
a tricke whereby to preſent to the eare and eye,therathing and 
ſwitt (ine of both chunder and lightning ; that by that 
means aſtoniſhing his ſubje&ts, he might be efleemed of chem 
fora god: bur it chancedchar Js houſe being ſer on hre by 
crucl1ghtning,and ouerchrowne with the violent ſtrength of 
cempeltuous raine, together with the oucrflowing of a pond 
that ſtood neere, he periſhed by fire and water, buri.t and 
drowned and all at once, | 1 
Did not the king of Elide the like,and tothe {ane end al- / 
ſo, by the deuice ot a charet drawne about with foure hotlſes, 2 
wherein were certaine yron-workes, which with wrinching 
about gaue an horribleſound reſembling thunder,and torches. 20d 1b. 4: 
and ſquibs which he cauſed to be throwneabour like 1 ghten- 
ings, ſuch ſort,that he otcentimes burnt the beholders: and ' 
inchis mannerhe went vp and downe braung it, eſpecially 
ouer an yron bridge which he had of purpoſe built to palle 
and repalle ouer ar his pleaſure ; vnti]] Gods long luffering 
could not endure any longer ſuch oucragious and preſun,ptu- 
ous madnetle, bur ſent a thunderbolt trom heauen vpon his 
head, that all the world night ſee by his deſtruQtion, the ecx- 
ceeding follic and vaine pride which bewitched him in his 
Ltecimic: which hiſtorie the Poct in the perſon of Sib:la, (er- 
tech downe to this effec : 


I ſaw Salmon in cruell torments lie, JEntad. 6. 
For counterfetting thunder of the 5hie, 
Anda loucs cleere lightning : whileſt with torches bright, 
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Drawne with foure fleeds, and brandiſhed his lizht, 
| He rode triumphantly through Els treats, 
1nd made all Grecia wond:r at his feats. 
Thinking $0 win the honour of a g04, 
( Alad as he was ) by ſcattring fire abroad. 


IFith brazen engiaes, and with courſes faignine, 


A noyſe like that which in the clouds is ratoning, 
Ani no where elſe : but God from thickeſt skie, 
No torch, but ſuch a thunderboll let flie 

At him, that headlong whirld him from his Cel, 
And tumbled downe into the dcepeſt Hel, 

Thus this arrogant King was puniſhed according to the 
qualitie of his offence, euen in the ſame kinde wherein he of- 
tended : which thing though it be found writcen in a Poet, 
yet ought not berejected for an old wiues tale, ſecing ir 1s not 
incredible,thata king might nuke ſuch paſtimes anJ yron- 
craſhing noyſes, nor that he might be juſtly puniſhed for the 
ſame : and the rather, becauſe { a/i9#la did the Ike, as wee 
haue heard before. And we readallv, that one « Arthemiſin 
in the time of the Emperour [«ſt;ian , counterfeired by cer- 
taine engines and deuices, in his owne houſe in Conſtantino: 
ple, ſuch earthquakes, lightenings, and thunders, that would 
aſtoniſha wiſe braine to heare or behold them on a ſudden. 

But abone all others that by darkening the glory of Godto 
encreaſe their own power,haue proudly exalted chemfclues +- 

ainſt him, the Popes are the ringleaders, whoſe vnbrideled 
boldnefſe hath bin ſo muchthe more impudent & pernitious, 
for thatin terming themſclues the ſeruants of the (eruants of 
God,in word,in deed,take ynto them the authoririe and pow- 
er of God himlelte : asof pardoning and abſoluing ſins, cre 
ting laws & ordinances at their pleaſure,in binding or vnbin- 
ding mens con{ciences ; which things appertain to God only. 
Nay they haue bin ſo braſen faced, as to command angels and 
diuels,as Clement the fift did in one of his buls:ſo impudentas 
to be carried like jdols vpon their vaſſals ſhoulders,and =— 
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three crownes vpon their heads ; ſo proud and arrogant,as to x 37 
conſtraine Kings and Emperors to kille their feer, to make 
them their vaſlals , ro vſurpe lord{hip and donnmion ouer 
them and all their Jands and potleſſons, and to diſpolleſle 
whom they likenot,of kingdomes,and inſtall intheir roomes 
whom they pleaſe ;and all this by the thunder of excommus- 
nication, whereby they make themſelues feared and tood in 
awe of. By which dealings of theirs,they verific inthemſc]ues 
that which the Scripture ſpeaketh of Antichriſt, which is the 2 Thee, 2. 3- 
11an of {in, the ſonne of perdition,an aduerſarie, and one that 
exalterh hinifelfe againſt all which is called God, or which is 
worlhipped , till he be ſer asa god 1n the Temple of God, 
ſhcwing hindſelfethat he 1s God, Wheretore alſo the heauie 
vengeance of God is maniteſt ypon them, by the great and 
horrible puniſhn;ents they haue been tormented with : for 
ſome of them haue had their cyes pulled our, others haue dy- 
ed in priſons, a third fort haue been ſmothered to death, a 
fourth hath been killed with the ſword, a fiſt hath died with 
hunger, a {ixc been ſtoned, aſcuenth poyſoned, and yet there 
_ not wanced an eight ſort, whom the diuell himfelfe hath 
ſtifled. 

This1t 1s to ouer-reach the clouds, and not content wah Sabel. /&7e- 
earthly power,to vſurpe a ſupremacicand preheminence ouer 44: 9. 1b. 7. 
Kings: ſuch was the pride of Pope Boniface the cighth, when as cm prtar : 
he ſent an Embalſage to Philip che Faure, King of France,to wich. Gytes,of | 
command him to:ake vpon him an expedition againſt the the Chronicles 
Sarazens beyond the ſea, vpon paine of forteiting his King- of France. 
domintohis hards;and when hauing his ſword by his (ide he 
ſhamed not to ſay, that he alone, and none elſe, was Emperor 
and Lord of all the world : in demonſtration whereof, he be- 
ſtowed the Empire vpon Duke Albert , together with the 
Crowne of France : and not content herewith, his inſolencie 
wasſo importunat,that hecharged Philipthe Fair ro acknow- 
ledge himlelfe to be his ſubje& 1n all cauſes, as well ſpirituall 
as temporal, and to leuiea {ublidie for his holinefle out of his 
clergie,diſabling hisamhoritic in beſtowing Church — : 
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which prerogariue (1C challenged -- :5S2e; theconcluſion of 
this Bull was 1n theie words ; 11d creder: es fatuos YEDHIA 
9111 25 muchrof:; ay ,aS,whoſoener 2s of another mind than this, 
we eſteem lm afoole. Whereuntothe King anſwered in this 
wiſe, Philipus Dei oratia Francorm Rex, Bonifacio ſe gerey. 
ti pro ſ11nm3 port? fice ſalutem modicam ſine nulla, Scrat tus 
m.Ax:mafaturtasin temporalibus nos alicui non ſabeſſe,reclelr. 
arum & prebendarum vacantinm collationens ad u05 thre re 
Fiopertinere : ſect autem credentes fatuos reputam:u denian. 
res. [n Engliſh thus : Philip by the grace of God king of France, 
t9 Boniface bearing himſelfe for Pope,little or no health. Beit 


known to thy exceeding great fooliſhnes,that we 1m temporalaf- 


fairs are ſnbiett to none,that the beſtowing of benefices belongs 


to vs by our royal right: and if there be any that think otherwiſe, 
we hold them for erronecus fooles, A memorable anſwer, well 
belceming a true royal and French heart. Immediat]y hee al- 
ſembling together a national Councel of allche Barons and 
Prelats within his dominion, at Paris, wherein Bonrface bee- 
ing pronounced an Heterique,a Symoriſt,anda Manſlayer,it 
was agreed vpon by a joint conſent, that the King ſhould do 
no more obeyſance, buc reje& as nothing worth, whartſoeuce = 
he ſhould impoſe. Wherefore the King to rame his proudand 
malicious nature,diſpatched ſecretly 200 men at armes vnder 
che condudt of one capraine Nogxard,towards Auian in Na- 
ples(whither his Holinetſe was fled for feare of diuers whoſe 
houſes and caſtles hee had cauſed to be raſed downe) there to 
ſurpriſehim on a ſudden: which ſtiatagem they ſpeedily per- 
formed, and carried him priſoner to Rome, where hee died 
moſt nuſerably. Peter Mefiea Spaniſh gentleman of Seuill, 
ſaich in many of his Lectures, thathe died in priſon enraged 
with famine. Nicholas Giles in his firit volume of French 


Chronicles reporteth, thac he died in the caſtle Saint Angelo, 


through a flux of his bell1e, which caſt him into a frenzie,that 
he gnew oft his own hands, and thar at che houre of his death 
chere were heard horrible chunders, and cempeſts, and light: 
nings round about:this is he in whole honor this fine epitaph 
was 
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was made ; Latranit vt Vulpes, regnauit vt Leo, mortuus eff 139 
21 Canis : He entred lthe a Fox, raigned like a Lyon, and dyed Sabel. ENc- 
lie a dog. And this was he that on the firſt day of Lent guing ad, 9. lib. 7 


aſhes to the Biſhop of Genes, 1n ſtead of vling the ordinarie 
forme of ſpeech, which 1s, Memento homo quod cints es, fin 
cizerem converteris,( Remember man that thoa art aſhes, and 
into aſhes thou ſhalt reterne) faidin deſpight and mockerie, 
Memento homa quia Gubellinis es, © cum ibellints in Cine- 
rem conuerteris : Remember that thou art a Gubelline,and to= 
gether with the GibeHines thou ſhalt be turned into aſhes : and 
in ſtead of laying the aſhes vpon his forhead, threw tkeminto 
his eycs,and forthwith depriued him of his biſhopricke, and 
would haue done worle,it it had bin in his power:mark what \ 
little account this holy father hunſelte made of theſeceremo- 
nics:and therefore it 1s no maruell if others mock at them,ſee- 
ing the Popes themſclues makechem bur matters of paſtime. 

If it beſo therefore,that no man ought toarrogateto him- 
ſelfe any title of deitie, then conſequently it 1sno lelle vnlaw- 
full co giue that diuinc honor to any other morral creature :. 
and therefore the people of Cxlarea faulted greatly , when 
blaſphemoully they called King H:rod a god, as hath beene 
declared before. Likewiſe ir was high ana proud preſumprion 
m the Senat of Roine, not to receiue any god co their Com- 
monwealch, without their ownetorcapprobation and conſent. 
AS it thac God could nor maintains 11s dignitie, nor ſtand 
without the good liking and allent 0. men ; oras if that man 
could deifie whom he litted, which 15 a moſt ridiculous and 
abſurdching, And thus the Romans 1n tune of Tberizs conle- ,,,,. :.. 
crating to themſelues a whole legion,euen thouſands of falſe 4po/es. 
gods, would nor admir of the rue God, and his Son Chriſt, 
but rejected h1:n abou all ochers. | 

Among ziithe yanities of the Achenians,this was one wor- 
thic noung, how they ordained,that Demetrius, Alexanders 
fuccellor (ror re- eſtablithing their popular and antienthiber= 
tie) with t1$ iather Aztigonas,{hould becalled Kings,and ho« 


mucd with iiecule of Sauing gods, and to haue a Prieſt that 
7 (hould 
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hould offer ſacrifice vnto them : and moreoner cauſed their 
pictures to be drawn in the{ame banner wherethe piQtureg of 
[upiter and ©Mincrna (the protectors of their Citie) were 
drawn, in broidered worke: but chis goodlic banner as it was 
carried about in proceſlion, was rent in picces by a tempeſty. 
ous ſtormethat aroſe ſuddenly, God thereby maniteſting,hayw 
odious and diſpleaſant both this new and old ſuperſtition 
was in his ſight: beſides that, do but conſider the laudable 
vertues that ſo commended this new god Demerrius,to make 
them honour him in ſuch ſort ; they were violence and cruel. 
ties, intemperance, with all inordinate laſcuuiouſ! nelle, villa. 
nies, and whoredoms : ſo that it was no maruell if they had 
made him a god, being vnworthiealtogether of humane ſo. 
cietie. Thisnew found god hauing gotten a great viftorieby 
ſea, as he triumphed and braued it with ſhips atter the ſame, 
was ſo as with a ſudden tempeſt, thar thegreateſt par 
of his nauie went to wrecke, and afterwards was vanquithed 
by Selexchas 1n a bartell, wherein his father Antigonus was 
ſlaine : and when he thought to retyreto Athens, they ſhut 
their gates vpon him, whom a little before they had canoni- 
zed for a god: for which cauſe heraiſcd war againſt them, 
and ſo wearicd them with onſers on each ſide, and fo incloſed 
them both by ſea and land, that being brought to extreame 
famine and necef{itic, they were compelled to entertaine him 
againe, and to behold the horrible outrages of their owne 
made god, to their griete and contuſion, Bur not long after, 
Selewchus once againe damped his courage, infomuch that 
having lived three yeares in a country of Syria, like a baniſhed 
outlay ; for feare to be deliuered into his hands, and wearie 
of his owne lite, he ſtuffed himſelfe ſo with food, thar hee 
burſt in pieces. Thercforelet euery man learne by theſe exam 
ples, norto tranſlate the honour and majeſtie of God to aby 
creature, buttoleaue irto him alone, who is jealous thereof, 
and will not (as the Prophet ſaith) giuc his glorie vnto -ano- 
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CHAP, XXIII, 


Of Epicure;, aud Atheiſts. 


S touching voluptuous Epicures and 
curſed Acheifts, that denie the pro- 
uidence of God,belceue not the im- 
4: morralirie of the foule, chinke there 
CDI i 4 1s fio ſuch thing as life to come,and 

VO F/ : nz Ma a 

LO) he conſequently impugneall diuinitie,, 
= liuing in this world like brute beafts 
£5 SS VE DS andlikedops and (wine,wallowing 

in all ſenſualicie ; they doe alſo ſtrike them(clues againſt this 
commandeinent, by going about to wipe our and deface the 
knowledge of God, and if it were poflible, roexcinguiſh his 
ycricellence ; wherein they ſhew theimſelues more than mad 
and bruciſh, whereas notwithftanding all the cuident teſti- 
monies of the vertue, bounrie, wiſdome,and erernall power of 
God, which they dayly ſee with their eyes,and feele in them- 
ſelues, doe neuercheletle {triue ro quench his light of nature, 
which enlightenerh and perfuadech them and all Nations,of 
this, T here 18 a God, by w/o-e we liue,mone.und hane our be- 
ing; who alchough in his etJence 1s 1nuil1ble, yer makerh hee 
huntelte knowne,and as it were ſeene by his works and crea- 
rures,& mighty gouernment of the world,chat hethat would 
ſcekeafter h1m,may (as one mighr ſay) handle and feele him, 

Therefore chey that would pertuade chemſclues chat rhis glo- 

rious h:2ucn and maſſe earth wanred a guider and a gouer- 

nour, hauetheir vnderſtanding blinded trom light of things 
mamneſt, and cheirhearcs pzruertcd from all (hew of reaſon : 
for 15 there any ſubſtanceof this world thacthath no cauſe of 
his fub:1lting ? Is chereaday without a Sun ? Are there fruirs 

and no trees ? Plants and noſcedes ? Can it raine without a 

cloud ? Be acempelt withour wind ? Can athip faile without 

a Pilut? Or ahoute be butlke without a Carpenter or _— 
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142 Ifcheneuery part ofthis world hath his particular cauſe of be: 

ing and depenJance, 1s ic likely that the whole is withour 

caute ro bee to it a turnithing and gouernement ? Say, you 

hogs and dogs, do you not beleeue that which you ſee ? or jf 

vour eycs be bored our that youcannot ſee, mult you thinke 

there 1$no Sunnor light, becauſe your eyes are in darkenelſe 

and blindeneſle? Can you behold all thefecras of nature ? Ig 

there nothing bur a voice, alinging of birds, or an harmoni. 

ous conſort of mulical inftrumencs in the world ? And yet 

who percemcth theſe ſmall things ? Can you behold the 

winde ? Can you lee the ſweet ſirel of fragrant flowers along 

the fields? Canyou ſce the fecretsot your owne bodies, your 

entrailes, your heart and your braine? And yetyouccaſe not 

to belecue that there are ſuchthings, except you be heartlelle 

and brainelclle indeed : Why then doe you meaſure.God by 

your owne (1ght, and doe not beleeue there is a God, becauſe 

he 15 1nwilible, {ince thac be maniteſtech himſelte more appa- 

rently both ro vnderſtanding and fence , than either voyce 

ſmell,or wind ? Do not your owne oathes, blaſphemies, and 

horrible curlings beare wines againſt you, when you ſweare 

by, deſpighr and maugre 1m whom you denie to bee ? Doth 

not cuery thunderclap conftraine you to tremble at theblaſt 

of his voyce? It any calamity approach neere vnto or light 

vpon you, orif death bee rhreatned or ſer before your eyes, 

do younotthen teele, in {pight of all yout reaſon,that theſe- 

uere judgement of God doth waken vp your dull and ſleepie 

conſcience to come ro his tryall ? There was neuer yer any 

nation or people ſo bacbarous, which by the perſwalion and 

inſtin&t of nature hath nor alwayes belecued a certaine deitie, 

and to thinke otherwiſe is not onely a deceſtible thing, but al- 

ſo moſt abſurd and ſo contrary ro humane reaſon , thar the 

very Paynims haue very little collerated ſuch horrible blal- 

phemy. The Achenians are witnefles hereof, who baniſhed 

c.of the na- Protagoras their City and countrey,becaule in the beginning 

ture of the of oneof his bookes he called 1jn queſtion the deirie,and cali 
gods, lib.1. (£4 his bookes to bee burned openly. Neithcr ſhewed they | 
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any lelſe ſcueritie towards D#2g0ras, [yrnamed the Atheiſt: 143 
when being (as ſome lay) injuriouſly and ftaltely accu ed of Diodor. 13. 
thiscrime, and for feare of puniſhment fled away, they pro- 

claimed, that whoſoeuer did kill him ſhould haue a talent of 

filuer in recompence,whach in value i8as much as {ix hundred 

crownes, atter the rate of fiue and thirtie ſhillings French to 

the crowne. How nnich more then 15 the ſtate of Chrifſten- 

dome ar this day to be lamented, which we fee in many pla- 

ces infected with ſuch a contagious pettilence,chat duuers men 
inuenomed with chis deadly poyſon, are {o milchieuous and 

wretched, as to make roome tor Arheiſme, by forbidding and 

hindering by all meanes pollible, the courſe of the Gotpel! : 

wherein they make knowne what they are, and what zealc 

they beare to the Religion and [eruice of God,and with what 

affe&tion they are led rowards the good and {afety of the com- 
monwealch, and what hereafter 1s to be hoped of them: for 

where there 15 no knowledge nor teare of God, there alſo 

13 no bridle nor bond to reſtraine and hold men backe 

from domg eull: whereupon they growto that palle to be 

moſt jnſolent and prophane. This 1sthe Diuinitie and good- 

ly inftruxtionthat commeth beyond the mountaines, from 

that ſcientifical Vniuerſ1cie and Colledge of the right reue- 

rend Matters, and from the excellent holinelle of ſome of 

their Popes ; whoſe manner of lite 15 ſo ditlolure, laſchuous, 

dihoneſt, and Sardanapal hke. that rchereby their Atheiſiue ide lib 1.c.20 


1s cuidencly and notoriouſly knowneand talked of by cuery £4ci2n , Por- 
ONE, phory, Inliany 


Hereof Pope Leo the tenth, a Florentine by birth , may "aye 


ſerue for an example: whoas he was a veric etfaminate per- 
ſon, given to all manner of delights and pleaſure, hauing no 
other care but of hiniſelte, and his owne falthie carkalles eaſe ; 
ſo had he no more ralteat all, nor tecitng of God and his holy 
Werd,than a dog : he made the prountes and threats contal- 
ned 1n holy Scripcure, and all el{echat we beleeue, matter to 
ugh at,and chir:gs triuolous and of no weight 3 mockii:g at 
the (1niplicity,the taich, and belecte of Chuſtiars;for ove day 

WE when 
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when Cardinall Beys5:44 ( who alſo ſhewed himſelfe'to bes 
none of che beſt Chriſtians in the World, by his Venerian hi. 
ſtorie, whereas otras hee ſpeakerh of God he vſcrh the plurall 
number, after the manner of Heathen Writers) alleadged a 
place our of the Goſpel], his damnable impudencie way ſg 
great as to replie, That this fable of Chriſt had brought tg 
him and ſuch as hee, no littleprofic. Oh ſtinking and curſed 
throatto belch our ſuch monſtrous blaſphemie ! do not theſe 
ſpeeches bewray a villanous and abhominabie Atheiſt, if e. 
uer any were? Is not thisto declare himſelfe openly to bee 
Antichriſt ? For hee is Antichriſt which deniech Teſusto bee 
Chrit, and which denieth the Father and the Sonne, accor. 
ding as Saint /ehz ſayth. Albeit in the meane while this 
curled caitife,that had as much religion as a dog,madehewto 
be che protector and defendor of the Catholicke taith,makin 
warre with all his power againſt Chriſt Telus in the ailing 
his ſeruant L«ther. Now atter he had by his pardons and in« 
dulgences drawne out a werld of money , and heaped yp 
great trealures by the maintenanceof courtizans and whores, 
2nd hadenriched his baſtards, one day becing at meat, he 
receiued newes of the ouerthrow of the French in Lumbar: 
dic,wherear hee rejoyced out of meaſure,and tor that goodti- 
dings doubled his good cheare ; ſuddenly he was conftray- 
ned to turne his copie from joy into ſadnelle, from pleaſure 
into griecte and graſhing of teeth, by a moſt bitrer and vn- 
looked for death, which depriued himart once of all his plea- 
ſures,to make him drinkethe cup of Gods fierce wrath,and to 
throw him downe headlong intocuerlaſting paines and tor- 
wents which were olfded tor him. Pope Leo (faith Saint 
Martin of Belay mn his ſecond booke of memorable things) 
hearing of the great lofle which the Frenchmen ſuftained a 
Milan, cooke fo great joy thereat, that acatarrhe and an ague 
enſuing,killed him within three daies after ; a happic manin- 
deed to dic with joy. 
Pope [ali che third was oneof the ſame ſtampe, nothing 
inferior to theformer in al manner ef difſolure and _— 
| why 
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lining, and vile and curſed talke, making —— hisim- 145 
pictic, thathe had none other god but ks bellie, and that hee 1/3de 16. r. ce. 
was none of Chriſts told, bur one of Epicures crew ; hee was *!+ Hereſe 
ſuch a glutton,and ſo paſſionate in his luſts,and ſo prophane 
a deſpiſer of God and his Word, that once at ſupper being in- 
raged,and blaſphcming becauſe they had nor ſerued ina cold 
Peacocke which he commanded «o be kept whole ar dinner, 
though there were other hot on the table; a Cardinal that was 
reſent,delired hum nor to be {o mooued for ſo ſmall a trifle : 
Whar (quoth he) if it pleaſed God co be ſo angrief. r eating 
of an apple, as tothruft eAdam and Exe out o' paradiſe, 
ſhould noc | which am his Vicar be angric for a Peacocke, 
which is tar more worth than any apple? See how this wic- 
ked wretch prophaned the holy Scriprure, and like an Epi- 
cureand Atheiſt mocked God: but he dicd of the gour, atcer 
he had been long plagued with it, together with other diſca- 
ſes, leauing none other good name behinde him, ſaue the re- 
rt of amoſt wicked and abhominable man. 
Philip Strozzc,whom Pauls Touims reporteth to haue bin x,y, ,. j;þ. 36 h 
commonly bruited tobean Atheiſt,was an Exile of Florence, 
and afterwards priſoner there in the time of Cofirmus Medins 
the Prince of thar Commonwealth, (againſt whom this Ph2- 
lp had enterpriſedto make war)and being in priſon, he killed 
himſelte with the ſword of a Spaniard his keeper,which by o- 
ucrſight he had left behinde, ſetting the point againſt his 
throat, and falling downe vpon it: ſo may all Atheiſts periſh 
and come to naught. 
Francis Rabelats hauing ſuckt vp alſo this poiſon, vſed like 
a prophane viilaine, to make all Religion amatter to laugh 
and mocke at : bur God depriued him of his ſences , that as 
he had led a brurith life, ſo hemight'die a brutiſh death ; for 
hedied mocking all choſe that talked of God, or made any 
ment10n of mercie in his cares. 
How nuſcrable was the end of Periers the author of that 
deteſtable booke entiruled Symbolum mnnds , Wherein hee 
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openly mocked at God and his Religion, even hefel] finally 
into diſpaire, and notwithſtanding all char guarded him, ki). 
led himlelfe. 

[ad:llealfo a French tragical Poet, being an Epicure and 
an Atheiſt, made a very tragical and moſt picritull end , for 
he died in great muſerie and diftretle,euen pined to death,afer 
he had riorted our al! his ſubſtance, and conſumed his parri. 
monie. Ligneroles che Courtyer, ro make himlelte ſeeme 2 
man of ſeruice, inade open profeſſion of Athextme ; burhis 
end and deſtruction came from thence whence he looked. for 
credit and aduancement. 

To bringrhe matter toan end, I will here ſer downe ano- 
tableand ſtrange ching that chanced in the raigne ot Lewis 
the nunth (as Engaerran de Monftrelet in his ſecond volume 
of Hiſtories recordeth it) vpon the fifteenth day of. Iune in 
the yeare of our Lord God 1464, , there happened a flrange 
thing in the Palace at Paris : So1t was,that there was a matter 
inlaw tobe tried berwixt the Biſhop of Angiers and a nh 
Citiſen, whom the Biſhop charged to haue ſpoken beforemi- 
ny witnelles, that he belceucd not that there was either God 
or Diucll, Heauen or Hell, Now. whileſt the Biſhops Lawye 
layed to lus charge theſe things, the place began totremble 
verie much wherein they were, and a ſtone fell downe from 
the rooke ——_—_ themall, wichour hurting any ; yet eueric 
man was ſorcatraid, and departed out of the houſe vnrill the 
morrow ; when the matter was begun againe to be pleaded, 
which was no ſooner in hand, but the chamber began afrdh 
to ſhake, and one of the ſummers came torch of his monile 
hole, falling downewards two toot, and there ſtayed : ſo that 
all that were within the hall looking to haue been (laine ow- 
right, ran out ſo violently, that ſome left behinde them their 
caps, others their hoods , others their ſlippers: ſunmanly, 
glad was hethat could ger our firſt ; neither durſt they plead 
any more cauſes in that place vntill ir were mended. Thus 
much reporeth Enguerrar, wichour mention of any deciſion 
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Cock Tnderments; and Atheſſts; 
-f that matter. Now foraſmuch as nothing happeneth I 

oor itis moſt likely that God by that RE un We 
give Vs tO vnderſtand, both how monſtrous and dereſtible 

all ſuch ſpeechesare, as alſo how men ought to feare and ab- 

hor them, ſeeing that the dumbe and ſenceletle creatures, and 

wood, beames, planks, and ſtones, andthe carth it ſelfe ( by 

nature ſtedfaſt and fixed) areſo far from enduring them, thar 

they aremoued wichal]. 

There was a certaine blaſphemous wretch, that on a time Diſcipulus de 
being with his companions 1n a common Inne , carowling Tempore Ser. 
and making merric, asked them, if they thought a man was Pe FRAY 

{Tciled with a ſouleorno 2 Whereunto when ſome reply- 
cd, That the ſoules of men were immortal, and that ſome 
of them after releaſe from the bodieliued in heauen, others 
in hell ; (for ſo the Writings of the Prophets and Apoſtles 
inſtruted them) hee anſweredand ſwore, that hee thought it 
nothing ſo ; but rather that there was no ſoule in man to 
ſuruiue the bodie, but that heauen and hel] were meere fa- 
bles, and inuentions of Prieſts to ger gaine by ; and for him- 
ſelte, he was readie to ſell his ſoule roany that would buy it : 
then one of his companions tooke vp a cup of wine and ſaid, 

Sell me thy ſouletor this cup of wine: Which he receiuing, 
bad him take his ſoule ; and dranke vpthe wine. Now Sa« 
than himſelfe was there in a mans ſhape (as commonly hee is. 
peuer farre from ſuch mectings) and bought it againe of 
the other at the ſame price, and by and by bad him giue 
kim his ſoule.z the whole companie aftirming it was meet 
hee ſhould haue it , ſince hee had bought it, not percei- 
uing the Dinell: but preſently hee laying hold of this ſoule- 
ſeller, carried him into the aire betore them all, toward his 
owne habiation,*to the great attoniſhnienr and amaſement 
of the beholders ; and from that day to this hee was ne- 
ver heard of , but tryed ro his paine that men had ſoules, 
and chat hell was no fable , according to his godleile and 
prophane opinion. . 
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Pherecides (by birth a Syrian, a tragical Poet and a Phils: 
ſopher by profeſſion) boaſted impudently amonglt his ſchol. 


[crs, of his proſperirie, learning and wiſcdome ; ſaying, that 


alchough he offered no ſacrifices vato the gods, yer he led a 


more quiet and proſperous lite chan thoſe that were addiQed 
roRel1gion, and cheretore he patſed not for any ſuch vanitie, 
Burere long his impierie was juſtly reuenged ; for the Lord 
ftrucke him wichſach a ſtrange diſcalc, that our of his bodie 
itfued fuch a lym and filchie ſweat, and engendred ſuch a 
number of liceand wormes, that his bowels being conſumed 
by chem, he died moſt miſerably. 

Ar Hambourg not long ſince there liued an impious 
wrertch, thatdeſpiſed the preaching of the Goſpell, and the 
Miniſters thercof,accounting it asa vainething not worthie 
the belecuing of any man : neither did he thus himſelfe only, 
bur alſo ſeduced many others, bringing them toall Atheiſme 


and vngodlynetſe. Wherefore the Lord juſtly recompenced 
him forhis impierie : for he that before had no ſencenor fee- 


\. ling of God in hisconſcience,being rouched with the finger 
'> of the _— grew to the contrarie, cuen to too much 


Fb64tre hiftor. 


feeling and knowledge of God, that hee tell into extreame 
diſpaire, affirming now his finnesto be paſt forgiuenetle, be- 
canſehce had withdrawne others from the truth , as well a 
himſelte; whereas betore he thought himiſelte guiktie of no 
ſinne ; and that God wasſo juſt, that hee would not forgiue 
him , whereas befortthce thought there was no God (ſo 
mightie 15 che operation of the Lord when hee pleaſeth to 
touch the conſcience of man) finally, continuing in this de- 
ſperate caſe, he threw himſelte from the roofe of a houſe into 
a Well, and not finding water enough to drowne him, hee 
thruſt his head intothe bottome thereof, till he had made an 
end of his life, | 
Inthe yeare of our Lord 1502 there liued one Herman 
un Biewickeagrand Atheiſt,and a notable inſtrument of Sa- 


than, who athrmed, that the world ncuer had bene as 
py 00: 
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| Cod Tudgtments. #hd Atheiſts; 
fooliſh Hofer dreamed: and thar there was neither Angels, 7 49 


nor deuils, nor hell, nor fucure life, bur that the ſoules 0: men | 
periſhed with their bodies : beliges,thac Chriſt Tef! Us was no- 

thing elſe bur a ſeducer of the people ; and thar the faith of 
Chriſtians,and wharſocuer els is contained in holy writs, was 
mecrevanitie. Theſe articlesfull of impiecie and blaſphemie, 

he conſtancly auouched to the death ; and for the ſame cauſe 

was together with his bookes burnt in Holland, 

A certainerich man at Holberſtadium abounding with all Theatr.hiſtor. 
manner of carthly commodities, gaue himſelfe ſo mucho his 
pleaſure, that he becamie beſotred therewith : in ſuch ſort, thar 
hee made noreckoning of religion, nor any good ching,burt 
dared co ſay,thatif he might lead ſuch alite continually vpon 
earth,hee would not enuic heauen, nor defire any exchange. 
Notwithſtanding ere long (contrarieto his expettation) che 
Lord cut him off by death,and ſo his deſired pleaſure came to 
an end: but afterhis death there appeared ſuch diabolicall ap- 
paritions in his houſe, that no man daring to inhabit in it, ic 
became deſolate: for cucrie day there appeared the Image of 
this Epicure ſitting ata boord with a number of his gheſts, 
drinking,carouling,& making good cheare;and his table fur- 
niſhed with delicates,and attended on by many that miniſtred 
neceſlarics vnto them, belide with minſtrels,trumperters,ard 
ſuch like Inſum, whatſocuer he delighted in his lifetime, was 
thereco beſeene cucry day . The Lord permitting Sathan to 
bleare mens eyes with ſuch ſtrange ſhewes,to the end that 0+ 
thers might be terrified from ſuch Epicuriſme and impietie. 

Not inferior toany of the former in Atheiſme and 1mpie- 
ty,& equal toal in maner of puniſhment, was one of our own 
nation,of freſh and lace memorie,called Harlin,by profellion rariow. 
a {choller, brought vp from his youth in the Vniuerlitie of 
Cambridge, bur by praRiſe a Play-maker,and a Poet of {cur- 
r1]itie, who by giuing too large a {wing to hisowne wir, and 
ſuttering his luit to hauethe full reines, fell (not without juſt 
deſerr) to that outrage and extremiric, that hee denied God, 


and his ſonne Chriſt, and not onely in word blaſphemed the 
L ij Irt- 
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159 Trinitie,bu: alſo (as ic is credibly reported) wrote bookes 42 
oainſt ic,afficming ourSaniour to be but a deceiuer, and 44. 
ſesto be bura conurer and {educer of the people,andtheholy 

Bible to bee bur vaine and idleſtories , and all religion bur z 
deuice of policie. But ſee what a hooke the Lord pur inthe 
noſtrils of this barking dogge : ſo fell our, charaghe pux. 
poſed ro ſtab one whom he ought a grudge ynto, with hig 
dagper , the other party pPRn_ , ſo auoyded the ſtroke, 
that wichall cacching hold of his wreſt,hee ftabbed his owne 
dagger into his owne head,in ſuch ſort,that notwithſtand 
all rhe meanes of ſurgeriechat could bee wrought, hee ſhortly 
after died thereof : the manner of his death being ſo terrible 
(for hee euencurſed and blaſphemed to his laſt gaſpe, and to- 
gccher with his breath an oath flew out of his mouth } thatic 
was notonly a manifeſt ſigne of Gods judgement, bur alſoan 
horrible and fearefull terror toall that beheld himz, Bur here- 
in did the juſtice of God moſt notably appeare , in thathee 
compelled his owne hand which had written thoſe blaſphe- 
mies , to bee the inſtrument to puniſh him, and. that.n his, 
braine,which had deuiſed the ſame. 

Anotheralſoof our ownenation is not to bee ouerpalled, 
who for an Atheiftand an Epicure might compare with an 
of the former, and for the judgement of God vpon him dot 
giuc place tonone, It wasa gentleman. of Barkſhire , whoſe 
name [I forbeare to exprelle, a man of great polleſſions, This. 
7nan wasan open contemner of God.& all Religion, a profelt | 
Atheiſt, anda {corner of the Word of God and Sacraments; 
inſomuch, as I hauc heard reported of y 


Godt Tudgements, and Atheiſts. 
ding abroada hunting with another companion,as they werE 15x 
diſcourſing of many vaine matters, it pleaſed Almighty God 
of a ſuddaine to ſtrike him with ſuddaine death: tor falling 
ſuddenly tothecrupper of his horſe backeward, he was taken 
downe ſtarke dead, with his tongue hanging out of his mouth 
after a fearefull manner, and became a terrible example to all 
wicked Atheiſts, of Gods juſtice. 

Hither I might adde the examples of ochers , who hauing 
beene in high places of fauour in former times, are fallen like 
Lucifer from cheir heauen, char is, their worldly felicicie, and 
live like him in chaines of impriſouments. Theſe had wone 
{being in their brauery) to mockeart all religion,and to make 
chem(clues merry with ſcoffing at the holy Scripture, but the 
Lord hath brought them downe, and phucked the feathers of 
cheir pride,to teach them to know there1s a God, and tharre- 
ligion is no matter of policy, bur Gods owne ordinance, to 
bring men to blefſedneile ; and lerchem be affured, if they re- 
pent not,the Lord will yer further execute his vengeance vp- 
on them , and make them more manifeſt ſpeRacles of his 

quſtice. 

y Many more moderne and home-bred examples I could ; 
adde ; of ſome that were hanged , ſome that died deſperare, 

ſome that were depriucd of their ſences,hauing bin notorious 

Acheiſts and Epicures in their hues ; but I hope theſe already 

named are ſufficzent to proue, that the Lord of heauen obſer- 

ueth the waycs of men, and rewardeth cuery man according 

to his workes, eſpegally ſuch as ſtrive ro denie his lence, or 

bis ſonne Chrift, I would to God-( and I pray it from my 

heart) that all Atheiſts ichisrealwe,and inall the world be- 

lide, would by the remembranceand. conſideration of theſe 

examples euher forſake-their horrible 3mpiery, or. that they 
nught in like manner cotte to deſteuRtion ; and ſo that abo- = 
minable ſinne which ſo. flouriſherh amongſt men of greateft 

name, might either be quite 'cxturguiſhed and rooted out, or 

at leaſt ſmothered and kept vnder, chat it durſt noc ſhew it 

icad any more in the worldseye. SVs 293: pF. 

"9" kv... CHAR 


Touching tranſgreſfors The Theatre of 


152 
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Chap.40.13, 


CHAP. XXIIIIL. 


Toaching the tranſzreſſors of the ſecond cons. 
manaement, by Idolatrie. 


> SE hauchitherto ſcene how and in wha 
- ſort they,tharcither by malice, or im. 
2) pierie, Or Apoſtalie, or herelle, or 0. 
@'Y therwiſe haue tranſpretſed the firſt 
; | CG} commandement haue been puniſhed: 
ad N NX Let vs now conlider the judgements 
y PANS EG that hauebefallen Idolaters,the brez. 


4 
_— 


: = LE ers of the ſecond commaundemetr. 
But before wee proceed, we muft know, that as it is required 
of vs by the firſt commaundement, to hold God fcr our te 
and onely God, to repoſe all our whole truſt and confidence 
in him,and call vpon him,ſerueand worſhiphimalone;ſoin 
the ſecond thecontrarieto this isforbidden ; which is,to doe 
any manner of ſcruice, honour,and reuerence by-deuotion to 
Idols, foraſmuch as he is a Spirit (that is to ſay,of a ſpirimuall 
nature andetſence, which isinfimt and —— ſo 
loueth he a ſpirituall worſhip and ſerue,which is abſwerabſ: 
co his nature, and not by Imagesor pros and ſuchother 
outward and corruptible meanes , which heehath inflo wiſe 
commaunded; wherefore {ſaiah the Pprophet reprouing the 
folly and vanity of Idolatersſaith, To whew wil you lihen Gd, 
or what fmilitude wil you fet vp onto himtThetforeif 7 benot 
Gods will, that vnder prerence and colour of his ownenhe 
any image or picture ſhould beadored(being a thing not on- 
ly inconuenient, bur alſo abſurd and vnſeemely) much klle 
can hezbidetohaue them:worſhipped vider-the nameand ti- 
ele of any creature whatfoeder/And for this cauſe gane hteche 
ſecond commandement, Thow fhalt not make to thy ſelfe av 


reuen Image, Ce. which prohubition the Iſraelites brake 1 
"he deſart, when they ſetyp a goldencalfe, and bowed then- 
ſclues before itatter the manner ofthe Paynims,giuing it os 
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honor which wasonely due ro God : whereby they incurred _ 353 
che indignation of Almighrie God, who 1s ſtrong and jealous 
of ſuffering any ſuch Nlander ro be done vnto his name;wher- 
tore he cauſed three chouſand of them to be ftroken & woun- 
ded to death by the hand of the Leuites, ar the commaunde- 
ment of Moſer, to make hisanger againſt Idolarry more ma- p,_ 1 . .. 
nifet,by cauling them to beexecurzoners of his reuenge,who wy 
were ordained for the nuniftrieof his church,and the ſeruice 
of the Altar and tabernacle. Howbeirfor al this,the ſame peo- 
le not long atter, 'el] backe into the ſame finne,and bowed 
themſclues before ſtrange gods, and through the allurements 
of che daughters of Hoab, joyned themicues to Be{phegor : Num.2$+ 
for which cauſe che Lord being incenſed, ftrokerhem with ſo 
gricuous a Plague, thac chere died of them in one day about 
rwentic and fourerhouſand perſons. 
And albcic that after all chis, becing brought by him into 
the land of pronule, he had forbidden and threatned them,for 
cleauing tothe Idols of the nations whoſe land they polleſ- 
ſed, yet were they ſo wy ro [dolatrie,that notwithſtanding 
all chis, chey fell roſcrue Baal and Aftaroth : wherefore the 
fire of Gods wrath was enflamed againſt them, and he gaue 
them oucr to bea (poile and prey vnto their enemies on eurry 
(ide, fo. that for many yeares, ſometimes the Moabites oppreſ- 
ſed chem,octherwhiles the Madianites, and cuer after thedeath 
of any of their Iudges and Rulers which Godraifed vp for 
rheir deliuerance, ſoine gricuous puniſhment befell them : for 
then (being without law or gouernment) euery mandid that 
which ſcemed good in his owneaies,and ſoturned afidefrom 
the right way. | | 
Now albeit theſe examples may ſeeme to haue ſome affini- 
tic, with Apoſtalie,yer becauſe the ignorance and rudene(ſe of 
che people was rather the cauſe of their falling away from 
God, than any wilfull affetion that raigned in them,there- < 
fore we placethem in this ranke, as well asthey that hauc bm 
alwaies brought vp and nuzled in Jdolatrie. | | 
One of this crew was Ochoſias King of Iuda , ſonne of *+Chr0n-2z 
1. => on 
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[oram, who having before him an euill preſident of his wic: 
ked tacher, and a worſe inftruftion and bringing vp of hig 
mother Athaliah, who together with the houſe of 4ch,h 
pricked him forward to euill, joyned himſelte co them; and to 
their [dols, and for that cauſe was wrapped in the ſame 
niſhment and deſtrution with /orams the King of Iſrqe}, 
whom Jehuſlew together wich the Princes of Iuda,and nuny. 
of his neere kinſmen. 5 
And to be ſhort, Idolatrie hath been the decay and ruine 
of the kingdome of Iuda, as at all other times, ſo eſpecially 
vnder /oachas ſonne of ſofias , that raigned not aboue three 
monerhs in Jeruſalem, before he was caken and led capriuein: 
ro Egypt by the King thereof, and there died: from which 
time the whole land becametribucarieto the King of Agyye, 
Andnot long after, it was vtterly deftroyed by the forces 
of Nabuchadnezzar King of Babel,that came againſt Teruſ; 
lem,and tooke it, andcarricd King /oachim with his morker, 
his Princes, his ſeruants, and the treaſures of the Temple, and 
his owne houſe, into Babylon ; and finally tooke Zedechias 
that fied away, and before his cyes cauſed his ſons to be ſlain; 
which as ſoone as he had beheld, commanded them alſo to. 
be pulled out, and ſo binding him inchaines of yron, carried 
him priſoner co Babylon ; purting all the Princes of fudahito 
the {word, conſuming with fire the Temple, with the Kings 
Palace,and all the goodly buildings of Ieruſalem. And thus. 
the whole kingdome(though by an eſpecial prerogatiue,con- 
ſecrated and ordained of God himfelfe) ceaſed to be a Kinp- 
dome, and came to ſuchanend , that ic was neuer re-eftablr- 
ſhed by God: it is no maruell then if the like hapncd (o the 
kingdome of Iſrael, which was after a ſort begun and confir- 
me che filchy idolatry of 1, eroboams calues 3 which as his 
ſuccallors maintained and fauourcd more or letle,fo were they 


expoſed tomore or lelle plagues and incumbrances. 

+ Nadab,Teroboams (onne,being nuzlcd and nurtured vp in 
Idoll worſhip,after the cxample ot his father , recejued a con- 
digns puniſhment for his iniquity: for Baaſa the ſonne of 

NE EL Ont ng | eAhyah 


eAbyah ut both him and all the off-C| pring of Teroboams 
houſe totheſword,and raigned in his ſtead: whoalſobeing 
no whir better than thoſe whom he had laine, was puniſhed 
inthe perſon of E/z his ſonne, whom Zambr; alſo his ſeruant 
llew. And chis againe vſurping the Crowne, enjoyed ic but 
ſeuen dayes, at theend whereof (ſeeing himſelfe in danger in 
che citie of T'irza, taken by eAm7i,, whom the people had 
choſen for their king) went into the palace of the Lives houſe. 
and burned himſclte. 

Asfer «Achab,he multiplied Idolatrie in Iſrael,and com- 
mitted more wickednetle than all his predecellors, wherefore 
the wrach of God was ſtretched out againſt him and his ; for 
hchimlſelfe was wounded to deathin bartel by the Syrians, his 
ſonne orams(lain by /chn, and threeſcore and ten of his chil- 
dren put to death in Samaria by their gouernorsand chiefe o© 
the cicie, ſending their heads in baskers to /chx., 

Aboueall, a moſt notableand manifeſt example of Gods 
judgement was ſcene 1n thedeath of /ezab:/ his life, that had 
been his ſpurre and prouokerto all mifchicfe, when by her Eu- 
nuchs and moſt truftie ſervants, at the commandement of /e- 
ha, ſhe was throwne downeout of a window , and trampled 
vnder the horſe feet, and laſt ofall devoured of dogs. More- 
ouer, the greateſt number of the kings of Iſrael that ſuccee- 
ded him, were murthered one after another: ſo that the king- 
domefell co ſuch a iow decline, that ic became firſt tributarie 
tothe King of Afſyria, and afterward inuaded and ſubuerted. 
by him, anJ1the inhabicants tranſported into his land, whence 
they neuer returned, but remained ſcattered here and there 
like vagabonds, and all for their abhominable Idolatrie, 
Which oughtto be alellon teall people, Princes,and Kings, 
that ſeeing God ſpared not theſe two Realmes of Tuda and [(- 
racl, butdeftroyed and rooted them out from the earth,much 
lefle will heſpare any other kingdome and Monarchie which 
continue by their [ mages and idol-warſhip, to ſhirre Vp his 
indignation againſt them, 
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CHAP. AAV. 
Of many tuils that haue come vpon Chriſten- 
dome for Idolatrie. 


_ F we conſider and ſearch out the cauſe of 
Tc 38N || the mine of the Eaſt Empire, and of (9 
YO || many famous and flouriſhing Churches 

BY || as were before time inthe greateſt par: of 
3) || Europe, and namely in Greece, wee ſhall 
© || finde, that Idolatric hath beene the cauſe 
of all: for euen as it got footing andin. 
creaſe in their dominions, ſo equally did the power of Sars- 
cens and Turkiſh tyranny take root and foundation among 
chem, and proſpered ſo well, that the reſt of the World trem. 
bled at the report thereof ; God hauing raiſed and fortified 
them, as before time hee had done the Affyriansand Babylo- 
nians,aswhips and —_ to chaſten the people and Nati- 
ons of the Worldthat wickedly had abuſed his holy Goſpel, 
& bearing the name of Chriſtians, had become Idolaters : for 
no other namethan this can be giuen chem, that in deuotion 
doany manner of homage to Images & pi&ures, wharſoeuer 
may ſuperficially becalledgedto the contrarie. For beitthe 
Image either of Propher, Apoſtle,or Chriſt Icſus himſelf, yer 
it is nece{{arie that the law of God ſtand whole and ſound, 
which ſaith, Thou ſhalt make thy ſelfe no grauen Image,nir 
any likenes of things either inheanen aboxe,orin earth bexeath 
thou ſhalt not bow down to them,nor worſhip them,c+c, Where: 
fore hee performed the part of a good Bhop, that finding a 


P yaile ſpread inthe entranceofa church dore,wherin thej mage 


of Chriſt or of ſome otherSaint was pifured,rent it in pieces, 
with theſe words, That it was againſt the anthoyity of the ſa- 
cred Scripture: to haue any Image of Chriſt ſet wp in the 
Church, Afcer the ſame maner, Serexu biſhop of Maiſcilla, 
beat down & baniſhed allimages our of his churches,as occa* 
ſions of Idolatry:& roſhun them the more, it was ordained in 
the Elibercine counce],that nounage nor piture ſhould be ſer 
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vp 1n any Church : for which cauſe alſo the Emperour Leo 157 
chechird, by an open Edi&t commanded his ſubieRts to caſt Paul. Diacon. 
ou of their templesall pi&tures and ſtatues of Saints, Angels, (19. 6+ (4Þ+ 4p 
and whatſoeuer, to the intent thar all occaſions of Idolatric 

might be raken away : yea and he burned ſomne, and puniſhed 

divers otherwiſe , that in thisregard werenot pliant, bur diſ- 

obedient to his commandement, After which time, when 

Images were recalled into Greece and into Conſtantinople 

(the chiete citieandlear of the Eaſt Empire) it came to palle 

by a great and dreadfull (yerjuſt) judginent of God,that this 

famous and renowmed citie, 1n the worlds'eye impregnable, 

aftcr long (iege,and great and turiousalJaults,was a lengrh ta- 

ken by the Turks,who hauing woon the breach, and entered 
with turie, droue the poore Emperor Pa/co/ogre (cuen til then 
fighting forthe cities defence) to thatextremirie, that in rety- 
ring among the preaſe of his owne ſouldiers,he was thron ged 
andtrampled to death ; and his ſlaine bodie being found, was 
beheaded,and Js head contemptuouſly carried about the Ci- 
tie vpon alaunce Now after the maſlacre of many thouſand 
men, to make vpa compleat and abſolute crueltic, they drew 
the Empreile with her daughters and many other ladies and 
gentlewomen to a banquet, where after many vile and horri- 
ble wrongs and diſgraces, they killed and tore them in pieces 
in moſt monſtrous maner.In all which, the execution of Gods 
moſt j1ft wrath for Idolatrie did moſt liuely appeare : which 
{in, accompanied with many other execrable and vile vices, 
muſt necds draw afrer it a grieuous and terrible puniſhment, 

to ſerue for example to others that were to come ; neither was 

it a thing by chance, or hap-hazzard, that the Chriſtians 

were made a mocking ſtocke to them in that wofull day, 

when intheir bloudie triumphs they cauſed a Crucifix to be 

carried through the ſtreets in contempt, and throwing durt 

vpon 1t, cried in their Language, Thi # the gallant god of 

Chriſtians, Andthus did God licence and permit theſe ſa- 
uage Turkesto commit cucric day gricuous outrages, and to 
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LaFant. Uib.n. 
Inſtitut.ca-I5, 


make great waſts and deſolations in all Chriſtendome , il} 
tharchey grew ſo mightie, that it 15 to be. feared leſt the ſay. 
ing of Lactantirs touching the returne of the Empire into A- 
ſia, be not verified and accompliſhed very ſhortly, if there be 


- no amendment practiſed : for we ſee by wotull experience, 


Cent. 4. cap 3* 


£ente 3444: I4, 


that almoſt all the forces which Chriſtian Princes hauemu- 
ſtered from all quarters, in prerence to reſiſt their furie and 
rape, hauenot onely been buorletle and vyuproticable, but alſo 
that which is worſe, giuen them further occalion by their 
bloudie victories, and wondertull (laughter of io many millj. 
ons of men, to make chem more obſtinate in their deteſtable 
Mahomeriſme and Turkiſh Religion than they were befoge; 
for rhey make their boaſts thereof, and reare vp trophies of 
cheir cruelcics, raking no more pitrie of the vanquiſhed, than 
a Butcher doth of a Sheepe allotted to the ſlaughter. Where- 
of we hauea pittifull example inthe ouerthrow of the French 
Armie which hz the ſonne of Philip Duke of Bourgondie 
Icd againſt the Turke Paxaite, andby the trecheric and cow- 
ardiſe of the Hungarians, who in the time of bactell turned 
their backes and fled , was ouercome : 1n that this wicked 
and cruel! Typgre expretlely charged, Thar all the priſoners 
(1n number many ) ſhould be nwurthered one after another ; 
which was readily executed betore his eyes ; ſo that ſaying 
the chiefe Capraines and certaine few 1ords of the company, 
that were ſpared in reſpe& of great ranſomes, there eſcaped 
not one alue, 

Beſides theſe generall calamities, the Lord hath partia- 
larly ſhewne forth his indignation agamſt priuat perſons 
ks laces for Idolatrie: as m Spolerium at one rizze thae 
periſhed by an carthquake three hundred and fiftie , whileſt 
they were offering ſacrifice vnto their Idols. At Rome, vi» 
der che Empire of Alexander Sexcrus, after that the left hand 
of the Image of /xpirer was mir2culouſly melted , the Prieſts 

oing about to pacific the anger of their gods with Le&tr 
bow and ſacrifices, foure of them together with the ”_ 
an! 


uen to inflame that notorious Temple of idolatrie, of Apollo, 


or rather the Diuell of Delphos, in the time of /x/iar the Thegdor. lib. 3. 


Gods Indoements. for Idolatrie, 


1nd Idoll were ſtricken in pieces with a thunderbolt , and 
ſuddenly ſuch a horrible darkenelle oucrſpread all the Citie, 
char moſt of the Inhabitants ran our into the fields all ama- 
ſcd, Moreouer, did not the Lord ſend lightening from hea- 


wicked Apoſtate, whullt he was eXerci{Ing tortures VPON one cp. 9. & 10. 


Theoderi a Chriſtian, and did it not conſume the image of 
Apolloto aſhes ? The famous and rich Temple of Ixpzer ar 
Apamea, how _— didit come to ruine and deftruction? 


For when the Preli 


ent and Tunes (who had in charge tO Nicephorus 


deſtroy it) thought ita thing almoſt ynpoſlible, by reaſon of /ib-12. 54-27. 


che Rrengrth of the walls, and macter of 1t 3 Aarceltrs the 
Bithop vndertooke the labour,and found our a manthat pro- 
miſed to fhake and root vp the toundation of it by fire ; but 


when he had pur x in practile, a blacke diuell appeared and: 


hindered the natural operation of the fire : which when 
IMarcellus percened,he by carneit and zealous prayer droue 
away the Diuell, andſothe firc rekindled and conſumed it to 
nothing. In all which examples we may ſee the wonderfull 
indignation of God «gainſt Idol|-worſhippers , when by 
{uch ſtrange and ex:raordinaricmeanes hee TR them to 
deſtrution. And this doubrteile is no new courſe, for cuen 
lince rhe beginning of the world (if we conſult Hiſtories)we 
ſhall 6nde, that welwgh all che kingdonees, places, perſons, 
and countries that haue been any wiſe inte&ed with this (11, 
hauc ſtil come to ſome ruine or other,and to ſome great ouer- 


throw, and theic Idolatry ſuppreſſed by ſome notable and” 


ſtrange accident. Whereof S, Hierome may bea witnelle,who 
atftirmech, That when Ieſus being a childe was carried into 
{Egypt tor feare of Hered, all the 1dols of Egyprfel downe, 


and all their Oracles became mute ; which the Prophet /aias 1fay 19: 13 


foreſccing, ſaith, Behold, the Lord rideth wpon a ſwift cloud, 
and [hall come mto «/E gy pt, andthe 1dols of «/Egypt ſhall melt 
in the miaddcſt of her, Belides, the general lilence of the Di- 
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uell inall his Oracles chroughout the world preſently VBol 
Chriſts incarnation, is athing knowne and confelled of ajl 
men, Notwithſtanding all which, the holy Pope will Rill 
maintaine his Idolatrie, albeit the Lord hath made knowne 
manifeſt rokens of his indignation againſt it, As appeareth 
by chat which happened in che yeare 1451, being the Popes 
Jubile, when ſucha concourſe of people was made from all 
quarters of the world to honour that ſuperſtitious day ; for 
the people being vpon eAarians bridge, were (o thruſt toge. 
ther, thar two hundred men and three horſes loſt theirli 

being trampled vpon and cd todeath : many fell into the 
water ouer the bridge, and ſo periſhed ;of whom an hundred 
and thirty were burica at Saint Ce/ſ##.Andtheſecare the fruits 
of their Indulgencies, which are ſo much brought and ſoughe 
for,and of their Iubilies, proceeding from the Biſhop of Rome 
hisimpious and I zcale. New toeſchew theſe and 
ſuch like misfortunes, the true and only means 1s, at} vnfeig. 
ned diuerſion from all Idolatrie and ſuperftition,and whatſo. 
euer elſe contrarierh the pure ſeruice of God,and a converſion 
vnto him, to ſerue hun in ſpirit and truth , as the Scripmure 


exhorteth, 


CH AP. XXVI, 


Of thoſe that at any time corrupted and mingled Gods 
Religion with humane inuentions, or went about i 


change or diſquiet the diſcipline of the Church. 


FS; Ow ſccing that God hath ſet downe a certaine 
INNEBAH forme of doctrine and inftruRion, according 
ol J WH to which he would hae vs to ſcrue him , and 

a<f N] eſtabliſhed a Kinde of diſcipline and policie t2 
and maintained of cueric man inuiolably, it be- 


hooucth 


Coal Indetmentr, Ofmingling matis inuention,&c, 
hoouerh therefore euery Chriſtian ro conforme himſelfe vnto 1671 
chis order ; and not to be guided by cuery fickle ipagination 
of his ownebraine, or cuery raſh preſumption that ariſech in 
himſelfe, bur onely by the dire rule of Gods Word, which 
onely-we ought to follow. By meanes of negle&ing which 
ducie, many vaincand pernitious ceremoniesanditrange (u- 
perſticions haue bcen brought in and (wayed mightily : by 
reaſon whereof great controuerſies and diſputationsaretaken 
vpat this day. lbeit indeed it be a thing manifeſt, that be. 
ing not grounded and propped vpontheanchor ofthe Scrip- 
eures,chey ought to be aboliſhed, whac brave outward ſhew1n 
appearance ſocuer they beare. 
And chat they that ſet abroach ſuch things are not blame-_ 
leſſe and excuſable beforc God, it appeareth by the puniſh- Levit. 26, 
menc of Nadab and eAb:h, who being ordained Prieſts of Num. z4- 
God, to ſacrifice and offer onely choſe things which were 
commanded in the law, yet were ſo ewll aduiſedas to offer 
ſtrange incenſe & pertunevpon the Altar,recciued at the ve- 
ric infune of the ta&t cond!gnepuniſhment for their preſump- ' 
tion:tor ſuddenly this cheir ſtrange fire mnuadedthem fo fierce- | A 
ly and ſo piercing]y, that chey were ſoone burned and conſu. 
med therewith: and ſo they were nor ſpared, albeit they were 
Aarons ſons,cuen his ficit born, and Moſes nephewes;thar by 
them all other might teare-and rake warning how to enterpriſe 
any thing in Gods ſeruice comrary to his exprefſe ordinance. - 
This moderation alſo ought ro beobſerued m the Church 
diſcipline,to wir,that eucry man containe himſelfe within the 
precints of his vocation, and that none intrude themſelues 
into any charge without being called of God therunto:wher- 
of Corah greatly faulred, when beg nor conrent wich the yn. 16. 
dignitie of a Leuires office which God had beftowed vpon 
huv, he anibitiouſly aſpued to the Prieſts office, and beſides 
this ſtirred vpand drew to hus faftion Darhan and eAbiram, 
and many others, to the number of two hundred and fiftie 
perſons, againſt Moſes and Aaron : bur he drew withall the 
vengeance of God downe vpon himſclfe and all that _ 
| __ M aaa os 
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his part in moſt horrible and fearcfull manner: for ſome of 
them, to wit, the two hundred and fitic, who notwithſtan- 
ding Moſes reproote, were {o hardie and preſumpruous ag 
ro preſent themſclues the next morrowatter thetumult,open- 
ly before the Tabernacle, to offer incenſe, as if they had been 
true Prieſts, were for their flame of ambicion and pride,ſert on 
fire and conſumed with the flame of Gods wrath : others, to 
wit Dathan and eAbiram, for their audacious enterpriſe 4- 
gainſt God,mche perſon of his ſeruants Hoſes and eAaroy, 

and their high mindednetle and rebellion, in not comming 

out of their tents at the commandment of oſes,were thrown 
downeinto the loweſt pit, the earth opening her mouth and 

ſwallowing them vp ale withtheir tents and families,and all 

that belonged vnto them , to the fearefull amaſement of the 

whole people that were beholders of this ſpeCtacle, 

Oxziah king of Iuda carried himſelf along while vprightly 
and modeſtly 1n the ſeruice ot God : but afrer God had given 
him many great viRories ouer his enemies the Philiſtims, the 
Arabians, the Amorites, and that his renowne and feare was 
ſpread not only to his neighbors, butalſo to ſtrange nations, 
by and by his heart was-puſt vp with pride and ſelfe conceit, 
that he dared cocnter the Temple of God, and burne incenſe 
ypon the Altar, which belonged only to the Pricſts office to 
do : and not obeying the ſtrong reſiſtance and countermand 
of the good prieſts = had charge ofthe temple,he was ſtro- 
ken with a leprolic,and haſtily carried out & ſequeſired from 
the ſociety of men all his life tinie. And ſo this proud king that 
fooliſhly rooke vpon him more than was lawtull and conuc- 
nient,was forced torecoile,and to beſtill, being humbled wi- 
der ſo grieuous a ſcourge as neuer forſooke him til his death, 


When the Ark of the Coucnant was in bringing from 4- 
binadabs houſe in Kyriachjarim,ina cart guided by Y/zz4and 
Abio, Abinadaks ſonnes, it tell out by the way, that ic being 
ſhaken by the oxen, (vnfit ſcruitors for ſuch a worke) Vz# 
putforthais hand to hold it ; but therein he went beyond his 
Edd ek has 4 

cath, 
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death, for his inconſiderate rafhineſle: for albeic he was botha 167 
Leuit, and chought no enill in hisheart, yetin noreſpett was 
helicencedto rouch the Arke, being a thing lawfuli for the 
Prieſts only. Lettherforc cuery one beaduiſed by theſe exam- 
ples, to follow thatrulc in ſcruing God, that is by him deſig- 
ned, in all ſimplicitic, modeſtie, and obedience, wichouralte- 


ring or declining, or vndertaking any ching abouc or belide 
cheir calling. 


CHAP. XXVII, 


Of Perjurers. 


Thou ſhalt net take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vaine ) 1s firſt and 
Ray cſpecially broken by Perjurie, whan 
7” Godisſolightly eſtcemed,nay ſo de- 
= = $3 [piſcd, that withoutany regard hadto 
| @XV2 SEN /] his Name, that is to ſay,to his great< 
LEA nclc, majeſty, power, diuine vertue, 
and feareful juſtice, (for theſe be his names) men by fraud and 
malice abuſctheir oathes,cither jn denying that which is true, 
or affirming that which is vntrue, or negleQing their promi- 
ſes made and vowed to others: for this 15 neither to haue re- 
ſpe&t vnto his preſence who is cuery where, nor reuerence to 
his majeſtic, who is God of heauen and earth, but. rather to 
make him beare witnefſeto our lye and falſhood ; as if he ap- 
proued it, or had no power ro reuerge the injuric and diſho- 
nor done vnto him. And therefore againſt ſuch, in threaten- 
ing words he denounceth this judgment, that Ze will not hold 
him guiltleſſe that raketh his name in vaine. Howbeit verie 
many ouer-boldly giuc themſclues ouer to this finne, making 
little or no conſcience to couſen one anorher euen by for- 
{ wearings ; whereby they giue molt clecre cuidence againit 
M 1j ; theme 


EE; He third Commandement (which is, 


I 64 


Diod.l6,2-642: 


Of Perjurers. The Theatre of 


chemſclues, that they haue very little feare of God before their 
eyes, and are not guided by any other rule ſaue of their owne 
affeions, by which they ſquare out and build their oathes, 
and pull chem downe _ at cheir pleaſures , forletit beea 
matter of vantage,and then they will keep them, but ſtraight 
way if a contrary perſwalton comein their braine , they will 
cancell chem by and by : wherein they deale farre worſe and 
more jniuriouſly with God, than with their knowne enemies ; 
for hee that contrary to his ſworne faith decceiuerh his cnemie, 
declareththatcherein hee fearech him , but feareth not God z 
and careth for him, but contemneth God, It was therefore 
not without good reaſon thac all antiquity cuer marked them 
with the coar of infamie that forſwore themſelues. And there. 
upon it 15 that Homer ſo often taunterh the Troians by reaſon 
of rhcir {o vſuall perjuries. The A had them in d& 
teſtation as po_ perſons, and reputcd it ſo capirall a 
crime, that whoſocuer was conuinced thereof was punithed 
by death. The ancient Romanes reuerenced nothing more 
than faith in publike affanes, for which cauſe they had in 
cheir citie a temple dedicated to it : wherein for a more trait 
bond they vſed {oleninly ro promiſe & ſweare to all thecon» 
ditions of peace, truces, and bargaines, which they made,and 
to curſe thoſe which went about faſt ro breake them: for 

eater ſolemnity and confirmation hereof, they were accu- 
Rod at thoſe times co offer ſacrifices rothe image of Faith 
for morereuerence{ake. Henceit was that eFrtilins Regulm, 
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Hoiſed thereunto : but becauſe they had ſwore tothe ene- 
mic,ifthe Romans did not accord to thoſe conditions which 
were offered, to come apaine: they preferred the bond and 
reuerence of theit promiſed faith,though accomparued with 
perpetual! captiuitie, beforetheir priuat commodities, and 
Vnke of affeftion. Bur two of thoſe ten(for ſomaniec 
were they ) fallificd cheir oath,8& whatſocuer miſt they might 

caſt to darken and diſguiſe their perjurie with, yer were * 

condemned of all men for cowards, and faint-hearted tray- 

cours; inſomuch that the Cenſors alſo noted them with infa- 

mie for the fat;wherear they tooke ſuch griefe and inward 
ſorrow, that being wearie of their liues, they (lew themſclues. 
Now what canthey pretend thar profelle themſclues Chriſti- 
ansand Catholickes, to excuſe their perjuries, ſeeing that the 


yeric Heathen crie out ſo loud and cleare, That an oath end Cir.ofic-lib.n 


faith is ſo ſacredly to be kept towards our enemies ? This is 
one of the greateſt vertues and commendations which the 
Pſalmiſt accributeth tothe faithfull man, and him that fearerh 
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God, and whom God auoucheth for his owne, ot to falfifie Pal.1 5. 
his oath that hee ſweared,thongh it be to hus dammage . The loſh. 9. 


Gibconitesalchough they were ſo execrable a people, that for 
their great and horrible wickednelſes and abhominations 
they might bee well eſteemed for Heretikes, yer the princes 
of Iſrac] , after they had ſworne and gmen their faith vn- 
to them,would in no wiſcretradt or goe againſt cheir oath, al- 
beit therein they were abuſed and deceived by them, for feare 
of incurring the wrath % pr ſuftcreth nor a perjurer to 
o vnpuniſhed. Vpon what ground or example of holy ſcri 
_ "as may Lay docrine of the Dn of vs A 
be founded, the purport whereof is, That a man oughe not to 
keepe his faich with Heretikes ? I omit to ſpeake how theſe 
good Fathers (by Heretikes) meant thoſe men who fearing 
God, relied themſelues ypon his word,and reieted the foo- 
Lſh and ſuperſtitious inuentions of men. And vnder what co- 
lour can the Popes vſurpe this authotitie,to quit & diſcharge 
M is;  ſubiets 
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ſubje&s of cheir oath wherewith they are bound to their lupe: 
riors ? yer this was the impious audacitieof Pope Zacharia 

Pope Boniface the $,and Ar i Beneditt dela Lune,who freed 
the Frenchmen from their ductie and obedience which' they 
ought vnto their kings. Inlike maner diſgorged Gregory the 
7 his chojzr and ſpight againſt the Emperor Heyrie, by. ors 
bidding his ſubjetts to be his ſubjets, andto yeeld t ion 
dience vnto him which ſubje&s were bound co do. ' * 

Howbcitit an oach be made either againit Godgor tothe 
damage and hure of our 29s aged (ir being for that cauſe yn. 
lawfull) it bchooueth vsto know that we ought to reuoke ir, 
leſt we fall into the ſin of Sax/ and Herod.Now what puniſh. 
ments God hath laied vpon perjurers, theſe examples that fol 
low ſhall make knowne vnto vs. Oſee the laſt king of Iſraet 
being made (by Gods juſt judgement for his ſins)ſubje& and 
eribucarie to Sa/manazar king of Afhur ; without regard to 
the bond wherewith he was bound, and to his faith which he 
had plighted, conſpired and entered Icague with the king of 
EXgypr,againſt him : but hee,diſcouering their ſeditious and 
priuic conſpiracies,alſembled his forces,ſpoyled his countrey, 
and bad them warre on all ſides;laying ſiegeto the chiefecine 
of his kingdome, after three yeres a 1, together withthe 
forſworne king, whom he put in cloſe priſon, and kept veric 
ſtraitly, leading him and Jus whole nation captiue into Ally- 
ria,to end rheirdaies in nuſerie: of whicheuill,as of all others 
that happened 1n that war,the diſloyaltic and treaſon of Oſee 
was the next and chiefeſt cauſe, 

Among the bedrol of fins which Zedechias thelaſt kingof 
Iuda is noted withall in holy Scripture, perjurie is one of 
the coune, for notwithſtanding hee receiued his kingdome of 
Nabuchadnezzar, and had ſworne fealtie to him,as to his ſ0- 
ueraigne,yer brake he his oath in rebelling againſt him;which 
was the verie cauſe of his deſtruion : for Nabuchadnezxar 
co be reuenged on his diſloyalcie,ſent a pullanc armie againſt 
lenflem which tooke, ſpoyled, and buene irand onenoon 
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the perjurer in his fight, and firft made him a beholderoF the 167 
Naughter of his owne children,and then had his owneeies bo- 
red out, and was carried in chaines to Babylon, ſeruing for a 


Aacleto all poſtcritie, of Cods wondrous jud 


ſ] Femencs 
onperinran el thus both the kingdomes of [ſrael and I 4 
were for breach and fallifying their oath quite extinguiſhed 


andraſed our. 
| Thegreateſt deceiuer and moft treacherous perſon, one of p tyrarch. 


them,thateuer Greece ſaw,was Liſanderthe Lacedemonian,a 
bufie-bodic, full of cunning, ſubriltie,and craft,and one thar 
performed the moſt of his aCtsof war,more by fraudand ſtra- 
cagems,than by any ocher meanes : this washe char ſaid, That 
whenthe Lions skin (meaning Fortitude) would not ferue, ic 
wasnecdfull then to ſow vntoit the Foxes caſe (meaning ſub- 
tilcy)he made ſo licrlereckoning of forſwearing himſclte,thar 
hee would often ſay, That children were co be couſened with 
trifles,as dice and cockles,and old men with oathes:buc by his 
deceitfull tricks he was occaſion of much cuil,and divers mur- 
ders ; bur ar laſt this fox making war againſt the Thebans,for 
that they had taken part with the Achenians againſt him, and 
giuen them ſuccour and meanes for recovering their libertic, 
was taken in the trap,and ſlaine at the foot of their walls. 
Meting Suff:tins, Generall of the Albanes, procured the r;,;- =: 
Finates ro enter war againſt the Romanes,contrarieto his 
oath which he: had {worn vnco them;and being called by the 
Romanes to their ſuccour, & placed in an out wing to help if 
need were; whileſtthe reſt: were fighting hee droueaway the 
time in ordering his men, arid ranging them intoſquadrons, 
ro ſee which part ſhould hauc the beſt, that hee might joyne 
himſelfevnro that ſide, But 7#// the Romane king hauin 
obtainedthe viRorie, and ſceingehe cowardiſe, ſubtiltie, =, 
creaſon of this Albane, adjudged him t0'a-moft e-and 
vile death, anſwerable ro his fats for asheehad' in his bodie 
2 double heart {\wimming berweene two' ſtreames, and now 
readic to go this way,now that,ſo was his bodiediſmembred 
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and torne in pieces by foure horſes, drawing foure contrarie 
wayes: to ſcrue for an example toall others ro be more faith. 
fultand true obſeruers of their oathes than he was. 

In old time the Africans and Carthaginians were gener]. 
ly noted for perfidic and falſhood abouc other nations ; the | 
cauſe of which bruit was principally thar old ſubtill ſou{dier 
Annibal,an old deceiuer,anda notorious perjurer,who by his 
crafts and coulcnages which he wrought withour religion or 
feare of God, raiſed vp that euill repore. This ſubtile tox ha. 
uing made warre in lralie {ixteene yeares, and all char while 
croubled and vexed the Romanes ſore; afrer many victories, 
waſtings of countries,ruincs,and ſackings of cities,and cruell 
bloudſhed, was at length ouercome byScpio1n his own coun. 
trey ; and percciuing that his countriemen imputed the cauſe 
of their fall vnto him, and ſought ro make him odious to the 
Romanes, by laying to his charge the breach of char league 
which, was betwixt them, he fled ro Antioch kingof Syia, 
not ſo much for his owne ſafeties ſake, as to continuehis war 
againſt the Romans, which he knew Antioch to be in ham- 
mering, becauſe they came ſo neere vnto his frontiers: but 
he found his hope frultrate ; for king Antiochus,tor the [mall 
cruſt he affied in him,and the daily fuſpition of his treacherie, 
would not commit any charge of his armic into his hand, al- 
though for valiancnelle and prowelle hee wasſecondto ngyge- 
inthar age. Ir came to palle therefore, that as ſoone as Antit- 
chua was ouerthrowne of the Romanes, hee was conftrained 
co: flie co. Prefies king of Bythinia, that, copke him into fus 
proteion; bur being as treacherous as himſelte,helooge de- 
uiſed a meanes to betray him to Qui-ntizs,cthe Generall of the 
Romane armie: which when' Anniba! vnderſtood,and ſees 
ing thatall che pallages for cualion were cloſed. vp,and that 
hee could not any:wayeſcape,her poyſoned himlelfe and: ſo. 
miſerably ended his erecheraus life, Apd thus che deceirwhic 
he praiſed towards others, fell at length vpon his own pate, 


tolus yrrerdeſtruttion.. | 
TT Albet 


Albeit that perjurers and forſwearers were to the ZEgypti- 
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ans verie odious and abhominable (as we ſaid before) yer a- 1#ſtine. 


mong them there was one Prolome, whoto bercaue his ſiſter 
Arſinoe of her kingdome, ſtained himfelfe with this villanous- 
ſpot, andchereby brought his purpoſe to palle ; for preren= 

bo and proceſting great aftc&ion and louevntoher in the 

way of marriage ('or fuch inceſtuous marriages were there 

chrougha peruerle and damnable cultome not vnlawfull)and 

auowing theſame by tolemne oath before her emballadours, 

did notwichitanding ſoone make knoywne the drift of his in- 

cenc, which was to make himielfe King: for beingarriued in 

ſhew to conſummate the marriage,at his firſt approch he cau- 
ſed his nephewes (her ſonnes which ſhee had by her former 

husband Lifmachu, 2nd were comefoorth rom their mo- 
ther to giue him entertainment on the way) tobe ſlain;yea,& 

leſt they ſhould cicape his hands, hee purſued them euen to 

their mothers bolome, and there murthered them, and after 

(expelling her alſo from her kingdome) caught checrown & 

reigned Tyranin her roome: all which miſchiefes hee com- 

mitted by reaſon of the faithletJe oath which he had taken : 

and alchough that 1n ſuch a caſe no oath eught ro be of force 
co confirme ſo vnlawtull an alliance. (thoughit be pronoun- 
cd andtaken by thename and in the temple of their Idols) 
yet notwithſtanding it beeing done with an cuill conſcience, 
and to an cuil purpoſe, he that did it can benolelle than a per- 

jyrer.Bar for thisand other vices it came to patle, that ere long. 
he was conquered by the Gaules, who taking him in bartel,. 
ſlew him and cut off his head, andhauing fattenedic vpon a 


lance,carried it in ſigneof viQtory and triumph vp and down: 
the hoaſt, 


- © - 
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170 ownc hurt, and their good) to concludea peace with him; 
whercin it was agreed, that certaine prouinces ſhould bere. 
ſtored tothe Hungarians, which otherwiſe could not 
bcene recouered bur by great loſle of men. This league bez 
made, and the articles thereof engroſled in both lan 
with a ſolemneoath taken on both parties for the continne 
on of the ſame ; behold the Cardinall of Florence, Admiral! 
of che nauie which lay vpon the ſea Helleſpont (now called 

Iris ſocalled S, Georges arme, which diuideth Turkic "26 Greece) ſen. 

by the Freach qerh lecrers to the King of Hungarie to perſuade him to dif. 
men, but more | ' 

' commonly,the ®09all and repcale this new concorded peace : This prafiiſe 

Qrairsof Ca- likewiſe did Cardinall /ulian, the Popes Legate in Hungarie, 

fille, with mighrand maine helpforward: which two good pillars 

of the Church, inſpired with one and theſame ſpirir,wrought 

coperher ſo cffeAually with the king, thar at their inſtance he 

fallified his oath, broke the peace, and ſentto Conſtantinople 

todenounce warreafreſh ; and forthwith whileſt their Embaſ- 

ſadors wereretiring their gariſons out of Miſia,to bring them 

into their hands againe,and had ſent fortie thouſand crowne 

for theranſome ot certaine great men which werepriſonen, 

and hadreftored the Realme of Raſcia and all their captiues; 

according to the tenor of the late Jeague, not knowing ofthis 

new breach;inthe meane while (I ſay) hee ſer forward his ar- 

mie towards the Turks in all expedition. Now the Turksſe- 

cure and miſdoubting nothing, were ſet vpon vnawares by 

the king,yet putting themſclues 1n defence,there grew along, 

and ſharpe batcell, till Am2»rathes perceiuing his lideto d6 

cline, and almoſt oucrcome, pulled out of his boſome thearte 

cles of the aforeſaid peace, and lifting vphis eyes to heaven, 

: vttered theſe ſpeeches: Q Ieſus Chriſt, theſe are the leagues 

that thy Chriſtians haue made and confirmed by \ nes. 

chy name, and yet haue broken them againe : if thou beeſt 3; 

God as they ſay chou art,reuenge this injurie which is offered 


borh thee and mee, and puniſh thoſe truce-breaking varks, 


He had ſcarce ended theſe (| peeches, bur the Chriftians barrel] 
and courage beganto rebate, Viadilam himſclic was Oe 


the Tanizaries, his horſe being firſt hure ; his whole armie was 
diſcomfited, and all his people put to the ſword, {auing a few 
that fled ; amongſt whom was the right reuerend Emballader 


of the Pope, who as ſoone as he had thruſt in others ouer the 
cares, withdrew himſclte(forſooth)farre enough from blowes 


or danger. Then followeda horrible burcherie of people, and. 


alamentable noyſe of poore ſoules readieto bee(laughtered, 
for they ſpared none, bur haled chem miſerably in pieces, and 


executed a juſt and rigorous judgement of God for that vile 


crecheric and perjurie which was committed, 


CHAP. XXVIII. 
More examples of the like ſubie?, 


JVe let vs adde a few more examples of 
freſher memorie astouching this yngod- 
lie perjurie: And firſt, not to ouerpalle 
King Phil1p of Macedonie, who neuer 
made reckoning o fkeeping his oathes, 
= Df burſwore and vnſwore them at his plea- 

— ſure, and forhis commoditie: doubtlefle 
it was oneof the chiefeſt cauſes why hee and his whole proge- 


niecame quickly to deſtru&tion (as teſtifierh Pauſarias ) for 1% Arcadicie. 


he himſelte being 46 yeares old, wasfſlaineby oneofhis owne 
ſeruants; after which O/mpiu his wife made away two of his 
ſonnes, Anidens,and another which he had by (Teopatra At- 
tals his neece, whome ſhee ſod to death in a cauldron ; his 
daughter Thefſalonicaes children likewiſe all periſhed: and. 
laſtly, Alexander after all his greatyiQories, 1n the middeſt 
of his pompe, was poyſoned at Babylon, 


 Gregorie Tours maketh mention of 2 wicked varlet in Be conſeſſoric 
France among the peoplecalled Auani,thar forſ' wing, him» 9% 


, thar 


{elte 1n an vnjuſt cauſe, had histongue ſo preſently tye 


he could not ſpeake butroare,and {o continued, ill by his car- 


neſt prayers and repentance the Lord reſtored tohum the vie 
of that varuly member, | 


SE EOF There 
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L44.ltb.3. 


There were in old time certaine people of Italle called 
e/£qui,whereof the memorie remaineth onely at this day, for 
chey were veterly deftroied by Q. C incinnatu . Theſe hauing 
ſolemnly made a league of friendihip with the Romanes,and 
ſworne vnto it with one conſent, afterward choſe Gracchu 
Clailiu4 for their captaine,and vnder his condutt ſpoyled the 
fGelds and territories of the Romans contrarie to their former 
leagueand oath. Whereupon the Romans ſent ©. Fabins,P, 
Uoluminus,and A Pofthumins emballadors tothemyto com. 
plain ofthcir wrongs,and demand farisfa&tion:bur their cap- 
caine ſo little eſteemed them, that hee bad them deliuer their 
metlage to an oake ſtanding there by,whilcſt he atrended o 
cher buſinefſe. Then one of the three turning himſelfe to. 
wards the oake,ſpake on this maner:Thox hallowed oake,and 
whatſoener elſe belongeth to the gads in this place, heare and 
beare witnes of this diſloyall part, & fanor our inſt cn__ 
that with the aſſiſtance of the gods we may be renenged onthy 
iniury.Thisdon,they returned home,& ſhortly after gathering 
a power of men,ſer ypon 8& ouercame that rruce-breaking na. 
£10n. | 

Inthe yereof Romebuilez r5,the Fidenates reuolted from 
che friendſhip and league of the Romanes,to To/uminus the 
king of the Veyans, & adding crueltie to treaſon, killed foure 
of their embaſſadors that came to knew the cauſe of their de- 
feftion : which diſloyalty the Romanes not brooking,vnder- 
cooke war againſt them,& notwithſtanding all their priuat& 
forrein ſtrength, ouerthrew and ſlew them. Inthis battellit is 
ſaid,that a Tribune of the ſouldiers ſceing 7 olnzzinus braudly 
galloping vp and down,& incouraging his ſouldiers,and the 

omanestrembling at hisapproch,\: $ Is this the breaker of 
leagues, and violater ef thelaw of nations?If there be any ho- 
lineſle on earth, my ſword ſhall ſacrifice him to the ſoulesof 
our{}ain embatladours;and therewithall ſetting ſpurresto his 
horſe, he vnhorſt him,& faſtening him to the earth with his 


| ſpexre, cut of his perfidious head : whereat his army diſtaicd, 


retired,and became a ſlaughter to the enemies, 


Ajbertm 
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Albertus Duke of Franconia hauing ſlaine Comrade the 17 
Earle of Locharingia, brother to Lew: the fourth, then Em- acelendf chr, 
r, and finding the Emperors wrath incenſed againſt him £4% 4+ 
rtheſaine, beroke himiſclte toa ſtrong caſtle ar Bamberg z 
from whence che Empcror neither by force nor policie could 
remoue him for [cucn yeares ſpace,yntill eLFrro the Biſhop of 
Mentz by trecherie deliuered him into his hands, This Atta 
vnder thew of friend(hip repaired co the caſtle, and gaue his 
faich vato the carle,that if he would come down to parle with 
the Emperor, he ſhould ſafely rerurne into hishold: the Earle 
miſtruſting no fraud, went our of the caſtle gates with the 
Biſhop cowards theeinperor;buc Arro(as it were ſuddenly re- 
membring hunfelf,when indeed it was his deuiſed plot) deſi- 
xethto rerurne back and dine erc he went, becauſe it was ſorhe- 
whae late: ſothey do, dine, and returne. Now the Earle was 
no ſooner cometo the Emperor, but hee cauſed him to be pre- 
ſently putto death , notwithftanding he vrged the Biſhops 
promiſeand oath for his rerurne: for it was anſwered, that his 
oath was quit by returning backe to dine,as he had pronnſed. 
Andthus che Earle was wickedly betrayed,though juſtly pu- 
niſhed, As for Arrocheſubtill traitor , indeed hee pollel ed 
himlelfe by this meanes of the Earles lands ; but withall, 
the juſtice of God ſeiſed vpon him, for within a whileafrer he 
was ſtricken with a thunderbolr, and as ſome ſay , carried 
into mount /Etna, with this noyſe, Sic peccato lues, atque ru- 
exdo rues. 

(leomenes King of Lacedemonia making warre vpon the campoſulgoſ. 
Argiues, inpriſed] them by his ſubilcie, he tooke truce with £6.7- cap-g» . 
tnem for ſeuen dayes, and the third night whilcſt they 1a 

/{ccure, and vnwarie in their truce, he oppretled them Rv 
 agreatllaughter, ſaying, (toexcuſe his trecherie, though no 
excuſe could clearchim fromthe ſhame thereof) that the truce 
wich he made was for ſeuen dayes onely,without any menci- 

on of nights: howbeit for all this, ir proſpered nor ſo well 
with hm as he wiſhed : for the Argiue women, their hul- 
bands flaine , woke armes like Amalons , To/e/illa being 
ES ne ther 
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174. cheir captaineſle, and compaſting checitie walls, repelled C/;: 
omenes, halfe amaſed withthe ſtrangenelle of the ſight, Aer 
which he was baniſhed into /Egypr, and there miſerably ang 
deſperatly ſlew himlſelfe. | 

Ebron.Carioes. ThePope of Rome withall his heard of Biſhops, oppoſed 
himſelfeagainſt the Emperor Hemry the fourth ; tor he banj. 
ſhed him by excommunicartion from the ſociery of theCatho. 
ke Church, diſcharged his ſubje&s trom rhe oach of fealty, 
and ſent a crowne of gold to Rede/ph king of Sueuia, to cang. 

The Rocke mnizehim Emperor : the crowne had this inſcription, Perre de. 

is Chriſt. dit Petro,Petrus diadema Rodwlpho ;that is, The Rocks gave 

x Cor: 10. vnto Peter,and Peter gawe vnto Rodolph the crown: Notwith 

ſtanding Rodo/ph remembring his oath to the Emperdur,and 

how vilea partit was to betray him whom he had ſworne to 

obey and defend, ar firſt refuſed the Popes offer ; howbeit by 

the perſuaſion of the Biſhops ſophiſtrie,he was induced toy 
dertakethe name and title of Ceſar, and to opugnetheEn- 

peror Henry by armes, cuen by foure vnjuft bartels,in the aſt 

of which Rodolph being ouercome, loſt his right hand , and 

was ſore wounded otherwiſe : wherefore being readictodie, 

when one brought vnto him his hand that was cut off in the 

battell, he in dereftation of the Popes villanie, burſt forth in 

to theſe termes, (many Biſhops ſtanding by) Behold here the 

hand wherewith I ſwore fealtie to the Emperor, this will be as 

growument of my breach of faith before God,and of "1047 traitt« 

rous impulſion thereunto. And thus he deceaſed, juſtly puni» 

— ſhed cuen by his owne confeſſion for his perjurie. Howbett. 

for allthis manifeſt example,the Pope and Biſhops continued 
F: to perſecute the poore Emperor, yea and to ſtir vp his owne 
ſonnes, (nrade and Heyry,to fight againſt him ; ſo hardned 

aretheir hearts againſt all judgements. | 

Exſeb.li.6.c.8. Narciſ[us Bilhop of Ieruſalem, a man famous forhis ver- 

tues, and ſharpe inreprouing and correting vice, was aca 
ſed by three wicked wrerches of vnchaſtiry,and that falſly and 
malicioully ; for to proue their accuſation true, chey boundit 
wich oathsand curſes on this wiſe ; the firſt ſaid, {f 1 /y,7 oix/ 
(70 


Cod: Indoements, 
God I may periſh by fire : the ſecond, If 7 fpeake aught but 
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truth, I pray God 1 _ be conſumed by ſome filthie and cruell Calumniation 


diſeaſe : thethird, If 
deprined of my fight and become blinde, Thus, although the 
honeſtie and chaſtitic of Narciſſiu was ſo well knowne to all 
che faichfull, char they belecued none of their oathes, yer the 
good Biſhop, parcly mooued with griefe of this falſe accuſa- 
con, and parcly with delire of quiernelle from worldly af. 
faires,forſooke his biſhopricke, and liued in adeſartfor many 

cares, Bur his for[worne accuſers by their death witnelled 
his innocencie,which by their words they impugreed: for che 
firit, hishouſe being fer on fire ex:raordinarily, periſhed in 
the flame, with all his familie and progenie: Thefecond lan- 
guiſhed away with an irkeſome diſeaſe that beſpread his bodie 
all ouer: Thechird [ceing the woful ends of his companions, 
confelled all cheir villanie, and lamenting his caſeand crime, 
perſiſted ſo long weeping, till both his eyes were pur our: 
Thus God in his juſt judgement ſent vpon each of them theix 
wiſhes, and thereby cleered his ſeruant from ſhame and op- 
probrie. 


accuſe him falſely, 7 ray God I may be Lib. 2. Cag.24 


Burghard Archbiſhop of Magdeburg, though in regard chro# Erneſti, 
of his place and profeſſion, he ought to hane giuen good ex- 3/919 


ample of honeſticin himſclfe, and puniſh perjurie in others ; 
yet he thrice broke his promiſe and oath with his owne Citi- 
ſens, the Senat and people of Magdeburg : for firſt he befic- 
ged them wich a power of men, and though they redeemed 
cheir libertie with a ſurame of money (he ſwearing, not to be- 
fiegethem 2ny more) yet without reſpe& of truth and cxgdir 
herecurned afreſh ro-the ſiege : bur his perfidie was ſoone ta- 
med ; forthey tooke him priſoner at thar aflault : howbeit he 
ſo alluaged their angrie mindes, with his humble and lowlic 
entreaties and counterfeit oathes, neucr to trouble them any 
more, bur roconrinue their ſtedfaſt friend, that they not one- 
ly freed him from impriſonment , bur reſtored him to all 
his dignitics with ſolemnitic : neuertheletle rhe traiterous 
Archbiſhop returning to his old. vomit , got dif] —_— 

or: 


OO 
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eyes: bur the King by the good prouidence of God eſcaped 
chat danger ; and Elfrede being accuſed thereof, fled ro Rome, 
to theend to purge himſelfe of the crime by oarh before the 
Pope: who being brought tothe Church of Saint Peter, and 
there ſwearing, or rather forſwearing, himſelfe to be clear, 
when indeed he was guiltic, behold the Lords hand vpn 
him, ſuddenly as ſoone as his oath was pronounced, be fell 


forhis oath from Pope /ohnthe xxijj and began afreſhto you 
moleſt, and murcher them whom he had ſworne to main. 
taine : but it was the will of God that he ſhould be once apain 
caught , and being. encloſed in priſon , whileſt his friend; 
ſought meanes to redeeme him, the gaoler beat him to death 
with a dore barre, or as ſome ſay, withan yron todtaken ae 
of a window ; and fo at laſt, though long, his perjurie found 
it deſert. 

The (mall ſucceſle that the Emperor Srgi/mmnd had in all 
his affaires, (after the violation of his faith giuen to [ohn Huy 
and Hiereme of Pragueat the Councell of Conſtance,whom 
chough with dire& proteſtations and oathes he promiſed ſafe 
condue andreturne, yet he adiudgedto be burned) dothee. 
ſtike the odioulnelle of his (in in che (1ght of God. But aboue 
all, chis one example is my worthic the cm ,of a fellow 
chat hearing perjury condemned in a pulpit by a learned pn 
cher, and EE eſcaped aol ; ſaid ina ou 
ric, { haxe oft forſworne my ſelfe, and yet my right handing 
a whit ſhorter than my left. Which words he had ſcarceyas 
red, when ſuch an inflamacion aroſe in that hand,tharhews 
conſtrained vo go to the Chirurgion and cut it off, kſti 
ſhould infe& his whole bodie ; and ſo his right hand becane 
ſhorter chan his letr, in recompence of his perjurie, which he 
lightly eſteemed of, 

Abour the yeare of our Lord 925, when King Ethelſtar, 
otherwiſe called Aae/fanr, raigned here in England , thar 
was one Elfrede a Nobleman, who with a ta&ion of ſeditious 
perſons conſpired againſt the King preſently after the death 
of his father , and ar Wincheſter went abonr ro pur our hi 


downe 
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downe ina ſtrange ſicknelle ; and from thence being brought 1x 77 

co the Engliſh houſe in Rome,within threedayes atrer depar- 

ted this lite, The Pope ſent word hereof to King Erhe/- 

flare, with demand, Whither he would hauc him buried a- 

mong Chriſtians or no : Who through the perſuaſions of his 

friends and kinsfolke, granted, that though he neither liued 

nordied like a Chriftian, yer he ſhould haue Chriſtian bu- 

rial. 

In the towneof Rutlinquen a certaine paſſenger came into Feb. le Gaſt. 
an Inne, and gaue a budger to his hoaſt to be kept, in the 7 *% of his 
whichchere was a great ſum of money : but when he deman- CE 
ded it againeat his departure,the hoſt denied ir,and gaue him 
injurious words, with many mocksand taunts, Whereupon 
the patlenger calleth him in queſtion before the Iudpe , and 
becauſe he wanted witnelles, defireth co haue him (worne : 
who withoutall ſcruple offered to {weare and proteſt, That he 
neuer received or concealed any ſuch budger of money from 
him ; giuing himſelfe co the Diuell if he ſwore falſely . The 
m—_—_ ſeeing his forwardnetle to damnehimſelfe, deman- 
ded re{pitto conſider of the matter, and going out, hee mects 

with cwo men,whoenquirethe cauſe of his comming thither; 
and being informed by him,offer their helpe vnto him in his 
cauſe: thereupon they returne beforeche Iudge,and theſe two 
vnknowne perſons juſtific that the budget was delivered vn- 
to the hoſt,and thar he had hidden itin ſucha place : wherear 
the hoſt being aſtoniſhed, by his countenance and peſture diſ- 
couered his guiltinetle : the Judge thereupon reſolued to 
ſend him to priſon ,, but the two vnknowne witneſſes ( who 
wereindeed two hiends of hell) began to ſay , you ſhall not 
need, for weare ſentto puniſh his wickednelle; and ſo —_ 
they hoiſted him vp into the ayre , where hee vaniſhed wit 
chem ,and was neuer after found. 

In the yeere of our Lord 1055,G o0dwine Earle of Kent fit- Stow. Chron. 
ting at the table with King Edward of England,it happened 
that one of the cupbearers fumbled ,and yer fell not ; whereat 
Goodwine laughing, ſaid, That if one brother had notholpen 

N another 
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which words the King calling to minde his brothers death 

which was ſlain by Goodwine ; anſwered, So ſhould my Sly 
ther eAlphred hauc holpen mchad not Goodwine been :; then 
Goodwine tearing the Kings new kindled diſpleaſure,excuſed 


| himſelf with many words,and at laſt cating a morſel of bread, 


wiſhed it might choke him it he were nor guiltles of Alphregs 
bloud. Bur he ſwore falſly,as the judgement of God declared, 
for he was forthwith choaked in the preſence of the King, ere 
heremoued one foot from that place ; though there be ſome 
ſay he recouered life againe. 

Long timeafter this, in the raigne of Queene Elizabeth, 
there was in the citie of London,one Anne eAneries widow, 
who forſwore her ſelfe for a little money that ſhe ſhould have 
paidfor (ix pounds of tow at aſhop in Woodſtreet:for which 
cauſe being ſuddenly ſurpriſed with the juſtice of God, ſhefel 
down ſpecchleſleforthwith,and caſt vpar her mouth in great 
aboundance, and with horrible ſtinke, that matter which by 
natures courſe ſhould haue been voided downewards, and {o 
died, to the terrour of all perjured and forſworne wretches, 
Thereare in hiſtories many more examples to be foundof this 
hurtfull and pernitious ſin, exerciſed by one nation towards 
another,and one man towards another,in moſt prophahie and. 
villanous ſort, neicher ſhaming to be accounted forſworne, 
nor conſequently fearing to d1jpleaſe God and his majeſtie. 
Bur foraſmuch as when we come to ſpeake of murtherers-1n 
the next booke,we (hal hauc occa(ion to ſpeak of them more, 
or of ſuch like, I will reterre the handling thereof vnto that 
place: only this, let enery man learn by that which hath been 
ſpoken, to be ſound and fraudlcs, 2nd co keep his faith and 
promife rowards all mien, if for no other cauſe, yer for feart of 
God, who leaucth not this fin vapunithed, nor holdeth them = 
guilletle that thus taketh iis name in vaine, 
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CHAP. XXIX. 
Of Blaſphemers. 


<= $ touching Blaſphemie, it was a moſt 
| "\ gricuousandenormous (in,and con- 
crary tothisthird Commandeinenc, 
when a man 31s {o wretched arid mi- 
{erable, asto pronomice pre | oe 
ous ſpeeches againſi God , whereby 
his name1s (iai:dercd and cut ipoken 


of : which (in carnor clue tir be 
tharply and ſeuerely pur:thed ; for 150 + chat ig notderh 
not yn guilcles that Qch vu! rake [1/5 15200 om ele 7 1H ig 
no. needs abhor aun wh ON nnt be Fines 7 \v 
mericoriouf}s that wc ke ot DE ER 1148 Cat plies 
n.cd ana nancd.erec / 1) 210/059 Of Godamengthe 
pcople or ltae) rhe het he | {- 440 WAS taken, put 
uyprifon, ans 12112) | Cob Ted ro death by :he [. cuit. 24. 
whole 4.1.4 14 i vccaltur (+Sewllinancrs begar 
Eucr.gore fu | ihe Lord ir.ttied a perpetual law and 


deereegthat evi unethat ſhould blaſphemeand curie God,of 
what c{Lure oz degree ſoeuer, ſhould be ſtoned to death, in toke 
of dereſtacion ; which ſentence, tt ir nnght now adajes ſtand in 
force,there would not raigne {o many miſerable Ulaſphemers 
& deniers of God as the worid +5 now filled & infe&ied with, 


It was alſo ordained by a new law of zſtinja,T hat blaſphe- Cod. (6. 3, 
wies ſhould be ſeucrely puniſlied by che judges & magiſttaies /#t+ 43+ 


of Commonyeales: but ſuch is the corrupuon and nufcrie of 
this age, thatthoſe men that ought to corre others tor ſuch 
ſpceches, are ofrentimes worſt themielues : aud there are that 
thinke, that they cannct be ſufficiently fearcd and awed of 
men,except by horrible bahnings & ſwearmngs they deſpight 
and waugre God: nay it1sfurther come to that pale. that in 
{one places,to ſweare and ban bethe marks and en{1gnes of a 
Catholike,& they are beft welcome that can blaſ] pheze moſt. 
ix How 
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How much then isthat good King S. Lew# of France to bes 


Nich.Gil.vol.: commended, who eſpectally diſcharged all his (i ubjeQs from 


ſwearing and blaſpheming within his realme,inſomuch thar 
when he hearing a * nobleman blaſpheme God moſt cruelly, 
heecauſed himto belaid hold on, and his lips to bee flit with 
an hotyron,ſaying,he muſt be content to endure tha puniſh. 
meat, ſeeing hee purpoſed to baniſh oathes our of his king- 
dome. Now ive call blaſphemie ( ng tothe Scripture 
phraſe) every word that Leann either from the bountie, 
mercy, iuſtice, eternitic, and ſoueraigne power of God. Of 
thisſore was that blaſphemous ſpeech of one of King loramy 
princes, who at the time of the great fanune in Samaria,when 
it was velieged by theSyrians, hearing E/:zex the Prophet 
ſay,that the next morrow there ſhould bee plenty of vifuals, 
and good cheape , rejeted this pronnſe of God madeby his 
Prophet,ſaying,that it was impoſſible ; as if God were cither 
alyar,or notable to performe whathe would : for this cauſe 
this vnbelecuing blaſphemer receiued the ſame day a deſer- 
ued puniſhment for his blaſphemie , for h2e was troden to 
death in the gate of the City vader the feere of the nulritude 
that went out into the Syrians campe, forſaken and left de- 
ſolate by them, through a feare which the Lord ſent among 
them. 

Sennacherib King of Allyria, after liee had obtained many 
victories,and ſubdued much people vnder him,and alſo layd 
ſiege to Ieruſalem, became ſo proud and arrogant , as by his 
ſeruants mouth to reuile and blaſpheme the living God, 
ſpeaking no otherwiſeof him than of ſome ſtrange idoll, and 
one that had nopower to helpeand deliver thoſe that truſted 
in him; for which blaſphemies hee ſoone after felt a juſt ver- 
geance of God vpon himſelfe and his people: for alchough 
1a mans eyes hee ſeemed to bee without thereach of cane 
( ſeeing hee was not allayled bur did atlayle,and was guarded 
with ſo mighty an armie , that aſſured him to make him 
lord of [eruſalem in ſhort ſpace) yer the Lord overthrew his 
power, and deſtroyed of his men 1n onenight by the hand - 
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his Angell 185 thouſand men,ſo that he was faine to raiſchis 18x 
ſiege, and rerurne into his owne kingdome, where finally he 
was {laine by his owne ſonnes, as he was worſhipping on his \ 
knees in the temple of his god. 
In thetimeof the Machabces, thoſe men that were in the 
ſtrong hold called C:zara, fighting againſt the ewes, truſting 2. M achab.ro 
to the ſtrength of the place wherein they were, vetered fort 
moſt infamous ſpecchesagainſt God: burere long, their blaſ- 
phemous mouthes wereencountered by a condigne puniſh- 
ment : for the firſt day of theſiege, Hachabery pur firetothe 
rowne,and conſumed the place (with the blaſphemers in it)to 
aſhes. 
Holofernes, when Achior aduanced the gloricof the God 
of Iſracl,replyed on this taſhion : Since thou ha#t propheſied ludcth 6.9, 
vnto vs,that Iſrael ſhall bee defended by their God, thou ſhale 
prone that there is no G od but Nabuchadonoſor,when the ſword 
of mine armie ſhall paſſe —_ thy ſides, and thou ſbalt fall 
among their ſlaine : bur for this blaſphemy the Lord cut him 
ſhorr, and preuented his cruel] pete by ſudden death,and 
that by the hand ofa woman,to his further ſhame. 

Nay, this (in is ſo odious 1n the fight of God, that he puni- 
ſheth cuen them that pur occaſion thereof vnto others, yea 
though they be his deareft children, as it appeareth by the 
words of the Prophet Nathan vnto king Daxid : Becauſe of 2-Kings t2, 
this deed((aith he) of mwrihering Vriah,and defiling Bathſhabe, 
thou baſt made the enemie: of the Lord toblaſpheme,the childe 
that is borne vnto thee ſhall ſurely die, - 

In the Empire of /u/ia» the Apoſtata there were diuers Theodor. 1ib.z; 
great menthac for the Emperours ſake forſooke Chrift and cp.11. & 12, 
abjured his religion : amongſt whom, was one /u/iax,vncle to dee» 7 of 
the Emperor, and Gouernour of the Eaſt ; another Fx/ix the Lis. as nc | 
Emperours Treaſurer : the firſt of which two,after heehad ag 
ſpoylcd all Chriftian Churches and temples, piſſed againſt 
the table whereon the holy ſacraments were vſcd to be admi- 
niſtred,in contempt , and ſtrucke E201» on the care for re- 
prouing him for it: the other beholding the holy vellels char - 
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belonged to the Church, ſaid,See what precious vellels Marg, 
ſonne is ſcrucd withal). After which blaſpheniie, the Lord 
plagued them moſt ſtrangely : for /ulianſell into fo ſtrange 2 
diſeaſe,thathis entrails being rotten,he yoided his excrementy 
ar his mouth, becauſe when they patled naturally, hee abuſed 
them to the diſhonour of God. Fe/ix vonited bloud ſo ex, 
ceſſtuely night and day ar his blaſphemous mouth, that he di. 
ed Ra 1. þ | | 
About the ſame time there liued a famous ſophiſter and 
Epicure called L:44nizy ; who being ar Antioch, demanded 
blaſphemouſly of a learned and godly {choolemaſter, What 
the Carpenters ſonne did, and how hee occupied himſdlfe? 
Marry (quoth the ſchoolemaſter, full of the(purit of GodJthe 
Creator of this world(whom thou diſdainfully calleft rhe car. 
penters ſonne)is making a coffin for thee, tocarrie thee rothy 
raue: whereat the ſophiſter jeaſting,departed,and within few 

- 2a dying,was buricd in a coftin,according to the prophelis 
of that holy man. , 
The Emperor Heraclius ſending Emballadours to Cofrei 
the King of Perſiato entreat of peace, returned with this ans 
ſwer, That he would neuer ceaſe totrouble them with wap; 
till he had conſtrained them to forſake thei crucified Chriſt, 
and to worſhip the Sunne. Burt ere Jong hee bore the punilts 
ment of his blaſphemie: for what with a domeſticall cafimi 
tie,anda forrein ouerthrow by the hand of Heraclims,he cam 
to a moſt wofull deſtruRion, "x 
' Michael that blaſphemous Rabbine, that was accounted 
of the ewes as their Prince and Meſſias, as hee was on a time 
banquetting wich his companions,amongſt other things this 
was chicfeſt ſauce for their mear,to blaſpheine Chriſt andins 
mother Aarie, inſomuch as he boaſted of a viorie alreadie 
otten ouer the Chriſtians God, But marke the itlue:; as hee 
cended downethe ſtayers, his foot {lipping, hec crumbled 
headlong and broke his necke ; wherein his late yitorie pro- 
ued a di comficure and ouerthrow, to his eternal] ſhame and 


confuſion. 


Thee 
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Three ſouldiers (amongft the Tyrigetes, a people of Sar- 183 
charia) paſſing through a Wood, there aroſe a tempeſt of 
chunder and hghtening, whichchough commonly it maketh 
the greateſt Atheiſts to tremble, yer one of them to ſhew his 
contempt of God and his judgements, burſt foorth into blaſ. 
py and deſpightingsof God. Bur the Lord ſoone tamed 


is rebellious tongue: forhe cauſ ed the winde to blow vp by 


nge tree, that fell vpon him and cruſhed him to 


heroot a h 
Ky na , the a. oh eſcaping toteſtific tothe World of his de- 


ſtruction. 

Ar a villagecalled Benauides in Spaine, two young men 4nthexis df 
becing togetherin a ficlde, there aroſe of a ſudden a terrible 7orquemeds. 
tempeſt, with ſuch violence of weather and winde, and wich- 
all ſo imperuous a whirlwind, that it amaſed thoſe that beheld 
it. The two young men ſeeing thefuriechereof comming a- 
maine towards them,to auoid che danger ranaway as af as 
they poſſibly might: bur make what hafte they could,it oucr- 
rookethem : who fearing leſt the ſame ſhould ſwing them vp 
into the ayre, fell flatlong downe vpon theearth ; wherethe 
whirlewinde whisking round about them a prettie while,and 
chen paſling forth,the one of them aroſe ſoaltcred and inſuch 
an agony,that he was ſcarcely able to ſtand on his feet: the 0- 
ther lying ſtill and not ſtirring, ſome others a farre off, thac 
ſtood _ a hedge,went to ſee how he did, and found him 
to be ftarke dezd,not without marks vpon him of wonderfull 
admiration : forall his bones were ſo cruſhed, that the pipes & 
and joyntsof his legges and armey were as caſie to bee turned | 
the one way astheorher,as though his whole bodice had been 
made of molle ; and beſides, histonguewas pulled out by the 
roots, whichcould not by any meanes be found, though they 
ſought for it moſt diligently. And this was the miſerableend 
of this wretched man, who was noted to be a great outragious 
{wearer and blaſphemer of Gods holy name ; the Lord there- 
fore choſchim out, ro make him an example tothe World of 


his juſtice, 
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No letfe notable is che example of a young pirle » named 
Denis Benifield,ot ewelne yeres of age: whogoing to ſchoole 
amoneglt other girles, when they fell to reaton among ther. 
ſelues after their childiſh diſcretion about God, one amo 
the reſt ſaid that he was a good old father : What, hee ? ((a; 
the foreſzid Dex ) hee isan old doting foole : which becing 
rold toher miſtrelle, hee purpoſed ro cone her the nexe 
day for it: bur ic chanced charthe next day her mother ſent hex 
ro London to the marker, che wench gregily encreating her 
mother that ſhe might not goe,ſo that ſhe eſcaped her miſtriſ.. 
ſes correftion, But the Lord in vengeance met with her; for 
as ſhee returned homeward, ſuddenly (he was ſtricken dead.all 
the one {ide of her beeing blacke; and buried at Hackney the 
fame night. A terriblecxample (no doubt) both toold and 
yong,whar itis for children co blaſpheme che Lord and,God, 
and what it is for parents to ſuffer cheir young ones to grow 
vpin blindnelſe, withour nurturing them in the feare of God, 
and reuerence of his Majcttic,and therefore worthie to beere.. 
membred of all. | 

In the yeare 510 an Arrian Biſhop catled O/;zpi«: beeing 
at Carthage inthe bathes, reproched and blaſ pnacy the hos 
ly and ſacred Trinitic,and that openly:buc lighting fell down 
fromheauen vpon him three times,and he was burnt and con- 
ſumedrherewith . There was alſo in the time of Alphonſw 
King of Arragon and Sicilie,in an Ile towards A'Tica,a cer-, 
raine hermit called ' Antonims,a monſtrous and prophanehy- 
pocrite, that had ſo wicked aheart to deuiſe, and fo filchie a. 
throat to belch our vile and injurious ſpeeches againſt Chriſt 
Jefus and the Virgin /fary his morher ; but hee was ſtricken: 
with a moſt grieuous diſcaſe,cuen to be caten and gnawnein 
pieces of wormes vntill he dicd, 
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of thefe that by curſing and denying God giue them 
* ſelues tothe Dimell. 


S concerning thoſe that areaddied 
to much curling , and as if their 
throats were Hellit ſelte,co deſpigh- 
tings andreuiling a gainſt God (that 
15 blefled for cuer) and are ſo madde 
as to renounce him,and giue them- 
ſelues to the diuell : trucly chey wor- 

$ thily deſerue to beforſakenof God, 

and giuen oucr to thediuell indeed, 
to goe with him intoeucrlaſting perdicion : which hath been 
vilthly experienced in our time vpon certaine wretched per-= 
ſons, which hauc beene carried away by that wicked ſpirit co 
whom they gaue themſclues. 

There was vpon a time1n Germanie, a certaine naughtie- Luther ypon” _ 
packe of a moſt wicked life,and ſo evill brought vp,that at _ Oper 
cucrie word heſpake almoft,the deuill was at the one end if ,,. pd Ca 
walking hee chanced to tread awrie, or to ſtumble, preſently 
the Diuell was in his mouth : whereof albeit hee was many 
times reprooued by his neighbours, and exhorted to corre&t 
and amend fo vile and deteitablea vice, yet all was in vaine: 
continuing thereforechis cuill and damnable cuſtome, it hap- 
pened, that as hee was vpon a time pafling oucr a bridge, hee. 
fell down,and in his fall gauecheſeſpeeches, Hoiſt vp with an 
hundred diuels: which he had no ſooner ſpoken, but the di- 
ue] whom hecalled for ſo of,twas at hisclbow toſtrangichim, 
and carrie him away with him. 

A cerraine ſouldier trauelling through Marchia,a countrey ;pjerys 3 book 
of Almaigne,and finding himſelfeeuill at caſe in his journey chop.17.of the 
abodein an Inne till hee might recouer his heakh, and con.- {-1uſion offpl: 
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mitted corhe hoſtelles cuſtodie certaine money which hee had 
abouc him.Nowa while after One of his ſicknelle, 


hee required his money = ; but ſhee hauing conſulted 
with her husband, denied che receit, and therefore: the re. 
eurne thereof; and accuſed him of wrong, in demaundj 

that which ſhe neuer receiued : The ſouldier on the other Ge 
fretted amaine, and accuſed her of couſenage: Which flirre 
when the goodman of the houſe radiind (though prizie 
to all before) yet defſembling, rooke his vides part,and thruſt 
the ſouldier out of doores : who being chroughly chafed with 
that indignitie,drew his ſword,and ran at thedoore with the 
point therof ; whereat the hoſt began to crie, Theeues, theeues, 
ſaying that he would haue entered his houſe by force: ſo tha 
che ſouldier was taken and caſt in priſon, and by po 
celle of law readie to bee condemned to death : bur the ye. 
rie day wherein this hard ſentence was tobe pronounced and 
exccutcd, the diuell entercd into the priſon,and told the ſoul. 
dier that he was condemned to die ; howbeit neuerchelefſe if 
hee would giuchimſclfe bodicand foule vnto him,he would 
promiſe to deliuer him our of their hands: the priſoner anſwe 
ring, ſaid, That hee had rather die being innocent, and with- 
our cauſe,than to be deliuered by that meanes : againe the di- 
uell replied, and propounded vntohim the great danger wha: 
in he was, yeaand vſcd all cunning meanes Pare toper- 
ſuade him: bur ſeeing that he Joſt his labour, he at length let 
his ſuit, and promiſed him both helpe, and reuenge vponhis 
enemies, and that for nothing : adwifing him morcouer when 
heecameto judgement, to plead not gwltie,and to declare 
nnocencic and their wrong,and to intreat the Judge to 
him one in a blew cap that ftood by to be his aduocate:(noW 
this onein a blew cap was the Diuel himfelfe) the fouldier ac- 
cepting his offer,being called to the barre, and indiedchere 
of Felonie, preſently deſired to haue his Atturney, who was 
there preſent to plead his cauſe: then began the fine and a#f- 
tie Doctor of the lawes to plead, and defend his client vet 


Coas Tudetments. 
cunningly,affirming him to befalſly accuſed,and conſequent- 
ly vnjultly condemned,and chat his hoſt did withhold his mo- 
ny.and had offered him violencezand coproue his aflertion he 
reckoned vp euery circumſtance in theaction, yea the veric 
place wherethey had hidden the mony.The hoſt on the other 
fide ſtood in deniall very impudently , wiſhing the diuell 
might rake him if he hadit: then the ſubril lawyer in the blew 
cap,looking for no other vantage, left pleading,and fell rolay 
hold of the hoſt, and cartying him our of the Sc{lions houſe, 
hoiſted him incor ayreſo high, that he was neuer after ſeen 
nor heard of. And thus was the ſouldier delivered from the 
execution of the law moſt ſtrangely, to the aſtoniſhment of 
all che beholders,that were eye witnelles of that which happe- 
ned to the forſworne and curling hoſt. 
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[ntheyercot our Lord 1551,at Megalopole neere Voild- ;,j, ;rier _ 


ſtar, it happened inthe time ofthe celebration of the feaſt of 
Pentecoſt, the pore becing ſer on drinking and carouſing, 
char awoman in thecompanie commonly named the diucll 
inheroathes ; till chat hee beeing ſo often called on,came of 
a ſudden, and carried her [ W. the gatealofr into the ayre 
before them all; who ran out attoniſhed toſre whither hee 
would tranſport her, and found her a while hanging in the 
ayre withoutthe rowne, and thenfalling downe vpon the 
ground dead, 
About the ſame time there lived in a Citie of Savoy one 
that was both a monſtrous ſwearer, and alſo otherwiſe very 
vicious, who pur many good men to much f{ruitlelle paines, 
that in regardof their charge employed themſclues often to 
admoniſh and reproue his wicked behauiour, to the end hee 
might amend it:bucall in vaine, they mjghtas wel caft ſtones 
againſtthe winde z forhe would not ſo much as liſtento their 
words,much lefſe retorme his maners.Now it fell out that the 
PING being inthecitic,he was infcted wich it,and there- 
ore withdrew himſclfe apart with his wife and another 


kiriſyoman into a garden which hechad : neither yer in his 
| | | extrenutie 
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extremitie did che miniſters forſakehim,but ceaſed notcone?; 
nually tocxhort him torepentance, andtolay before his eyes 
his faults and offences, to theend to bring him into the right 
way. ' But he was ſo farre from being touched or moved with 
theſe godly admonitions,thar he ſtroue rather to harden him. 
ſe!fmore and more in his {ins. Therefore oneday haſting for. 
ward his owne mifhap,as he was ſwearing anddenying God, 
and giuing himſelteto the divel,and calling for him wihye. 
hemencic,bchold cucn the diuel indeed ſmgrched him yp ſud. 
denly, and heaued him into theaire, his wife and kinſwoman 
looking on, and ſeeing him flic ouer their heads. Being thug 
ſwiftly tranſported, his cap zumbled from his head, andy 
found at Roſac ; but himſelfe no man could cuer after ſeeye 
on. T he magiſtrate aduertiſed hereof, came to the place where 
hee was taken, to bee better enformed of the truth, taking the 
witneſſe of the two women touching that which they 
ſcene. Heere may wee ſcethe ftrange and terrible enents of 
Gods juſt vengeance vpon ſuch vilecaitifes ; which doube. 
leſe are made manifeſt to ſtrike a feare andterrour into the 
heart of euerie ſwearer and denicr of God (the World bet 
bur roo full atthis day of ſuch wretches) that areſo inſpin 
with Sathan, that they cannot ſpeak bur they muſt namehy 
euen him that is both an enenieto'God and man, and likes 
roaring lion runneth and roueth too and fro to deyoure than 
not ſceking any thing but mans deſtrution. And yer whens- 
ny pain a{lailech them,or any trouble diſquieteth their minds, 
or any danger threarneth to opprelle their bodies, deſperat 
they call vpon him for ajd, when indeed it were more 

full ro commend themſclues to God,and to pray for his grace 
and aſliſtance, hauing both a commandement ſo to doe, and? 
promiſcadioyned,that he will helpe vs in our neceſlitics,ifwe 
£ome vnto him by true and heartic prayer. Ir is not therefore 
without juſt cauſe,that God hath propounded and layed open 
inthiscorrupt age, a Theatre of his ludgements, that cuene 
may might be warned thereby. i 


CHAP. XXXI, 


More examples of Gods Indgements vpon curſers. 


= Vt before we goctothe next commaunde- 
4 ment we will adjoyne a tew more exam- 
| ples of this diuelliſh curſing, Harry 


- prieſt that was once a profellor of the 

bom — = ccrercgion, and fel away voluntari- 
ly vnto Papiſme z whereof Adam Budiſſina was the reporter : 
This man thundered out moſt bitter curles againft Lather in 
che pulpit, ata towne called Ruchnerwald, and —_—_ the 
reſt, wiſhed, that if Lurhers dofrine we: e true, a thunderbol 
might ſtrike him to death. Now three dayes after there aroſe 
a mightie tempeſt, with thunder and lightening : whereatthe 
curſed Prieſt, bearing in himleltea guiltie conſcience,for that 
he had yntruly and maliciouſly ſpoken, ran haſtily into the 
Church, and there fell co his pan before the Alcar moſt de- 
uourly ; butthe vengeance of God found him our and his hy- 
pocrilie, ſo thathe was ſtroken dead with thelightening,and 
albeit they recouercd life in him againe, yer as they led him 
homewards through the Curch-yard, another flaſh ſo ſer vp- 
on him, that he was burnt from the crowne of the head to the 
ſoule of the foot,as blacke as a ſhoo,{o that he died witha ma- 
nifeſt marke of Gods vengeance ypon him. 


Gods Indeements; vpen Curſers. 


| Luther hath left regiſtred vntovs a no- £x Coll. Ln- 
cable example ſhowne vpon a Popiſh Foerte 


Theedorus Beza ceporteth vnto vs two notable hiſtories yomil. 26. 5 
of his owne knowlelpe, of the ſeueritic of Gods judgement hiſt. paſſionin 


vpon a curſer and a perjurer ; the tenor whereof 1s chis, | knew 
(1aid he) in France a min of good parts, well inſtruted in 
Religion, and a maſter of a Familie, who in hisanger curling, 
and bidding the Duel] cake one of his children, had prelent- 
ly his with ; for the childe was polletſed immediatly with a 
Spirit ; from which though by che feruent and -continuall 
| prayers: 
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rayers of the Church he wasart length releaſed,yer erehe 
__ Ely recouered þ1s health he died. The like —_— to - 
happened roa woman, whom her husband in anger deuoted 
with bicter cures to the Duel ; tor Sathan atlaulted her pre. 
ſently, and robbed her of her wits, ſochar ſhe could neuer þy 


recouered, 
Diſcipulus dl Another example (ſaich he) happened not farhenee, even 
Tempore SCr- in this country, vpon a perjurer that torlwore hinſelfe tothe 
P07, 10. I 
Perjuric, end to deceiue and prejudice another thereby : but ke had no 
Lib. 1.cap. 29. ſooner made an endot hisfalle oath, bur a gricuous Apoplexy 
allailed him, ſo that without ſpeaking of any one woidhedy. 
OO cd within few dayes. , : E- | 
"00 FIMCCNBS, 8 Th cheyereot our Lord 15557, theday before day. 
—— 6 a City in the Bilhopricke of es, 
a certaine crooked Prieſt both in body and minde, through 
age and emll conditions, that could not go bur ypon cnnches 
yer would needs belifred into the pulpit to make a Sermon: 
his text was our of the 1 1 chap. of the firſt Epiitle to the Co. 
rinthians, touching the Lords Supper ; wherout taking occz- 
ſion to defend the Papiſtical errours and the Malle, hee vſed 
chele or ſuch like blaſphemous ſpeeches, O Panl,Paxl,if 
doctrine touching the recejuing of the Sacrament in 
kinds be true, and if it bea wicked thing to receiue it orher- 
wiſe,then would the diuel might rake me: and(turning to the 
people ) it the Popes do&trine concerning this point be not 
true,then am I the diuels bond(laue,neither do I tear to pawn 
my ſoule vpon it. Theſe & many other blaſphemous wordshe 
vſed, rill che Diuell came indeed, transfornied into the ſhape 
of a tall man, blacke and terrible, ſending before him ſuch 4 
fearcfull noyſe,and ſuch a wind, thatthe people ( uppoſed chat 
the Church would hauc fallen on their heads : buche not able 
to hurt the reſt, rooke away the old Prieſt, being his deuoted 
bond(laue, and carried him ſo far that he wasneuer heard of. 
The biſhop of Rugenſtines brother hardly eſcaped his hands: 
for hecame back to terch him ; bur hedefending himſelfwith 
his ſword, wounded his owne bodie, and very narrowly we 
pe 


—— 
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ped with his life, Beſide, afcer this there were many viſions 197 : 
(ene about the citic, as armies of men readiec tocnter and ſur- 
priſechem, ſothat well was he that could hide himſelfe in a 
corner. Atanother time after, the like noyſe was heard in the 
Church whilſt they were bapriling an infant;& all this for the 
abhominable curſing and blaſphemy of the prophane Prieſt. 
In the yeare of our Lord 1556, at S. Gal in Helueria, a 10b. Fincelius, 
certaine man that earned his liuing by making cleane rough de Miras.li. 2, 
and foule linnen againſt the Sun, entering atauerne, raſted {o 
much che grape, that his wits were drowned, and his rongue 
ſo inſpired, chat he vomited out terrible curſes againſt him- 
ſelfe and others : amongſt thereſt he wiſhed, if eucr hee went 
inco the fields to his old occupation, that the diuell might 
comeand breake his necke: bur when ſleepe had conquered 
drinke, and ſobricticreſtored his ſences, he went again to his 
trade, remembring indeed his late words, but regarding them 
not; howbeit the Diuell coſhew his double diligence, atten- 
ded on himat his appointed houre jn the 1ikenelle of a big 
ſwarchie man, and asked him if hee remembred his promile 
and vow which he had made theday before, and if it were nor 
Jawfull for him to breake his necke ; and withall Rroke the 
poore man, trembling with feare, ouer the ſhoulders, that his 
teer and his hands prelently dried vp, fo that he lay therenot 
able to ſtir, till by helpe of men he was carried home;the Lord 
not giuing:the Diuel] ſo much power ouer him as hee wiſhed 
himl(clte ; but yet pecnutting hun to plague him on this ſort, 
for his amendment, and our example, Fs 
Heary Earle of Schwarcburg through a corrupt cuſtome- 4/hert Kirant;; 
vied comn:only to with he might be drowned in a priuie:and Chron. Saxon. 
as he wiſhed, ſoit hapned vnro him, for he was ſo terued,and {& 5: 
murtheredat S. Peters Monaſteric m Erford, in the yeare of 
our Lord, 1148. ;f, Ft: 57 
The like bctell a young Courtierat Mansfield, whoſe cu- Cyrjac. Span- 
ſtome was 1 any earneit atleueracion,to ſay, The Diuell cake £79: 77 Ele- 
nice if it be not ſo: the Diuell indeed rooke him whileſt beef” Og | 
lept, and thicy hum out of a high window ; where albcirby FE 
, the 
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the good prouidenceof God he caught no great hurt, yer hee 
lcarat by experience to bridle his rongue from all ſuch curſed 
ſpecches, thus being bur a talte of Gods wrath that is to fall 
vpon ſuch wretches as he. 

Ar Ofter a villagein the duchy of Megalopole,there chan- 
ccd a molt ſtrangeand fearetull example vpon a woman that 
gaue her ſelfe ro the Diuell both bodie and ſoule, and vſed 


moſt horrible curſings and oathes, both againſt her ſe]feand 


Lyather. 


others: which deteſtible manner of bchauiour, as at many 
other times, ſo eſpecially (he ſhewed at amarriage in the fore. 
ſaid village vpon S. ſohn Baptiſts day, the whole peopleex- 
horting her to leaue off that monſtrous villanie : bur ſhee no+ 
thing bertered, continued her courſe,til all the company were 
ſer ar dinner, and verie merrie, Then lo, the Diuell hauing 
got full poſleſſion of her, came in perſon,and tranſported her 
into theaire before them al), with moſt horrible outcries and 
roarings,and in that ſorr carried her round about the towne, 
chatthe Inhabirants were readie to die with feare, and by and 
by tore her in foure pieces, leauing in foure ſeueral highways 
a quarter, that all that came by might be witnelles of her pu- 
nithment. And then returning to the marriage, threw Fn 
bowels vpon the table before the Major of the towne, with 
theſe words, Behola, theſe diſhes of meat belong to thee, whom 
the like deftruttion awaiteth, if thou doſÞ not amend thy wic= 
ked life, The reporters of this hiſtorie were , ſohn Hermas 
the Miniſter of the ſaid rowne, with the Major himſclfe and 
the whole Inhabitants, being deſirous to haue it knowne to 
the world forcxample ſake. 

In Lzthers conferences there is mention made of this ſto- 
ric following : Divers noblemen were ftrining together at 2 
horſe race,&c in their courſe cried, The diuel take the laſt. Now 
the laſt wasa horſethat broke looſe, whom the Diuel hoiſted 
vpintothe aire and tooke clean away, Which teacherh vs,not 
ro call for the Diucl,for he is readic alwayes about vs vncalled 
and vnlooked for, yea many legions of them compalle vs 


about cucninour beſt ations to difturbe andÞ$eruert vs. 
| A cer 


—_ 


Goas Indoerents. 


A certaine man notfar from Gol prouided a ſumptw- 
ous ſupper, and inuited many gueſts wit 

appointed refuſing to come, he in anger cried , Then let all 
che Diuels in hell come. Neicher was his wiſh fryuolous ; for 
2 number of thoſe hellith fiends cameforthwithgvhom he nor 
diſcerning from men, came to welcome and entertaine: Gu 
as he trooke them by the hands, and perceiucd in ſtead of fin- 
gers,clawes,all diſmaicd heran our of thedores with his wife, 
and Icft none inthe houſe bura young infant, with a foole (it- 
ting by the fire, whom the Diuels had no power to hurt, net- 
therany man cls, ſauce the goedly ſupper, which they made 
away withall, andſo departed. 

Ieisnotoriouſly knowne in Oundlea towne tn Northamp- 
conſhire, amongſt all that were acquainted with the partie, 
namely one Hacker, of whom morc hath ſpoken before, how 
he vſed in his carneſt talke ro curſe himſelte on this manner z 
If is be not true,then let a viſible confuſion come por me. Now 
he wanted not his wiſh, tor he camero a viſible confuſion in- 
deed,as hath beendeclared morearlargein the twentith chap- 
ter of this booke. Ar Witeberg before Martin Lather and di- 
uers other learned men, a woman whoſe daughter was polleſ- 
ſed with a ſpirit, confetled, That by her curſe that plague was 
fallen vpon her: for being angricat atime, ſhe bad the Diuell 


take her, and (he had noſooner ſpoken the word, but he took = 


her indeed, and pollelſed herin moſt ſtrange (orr. 


Nowhicletle ſtrange and horrible is chat which happened Theetr. bifor: 


at Ncoburg in Germanie, to aſon that was curſed of his mo- 
eher inher anger, with his curſe, ſhe prayd God ſhe might ne- 
ver ſce hum rerurne alive ; forthe ſame day the yong man ba- 
thing himſclfc inthe water, was drowned, and neuer returned 
ro hs mother aliue, according to her vngodly wiſh. 


Thelike judgement of God wercad of to hauc been execu- Antonio de 
ted vpon another ſonne chat was banned and curſed by his Torquemede. 


mother, in the citie of Aſtorga. The mother in her rage 
curſed one of her ſonnes with deteſtible malediions , bera» 
king him tothe Diuelsof hell, and wiſhing that they would 

A  ferch 


vpon Curſers. 


it : who atthe time 10b, Fintelinee 
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194 ſerch him out of her preſence, with many other horrible exe. 
cracions : This was abour ten a clocke at nighr, the ſame be- 
ing very darke and obſcure ; the boy ar laſt through feare 
went Qu: into a little court behind che houte, trom the which 
he was ſuddenly hoiſcd vp intothe aire, by men in ſhew of 
grþ11 countenance, great ſtature, and loathſome and horrible 

elture, buc indeed cruell fiends of hell, and that with ſuch 
(wiſtnelle (as he himſclteatter confelled) thatit was nor poſe 
ible, to his ſeenung, tor any bird in the world to fly fo faſt ; 
and lighting do;vne amongſt cercaine mountaines of buſhes 
and briers, was trailed through the thickeſt of them, and ſo 
all corne and rent, not only un his cloaths, but alſo in his hands 
and face and almoſt his whole bodie. Ar laſt the boy remem- 
bring God, and beſecching him of helpe and aſliſtance, the 
cruell fiends brought him backe againethrough the aire, and 
ut him 1n at alitrle window into a chamber in his fathers 
Fouls, where after much ſearch and griefe for him , hee was 
found in this pittitull plight,and almoſt beſide himſelf, And 
thus though - had nor power to depriue him of his life, as 
they had done the former, yer the Lord ſuffered them to afflit 
the parents in theſonne, for the good of both parents and ſon 
if they belonged vnto the Lord. 
Theatr. bift. Bur aboue all, chis is moſt ſtrange which hapned in a town 
Let not the of Miſina, inthe ycare of our Lord God 1552, theeleuenth 
v6.4 m__ of Septeinber ; where a cholericke father ſceing his ſonne 
J:Gredir the Mlacke about his bulineile, wiſhed he might neuer ſtirre from 
truch thereof, that place : for it was no ſooner (aid, bur done, his ſon ſtucke 
ſecing we read faſt in the place, neither by any meanes poſlible could be re- 


how Lets wife qr oued, no not ſomuch as to fit or bend his body, till by che 
was turned in- 7 


to a pillar of praters of che Faichfull his paines were ſomewhar mitigated, 
Cale , Gen. 19. though nor remirred: clirec yeares he continued ſtanding, 
& Corab with with a poſt at his backe for his caſe, and foure yeares ſictingy 
his Compani art cheend whereof he died ; nothing weakened in his vnder- 
ſwallowed of ; d; . ; : 
tanding, bur profeſſing the faich,and nor doubting of his ſal- 


thcearth, Nu. 


mer. 16, which uationin Chriſt Ieſfus. When he was demanded ac any time 


Granger how he did: he anſwered moſt viually, That he was faſtened 
than this, PO 1 RANT TW EEO DE +7 0! 
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of God,and that it wasnot in man but in Gods mercy for him 195 
co be relealed. 


lohn Peter ſonne in law to Alexander that crucl Keeper of Aftsand Mo- 


Newpate being a molt horrible ſwearerand blaſphemer, vied Puments. pag. 


conunonly tolay, [f it benot true, ] pray God I may rot cre 
I die: and not in vaine, for he rotted away indeed, and ſo dy- 
ed in miſerie. 

Huher we may adde a notable example of a certaine yong a as and Mo- 
gallant that was amonſtrous ſwearer, who riding in the Com- numents, page 
panic ofdiuers gentlemen, began to [weare and moſt horribly 2105: 
blaſpheme che name of God: ynto whom one in the compa- 
nie with gentle words ſaid, he ſhould one day anfwerfor that: 
the Yonker taking ſnutfe therear, Why (ſaid he) rakeſt thou 
though for me ? Takethought for thy winding ſheet. Well 
(quoth the other) amend, for death giueth no warning, as 
ſoone commeth a lambes skin to the marker, as an old ſheeps, 

Gods wounds (faid he) care not thou for me: raging ſtill on 

this manner worſe and worſe, till at length ns on their 
journey, they came riding ouer a great Feder, ypon which 
this gentleman ſwearer ſpurred his horſe in ſuch ſort, that he 
ſprang cleane ouer with the man on his backe, who as hee was 
going, cried, Horſe and man and alltothe Diue!ll, This ter- 
rible ttory Bithop Rzaley preached and vrtered at Paxlscrolle: 
and one Haines a Miniſter of Cornwall (the reprehender of 
this man) was the reporter of it to Maſter Fox, out of whom 
I have drawne jt, Let vs refrainethen (wretches that we arc) 
our diuel;ſh tongues, and leaue off to prouoke the wrath of 
Godany longer againſt vs : let vs forbeare all wicked and cur- 
ſed ſpeeches, and acquaint our ſelues as well in word as in 
deed, co praiſe and glorific God. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


P uniſhments for the contempt of the Word and Sacra- 
ments ; and abuſe of holy things. 


P@2 Ow ic is another kind of taking the Name of God 
NIP in vaine, to deſpiſe his Word and Sacraments : 
AZKAD for like as among earchly princes, it 1s accounted 

£9Y.& a crime no lee than treaſon, either to abuſe their 

pictures, tocounterfeit ordepraue their ſcales, rorent, pollute, 

or corrupt their letters patents, or to vic vnreuerently their 

mellengers, or any thing thatcommerh from them : So with 

the Prince of heauen it 1s alin of high degree, cicher to abuſe 

his Word prophanely, which is the letters patents of our ſal- 

uation ; or handle the Sacraments vnreuerently, which are the 

ſeales of his mercic ; or todeſpiſe his Miniſters, whichare his 

mellengers vnto vs, And this he maketh knownevnto vsnot 

only by Edits and Commandments, but alſo by examples of 

his vengeanceon theheads ofthe offendors in this caſe, For 

1 Cor. 11. 29, the former,looke what Pau! ſaith, Thatfor the vnworthy re- 
39. cemuing of the Sacraments, many were weake and {ick among 

the Corinthians, and many ſlept. How much more then for 

the abuling and contemning the Sacraments ? And the Pro- 

Plal.g0.16,17. phet Daxid, That for caſting the Word of God behinde 
chem , they ſhould haue nothing to do with his Couenant. 

How much more then for prophaning and deriding his 

Word? And Hoſes, when the people murmured againft 

Exod. 16.8: him and Aaroy, ſaith , That their murmurings were not 
againftthem,which were bur Miniſters, bur apainſt the Lord. 

How much more then is the Lord enraged, when they arc 

ſcotted at, derided, and ſer at naught ? Hence it is that the 

Deut.4.2- Lord denounceth a Wo to him that addeth or takerth away 


& 12.13 fromthe Word; and calleththem dogs that abuſe ſuch preci- 
Apoc. 22. 18. 


tþ.20, 6, OPS pearles. 
| Froyerb.3 Bur ler vs come tothe examples wherein the grieuouſnesof 


thus 


Goat Tudgtments; the Word and Sacraments. 


this ſin willy more open than by any words can be expreſſed. 

Firſt, to begin with the houſe of Iſrael, which were the 
ſole ſelect people of the Lord, whom he had choſen our of all 
other nations of the world,to be his owne peculiar flocke,and 
is chiefe treaſure, aboue all other people of the earth , and a 


kingdome of Prictts, and a holy Nation ; when as they con- Exod. 19. 6. .. 


remned and deſpiſed his Word ſpoken vuto them by his pro- 
phets, and caſt his law behinde their backe, he gauc them oner 
intothe hands of their enemies, and of Ammi made them Lo- 
ammi ; chat is, of his people, made chem not his people : and 
of Rubama, Loruhama ; that 1s, of ſuch as had tound mercie 
and Fauourat Gods hand, a nation that ſhould obtainno mer- 
cienor fauour, as the Propher Hoſea ſpeaketh. 

This we ſee plainly verificd firft in the ten tribes, which vn- 
der leroboam tell away from the Scepter of Iuda:for afterthar 
the Lord had ſundry times on 5. them by many particular 
puniſhments,as the famin,{word,and peſtilence,fortheir ido- 
lacry and rebellion to his law;at thelaſt in theninth yere of the 
raign of Hoſhea king of Iſrac], he brought vpon thema final 
and general deſtruc&tion,and deliuered them into the hands of 
che king of Aſhur,who caried them away captwe into Afliria, 
and placed them in Hala and in Habor, by the rnier of Go- 
ſan,and in the cities of the Medes;and in ſtead of them ſeated 
the men of Babel, of Cuchah, Aua, Hamath, and Sepharuaim, 
in the cities of Samaria, T hus werethey vtterly rooted vp,and 
ſpucd out of the land of their inheritance,and their portion gi- 
uen vnto ſtrangers,as was threatned to them by the mouth of 


Aofes the ſeruant of the Lord : and the cauſe of all thisis ſer ye. .s. 
down by the holy Ghoſt,2 Kirg.17.13.to be,for thatthough 2 King.17.13. 


the Lord had teſtified to them by all his prophets and ſeers, 
ſaying, Turn from your exill wayes, and keepe my commande- 
ments and my ſtatutes, according to allthe Lawwhich I com- 
manded your fathers : neuercheletle they would not obey, bur 
hardned their necks:& then it followeth in the 18 verſe, Ther- 
fore the Lord was exceeding wrath with Iſrael, and put thews 
our of his fight, and none was left but the Tribe of Iyda encly. 
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2 Chron. 26. 
15, 16. 


Heb.10:2 8,2 oO. 


Now though the kingdome of Tuda continued in good 
eltace long afcer the deſolation ot rhe ten tribes, (torthis hap. 
ned in theraigne of Ahaxz king ot luda yer atcerward in the 
raigne of Zedekiah, the great and famous citic Ieruſalem was 
craken by Nabuchadnezzar the king ot Babcl,and viterly ry. 
ined anddefaced: the glorious and ſtately temple of the Lord, 
built by Salomo, the wonder of che world, was burnt down 
ro aſhes, cogether with all the houles of Ieruſalem, & all other 
great houſes in che land: all che rich vellels and furnicure of 
che temple, of gold, (1luer,and bralle, were carried to Babel by 
N.bazaradanthe chicte ſteward, The King himſelfe was 
bound in chaines, and after he had ſeen his own ſons ſlain be. 
tore hiscyes, had his owne eyes put out, that he might neuer 
more take comfort of the light. The prieſts and all the greateſt 
andrichelt of the people were carried away in captiuitie, and 
only the poore were lett behindeto drelle the vines and rilthe 
land. Now what was the cauſe of this lamentable deſtmiRion 
of this holy City, of the Temple and SanCtuary of the Lord, 
and of his owne people: it is ſer downeby the holy-Ghoſt in 
exprelle word, 2 Chro, 36.15, 16. That,#hen the Lord ſent 
vnr0 them by his Meſſengers, riſing early, and ſending, becauſe 
he had compaſſion on them, and on his habitation, they mocked 
the Meſſengers of God, defþiſed his words, and miſuſed hi: 
Prophets:and therfore the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his 
people, and there was noremedic. Behold herethe grieuous 
judgement of the Lord vpon ſuch as contemned his Word, 
and deſpiſed his Prophets. _ | 

Thus was the firſt city and templedeſtroyed : and did th 
ſecond fare any better ? no verily, but far worſe: for as their 
{in was greater, in that the former Iewes contemned-only the 
Word ſpoken by the Prophets which were but ſeruants,theſe 
deſpiſed the Word ſpoken by the Son himſelfe , which isthe 
Lord of lite; ſotheir puniſhment was alſothe greater : for 2s 
the Apoſtle ſaith, /f they which des þiſed Moſes Law died 
without mercy,how much ſorer puniſhment are they worthy of, 
which tread vnder foot the Sonne of God, and count the blout 
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of the T eſt ament as an vnholy thing ,and neglett ſogreat ſalua- 199 
tiongwhich firſt began to be preached by the Lord himsſclfe,and Heb. 2. 3. 
afterward was confirmed by them which heard him.Therctore 
the deſtruction of the ſecond city and temple by T#1725 and 
Ueſþaſian Emperors of Rome, was far more lamentable than 
chat of the former : yea, {oterrible and tearetull was the judge- 
ment of God vpon that nation at this tune, that neuer the hike 
calamitie & nuſerie was heard or read of :thereat theſicge of 
leruſalem che famin was fo great within the walls, and the 
ſword fo terrible without, that within ghey were conſtrained 
to eat not only leather and old ſhoo's ,'Vut horſe-dung, yea 
their owne excrements, and ſome to deuour their owne chil- 
dren: and as many as ifJued out were crucified by the Ro- 
mans, as they had crucified the Sauior of the world, till they 
had no more wood to naile them on. So that it was moſt true 
which our Sautor foreprophelied, That ſ#ch ſhould be the tri- Math, 24. 21 
bulation of that time, as was not from the beginning of the 
world, nor ſhould be againe to the end, Atthis deſtruction pe- 
riſhed cleuen hundred thouſand Tewes, as Hiſtorians report ; 
belides them which VeSþa/ianilew in ſubduing the countrey 
of Galilee: oucr and belides them alſo which were ſould and 
ſentinto /Xpgypt and other prouinces, to vile ſlauerie , to the 
number of ſcuenteene thouſand: two thouſand were brought 
with Titrz4 1n triumph ;of which, parthe gaueto be deuoured 
of wilde beaſts, ba 3 part otherwiſe moſt cruelly were flaine. 
By whole caſe allnations may take example, what ir is to re- 
ject the viſitation of Gods veritic being ſent vnto them, and 
much more to perſecute them whuch be {ent of God for their 
{aluation, And here is diligently to be obſerued che great equi- 
tic of this judgment:they refuſed Chriſt to be their King,and 
choſe rather to be ſubje vnto Ceſar;now they are by the ſaid 
(their owne) Ceſar deſtroyed, when as Chriſts ſubjeAs the 
{ame time eſcaped the danger. - 
The like example of Gods wrathfull puniſhment is to be 
noted no Jeſſe in the Romans alſo themſclues, for deſpiſing 
O jj ___ Chniſt 
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Chriſt and his Goſpel: for when Tiberizs Neyo the Empe. 
ror hauing receiued by letters from Ponting Plat, a true re. 
port of the doings of Chriſt leſus, ofhis miracles, reſurre&i- 
on,and aſcention into heauen,& how he was receiued as God 
of many yy men, was himſeltemooued wirh beleefe of the 
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ſame, anddid confer thereof with the whole Senat of Rome, 
ro hauc Chriſt adored as God. Bur they not agreeing thereun. 
ro, refuſed him, becauſe that contrary to the law of the Ro. 
mans, he was conſecrated (1a1d they) tor a God beforethe Se. 
natof Rome had decreed and approued him, Thus the yaine 
Senat which were contented with the Emperor to rajgn ouer 
them, were not contented with the mecke King of glory, the 
Sonne of God, to berheir King ; yeathey contemyed alſo the 
preaching ofthe two blelled Apoſtles Peter and Pau, who 
were alſo moft cruelly pur to death in the later end of Domi- 
tixs Nerohis raigne, and the yeare of Chriſt 69, for the teſti. 
monie andfaith of Chriſt, And therefore after much like ſorr 
ro the lews were they ſcourged & entrapped by the ſame way 
which they did preter : forasthey preferred the Emperor,and 
rejeed Chriſt , ſo did God ſtirre vp their owne Emperours 
againſt them, in ſuch ſort, that both the Senators themſclues 
wetc all deuoured, and the whole citie moſt horribly afflicted 
the ſpace almoſt of three hundred yeares together. Neither 
were they only thus ſcourged by their Emperors, but alſoby 
ciuil wars, whereof three were fought in two yeares at Rome 
after Ners's death: as likewiſe by other caſualties: for in Se- 
ronirs 1$ teſtified, five thouſand werehurt and ſlain by fall of a 
Theatre. 

How heauic and fearefullthe judgement of God hath been 
towards thoſe ſcuen famous churches of Aſia,to the which the 
holy Ghoſt writeth his ſeuen Epiſtles, Rewe/, 2 & 3. hiſtories 
ſuthciently teſtifie, and experience ſheweth : for whereas in 
the Apoſtles time, and long after in the dayes of perſecution, 
no Churches in the world more flouriſhed : after, when they 
began to make light account of the word of God, and tofall 

away from the euch to errors, from godlines to impicties, ” 
ers _ Lord 
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Lord alſo made light account of them, and remoued his Can- 201 
dleticke, that is the miniſterie of his Goſpel, fromamongft Reucl. 2. 5. 
them, and made chem a prey vnto their enemies : and ſo they 
which before were ſubje&s to Chriſt,are now ſlaues to Mahs- 
"et ; and there where the,true God was worſhipped, isnow a 
flchy Idol adored ; and inſtead of the Goſpel of Chriſt,is the 
Turks Alcoran ; in ſtead of the ſeuen ſtars and ſeuen candle- 
ſticks, are ſeuen chouſand prieſts of ſahomer, and worſhip- 

ers of him: andthus for rhe contempt of the Goſpell of , 
Chriſt, is the Church of Chriſtians made a cage of Diuels. 

Venerable Bede1n his Eccleliaſtical hiſtorie of England re- Bedali.1.ca.rys 

porteth, That about the yeare of our Lord 4.20, after thatthe 

Britons had been leng afflicted by the Irith,PiRs,and Scots, 

and chatthe Lord had giuenthemreſt from all their enemies, 
and had bletJed chem with ſuch great plenty of corn, & fruits - 
of the earth, as had not been before heard. of, they fell into all 
manner of ſins and vices, andin ſtead of ſhewing themſelues | | 
thankfull to the Lord for his great mercies, prouoked his in- | 
dignation more fiercely againit them: foras heſaih,together 
with plenty grew ryot,and chis was accompanied with atrain 
of many other foule enormairies, eſpecially the hatred of the 
cruch, and contempt of the word of God,and that nor only in 
the Layticand ignorant people, bur euen glſo in the Clergie 
and Sheepheards of the people: for which cauſe the Lord firſt - 
ſent among them ſuch a contagious plague, that the: liuing 
were ſcarce ſufficient to bury the dead : and when by this pu- 
niſhment they were not reclaimed,chen by their own counſels. 
and procurement the Lord brought vpon them a fierce and x 
mighty nation, euenthe Saxons of Germany ;who albeit they *® 
came at firlt as heJpers and ſuccorers of them againſt their ene- | = 
mues,yeterelong proucd their ſoreſt toes themſclues,and after | 
much bloudſhed drauc them almoſt quite our of their King- 
dome, confining them into a haven, nooke,and corner of the 

ſame,where they remainetill this day :andall this came vpon 

them (faith thar reuerend Authour) for their ingraticude for 

Gods mercies, and contempt of the Word of God, 
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2 02 Apaine, wereade alictle before this, how that God ſtirred 
Adts ard Mo- Vp Gr/das a godly learned wan, topreach rotheold Britons, 
numents,pag. and to exhort them to repentance and amendment of life,and 
Ds to forewarne them of plagues to come, if they repenced not: 
: but what auailed it ? Gi/das was laughed to {corneand taken 
for a falſe Propher ; the Brittons, with whorh taces and vn. 
repcntant hearts, went forward in cheir {1nnes; and what fol. 
lowed ? God to punyſh their conteimpr of his Word and Mi. 
niſters, ſent in their enemies on cuery lice, and deſtroying 
them, gauetheirland ro other nations. 
Attsand Mo» Againe, not many yeares paſt, Almightie God ſeeing ido- 
numents, pag: Jatry, ſuperſtition, hypocrilie, and wicked Jiuing vicd in this 
p'Y land, raiſed vp that godly learned man John Wickiiffe to 
preach vntoour fathers repentance,and to cxhort then to for- 
jake their idolatrie and ſuperſtition: but his exhortations 
were not regarded , he with his ſermons was deſpiſed , his 
bookes and himſelfc after his death, were burnt: What enſu- 
cd? A moſt gricuous and heauie vengeance: they ſlew their 
lawfull King, and ſer vp three other on a row, vnder whome 
all the noble bloud was flaine vp, and halfe the Commons 
deſtroyed ; what by war in France, and ciuile diſcord amon 
themſclues, the cities and townes were decayed, and the Jang 
brought halfe to a waldernefle. O, extreme plagues of Gods 
juſt vengeance! ES: 
But theſe examples be general ouer whole nations:now let 
vs deſcend to particular judgments vpon priuat perſons , for 
contemning, {corning,or deſpiling the Word of God,theho- 
lieSacraments, and the Miniſters of the ſame. 
Nib.Hering. Hemingins a learned Diuine, in his expoſition vpon the 
_ firſt chapter of S.oh»s Goſpell reporteth, That about the 
yere 1550 there was a certaine lewd companion in Denmark, 
who had Jong made profeſſion to mocke at all Religion, and 
at deuout perſons: This fellow entering into a Church where 
there was a ſermon made by the Miniſter of the place, began 


contrary to all thoſe that were preſent, to behaue himlſelfe 
moſt 


Gods Indgements. the Word and Sacraments, 


oft prophanely, and eo ſhew by lewd countenancesand ges 
{tures,his diſlike and contempt of that holy execrciſe:ro whom 
che preacher (being inſtant vpon his bulineſle in hand) ſpake 
10t a word, but only lighing, praied vnto God,thatthis moc- 
ker might beſuppretled: who ſecing that the Preacher would 
not conteſt againkt him, but contemned his vnworthy beha- 
uior, goeth our ofthe Church, bur yer notout of the reach of 
Gods vengeance: for preſently as he patled out,atylefel from 
the houle vpon hishead, andllew him vpon the place : ajuſt 
judgement vpon ſo prophane a wretch. From whence all 
Scornersand deriders of godly ſermons, and the preachers of 
che ſame, may take example tor their aniendment, if they haue 
any grace in them. 


Chriſtopher Turke a Counſelor of Eftate to a great No- acaye. Lydins,, 
bleman in Germany, going one day to horſe, and mocking Celebrat. dext. 


203 


at a cercaine godly Nobleman who was then priſoner in his ©#/4- 


enemies hands, vrered theſe or ſuch like ſpeeches ; See what 
3s become of thele gallants, that ſung ſo much one with ano- 
ther, When any ene doth wrong vs, God ts our ſuccor and de- 
fence : but he had ſcarce ended his words, when as a ſudden 


griefe tooke him, ſo that he was forced to alight from his 


horſe, and to be carried to bed; wherein ſtead of (inging, he 
dycdin diſpaire, drawing forth his tongueas blacke as a colc, 


and hanging out of his mouth, T his happened the ninth of 
Tune, 1 547. 


The contempr ofthe Sacrament of baptiſme was moſt po- Geore.le ſeure, 
"4 lib. 3. Annals 
Miſnie. 


tably puniſhed 1a a certaine Curate of Miſnia in Thuriffg : 
whoſe cultome was whenſocuer hee had baptiſed any wo- 
men children ., in contempt of the foeminineſex, and with- 
out any regard to the holie Sacrament, to ſay , That they 
{hould not carry them backe to the houſe , bur caſt them 
into the River. This prophane Curate looking, one day 
ouer the bridge of Elbe (whichis a large and a deepe Riuer) 
how the boats did paſle ; no man touching him , nor his 
braine any way altered, but, by a ſecret judgement of God, 


fell. 
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fell ouer the bridge into the water, and was preſently drow. 
ned : that he which (o impiouſly wiſhed drowning to other, 
and that at the Sacrament of Baptiſme, was drowned hinſelf 
This happened inthe yeare 1 505. 

The contemptuous and irreuerent handling of the Word 
of God inthe pulpit,together with open hatred of the Goſpel, 
was moſt famouſly reuenged in one Nighting.ile the Parſon 
of Gondal belides Canturbury,in the raign of (Queen Mayy, 
Anno 1555. This wretched Parſon vpon dSi1roue Sunday 
(which was the third day ofthe monerh of March) making a 
Sermon to his pariſhioners, entered belide his text, into an jms 
pertinentdiſcourſe of the Articles lately ſer forth by the Popes 
authoritte, in commendation thereof, and to the diſgrace of 
the Goſpell : ſaying morcoucr thus vnto the people, My ma. 
ſers and neighbours, rejoycc and be merrie, for the prodigal 
ſonne is come home: for I know that the moſt part of you 
areas I aw, I know your hearts well enough, and I ſhall cell 
you what happened to me this weeke paſt : ] was before my 
Lord Cardinal, and he hath mademe as cleane from (in as [ 
was atthe Font-ſtone z and he hathalſo appointed me tono- 
tifie vnto youthe Bull of the Popes pardon and ſo reading 
che ſame vato them, he thanked God that eucr he liued to ſec 
that day : adding moreouer, that he belecued,that by the ver- 
rue of that Bull he was ascleanefrom (inas that night chat he 
was borne: which words he had no ſooner vttered , but the 
Lord to ſhew that he lycd, ſtroke him with ſudden death, and 
ſo he tel down our of thepulpir,neuer ſtirring hand nor foot, 
nor ſpeaking word, but there lay,an ainazement and aftoniſh- 
ment toall the people. 

Demterixs an Arrian Bihop being at Bizantium,as he was 
abour to baprtiſc one Barba: atcer his blaſphemous maner,lay- 
ing,1I baptiſethecin the nameof the Farher,through the Son, 
inthe holy Ghoſt, (which forme of words is contrary to the 
preſcriptrule of Chriſt,that bad his diſciples to bapriſe all na- 


rions, Inthe Name of the Father, the Son,and the holy Gigs 
| £6 
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the watter ſuddenly vaniſhed, ſo that hee could not then be 205 
baptiſed : wherefore Barb as all amaſcd, fled ro a Church of | 
urer Religion, and there was entertained into the Church A: 
by bapriſme. Socrates in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtoric reporteth 59474*- lib. 7 
the like accident to haue happened to a Jew, who had beene ©? '7” | 
oftentimes bapriſed, and came to P.a»/ a Nouatian Biſhop, | 
co receiue the Sacrament againe ; bur the water as before vani- 
hed ; and his villanie being detected , he was baniſhed the 
Church. - I 
Urbanut Formenſis and Fzlix Idncenſis, two Donatilts Opiat.Meltuir. | 
by profeſſion , ruſhing into Thipaſa a city of Mauritania, oo 2 CONtra 
commanded the Euchariſt to be throwne among the dogs ; Cade. pore ps 
but the dogs growing madrthereby, ſet vpon their owne Ma. © 
ſters, and rent them with their tecth, as being guiltie of de- 
ſpiling the body of Chrift, Certainly a notable judgement 
to condemne the wicked behauiour of thoſe muſcreants, who 
were ſo prophane, as not only to refuſe the Sacrament them. © 
ſclues, bur alſo to caſt it to their dogs, as if it were the vileſt ” ide lib. v\, 
andcontempribleſt thing in the world. hn 
Theopompus a Phyloſopher being abour to inſert certaine 


chingsour of the writings of oſes,nto his prophane works, 


and {0 to abuſethe ſacred Word of God, was ſtricken with a 
frenzie ; and being warned of the cauſe thereof in a dreame, 
by prayers made vnto God, recouered his ſences againe, This 1o/tpb. Antig: 
ſtorie is recorded by Joſephs. Asalſoanother of Theodettes £35: 12. cap-3, 
a Poet, that mingled his Tragedies with the holy Scripture, 
and wastherefore ſtricken with blindeneſle, vntill he had re- 4 
canted his 1mpietic. - 
laatowne of Germanie called Irz{ich, there dwelt a cer- Lether 5% þ 
raine hushandman that was a monſtrous deſpiſer and pro- ©999%4% l 
phaner ofthe Word of God and his Sacraments: he vpon a 
time amidſt his cups, railed with moſt bitter termes vpon a 
Miniſter of Gods Word ; after which, going preſently into b 
the fields ro ouerlooke his ſheepe, he neuer recurned aline, bur | 
was found there dead, with his body all ſcortched and burner 
4 blacke asa cole : the Lord hauing giuen him ouer jnco the 
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206 hands of the Diuel,to be thus vſcd for his vile prophaneneſſe 
ad abuling his holy things. This DP. /uſtza Ionas in Luthers 
Conferences reporteth to be molt crue. 
Philip. Melan, In theyeare of our Lord 1 5 53, a certaine Coblers ſeruant 
being brought vp among the protetlors of thereformed Reli. 
gion, and hauing receiued the Sacrament in both kinds, after 
living vnder Poperie, receiued it after rheir faſhion in one 
kinde ; but whenhe rewned to his old Maſter, and was ad. 
moniſhed by him to goagain to the Communion as hee was 
woonr, then his ſleepie conſcience awaked, and he fell into 
moſt horrible diſpaire, crying that he was the Diuels bond- 
ſlaue, and therewithall threw himſelf headlong our of the 
- window, ſo that with the fall his bowels guſhed our of his 
mouth, and he died moſt miſcrably. 
Sozomen lib.z2. When the preat perſecution of the Chriſtians was in Per. 
E4p. Zle ſia vnder king Sapor,in the yeare of our Lord 347, there was 
EL one Miles an holy Bilhop, and conſtant Martyr ; who prea« 
1-54 !+ ching.cxhorting,and ſuffering all manner of torments forthe 
POS + eruch of the Golpel,could not conuert one ſoule of the whole 
city whereof he was Biſhop, to the faith : wherefore in hatred 
and deteſtation of it he forewent it cleane: bur after his depw- 
ture the Lord made them worthily rue their contempt of hus 
Word; tor he lent the ſpirit of diuilion berwixt King Sap 
and them,ſotharhe canic with an army of men and three hun- 
dred Elephants yy”. it,and quickly ſubuerted ic,thattheve- 
ric apparance and memorial of a city was quite defaced and 
rooted out, For certainly this is a {ure poſition, where Gods 
word 1s generally deſpiſed, and not regarded nor proficed by, 
there ſome notable deſtruQion approchech. 
Philip. Me- 1 a certaineplace there wasacted a tragedie of the death 
(anf. in Colle- and paſſion of Chriſt in ſhew, but in deed of themſelues : for 
faneis Mavly. }e that played Chriſtspart, hanging vpon the Crotle, was 
wounded to death by him that ſhould haue thruſt his ſword 
into a bladder full of bloud tyed co his ſide ; who with his fall 
ſlew another that played one of the womens part that lamen- 
ted vnder the Crotle; his brother that was fark flaine _ 
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this, flew che murtherer, and was himſelfe by order of juſtice 2 07 
hanged therefore: ſothat this tragedic was concluded with 
toure true, not counterfeit deaths, and that by thediuine pro- 
vidence of God, who can endurenothinglelle chan ſuch pro- 
phane and ridiculous handling of fo ſerious and heauenly 
matters. In the Vniuerlity of Oxtordthe hiſtory of Chriſt was 
alſo played, and cruelly puniſhed, and thar nor many yeares 
iince :for hethat bore the perſon of Chriſt,the Lord trucke 
him with ſuch a giddinelle of ſpiric and brain,that he became 
mad forthwith, crying when he was in his beſt humor, That 
God had laid this judgement vpon him for playing Chrift, 
Three other Aftors in the ſame' play were hanged for rob- 
bing, as by crediblereport is affirmed, (| 
Mott latnentable was the judgement of God vpon leh | 
Apowel (fomerimes a ſeruing-man)tor mocking and jeaſting 
at the Word of God : This /oha eApowel hearing one W:#i- 
arm Malden reading certaine Engliſh prayers, mocked him af- 
ter euery word, with contrary gauds and flouting termes ; in- 
ſomuch that arlaſt ie was terribly afraid,ſo that his hair tood 
vprighton his _ 1 the = day _ ons OE his 
wits, crying night and day without cealing, The dwmel,the de- ; 
wel, O the Paclaf hel, now the dmel of "= he goeth : for apings. =w_— 
ſeemed to him, asthe other read, Lord haue mercy upon ws, 2103s | 
a:theend of the prayer, that the diuell appearcd vnto him, 
and by the permiſſion of God depriued him of his vnderſtan- 
ding. This 1s a terrible exanple for all choſe that be mockers 
«the Word of God, to warne them (it rhey do not repent) 
leſt che vengeance of God fall vpon then in like manner, 
Thus we ſee how ſeuercly the Lord puvriſheth all deſpiſers 
and prophaners of his holy things,and thereby ougheto learn 
to carrie a moſt dutifull regard and reuerenceto them, as allo 
to nocethem for none of Gods flocke, whoſocuer they be that 
_ or contemneany part of Religion, or the Miniſters of 
tne (atne. © F wY 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


of thoſe that prophane the Sabbath day, 
da &® ga XZ N the fourth and laſt commandment 


A Fes Sex of the firſt Table it is ſaid, Rememe- 
lu ber to keepe holy the Sabbath agg: 
& by which words it is ordained and 
06% D 2) cnjoyncd vs to ſeperate one day of 
: AD > ſeucn from all bodily and ſeruile la. 
{A , 5-7]. bor,notto idlencllc and loofnes, but 
RY) SN CA tothe worſhip of God,which is ſpi- 
ritual and wholſome. Which holy ordinance when oneot the 
children of Iſracl in contempt broke, as they were in the wil. 
dernes, by gathering ſticks vpon the Sabbath, he was brought 
before Moſes an] Aaron, and the whole congregation, and 
by them pur in priſon vntill ſuch cime as they knew the 
Lords determination concerning him: knowing well, That 
he was guiliticof a moſt grieuouscrime. And at lengrh bythe 
Lords owne ſentence to 4 ſeruant Xoſes, condemned to be 
ſtoned to death without the hoſt, as was ſpeedily executed, 
Wherein the Lord made knowne vnto them, both how v- 
£5mm and odious the prophanation of his Sabbath was in 


is ſight, and how ſeriouſly and carefully euery one oughtto 
obſcruc and keepethe ſame. Now albeic that this tri obſer- 
uation of the Sabbach was partly ceremoniall vnderthe Law, 
and that in Chriſt Jeſus we haue anaccompliſhment,as of all 
other, ſoallo of this ceremonie, (Hebeing the true Sabbath, 
and aſſured repoſe of our ſoules) yer ſecing we (till ſtand in 
need of ſome time for the inftruttion and exerciſe of our 
Faich, isnecellarie chat we ſhould haue atleaſt one day 103 
wecketo occupie our ſeluesin and abeutthoſe holy and god- 


ly exerciſcs, which arc required at our hands ; and a day 
% ca 


Gods Indgements.. the Sabbath day. 


frter for that purpoſe than Sunday ?which was alſo ordai- 
ned in the Apoſtles time forthe ſame end.and called by them 
Dies Dominica, that is, the day of ous Lord: becauſe vpon 
that day hee roſe trom the dead,to wit,the morrow after the 
Jewe Sabbath, beeing the firſt day of the weeke : to which 
Sabb*a-hit by common conſene of the Church ſucceeded, to 
che end that a difference nught be pur berwixt Chriſtians and 


lewes. Therefore it ought now religiouſly to be obſerued, Cod [1.3.tit-1> 


209 


25 it is alfocommaunded inthe Ciule law, with expretle pro- ©$:* 0: 


hibicion nor toabuſe thisday of holiercſt, in vnholie ſports 
and paſtimes of euil] exainple. Neuertheletle in ſtead heere- 
of wee vſethe emll employance,abuſe, and diſorder of it for 
che moſt part : for belide che falſe worſhip and plentiful 
ſuperſtitions which reigne in ſo manic places, all manner of 
diſorder ar d diflolutenetle is in requeſt, and bearcch ſway in 
theſe dates : this js the day for tipling houſes and rauernes to 
be fulleſt fraught with ruthans and ribalds, and for villanous 
and diſhoneſt ſpeech, with lecherous and baudie ſongs to 
be moft rite: this 1s the day when gourmandiſe ard drunken- 
netlethew chemſelues moſt frolicke, and oathes and blaſphe- 
mies flie chickelt and faſteſt : this is che day when dicing, 
dauncing,whoring, and ſuch noyſomeand diſhoneſt demea- 
nours, muſter their bands and keepe ranke together ; from 
whence foane out enuies, hatreds, diſpleaſures,quarrels, de- 
bates, bloud(l;eddings, and murthers,as daily experience te- 
ſtiferh. All which chingsare cuident ſignes of Gods heauie 
diſpleaſure vpon che people wherertheſe abuſesare permitted, 
and no difference nadeot that day wherein God would bee 
ſerued, but is contrarily moſt diſhonorcd by the ouerflow of 
wicked examples. 

And thar it 1s athing odiousand condemned of God,theſe 
examples tollowing will declare. Gregorie T wronenſis repor- 
ecth, Thata husbandman, who vpon che Lords day went to 
plow his field, as hecleanſed his plow-ſhare with an yron, the 

yron ſtucke ſofaſt into his hand, that for two yeares hee could 
P noe 
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210 not bedeliuered from ir, bur carried ir about continually tg 
Diſcipulus de Þ1S excceding great paine andſhame. Another prophane fel. 
rempore, =\Jow, without any regard of God or his ſeruice, =S no con- 
[EAR « ſcience to conuey his corne out of the field on the Lords da 
in Sermon time z but he was wel rewarded for his godlelſeco- 
uctouſnelle: for the ſame corne which with ſo much carehee 
gathered together, was conſumed with fire ftromheauen,wich 
the barne and all the graine that was 1n it. 

A certaine Nobleman vſed euery Lords day togoe a hun- 
ting in the Sermon while ; which 1mpietic the Lord puniſhed 
with this judgement: he cauſed his wife to bring fortha child 
wich a head like a dog, that ſeeing he preterred his dogges be. 
fore the fcruice of God,he might haue one of his ownegetting 
ro make much of. 

Tob Fincel.i,3, * Ar Kimſtat a towne 1n France, thereliued in the yeareof 
Ae Mirace our Lord 1559 a Certaine couetous woman,who wasſo cage 
vpon the world, and greedy of gaine,that ſhee would neither 

frequent the Church to heare the word of God her (elfe, nor 

ſ affer any of her family to doe it, bur continually abode labo- 

ring and toyling about drying and piiling flax, and doing o- 

ther domeſticall bulinefles: neither would ſhee be reclaymed 

by her neighbours, who admoniſhed and dehorted her from 

juch vntiimely workes. One Sabbath day as they werethus 

buſily occupied, fire ſeemed toifſue among the flax, without 

doing any hurt ;the next Sabbath day it tooke fire indeed, but 

was quickly extin&t :forall this ſhe continued obſtinar in her 
prophaneneſlceuen thethird Sabbath, when the flax again tz 

king fire,could not be quenched till it had burnt her and two 

of her children to death ; for though they were recouered out 

of the fire aliue, yer the next day they all three died, And that 

which was moſt to be wondred at, a young infant in the 

cradle was takenout of the middeſt of the flame withdut any 

hurt, Thus God vſeth to exerciſe his judgements vpon the 

contemners of hiscommandements. | 

$et.12.c2p.6, Ihe Cencuriators of Magdeburge, entreating of the goes 
ners 


Theat .hiſtor. 


Fers of Chriſtians, made report out of another hiſtorie, that a 
certaine husbandman (in Parochia Gemilacenſt) grinding 
corne vpon the Lords day, the meale began ro burne , Arno 
Dom.1126,which though it migheſeeme to be a thing meere 
caſuall,yet they ſer ic downe as a judgement of God ypon him 


for breaking the Sabbath. As allo of that which they ſpeake x celeſraſt. hil 
in the ſame place of one of the kings 0” Denmarke, who when Cent.12.ibid. | 


25 hee (contrariero the admonirion of the Prieſts, whodelired 
him to deferre it) would needs vpon the day of Penticoſt 
make warre with his enemie, dicd in the battell. But that 
may be better knowne to vsall, which is written in the ſecond 
Booke of Machabees, of Nicanor he Tewes enemie, who 
would needs ſer vpon them on the Sabbath;fro:m which when 
other the Iewes chat were compelled to be with him,could no 
way difluadehim,he was flaine inthe bactel},and moſt miſera- 
bly but deſeruedly handled,euen theparts of his bodie ſhame- 
fully diſmembred, as in that Hiſtoric you may read more at 
large. 


Therefore in the Councell at Paris euery one labouring tO Concil.Pariſe 
perſuade vnto a more religious keeping of the Sabbath day, lib.1.C4p-50- 


when they had jultly complayned, that (as manie other 
things) ſo alſo the obſeruation of the Sabbath was greatly 
decayed through the abuſe of Chriſtian lihertie ; in that men 
too much followed the delights of the world, andtheir owne 
worldly pleaſures, both wicked and dangerous : They fur- 
ther adde, Multi nanque noſtrumwiſugnulti etiam quorun- 
dam relatu didicimm, Fe. For many of vs haue beene eye- 
witnelles, raany haue intelligence of itby therelation of others 
that ſome men vpon this day beeing about their husbandrie, 
haue beene ſtricken with thunder, ſame haue beene maimed 
and made lame, ſome haue had their bodies (cuen bones 
andall) burnt in a moment with viſible fire, and haue 
conſumed to aſhes, and many other judgements of God 
hauc beene, and are dayly ; Whereby it is declared, 
that God is offended with the diſhonour of ſo high a day. 
P 1) | And 
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And our time hathnot wanted examples in this kinde, who? 
ſocuer hath obſerued chem, when ſamerimes in thetaires Vp- 
en this day the wares haue ſwum in the ftreers ; ſometimes 
the {caffolds at playcs hauctalne down,to the hurting and en 
dangering of many : ſometime onething, ſometime another 
haue fallen out, to the great damage and hurr of many that 
haue made no conſcience of this day ; yea, often 'to the en. 
dangering of their liues : and thar which is moſt ſtrange 
within theſe late yeares, a whole towne hath becne twice 
burn for the breach of the Sabbath by the enhabitants, as 
all men judged : The juſt report thereof 1 palle ouer heere 
to ſet downe, vntill ſu cime as I ſhall bee better inſtru- 
Qed. 

Famous and memorable alſo is that example which hap. 
pened at London in the yeare 15 8 3 at Paris garden, where, 
vpon.the Sabbarh day, were gathered cogether (as accufto- 
mably chey vſed) great multitudes of prophane people to 
behold the ſport of Beare-baiting , withoutreſpe&t of the 
Lords day , or any exerciſe of Religion required therein ; 
which prophane impietie, ths Lord that he might chaſten in 
ſomeſorr, and ſhew his diſlike thereof, he cauſed the ſcaffolds 
ſuddenly to breake, and the beholders to tunible headlong 
downe ;{othat to the number of eighr perſons, men and wo- 
men, were {laine therewith , belides many others which 
were ſore hurt and bruiſed, tothe ſhortening of their dayes. 
The like example happened at a Towne in Bedfordfhire, 
called Rilley , in the yeare 1 605 : Wherethe floore of 2 
chamber , whercin a number were gathered together to 
ſee a play on the Sabbath day , fell downe, by meanes 
whereof many were ſore hurt, and ſome killed, Surely, 
a friendly warning to, ſuch as more delight chemſclues 
with the crueltie of beaſtes, and vaine ſports, than with 
the workes of mercieand Religion, the fruzts of a trucfaith, 
which ought to bee the Sabbath dayes exerciſe. And thus 
much tor the examples of the firſt Table, whergof i 

VFA a. 
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ſceme to exceed credit,by reaſon of the ſtrangenelle of them, 213 
yer let vs know,chat nothing is impoſſible to God ; and that 
hee doth often worke miracles to controll the obftinat umpic- 
tic and rebellion of mortall men againſt his commaundc- 
ments. Beſides, there is not one example here mentioned, but 
it hatha credible or probable Author for the auoucher of it, 
Let vs now our of all chis that hath beene ſpoken, gather vp 
this wholeſomeleſTon, to loue God with all our heart and aft- 
feftion, to the end wee may worſhip him, inuocate his holy 
name, and repoſe all the confidence of our ſaluation 
vpon him alone through Chriſt Iceſus, ſeeking 
by pleaſing and obeying his will, to ct 
forth his glorie, and render him 
ducthankesforall his 
benefits. | 
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CHAP. 16 


d 0f rebellious and ſlubborne Children to- 
wards their Parents. 


>S' Ec haue feene in the former Booke, 
(< what puniſhments they haue incur- 
© red, that. either maliciouſly or other- 
a wiſc hauctranſpreſlcd and brokenthe 

k commandements of the firſt Table: 

RL:/ Now it followeth to diſcover thecha- 

Mt] 64 ſtiſements which God hath ſent vp- 

L on thetranſgreiſors of the ſecond T1 
{ ble. And firſt concerning the firſt Commandement thereof,” 

| which is, Honour thy father and mother, that thy dayes may 

"1 beprolongedin the land which the Lord thy God hath ginen 

Gen. 9, thee. Cham one of old Noah's ſons, was guiltie of the breach 

of this commandement ; who in ſtead of performing tha re- 

uerence to his father which he ought, (and that preſently after 

the deluge, which being yer freſh in memorie, might haue 

taught him to walkeinthe feare of God) came ſo ſhort of his 

dutie, that when he ſaw his nakednefle, he did not hide it, but 

mocked & jeaſtedat it: for which cauſe he was curſed both of 

his father,& of God,in the perſon of his yongeft ſon Chanaan 

Num. z3, and madea ſeruant co the ſeruants of his brethren: which curſe 

weue7:  Wasfulfilledinhis poſteritie the Canaanites, who _—_ _ 
en 


ſaken of God, wererooted vp and ſpued out of their land, be- 


cauſe of their ſinnes and abhominations. 


Cod: Tudetments, Otdiſobedient Children: 


Maruellous ſtrange was the malice of Abſo/on, to rebell 2Sam 15. 


ſo furiouſly againſt his facher Daxid, as to wage warre a- 
gainſt him: ich he didwithall his ſtrongeſt endeauours, 
without ſparing any thing that might further his procee- 
dings: infomuch thathe grew to that outrage and madneſle, 
chrough the wicked and pernitious councell of Achitophel, 
that he ſhamed notvillanouſly ro commit inceſt with hus fa- 


thers concubines, and pollute his bed cuen before the eyes of 28am. r6. 


the multitude : by which meancs becing become altogether 


odious and abhominable, he ſhortly atcer loſt the battell ; 3 Sam. 18 


wherein though himſelte receiued no hurt nor wound, yet 
was he not therefore quit ; but being purſued by Gods juſt 
judgement, fell vnwitcingly into the ſnare which he had de- 
ſerued : for ashe rode along the forreſt, to ſauc kimſelfe from 
his fachers armie ; his moyle carrying him vnder a thicke oke, 
lefr him hanging by the haire vpon a bough betwixt heauen 
andearth, vncill being found by 794d, he was wounded to 
death with many blowes. Whereby cuery man may plainely 
ſee that God wanteth no meanes to puniſh ſinners when 1t 
pleaſerh him z but maketh the dumbe and ſenceleſle creatures 
the inſtruments of his vengeance: for hee that had eſcaped 
the bruntand danger of the battaile , ( and yet not hauing 
therefore eſcaped the hand of God) was by a bruit beaſt 
brought vnder a ſencelelle tree*, which God had appointed 
ro catch hold of himasanexccutioner of his juſt judgement : 
which if we con{ider, is as ſtrange and wonderfull an acci- 
dent as may «poſſible happen zand yer ſuch an one as God 
himſelfe prouided, to puniſh this wicked, proud, and rebelli- 
ous wretch withall : for ſeeing his outrage and villanie wasſo 
great astorebell againſt his father, and ſo good and kinde a 
tather towards him as he was, it was moſt juſt, that he ſhould 
endure ſo vile a puniſhment, Beſide, heerein God would 
doubtles lay open to the eyes of allthe world, a fearefull ſpe- 
Cale of his judgements againſt wicked and diſobedient chil- 
P 1 dren, 
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dren, thereby to terrific the moſt impudent and malicious 
wretches chat liue,from this horrible ſinne. And for the ſame 
cauſe it was his pleaſure,that that wicked and falſe Achjtophe/ 
ſhould fall into extreame 1gnominic and confulion for forſa- 
king Daxid, and ſetting forward with counſell and prefence 
yong Abſolon againſt his farher;for which cauſe with deſpair 
hc hung himſclfe. Now by this example it is ealteto percetue, 
how vopleaſant this ſinne 1s in Gods light, and how much he 
would haue euery man to hate and detelt it, ſeeing that Na- 

rure herſelte reacherh and inſtruceth vsſofar,as to yeeld dury 

and obedience vnto thoſe that begat, nouriſhed, and brought 

vp. - 

« UP WEE all this, yet is the world full of il] ad. 

uifed and iI nurtured yourh,that are little letTe diſobedient vn. 

rotheir parents than Abſolox was, as Adramalech and Sara- 


2.King-19-37 ſar chat ſlew their father Sennacherib as hee was worſhipping 


Grez.of Tours 
fourth boo 


in the Temple of N:/rerh his god : but whereas they looked 
for theſoueraigntie,they loſt the benefit of ſubieftion,& were 
baniſhed into Armenia,thcir brother Eſarhaddon raigning in 
their ſtead, 

Gregorie of Tours maketh mention of one (74-4 the 


):c. ſonne of (orarims King of Fraunce, who hauing conſpired 


crecheroully , and ray{ed warre againſt his father, together 
wich the earle of Brictain his ſupporcer,were both vanquiſhed 
and pur to flight ; but the Earle was {laine in the purſuit : The 
Prince himlelte alſo (thinking to eſcape by ſea, where lay 
prouided certaine ſhippes readie to recciue him) was inthe 
mid way ouertaken , together with his wife and children, 
whome hee purpoled to makepartakers of his fortune, and 
were altogecher (by the exprclſe commaundement of his 
father) ſhut vp ina little houſe, and there burned together. 
In his wiſe did (lotarixs reuenge the trechericand rebellion 
of his ſonne aſtera more ſcuere,cruell, and fierce manner than 
King :Daniddid, who would haue ſaued his ſonne eAbſc- 
loas lite, notwithſtanding all his wickednelle, and malici- 
ous and furiousrebellion: but this man comtrariwiſc —_ 
Ee Re as beretc 


bereft of all fatherly afteRion, would vicno compaſſion co- 
wards his ſonne, but commanded ſo cruel] anexecution to be 

erforimed not onely vpon him,bur ypon his daughter in law 
alſo, and their children, perchance aJrogerher innocent and 
guilclelle of chat crime. . A vent rareand ſtrange example, 
(ceing ir 1s commonly leene, chat grandfathers vſe more to 
cheriſh and cocker their childrens children than their owne. 
Therefore we mult thinke, that it was the prouidence of God 
to leaue behind a notable example of his moſt juſt and righ- 
reous [eueririe againit diſobedient and rebellious children, to 
the end to amaſe and ſcare all others from enterpriſing the 


jjke, 


Philip (ſominexs hath recorded thetreacheroustragedic of 71;ti» comi. 


2Cits in the 
rcion of Leyw:s 


2 moſt wicked and cruell ſon called Adolph (forthe World 
waxeth cuerie day worſe than other)that camein an euening 
ſuddenly totake his father the Duke of Gilderland priſoner, 
eucn as he was going to bed, and would not giuehimſo much 
liberticas to pull on his hoſe(for he was bare legged) bunt car- 
ricd him away in all haſt, making hunmarch on foor without 
breeches fiue long Almaine miles,in a moſt cold weather:and 
then clapt him vp inche botrome ofa deep tower, wherethere 
was nolightlaue by a litle window, and there kept him cloſe 
priſoner {1x months together, After which cruell tat he him- 
{elte wastaken priſoner in like mannex,and carried bound to 
Namur, where hee lay a long time, yncill the Gaunts repriued 
himforth, and led him with them againſt Tournay,where he 
was {laine; 1n the while of his imprifonment, his father yeel- 
ding vnto nature,dilinherited himofall his goods, for his vile 
ingratitude and vnnaturall cruelty, and left the ſucceſſion of 
his dukedome to the Duke of Bourgondie. 


Inthe yeare of our Lord 1461, in a village called Tuchi, zzverr. de 
neere to Cambray, there dwelt a certaine nan (or rather a Moaſtr. vs! 2: 


beaſt) char in a great rage threw his owne mother out of his 
doores thrice in one day, and the third time told herin furie, 
That hee had rather ſeehis houſe on fire, and burnt to coles, 
thanthar ſhe ſhould abide there bur one day longer, It _ 
penic 
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pencd that the very ſame day, according to his curſed peech; 
his houſe was indeed fired, but how or whence no man could 
judge: and the fire was ſo fierce, that it conſumed to afhes 
not onely that houſe, bur allorwelue other houſes adioyning; 
which wasan cuident figure o* Gods juſt judgement in puni. 
ſhing ſo vile and vnnatural a deed by fire, ſeeing hedeſerned ac 


'theleaſt to loſe his houſe for baniſhing her our of it, that had 


borne himin her belly, and nouriſhed him wich the milke of 


her paps. 
Inchis place I may ficly inſert ewo memorable examples 
of the ſaine ſubjeR, gathered by an author of credit and fame 


£16. 4. 64+ 14+ ſyfficient, to this effeR. It is not long (Faith he) ſince a friend 


of mine,a man of a great ſpirit, and worthy to be belecued,re. 
counted to me a very ſtrange accident which, he ſaid, hapned 
to himſelfe, and proucd his ſaying by theteſtimonie of many 
wicnelles: which was this: That being vpon atime at Naples 
ata kinſmans and familiars houſe of his,he heard by nightthe 
voiceofa man crying in the ſtreet for aid, which cauſed him 
to riſeand light a candle, and run out to ſee what the matter 
was: being come out of thedoores, he perceiued a cruell and 
ougly ſhaped diuell, ſftriuing with all his force to catch and 
get into hisclouches a yong man,that ſtroue on the other ſide 
codefend himſelfe, and for teare raiſed that outcry which he 
had before heard : the youg man ſeeing him,ran to him forthe 
with, and catching faſt hold by his cloathes, and pittifully 
crying to God, wouldin no caſe let go his hold vntill hisau- 
el enciny forſookehim: and being brought into the houſcall 
diſmaiedand beſide himſelfe, would not let go his hold vn- 
eill he came to his (ences againe our of that exceeding feare, 
The cauſe of which aflaulr was, he had led all his timeamoſt 
wicked life, and had been a contemner of God, and a Rebell 
againſt his parents, vſing vile railing and bitter ſpeeches a- 
gainſt them, in ſuch ſort , that in ſtead of bleſling, they had 
layda curſe vponhim. Andthisis the firſt example. 
Concerning the ſecond, I wil alſo ſet downe the Authors 
owne words, as followeth, Of all the ſtrange things(ſaich w 
chat 


that euer I heard repore of, that which happened not long 
ſinceat Rome is moſt worthy to be remembred, of a certaine 
yong man of Gabia, borne of a baſe and poore family, but 
endued with a terrible and furious nature, and addiRed to a 
looſe and dilordinate lite. This gallant picking a quarrel with 
his owne father, in his anger reuiled him with moſt grotle 
and reprochfull tearmes : In which mad fits,as one wholly gi- 
uen ouer to the Diuell,he purpoſely departed to Rome to pra- 
&tiſe ſome naughtie deuice againſt his father : but his ghoſtly 
facher che Diuell mer him in che way, vnder the ſhape of a 
cruell and ongly fellow with athicke buſhie beard, and haire 
hanging diſorderly, and cloathes all rent and tattered;who as 
chey walked together, enquired of him why he was ſo ſad : 
He anſwered, that there had palled ſome bitrer ſpeeches be- 
ewixt hisfather and hin, and now he deuiſed ro worke him 
ſome miſchiefe. The Diuell by and by like a craftie knaue 
ſoothed him vp and faid, That healſo vpon the like occaſion 
went about the ſame praiſe, anddefired that they might pur- 
ſue both their voyage and enterpriſe together : it was ſoone 
aprecd vpon betwixt them, being like to like, asthe prouerbe 
goeth. Therefore being arrived at Rome, and lodged at the 
ſame Inne, one bed did ſerue them both ; where whileſt che 
yong man ſecurely and ſoundly (lept,the old malicious knaue 
watching his opportunitie,caught him by the throat to ſtran- 
gle him: whereat the poore wretch awoke, and cried for help 
ro God, ſo that the wicked ſpirit was conſtrained to forſake 
him without performing his purpoſe, and to flee out at the 
chamber withſuch force and violence , that the houſe roofe 
crackt, and the tyles clattered downeaboundantly. Thehofſt 
of the houſe being awaked with the noyſe, cryed out to know 
whatthe matter was, & running into thechamber where this 
noyſewas, withacandle in his hand, found thepoore young 
man all alone betwixt dead and aliue, of whonie (recouered) 
he learnt out the whole rruth, as hach been told : but hee af- 
terthusterrible accident repented him of his wicked life, and 
was 
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was touched with the ſence of his grieuous ſinne ſo neatly, 
chateuer after he leda morecircumſpe& and honeſt life, Thus 
much we finde written n that Author, 

Henry the fifth inſpired with the furies of the Pope of 
Rome, made warre vpon his father Heyry the fourth, vexin 
him with ctuell and often battels,and not cealing till hee ha 
ſpoiled him of his Empire, and cill the Biſhop of Mentz had 
proudly and inſolently taken from him his Imperiall orna. 
mentseuen in his preſcnce:bur the Lord in recompence of his 
vnnaturall dealing, made him and his arwy a prey vnto hig 
enemies the Saxons, and to flic before them, ftirring vp alſo 
the Pope of Rome to be as gricuous a ſcourge vnto him, as he 
had beenc before time to his father, Now asthe ambition of a 
kingdome was the cauſe of this mans ingratitude,ſoin the ex. 
ample following,pride and diſdaine ruled,and therefore he is 
ſo much the more to be condemned,by how much a kingdom 
is a ſtronger cord to draw men to vice,thana mansowne a 
tection, 

There was (faith 1arlins) an old man crooked with age, 
diſtrelſed with pouertie, and almoſt pined with hunger, that 
had a ſonrich,ſtrong,aud far,of whom heintreated nogoldar 
{iluer,or poſleſſion, but food and ſuſtenance for his bellic,aud 
clothes for his backe, but could not obtain ir ar his hands: for 
his proud heart,cxalted with proſperitie, thought it a ſhame 
and diſcredit to his houſe,to beborne of ſo poore and baſepa- 
rentage, and therefore not onely denied himreliefe, bur alſo 
diſclaimed him from beeing hus father, and chaſed himaway 
with bitter and crabbed reproaches. The poore old manthus 
cruelly handled,let teares fall as witnelle of his griefe, andde- 
parted comforclelle from his Tygre-minded ſonne. But the 
Lord chat gathereth vp thetears of the innocent, Jooked down 
from heauen 1n juſtice,and ſent a furie into the ſences and vii 
derſtanding of this monſtrous ſon, that as he was void of 0a- 
cure and compaſiton, ſohee might be void of reaſon and diſ- 
cretion forcuerafter, = Cs 


Anoe 
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Another not ſo cruell and diſdainful asthe former, yetcru- 227 

ell 3nd di{dainfull enough to plucke downe Vengeance vpon Manlixs in cole 

h1shead, would not ſee his farher a nor yet abjure {#ax. 

him astheother did ; but yet vndertaking to keepe him, vſed 

him more like a ſlauechan a father : for wizat ſhould bee too 

deare for him that giues vs lite ? yer euery good thing was too 

deare for this poore tather. Vpona time a daintic morlell of 

meat was vpon the boord to beeaten, which as ſoone as hee 

caine in hee conueied away, and foiſted in courſer viftuals in 

the roome. Bur marke what his dainties turned to : when the 

ſeruant went to ferch it againe , hee found in ſtead of meat p;q,, 5; ahud 
ſnakes,and of ſauce ſerpents, to the great terrour of his con- authorem. | 
ſcience : but that which 1s more, one of the ſerpents leaped of 
in his face, and catching hold by his lip, hung there ill | 
his dying day , ſothat hee could neuer teed himfelfe, bur 
hee nut feed the ſerpent withall, And this badge cars- 
ried hee abour as a cogniſance of an ynkinde and vngrate- 
full ſonne. 


Moreouer this is another judgement of God,thatcommon- CL -| 
ly as children dale with their parents, ſo doe their children | 
deale with them: and this in the law of proportion 1s moſt 
juſt,and in che order of | qo mot vſual] : for the proote 
whereof as cxperiencedaily teachech, ſo one example or two 
[ will ſubjoyne Ir isreported how a certaine vnkind and per= 74.4 hiſt. 
uerſe ſonne bear his aged father vpon a time, and drew him | 
by che inaire of his head to the threſhold : who when hee was 
old was likewiſe beaten of hisſonne, end drawne alſo by the 
haireof the head not tothe threſhold, bur our of dooxes into 
thedurt ; and how hee ſhould ſay he was rightly ſerued, if he 
had lefc him attherhreſhold,as he left his he not dr: g- 
ged him into the ſtreers, which hee did not to his. Thus did 
his owne mouth beare record ot his impiecy,and his own con- 
ſcience condemne him before God and men. - = 

Another old man being perfuaded by his ſonne (that had ©##lthLugai.. 
maried a young wite) with taire and [ugred promiſes of kind- 
nelles 
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nelſesand contentinents,to ſurrender his goods and lands yn} 
eo h1111, yeelded to his requeſt, and found tor a ſpaceall things 
to his deire: but when his often coughing annoyed his yong 
and dainty wi'e,he firſt remoucd his lodging from a faire high 
chamber co a baſe vnder roome, and atter ſhewed him many 
other vynkinde and vnchildly parts : and laſtly when the old 
in asked for cloathes, he bought toure elnes of cloathes, two 
whereothe beſtowed vpon hinz,andrelcrued the other two fo# 
hinſelte. Now his young ſonne markingthis niggardiſe of 
his father towards his grandfather, hid the two elles ofcloath, 
and being asked why he hid them(whether by ingeniouſnelle 
of wit,or inſtin& of God) heanſwered, Tothc cnd to reſerye 
them for his father,againſt he was 01d,tobe acoucring for him, 
Which anſwer touched his father ſo neere, that eucr after hee 
{hewed himſelte more louing and obſequious to his father 
than heedid before. Two great faults, but ſoone and happily 
amended, Would ic might be an example to all children, if 
not to mitigatethem, yerat leaſt to learnethem to feare how 

ro deale roughly and crookedly with their parents,ſecing that 

God puniſherh {1n withſin, and {inners jn their owne kinds, 

and meaſureth the ſame meaſure ro euery man which they 

haue meaſured vntoothers. Thelike weeread of another that 

prouided a trough for his old decrepit vnmannerly fatherto 

eat his meat in :; who beeing demanded of his ſon alſotowhat 

vſe that trough ſhould ſerue, anſwered for his graundfather : 

Vhat (quoth the —_— and muſt wee haue the like for you 

when youareold? Which words ſo abaſhed him,that he threw 

It away forthwith, 

At Millanthere was an obſtinat and vngodlie ſonne, that 
when hee was admoniſhed by his mother of ſome fault which 
hee had committed, made a wrie mouth, and pointed his fin- 
gers at herin {corneand deriſion,- Whereat his mother being 
angry, wiſhed that hee might make ſuch a mouth ypon the 
gallowes. Neither was it a vaine wiſh, for within few daies 
hee was taken with a thefr,, and condemned by layy to bee _ 

ge05 
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ed; andbecing ypon the ladder, was perceiued co wryth his 
mouth in griefe, afterthe ſame faſhion which he had done be- 
fore ro his mother in deri{10n. 

Hearieche ſecond of that name, King of England, fonne of 
Geffrey Plantagenet and Maud the Emprelle, after hee had 
raigned twentie ycares,was content to admit his young ſonne 
Heyrie (married to Margaret the French kings daughter)in- 
ro participation of his Crowne: but he hike an vnnaturall ſon 
1 requite his fathers lone, ſought todiſpotleſſehim of the 
whole ; for by inciting the king of France and certaine other 
Nobles, hee tooke armes,and railed deadly warre againit his 
owne naturall father : betwixt whome diuers ſtrong battels 
becing foughten, as well in England by the Depurics and 
friends of both parties, as alſoin Normandic, Poytou, Gui- 
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an, and Britaine ; the victoric alwayes enclined to the fa- 


ther, ſo that the rebellious ſonne with his allies were 
conſtrained to bend to his fathers will, and to deſire peace, 
which hee gently graunted, and forgaue his offence, Hows- 
beir the Lord for his diſobedience did not fo Ightly par- 
don him, but becauſe his haſtie minde could not rarrie for 
the Crowne Gill his fathers death , therefore the Lord cur 
him ſhort of ir altogether, cauſing him todic [ixeyeares be- 
fore his father, beeipg yer bur young , and like to line 
long. | 
Lothair king of Soillons in France, comnutted the rule of 
the Province of Guian to his eldelt fon Cramirzis, who when 
(contrariero the minde of his father) heoppretledthe people 
with exactions, and was reclaimed home, he like an vngrati- 
ous and 111P10US ſon,fed cohis vncle { Þ:/deber:,and prouo- 
ked himto war vpon his owne father, wherein hee himſelfe 
was ;by the juſt vengeance of God taken, and burned with 
his wife and children to death, | 
Furthermore it is not (doubrlelle) but toa verie good end 
enacted in the law of God, That hee which curſcth his father 
2r mother ſhould dic the death, and that rebellious children 
NG De and 
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and ſuch as bee incorripible, ſhould ar the inſtance and Pur: 
fuir 0. their owne parents, by order of law bec ſtoned to 
death, 

As children by all theſe examples ought not onely to learn 
to Fear e rodi{picaſe and reutle their parents, Dut allo to teare & 
reuerence chem, leſt chat by diſobedience they kindle the fire 
ot Gods wrath againſt them: ſolikewilc on che othierſide pa- 
rents are here aduerriſed to haue great care 13 bringing vpang 
inſtructing cheir children 1n the teare ot God,and obedience 
to his wilzleſt tor wanc of inſtruftion and correction on their 
parc, they themſelues incurre a puniſhnient of their carcleſſe 
negligence 1n the perſon of their children, And this 1s proued 
byexperience of the men of Bethel,of whoſe children twoand 
fortie were corne in pieces by Beares,for that they had been ſq 
euillcaughr as tomocke the holy Propher £/:2.c44, in calling 
him bald-pate. 

Hell likewil ethe high prieſt was culpable of chis fault,for 
hauing two wicked and peruerſeſonnes, whome no teare of 
God could reſtraine, breing diſcontent with that honorable 
portion of the ſacrifices alloced chem by God, like famiſhed 
and inſatiable wretches fell ro ſhare our inore than was their 
duc,and by forceto rauen all chat which by faire meanes they 
could not ger: and that which is worſe, to pollute the holy 


Contempt of Tabernacleof God with their filchie whoredomes , in ſuch 


ſort, thatthe Religion of God grew indiſgrace chroughtheir 
prophane dealings. And albeit that it may ſeeme that their 
tather did his duticin ſome ſort, when he admoniſhed and re- 
prooued them, yet it 15 manifeſt by the reprehenlion of the 
man of God, that he did no part of thatatall,or if hedid,yet 
it was in ſo carelefle, loofe,and cold manner,vſing more len 
tie than hec ought, or lefle ſeueritie than was neccllarie , that 
God curned their deftru&ious (when they were laine at the 
ouerthrow of ]ſracl by the Philiftims) to be his puniſhment: 
for vnderſtanding chedolefull newes of his ſonnes death,and 


the Arkes taking,at once, he fell backwards from his ook, 
al 


and burſt his necke,being old and heauic,cuen foureſcoreand 
cighteene yeares of age, not ablc either to helpe or ſtay him: 
ſelte. 
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David alſo wasnot free from this offence ; for hee ſonmch 2.King-1.6- 


oockered ſome of his children, that they prooued the greateſt 
plagues and ſcourges vntohim, eſpecially Abſo/oy and Ado- 
»ah: for the one openly rebelled againſthim , and almoſt 
drone him out of his kingdome; the other vſurped the ricle 


and honour of the Kingdome before his fathers death : of 


this it is recorded, That Dazid ſo cockered and pampered 
him, that hee would neuer diſpleaſe him from his youth. Bur 
ſee how hee yras puniſhed in chem for this too great lenitie; 
boca of them came to an vntimely death, and proued not one- 
ly the workers of their owne deſtruction, but alſo great crof- 
festo their father, 


Ladonicu Vines Taith, That in his time a certaine ws- Ljb.2.cap.ro: 


manin Flanders did ſo much pamper and cocker vp two of de inſtitu. 
her ſonnes,cuen againſt her husbands will, that the would not £#ri/-[am. 


ſuffer chem to want money,ot any thing which might furniſh 
their riotous lite, both in drinking, banquetting, and dicing; 
yea (hee would fteale from her husband to minifter vnto 
them: but as ſoone as herhusband was dead, ſhee was juſtly 
plagued in chem both, for they fell from rioting to robbing, 
(which two vices are commonly linked together) and for the 
ſame 'onc of them was executed by the ſword, and theother 
by che halter,ſhee her ſelfe looking on as a wirnelle of their de- 
ſtruAions, whereof her conſcience told her that her indul- 
gence was the chiefeſt cauſe, Hither may wee referre that 
common and vulgar ſtorie, and I ſuppoſe verietrue,which is 
almoſt 1n euery childes mouth, of him that going to the gal- 
lowes,deſired to ſpeake with his mother in her care erc hee 
dycd ;and when ſhee came ynto him, in ſtead of ſpeaking, 
bit off her care with his teeth,exclaiming vpon her as the cau- 
ſer of his death, becauſe ſhe did not chaſtiſe him in his youth 
tor hisfaulcs, but by her flatteries eſtabliſhed him in vice,which 
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2026 broughthim to this wofull end : and herein ſhee was doubt; 

| ns. both in her ſonnes deſtruction, and her owne = 

mic, whercof ſhee carriedabour her a continuall marke, This 

ought to be warning toall parents, to Jooke better to the e. 

ducation ofcheir children,and toroot our of them in timeall 

euill and corrupt manners ; leſt of ſmall ſprigs they growto 

branches, and of qualities to habits, and ſo either be hard: 

ly done off, or at leaſt depraue the whole bodie and bringie 

rodeſtruction : butaboue all to keep them fromidlenelle and 

vaine plcaſures,thediſcommoditie and miſchiefe whereof this 

0b. Fincelius, preſent cxample will declare. Ar a towne called Hannuel in 

66.4; Myrace Saxonie, the Diuelltransforming himſelfe into the ſhape of a 

wan, exerciſed many jugling trickes and prettie paſtimes, to 

delight young men and maids withall ; and indeed to draw 

after him daily great companies : oneday they followed him 

our of the citie gates, vnto a hill adjoyning,where he played « 

jugling tricke indeed with them,for he carried them alt away 

with him, ſo that they were neuer after heard of. This hiſto. 

rie is recorded in the Annales of the aforenamed Cirie, and 

auouched to be moſt true; being anotable and fearcfull adme- 

Nition tv all parcas,ro ſer chicir cluldrento learning andinftm- 

&tion, and to withdraw them fromall ſuch vaineand tooliſh 
paſtimes. HT, SS 
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Of thuſe that rebell againſt their Superionrs. 


SPA Ow as itisa thing required by law and reaſon,thit 
NSW pchildren beare that honour and reuerence to 

AdAJcheir naturall parents which is commanded; 
ERA [lo it is necelfarie by the ſame reſpeR, thatall 
ſubjefts performe , that dutie of honour and obedience to 
heir Lords, Princes, aud Kipgs, which is not derogatotic = 
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their fathers, in ſupplying that duetie towards their ſubje&s | 
which fathers owe fer children : as namely in maintaining 
their peace and tranquilitic in carthly things, and keeping 
them vnder the diſcipline of Gods Church;to which two ends 
they were ordained.For this cauſe the Scripture biddeth euerie 
manto beſubject co rags powers ; not ſo much to auoid rom.1 3; 
the puniſhment which might betall the contrary, as becauſe it 
isagrecable to the will of God, And inanother place,To hoxor 
the Kingzand,To gine vnto Ceſar that which i (aſars, as vnto 1,Pet.1; 
God that which 1s Gods.Soalſoin Hoſes law we are forbidden Math-22. 
todetract from,or ſpeakecuill of the Magiſtrat,orto curſe the #*9%2*- 
Rulcr of the people. 
| Yet for allthis the children of 1{rael were not afraid many 
eimes to commit this (in, but then eſpecially when they charged - 
Moſes with conſpiring themurder of thoſe Rebels that(vnder 
(orah, Dathan, and Abiram,captaines of that enterpriſe) ſet Nuth-16: 
chemſcluesagainſt him and Aaron;whom not he,but God for 
their pride and ſtubbornenelle, had rooted out and deſtroyed : 
and Se chey backebited and ſlandred AZoſes,and murined a- 
painſt him, being their ſoueraigne Magiſtrate and conduRor, 
that ſo meckly and juſtly had brought them out'of Xgypt, e- 
ten by the ſpeciall commiſſion of Almightic God. Bur the fu- | 
ne of Gods diſpleaſure was ſo ſtirred vp againſt them for this 
their fa& , that they were ſcourged with a moſt grieuous 
plague, whereof died about foure thouſand and ſeuen hundred 
perſons. 
In the time of king Daxidsflight from Abſoo, who pur- 3-Sam-16, 
ſued him to bercauehim of his kingdome, there was one Se- 
wei a leminite, that in his wicked and peruerſe humour, in 
ſtead of ſeruice done vnto his Soueraigne,eſpecially in that ex- 
tremitie,not onely preſented not himſelfe vnto him as a ſub- 
ject, but asarailer curſed him with moſt reproachfull tearmes, Mandar.z: 
as of murderer, and wicked man, and allo threw ſtones at Curſers, 
him and hisfollowers,in moſt deſpightfull manner:for which #*7-4p+33+ 
tis malicious and rebellious a&t, though whileſt Dasidliued 
Ons he 
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from puniſhment theretore ; tor in the end his wickednellefe] 
vpon his OWne kead, and deftruftion ouertookehim by ge. 
ſert of another fault, at the commandement of Salomon, © 
The puniſhment of $h:ba theſonne of Bichyi tarried not 
511 ſolong,who haungalſo with a proud and audacious hearr 
ſtirred vp thegreateſt part of Iirael to rebell againſt Danid, 
then when he thoughtto haue been moſt at quiet,enioyed not 
long his difloial enterpriſe;tor being [pcedily purſucd by Da. 
vid; (eruants, and belicged in the citie Abel, hishead was cur 
off by rhe citiſens,andthrowne ouer the wall, as a juſt reward 
for his rebellious act. | 
But ler vs palle ouer thele ſacred hiſtories,and cometo pro- 
Peg et probable,and more ncere examples, When (amillus 
elieged the Phaliſchi, a people in Hitruria,neere to mount 
Floſcon, a Schoolemaſter of the citie, who had the rule ouer 
thechiefe mens ſonnes, both touching inftruRion and gover- 
nance,led them out of the city gates oneday in ſhewto walke, 
bur indeed to betray them into (amillres hands: which vnfanh. 
full dealing (amiltis did not onely miſlike, but deteft and re- 
Fuſe, thinking it an vnhoneſt part by ſuch ſiniſter meanesto 
bring cuen his enemies in ſubjeCtion : and therefore reprouing 
the truſtlelle ſcholemaſter, and binding his hands behindehus 


backe, he gaue cuery one of his ſchollers a rod, with comman- 
dementto whip him backe ynto the parents, whome hee had 


pretended fo to deceiue. A moſt noble att in Camilx; (would 
we could find thelikeamong Chriſtians) and a moſt deſerued 
puniſhment of the Schoolemaſter, (would notraitour might 
be ſerucd better.) Neither might that worthie Roman repent 
his deed, for the Phaliſchi in admiration and loue of this no- 
cable juſtice, freely yeelded themſclues and their citicto him, 
which otherwiſe in long tume, and withour great effuſion of 
bloud he could not haueatchieued, 

Did T arpeia the daughter of F PT arpeins ſpeed any better, 
when ſhe betraied the tower whercof herfather was the ouetr- 
lecr,to T atirs King ot the Sabines, who ac that ſealon belie- 


ged 
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ged Rome, 7” condition of a ſumme of gold, oras other 
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writers ſay, 0 


omiſe nor oath ought to be of force to traitors,to keepthem 
trom puniſhment. 


all that the ſouldiers wore on their left hands 2 
No verily, tor the Sabines (as ſoone as they had obrained their 
purpoſe) ouerwhelmed her with herleft hand gifts; to wit, 
their ſhields, and not their rings and bracelets, which ſhee ho- 
ped: to the end to leaue an exampletothe poſteritie, how no 


229 


Neither did theſe noble young men of Rome, amongſt Tir.L;z. 


whome were the Conſull Br«r ſonnes, come to any better 
iſſue, when they conſpired to receiue king Targuinims into 
the citie by night,who by the vertue and valour ofcheir father 
was worthily expulſed : for their ſecret and wicked counſell 
being bewrayed to the Conſuls #xizs and Pab. Valerins, by 
Undicio a bond(laue, they were apprehended, hauing letters 
about them written to Tarquirins to the ſame effeRt : and be- 
ing condemned, were firlt ſhamefully ſcourged with rods, and 
after executed to death. s 


Panſaninsking of Sparta hauing conſpired with the Per=- Thutyd-libex, 


ſians againſt hisowne countrey, andas 1t were offered vio- 
lence to his owne bowels, Qed-into the SanRuarie of Pallas 
for relicte, when hee ſaw the Ephori to goeabour to call him 


in queſtion for his treaſon. Now whercas ic was irreligious tO , £1;ax. 1th, 9: 


take him from thence by violence, they agreed toſhur him v 
there continually, and ſo to pine him to death. Which 
when his mother vnderſtood, fhee was the farſt perſon that 
brought a ſtone to ſtop vp the doores, to hinder him from 
getting forth : and therein ſhewed a notableexample of god- 
lie crueltic to her childe,and cruell pietiero her countrey : ap- 
prouing that ſaying of eAritippus, who becing demannded 
why he negleted his ſonne beeing borne of his bodie'? an- 
{wered, Doe we not caſt fromvs lice and flegme which are al- 
{obred of our bodies? Infinuating, That they which haue 
nothing to commend them to their parents but generation, 


arcnot to beeſteemed as children ; much lefle they that de- 
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| hand, and ſo by the wondertull prouidence of God, eſcaped 
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When Brennu Captaine ofthe Gaules,brother to Belg? 
and ſonneto Molnutins King of Brittaine, belieged Epheſus, 
a diuelliſh woman inticed with the jewels which Bren wore 
about him, berraied the citie into his hands, But Prey dere. 
ing this abhominable conerouſnefle,when he entredthe cj 
ſo loaded her with gold , that hee couered and oppreſſed he 
therewith, 

In likemanner Heradamon delivered vp to the Emperonr 
Axrelian his owne natiue citic Tiana,in hope to ſaue hisowne 
li by betraying his countrey, Bur it fell our quite contrarie 
ro his expeRartion z for though («ſar had ſworne not toleme 
adogaliue withinthe wals, becauſe they ſhut cheir gates againſt 
him,and alſo his ſouldiers were inſtant and vrgent vpon his 
promiſe,yet hee ſpared the citie,and deſtroyed the traitor, and 
quit himlelfe of his promiſe, by hanging vp euery dog in the 
Citie,contrarie to his owne intent,and his armies expeRarion:z 
yet agrecable to his words,and moſt correſpondent to equitic 
and tfue fortitude. 

In the yeare of our Lord 1270, the Biſhop of Colonea prt- 
Qiling to ſpoilethecitie of her priniledges,and reducer vis 
der his own juriſdition: Herman Grinu,Conſul,and chiefe 
Magiſtrat, withſtood his power and authoritie with all his 
force,ſo that he could not bring his purpoſeabout . Whete- 
fore two Canons belonging to the Biſhop, ſoughtro ynder- 
mine chis their enemieby policie, and totake him out of the 
way: for which cndthey inuited him in veric kind manner to 
dinner, but when he was come they brought him into you 
Lyons denne (which they kept in honour of the Biſhop) 
vnawares ſhut the doores vpon him, bidding him ſhift for 
himſelfe,thinking that it was impoſlible for him to eſcape out 
alzue. But the Conſull perceiuing in what great danger hee 
was,wrapped his cloake abour his left arme, and thruſting 
into the mouth ofthe hungrie Lion, killed him with hisright 


withour hurt, But the twe traiterous Canons hee caught right 
foonc,and hung them their Cathedral Church gare,to = 
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owne confuſion, and terror of all traitours, . 


It was anoble ſaying, and worthie the marking,of Augu- 
us ( 2ſar to 207% king of Thracia, who hauing forſa- 


ken Anthonie,totake part with Augaſins, boaſted verie inſo- 
ently of his deſerts rowards him : then Ceſar dilſembling 
his follie, dranke co another king,and ſaid,l loue treaſon, but 
I cannot commend nor truſt atraitour, The ſame alſo in cf 
fect Philip of Macedonic and [ulics Ceſar were wont to ſay, 
That they loued a traitour at the firſt, but when hee had fini- 
ſhed his treaſon, they hated him morethan any other : ſigni- 
fying, that traitours deſerued no retribucjon of thankes,ſce- 
ing their office was accepted foratime, yer they themſclues 
could neuer be counted letle than naughrie and diſloyall per- 
ſons : for nohoneſt man cuer betrayed his countrey or his 
friend; and what greater puniſhment can there be than this? 
But for manifeſt proofe heereof ler this one example ſerue in 


ſtcad of many, namely,of Theodorick king of Francia,and Ir- 4lher;.C rams 


m”infrideking of Thuringia, who being profeſt foes, and ha« 
uing fought many cruell bartels, at length the later was con« 
ucred of the former, by the luckic aſliftance of the Saxons. 
his rminfride thus ſubdued, ſued for pardon and relcaſc 
at the conquerours hand , bur hee was ſo farre from pictyin 
his eſtate, that hee corrupted one Tring a Nobleman, an 
Irminfride's ſubie&t, ro murder his maſter, which he perfor- 
med kneeling before Theodoricks , running him through 
with his ſword at his backe : which traiterous deed, as ſoone 
as it was finiſhed, Theodoricke, though the ſetter of it,yet he 
could not abide the aftour, bur bad hum be packing, for who 
could put truſt 13. himthac had betrayed his owne maſter. Ac 


which words [rings (mad with anger andrage) ran at Thes- 


doricke alſo,with purpoſe to haueſlaine him too ; but his hand 
miſting the marke,rerurnedhis ſword into his owne bowels, 
{o that hce feJl downe dead vpon his maſters carkalſe. What 
more notable and wonderfull judgement could happen ? ſure- 
ly it is an example worthy to be written in golden letters, and 
ty bee read and remembred of euery one,to teach men allege- 
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ance and obedience to their princes and ſuperiors, leſt rFore 
ſudden deſtruction than this fall vpon them. | 
After the death of Jeronimm king of Siracuſa, Avdroyods. 
rs and Themiſtins, prouoked by their wiues deſcending of 
the' bloud royall, affe&ed an vſurpation of the crowne , and 
wrought much hurt to the commonwealth : but their pragi. 
ſes becing diſcouered,the Pretors (by the conſent of the Senj- 
ours) ſlew them both in the marker place, as rotten members 
of their common bodie, and therefore fitto bee cut off. And 
when they vnderſtood, how their wiues Damarata and Har. 
»1onia were breeders and incenſers of this miſchiefe, they ſent 
to kill them alſo: yea and Herac/ia, Harmonia her ſifter,puilt- 
Ic{ſeand witlelle of the crime (for no other cauſe, bur becauſe 
ſhee was (iſter ynto her) was pluckt from the Altar, and laine 
in the tumult, with two of her daughters that were virgins, 
And thus js treaſon plagued not onely in traitors themlſelues, 
bur alſo in thoſe that are linked vnto them in friendſhip and 
affinitie. | 
The glorie rnd reputation of Fabritiz: the Romance is eters 
niſed by that noble.a& of his, in ſending bound to Pyrrbu 
a traitor that offered to poyſon him. For albeit that Pyrrhw 
was aſwornecnemy to the Roman Empire,and alſo madewar 
n it, yet would not Fabritixs trecheroully ſeeke his deſtru- 
ion, bur ſent back that traitor vnto him,to be puniſhed athis- 
diſcretion. | 
What notable tregſons did Hadrian the fourth , Pope 
of Rome, vraiſcaſSnft the Emperor Frederick B arbaroſſa, 
yet all was ſtill fruſtrate; for the Lord protected the Empe- 
rour, and puniſhed the craitour with a ſudden and ftrange. 
deach ; for he was choaked witha flic which went downe his 
throat and ſtopped his breath, and could by no. meanes bee 
pulled ourtil] ir made anend of him. Beſides, many others 
that went aboutthe ſac ,rattiſe, were brought to notable 
deltructions : as that cuunterterc fovle whome the Iralans 
feton co murder Fred*>ic{s 1 ts camber, which had been 
performed, had he noc iczjxd our of a window into a _ 
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throwne headlong out of the ſame window and broke his 
necke. As alſo an Arabian Dodtor, agrand poyſoner,who 
going about to infe& with poyſon his bridle, hisſaddle, his 
ſpurres, and ſtirrops, that as ſooneas hee ſhould but touch 
them,hce might be poyſoned, was diſcouered and hanged for 
his labour. 

In theyeare of our Lord r 3 6 4, whenas the Emperour 
{hartes the fourth, and Phi/ip Duke of Auftria, were ready 
to joyne battell in the fielde, Charles diftruſting his owne 
power, vndermined his foeby ſubtiltie anthis faſhion : hee 
ſent for three of Duke Phy/ps captaines priuily , and perſua- 
ded them with promiſes of rewards to worke ſome means to 
ecrrifie the Duke, and dilluade him from that battell ; 
which they performed with all diligence ; for they told the 
Dake, that they had ſtolne into the Emperors tents by night, . 
and viewed his power, which they found to exceede his by 
three parts, and therefore counſelled him not to trie the ha« 
zard of the battell, but to ſaue his ſouldiers liues by flight, - . 
which if they tarried , they were ſure to looſe, Where= 
withall the Duke miſtruſting no fraud , ſore affrighted, 
tooke the next occafion of flight, and returned home with 
diſhonour. Now when theſe three traitours came to the 
Emperour for their compaRed rewards, hee cauſed them to 
bee payed. in' counterfeir money , not equiualing the ſumne. 
of their bargaine by the twentieth parc ; which alchough 
at firſt they diſcerned not, yet afterwards finding ho: 
they were couſened , they returned to require their due,and 
complaine of their wrong . Bur the Emperour looking 
ſternely vpon them, anſwered , That counterfeit money 
was good enough for rficir counterfeit ſeruice, and thatif 
they tarried long , they ſhould haue a due reward of their 
treaſon. 

Laaiſl4s Lerezin,Gouernour of Alba Julia in Hungarie, £*#2clakins * 


vnder CMaximilian the Emperour, inthe yeare »566 » the Turkic 
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2 Crnicbecing beſieged, and in ſome danger of loſing , alhe; 
ah hee was dierrifed, That whithin two Pd he ſhoul! Dor 
ſomerclicfe, yer yeelded the Citie craiteroully intothe hangs 
of the Turkes vpon compolition. The cruell Turkes for. 
getting their faith and all humanitic , mallacred all the 
ſouldiers.within the Citic , and ſent Lad:i/lams the traitour 

bound hand and foot to Se/yz2 the great Turke: where he was 
accuſed for his cruell (laying of ſome Turkiſh priſoners, and 
delivered to hisacculersto be vicd at their pleaſurezwho(ajuſt 
reward of hisformer treaſon) put him into a great Pipe ſhicke 
full of long nayles, and chenrolled him downefromahi 
mountaine,({oas thenayles ran through him,and ended his life 
in horriblerorment. Beſides, his ſonne that was alſo partaker 
of this treaſon,died miſerably without meanes,and abandoned 

of all men,in great pouerticand cxtremiric. 

When as the Citie of Rhodes was beſieged by the Turke, 
there was in it acerrainetrairerous Nobleman, who vpon pro- 
Cahertrins miſe to have one of So/ymansdaughters giuen him in mariag 
Hiſtorical me- did many ſeruices to the Turke in ſecrer,to the prejudice oftt 
aIEL-C4P:7% Citie. The land and towne becing woog, he preſented hiny 
ſelfeto Solyman, expetting the ORR of his promiſe; 
but hee in recompence of his treaſon cauſed him to be fayed 
aliuc ; ſaying, Thatic was not lawfull fora Chriſtian to marnie 
« Turkiſh wite, except hee put off his old skinne: being thus 


flayed, they layed himvpon a bed all coucred with ſalt,andſo 
poudered him, that inſhore ſpace he died in vnſpcakableror; 
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More examples of the ſame ſubiec?, 


> SHen Hanne! the Emperour of Con- 044 rriges 
s }{& ſtantinople lay about Antioch with genfr ds 7ebud 
#5) an armie prepared apainſt the Turke, Freder-priz- 
S/[a one of his chickeſt officers, namely, **"'#92-47+ 

'Q his Chancellour , pur in praRtiſe this 
ny SSL notable piece of treaſon agamſt him: 

AB1NEON 5 ee hee waged three deſperate yong men 
> PENNY DR ITS 
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ro kill him on a day appointed , and then wich a band of 
fouldiers determined co poſlelle himſelfe of the Crowne, and 
of the Citie, and to (lay all that any way croſſed his 
purpoſe. But the treaſon beeing diſcouered ſecretly to the 
Emprelle , ſhee acquainted her Lord wich ic, who tooke 
the three traitours, and put them all to cruell deaths : 
and as for the Chancellour, hee firſt bored our his eyes, 
andplucking his tongue through his throat, tormented him 
ro death with a rigorous and moſt miſerable puniſh- 
ment. 

When the Furke beſieged Alba Grzca, certaineſouldi- 3oxfuw,tib.z: 
ers conſpired to becray the Citie into his hands, for he had Decades. 
promiſed them largerewardsſo to doe z howbeir it {ucceeded 
not with them, for they were dereed and apprehended by 
Panlus Kyniſinus Gouernour of Hungarie , who conftrained 
them to cat one anothers fleſh,ſecthing euerieday one tofeed 
the other withall, bur hee that was laſt was faine to deuour his 
owne bodie. . | hs 

Scriboniann a Captaine of the Romanes in Dalmatia,rebel- , ,.. 
led againſtthe oe Clandixs,and named himfclte empe- En 
rorin the armie; but hisrebellion was miraculouſly puniſhed, 
for though the wholc armie fauored him veric much, yet oy 
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could not by any meanes ſpread their banners,orremoue their 
ſtanderds out of their places as long ashee was called by the 
nameof Emperor,with which miracle being moued,they tur- 
ned their loucs|into hatred, and their liking into loathing, ſo 
that whom lately they ſaluted as Emperor, hum now they myr. 
thered asa traitor. 
To rcheawſeall the Engliſh traitors that haue conſpired a. 
ainſt their Kings from the Conquelt vnto this day, it is a 
ching vnnecellarie,and almoſt impoſſible. Howbeir, that their 
deſtructions may appeare more cuidently, and the curſe of 
God ypon traitors be made more manifeſt , I will bricfely 
reckon vp a catalogue of the chiefelt of them, In the yere 1255 
Lewline Prince of Wales rebelled againſt King Edward the 
firſt, and after much adoe, was taken by Sir Roger Mortimer, 
and his head ſer vpon the Tower of London. In likeſort was 
Daxid Lew!me's brother ſerued. Ries and Iadok eſcapedno 
better meaſure in ſtirring the Welchmen vp torehellion, No 
moredid the Scots , who hauing of their owneaccord com- 
mitted the gouernment of their kingdome to king Edward af. 
ter the death of Al/exander(who broke his neck by a fall from 
an horſe, and leftnoiflue male)and ſworne fealtie vnto him; 
yet diſpenſed with cheir oath by che Popes comnulſlion, and 
French mens incitement, and rebelled diuers times againſt 
King Edward : for he ouercamethem ſundry times,and made 
ſlaughter of their men, ſlaying at one time 3 2000, and ta- 
king diners of their Nobles priſoners, In like manner they 
rebelled againſt King Edward thethird, who made three voy- 
ages into thatland in the ſpace of foure yeares, and ateuerie 
time ouercame and diſcomficed them , infomuch that well 
neereall the nobilitic of Scotland, with infinice number of 


the common people were flaine. Thus they rebelled in Hev- 
ry the {ixths time, and alſo Heyry the eights,and diuers other 
Kings reignes,cuer when our Engliſh forces were bule1 about 
= forrcine warres, inuading the land onthe other (ide moſt tra: 
tcroully, - - . 


Coas Tudgements, againſt their Superiors, 


In thereigne of King Heyricthe fonrth there rebelled at 


one timeagainſt him Sir /o/2» Holland, D,of Exceſter , with Langue: 


the Dukes of Aumarle, Surrey, Salisburie, and Glouceſter: 
and atanother timeSir Thomas Percie Earls of Worceſter, 
and Henrie Percie ſonne to the Earle of Northumberland: 
at another,Sir Richard Scrogpe Archbiſhop of Yorke, and di- 
uers others of che houle of tne Lord Honbray: at another 
time Sir Z7carie Percie che father, Earle of Norththumberlang, 
and che Lord Bardslpi: and laſtly, Ryce ap Dee and Owezr 
Gleadour, two Welchmen: all which were either ſlaine, as 
Sir Hexry Perciethe younger;or behcaded, as the reſt of theſe 
noble Rebels ; or itarued to death, as Owen Glendony was 
in the mountaines of Wales, after hee had denoured his owne 
fleſh. 
In the reigne of Hezry the fifth, Sir Richard Earle of Cam- 
bridge, Sir Richard Scroope Treaſurer of Epgland, and Sir 
Thomas Gray were bcheaded for treaſon. 

No letlc was the pertidious and vngratefull treachcric of 
FHumfrey Baniſter an Englithiuan towards the Duke of Buc= 
kingham his Lord and maſter, whoe the ſaid Duke had cen- 
derly brought vp,andexalted to great promotion. For when 
as the Duke bceing driuen into extrenutie, by reaſon of the ſe- 
paration of hisarmie which ne had muſtered together againſt: 
King Richard che vſurper,fled cothe ſame Banister as his tru- 
Rieſt friend, to be kepr in ſecret vntill he could find opportu- 
nitie to eſcape ; this falſe. traitour, vpon hope of athouſand 
pounds which was promiſed co him that could bring foorth 
the Duke, betraied him into th= hands of [oby Xirton Shi- 
rite of Shropſhire, who conucicd him to the citie of Salisbu- 
rie, whers King Richard kept Ius houſho!d ; where he wes 
ſoone after pur to death, But as for vngratefull BaziFer,the 
vengeance of God purſued him to his vtter ignominie : for 
preſcncly after , his eldeſt ſonne became inad and dyed in a 
bores ſtie: his eldeſt daughter was ſuddenly ftrickerf'with, a 
foule lepric: his ſecond ſonne maruelJoully deformed of his 


I:ms, and Jame 3: his youngelt ſonne drownedin a PRs 
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and hehimſelfe in his old agearraigned and found euiltie of a 
murcher, and by his Clergie ſaued : And as for his thouſand 
pounds, King Richard gaue him not afarthing ; \; aying, That 
he which would be vntrue toſo good a maſter, muſt needsbe 
falſe to all other, 

To palle ouer the time of thereſidueof the Kings, where. 
in many examples of treaſons and puniſhments vpon them 
are extant, and to come neerer vnto our owne age, let vs con. 
{ider the wonderfull prouidence of God in diſcouering the 
notorious treaſons which haue beene ſo often pretended, and 
ſo many,againſt our late Soueraigne Queene E/izaberh,and 
proteing her ſo fatherly from the dint of them all, Firſt 
cherefore, to begin with the chieteſt, the Earles of Northum- 
berland and Weſtmerland, in theeleuenth ycare of her reigne 
began arebellion in che North, pretending their purpoſe to 
be ſometimes to defend the Queenes perſon and gouernment 
from the inuaſion of ſtrangers, and ſometimes for conſcience 
fake to ſecke reformation of Religion: vnder colour where. 
of they got together an armie of men, tothe number of ſix 
chouſand ſouldiers ; againſt whome marched the Earle of 
_ , Lieutenant of the North , _ the —_ of Wa: 
wicke, ſent by the Queene to his ayde : Whoſe a 
ſtrucke ſuch a PR their —_ that the << 
with diuers of the arch Rebels, fled by night into Scot- 
land, leauing the reſt of their companie a prey vnto their 
enennes, whereof threeſcore and ſix , or thereabout, were 
hanged at Durham. As for the Earles, one of them (to 
wit) of Northtumberland, was after taken in Scotland, and 
beheaded at Yorke. Weftmerland fled into another Coun- 
trey, and left his houſe and familicdeſtroyed and yndone by 
his folly, 

A whuleafter this, what befell to /ohn Throgmorton, The- 
mas Brooke, George Redman, and diuers other Gentlemen at 
Norwich, who pretendeda rebellion vnder the color of ſuppre- 
{;ng ſtrangers, werethey not diſcouered by one of their owne 
conſpiracic Thomas Ket, and executed at Norwich for thei 

os > on 


Coda Tudgements, againſt their Superiors, 


paines? The ſame end came Francis Throgmorton to, whoſe 2 29 


crecheriesas they wereabhominable,and touching the Queens 
owne perlon, ſo they were diſcloſed not without the eſj peciall 


prouidence of God. 
Burt aboue all , that vile and vngratefull traitor F illiavs 


Parry, vpon whom the Queenc had poured plentifully her li- 
beralitie, deſerueth ro be had 1neuerlaſting remembrance to 
his ſhame ; whoſetreaſons being diſcouercd,he-payed the tri- 
bute of his life in recompence thereof, What ſhall I ſay of the 
Earleof Arundell, anda ſecond Earle of Northumberland 2 
Did not the juſtice of God appeare in both theirends, when 
being attainted for treaſon, the one ſlew himſclfein prifon,and 
the other died by courſe of nature in priſon alſo ? Notorious 
was the conſpiracie of choſe arch-traitours, Ballard, Babing- 
tor, Sanadge, and Tlney, &c. yet the Lord brought them 
downe , and made them ſpectacles ro the World of his ju- 
tice, Euen ſo that notorious villaine Door Lopez ( the 
Queenes Phylitian) who a long time had not oncly beene 
an intelligencer to the ns and King of Spaine of our En- 
pliſh Counſells , bur alſo had poyloned many Noblemen, 
and went about alſo to poyſon the Queene her ſelfe, was hee 
not ſurpriſed in histreacherie, and brought coſudden deſtry- 
ion ? In ſumme, theLord preſerued her Maieſtie not onely 
from theſe, but many other ſecret and priuic foes,and that moſt 
miraculouſly, and contraricto all reaſon,and ſpread his wings 
ouer her , euermore to defend her from all her enemies, and 
10 deſpight of them all brought her, beeing full of yeares, 
in peace to her graue : All theſe treaſons had their breeding 
we beginning from that filthie finke of Romiſh ſuperſtiti- 
on, from whence the poyſon was conueyed into the hearts of 
theſe traiterous wretches,by the meanes of thoſe common fire. 
brands of the Chriſtian World, the wicked Teſuices, whoſe 
chiefeſt art is Treaſon, and whoſe profeſſion. is equiuocation, 
and praQtiſc,to ſtir vp rebellion; and therefore as long as they 
breath inthe world Ice vs looke for nobecrer fruits from ſuch 
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And hath the reigne of our nowSoueraigne King [ayes 
beene free trom theſe Sinons? Hee hath as yet ſwayed the 
Scepter of this Kingdome not fully nine yeres,and how many 
treaſons haue beene complorted and prattiſed againſt his 
Majeſtic and the State, and how miraculoully haththe Lord 
preſerued him euermore, euen asthe apple of hiseye,and the 
{jgnet on hisrighthand. Toomit the creaſon of Raleigh and 
Cobham, and.that alſo of ator and Clerke,that lateand lift 
diuelliſh and damnable praQtiſe of blowing vp the Parlia- 
ment houſe with gunpowder, together with the King, Prince, 
and all the Nobles and chiete Pillars of the Land, 1s neuer to 
be omitted nor forgotten, but to bee remembred aslong as 
che Suns and Moone endureth, to the ſhame of theirreligi. 
on, and the profelſours thereof : neuer Nation ſo barbarow, 
that ever practiſed the like : neuer any religion ſo odious,that 
maintained the like: bur ſuch are the fruits of their ſo much 
aduanced religion, (uch the cluſters of their grapes: How. 
beit the Lord preuented their malice, and turned it vpontheir 
owne pates,not onely by a Diuine and-miraculous diſcouerie 
of their trealon (the verie night before itſhould haue bene: 
feed) bur alſo by bringing the chiefe plotrers thereof mito 
confuſion ; ſome by the ordinarie proceeding of juſtice, and 
ſome by {laughter in reliſtance : and thatwhich is not to bee 
ouerpaſt, ſome of the principall of them becing togetherin a 
chamber, were ſo ſcorched by their owne powder, whichwas 
zn drying, that they weredriuen to confelle the heauie judge- 
ment of Godto be vpon them, I pray God ſuch may cuer 
be the end of all traitors, and that thereligion which bringeth 
forch ſuch horrible fruirs may not onely bee ſuſpected bur ab- 
horrced of all. 

Moreouer, there is yet another kind of treaſon, and another 
ranke of traitors aspernitious as any of the former, and as 0di- 
ous betore God and man, Such are they which exher vpon 
priuate quarrels, or receiued injuries, or hope of gaine, orany 
other ſillie reſpeR, forſake their countries, and rake part with 
cheenemies co fight againlt it:or they that in timeof necele.. 

men rotten ee Soggr >> 


Gods Tadlgements. 
refuſe to fight, or dare not fight in defence of it : the former 
ſort are called fugitiues,and the latter cowards. As touching 
che firſt, they haue beene alwayes in deteſtation in well go- 
uerned Policies, and alſo euermore ſeuerely nar arm The 
Zginates puniſhed chem with the lotle of theirright hand 
thumbes , ro the end they might no more handle a ſpeare 
or a ſword, but an oare: the Mitylenians with lolle of their 

lives : the enhabitants of Samos marked them in the face 

with the picture of an Owle: and the Romanes puniſhed 
them after diuers faſhions, Fabizs Maximus SED thoſe 
that had fled from the Roman ſuccoursto the enemic to loſe 
their hands. Africa the former,though gentleand nuld by 


nacure, yet in this reſpe& he borrowed from forreine crueltic: Palerius Mdx- 
for hauing conquered Carthage, and gor into hispower all 7: 


thoſe Romane Rebels that rooke part againſt his countrey, he 
bung the Romans as traitors to their countrey, and mitigated 


che puniſhment of che Latines,as but perfidious confederates. 


Africans the later , when hce had ſubdued the Punicke 
Nation , hee threy all fugiriues amongſt wilde beaſts to be 
deuoured, 

Lucin Paul after theconquett of the King of Perſia, 
committed theſe fellowes to the mercie of Elephants. Ge- 
nerally there 1s no Nation vnderthe Sunne which holJdeth 
them not 1n execration : and therefore our Engliſh fugitiues, 
who vnder cloke of Religion not onely abandon their coun- 
trey, their kindred, and their Prince, but alſo conſpire the 
vndoing, and {weare the deſtruction of them, are they not 
worthieto be handled like traitours, and to hauetheir quar- 
ters ſpeCtacles of perfidic ? The bridge and gates of London 
beare witnelleof the wofull ends that theſe runnagates come 
vnto. 

As touching cowards ( I meane ſuch as preferring their 
lives or libertie, or any other by-reſpe&s, beforetheir coun- 
tries welfare, and either dare not or will not Rand ſtoutly in 
defence of it in tuneof warre and danger) they — 
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lefſe puniſhment than the former, ſeeing that as they are 0: 
pen oppugners , ſo theſe are cloſe ynderminers of the 
thereof, And therefore che Romanes did ſharpely chaften 
them in their gouernement, as may appeare by diuerſe exam. 
ples of che ſame: as firſt they were noted with this ignomi. 
nic, neuertoeat their meat bur ſtanding ; and hereunto they 
were {worne: Nay , they were in ſuch hatefull accounc 4. 
mongſt them, that when eAnnibal offered the Senate Yo00 
captiues to bee redeemed, they refuſed his offer ; ſaying, That 
they were not worthic to be redeemed, that had rather beta. 
ken baſely thandic honeſtly and valiantly : The ſame Senate 
dealr more fauourably with the capriues which king Pyrrhu 
rooke, for they redeemed them, but with this diſgrace, degra. 
ding them from their honors and places, vntill by a double 
ſpoule they had woon their reputation againe. L.(alpurnin, 
Piſohandled Titi the captaine of his horſemen in Sicilia 
( one who beeing ouercharged with enemies, deliueredhis 
weapons vntothem) on this manner, hee cauſed himto goe 
bare footed before the armie, wearing a garment withour 
ſeames, hc forbad him ſocietic with any ſaue ſuch as were no- 
ted with the ſame faulc,and froma General ouer horſemen he 
debaſed him to a common ſouldier. How did the ſameSenac 
corre the cowardiſe of Cairn Vatienus (who to the end to 
priuiledge himfeltetrom the Italickewarre,cut off all thefin- 
gers of his left hang : ) cuen they proſcribed his goods, and 
caſt him into 2; "Ip priſon, that that life which hee refu- 
ſed to hazard in defence of his countrey, hee might conſume 
in bondageand fetters. 
Fulgofvs ſaych, Thatamong the Germanes ic was ſo v- 
honourable a part to loſe but a {hield in the warre, that who- 
ſocucr had happened to do ſo, was ſuſpended both from thc 
placeof common councell, and from the temples of Religi- 
on ;inſomuch, that many (as he reporteth) killed themlſclues 
to auoid the ſhame. The people. called Daci puniſhed cow- 


ards on this ſort; they ſurfered chem not to ſleepe but _ 
cir 
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their heads to the beds feet ward ; 2nd beſides, by thelawthey 24 3 
made them (laues and ſubjects to their owne wives. What vi- 

ler diſgrace could there be than this ? And yet theLacedemo- Phi, Age/laue 
niansplagued them wore ſhametully : for with them it waga 

diſcredit to marry in theſtocke of a coward ; any man might 

ſtrike them lawfully ; ard intheir attire they went with their 

clothes rent,and their beards halfe ſhauen, Thus are all kind of 

craitors continually puniſhed of the Lord by one meanes or 

other ;and therefore let vs learne to ſhun treaſon as one ot the 


vileſt and deteſtableſt things in the world. 


CHAP. II. 
of ſuch as hane murihered their Rulers or Princes. 


d 22 2T /mri, Captaine of halfethe chariots All this whole 
« of Elah, King of Iſrael, conſpired chapter, inre- 
againſt his Lord, as hee was in Tir- garg - mur- 
\©9 za drinking till hee was drunke in ng 2 oj. 
the houſe of eArze his Steward, mandemaur. 
and came vpon him ſuddenly, and 1.King.16. 
| ſmote him till hee died, and polleſ. 
SE PK ak, id the Kinggome in his roome. 
Howbeit , herein hee was the Lords +» 
rod to punith the houſe of Baaſha, yet when the puriſhmenr 
was palt, the Lord threw therod into the firezfor he enjoyed 
the Crowne but ſeuen dayes : for all Iſrael},dereſting hisfa&t, 
made Orr; King ouer them, who beſieged himin Tirza, and : 
drouc him into that extremitie, that hee went intothe pa- [| 
dace of the Kings houſe, and burnt humſelfe and the houſe 
with fare. 
Tozachartheſonne of Shimeah,and Teozabedthe ſonne of 2 King, 12.81" 
Shomer, came to no better end for murthering Jehoaſh King 
ot Tuda: for Amaziah his ſonne after the kingdome was con- 
R jj __ firmed 
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firmed vato him, cauſed them both to be putto death: bur 
their children he ſlew not,according to that which is written 
in the Booke of the law; The fathers ſhal not be put to death for 
the childre», nor the children for the fathers, but entry Man 
ſhallbeare his owne ſinne. 

Neither did Shallum, that ſlew Zacharia King of Iſ54e} 
proſper any berter; for he reigned bur one month in Samaria, 
when Menahimche ſonne of Gadr rebelled againft him, and 
ſlew him ashe had donehis maſter. 

Amon, the ſonne of Manaſſeh, was (laineby his ewne ſer. 
uants, but the Lord ſtirred vp the people of the Land tore. 
uenge his death,and to kil all them thar had conſpired againſt 
their King. | 

But to let paſſe the holy hiſtories of the ſacred Scripure, 
wherein euer after any treaſon, the Holy Ghoſt preſently ſer. 
tech downe the puniſhment of traitours, as 1t were of purpoſe 
to (ignific how the Lord hatethall ſuch Rebels that roſe "we 
gainſt his oxne ordinance, let vs conlider a lictle the conſe- 
quents of theſe in prophane, yet credible authors, and applic 
them vnto our purpoſe. 

eArchelaus King of Macedonia had a mignion called 
Cratenas, whomehie loued moſt entirely ; but be againe It- 
quited him not with Joue but with hatred, and ſtrexhed 
all his wits to inſtall himfelfe in his kingdome, by depoling 
and murchering him : which though hee accompliſhed, 
yet his deſerts were cur ſhort by the vengeance of God : for 
hee continued not many dayes in his royaltie, but he wasſer- 
ucd with the ſame ſauce thathcehad made Archelaus before 
him to taſte of ; euen betraiedand murthered, as he well der 
ſerued, 

Lodowieua Sfortia to the end to inueſt himſelfe with the 
dukedomeof Millain, ſpared notto ſhed the innocent bloud 
of his two Nephewes, the ſonnes of Galeachzy, rogerher with 
their tutors,and one Francis ( alber,a worthie and excellent 


man;but the Lord ſo diſpoſed of his purpoles,that he(in _ 
0 
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of obtaining the kingdome) was taken priſoner by-che King 24g 
of France,ſo thatneither henor any ofhis off-{pring injoyed 
that which he ſo much affected. : OT. 9 ia 
When Numerians was to ſucceed Carw his father in the Philip Melantt 
Empire, Arrins Axer his tatherin law,totheend to tranllate © hroit Uib.3« 
che Empire vnto himſelfe, entered a conſpiracie,and flew his 
ſonnein law, that nothing miſtruſted bys diſloyaltie: bue the 
Pretorian army vnderſtanding the matter,diſcharged Arrims, 
and elefted Drocleſian inthis roome, wha laying hold vpon 
his competicour,laied an ation of treaſon to his charge, and 
pur him co death in the ſight of the multitude. 


Theodericke and Fredericke conſpired againſt their owne Chro.Sigebert, * 


brother Theriſmund King of the Viligothes, to the intenc 
ro ſucceedhim in his Kingdome : And albeit that nature 
reclaymed them from the a&t, yet they flew him without all 
compaſſion. But after thirtecne yeres reigne theſame Thee- 
dericke was requited by his other brethren with che ſame 
meaſure that hee before mere to his brother Thariſmund, 
we:by though vengeance ſlept a while, yer at length it wa- 
kened. 
eEliat Antonits Gordianns, Emperour of Rome,though p4;1;9 pgientt 
ſo excellent a young prince, that he deſerued to be called the chrov. 
Loue and Iewell of the World, yet was he flaine by one pro- 1yencin.1ib.x; 
moted by himſelteto high honor, called Phi/ip Arabs,when 7 
he was buttwo and twentie yeres old : after whoſe deceaſe this 
Philip got himſelfe cleted Emperor by the Band,and confir- 
med by the Senat. All which notwithſtanding, after fiue yeres ;,.;.1;ude 
Decinsrebelled,and his own ſouldiers conſpired againfthim, puniſhed, 
ſo that both heat Verona, and hus ſonne at Rome, were ſlaine 
by them about one time, 
| After thedeath of (onfantixe the Great, his threeſonnes 1yentin. 15.2. 
diuiding the' Empire betwixt them, ſucceeded their father. 
Conſtantine the eldeſt had for his ſhareSpaine, France, the 
Alpes, and England; CorF#axce theſecond held Italie, Africa 
Urxca, and Illyricum ; Conſtantine the younger was King 
R 11 and 
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and Emperour of che Eaft. Bur ambition ſuffered them nos 
coenjoy quietly theſe theirpoſlleſſions : for when the eldeſt 
being more proudand ſeditious than the other, not comtene 
with his alotted portion, made warre ypon his brother 9. 
#ancehis Prouinces, and ſtroue to enter [talie,hee was flaine 
ina battell by Agqnileia, when hee was but fiuc and twens 
tie yeares old ; by which meanes, all the prouinces which 
were his, fell to {o»ftance, and therewithall ſuch a drowſi, 
nefſe and Epicuriſine for want of a ſtirrer vp after his bros 


thers death, that hefell into the gout, and neglected thego. 


uernement of che Empire: Whereforein Auſpurge and, iq 
Rheria they created a new Emperour,one Mf{aonentinegwhoſe 
life beforetime Conſtance had ſaucd from the {ouldicrs, and 
cherefore his treacheric was the greater, This Magnentima 
depriued and flew Conſtance, but was oucrcomeby Conſflax- 
tine the third brother in Illyricum,yer in ſuch ſort, that the 
conqueror could not greatly brag, "i he loft an infinit com- 
anie ofhis men, and yer milled of his chicfe purpoſe,thews 
08 of Magnentins,tor he eſcaped to Lyons,and there mul- 
facring all that he miſtruſted, ar laſt growing (I ſuppoſe) in 
ſuſpicion with his owne hearr,ſſew himſelfe alſo : and ſo his 
rrajterous, ingratefull, and ambitious murcher was reucnged 
with his owne hands. i 
Uiftericus betrayed ZLuyba king of Spaine,and ſucceeded 
in his place ; ſcuen yeares after, another traitour flew him, wd 
ſucceeded alſo in his place. Marririxs the Emperor was mure 
thered by Phocas, together with his wife and fiue of his ci 
dren, heſcating himiclfe Emperonr in his roome: Howbett, 
eraitors and murthererscan neuer come to happie ends: fora 
he had ſlaine ſanritins :lo Priſcus, Herachanwus,and Phorins 


three of his chicteſt captaines, conſpiring againſt him, with 


three ſeuerall armies gaue him ſuch an. alarme at once at vs 


owne doores, thar they ſoone quailed his courage, anda 
much mangling ofhis bodie, cur him ſhorter by che headand 


ze kingdome at one blow, 


1s 
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In the time of £dward the ſecond and Edwardthethirdin 247 
England, one Sir Roger Mortimer committed many villa- Lazq et. 
pous outrages in ſhedding much bloud, andar laſt King Ed- 
ward himelfe,lying at Barkley caſtle,totheendthat he __ 

{as it was ſuppoſed) enjoy {ſabel his wife, with whom he had 

very ſuſpitious tamiliarine. After this,hevnjuſtly accuſed Ed- 
»axd Earle of Kent of treaſon, and cauſed himeo bee put to 
death thereforc:and laſtly,he conſpired againſt King Edward 

the third, asit was ſuſpected, for which cauſehe was worthily 

and deſeruedly beheaded. 

 Amongthis ranke of muctherers of Kings wee may fuly 5:0. 
place alſo Richard thethird, vſurper of the Crowne of Eng- 

d,and diucrsothers which he vſed as inftrumentsto bring 
his deteſtable purpoſe to effeR : as namely Sir James Tir- 
rel Knight, a man for natures gifts worthic to baue ſerued a 
much berter Prince than this Richard, if hee had wellſerued 
God , and beene enducd with as much truth and honeſtic as 

he had ſtrength and wit: alſo rs Foreft,and Tohn Dighton 
two villaines fleſhed in nmrthers, But to come to the fat, 
it was on this ſort: When Richardthe vſurper had enioyned 
Robert Brackenbarie to this piece of ſeruice of murthering 
che young King Edwardthe fifth, his Nephew,inthe Tower, - 
with his brotherthe Dukeof Yorke,and ſaw itrefuſed by him: 
hee committed the charge of the murther toSir [ames Tirrel, 
whotaſting to the Tower, by the Kings Commiſſion recei- 
ned the keyes into his owne hands, and by the helpe of thoſe 
rwo butchers, Dighton and Foreſt, ſmothered the two Prin- 
ces in their bed,and buried them at the ſtaires feet : which be- 
ing done,Sir Zzmes rede backto king Richard,who gauchin 
great thankes, and as ſomefay, niade him knight forhis la- 
bour, All which things on euerie part well pondered, it a 
pos, that God neuer gave thewarld a notabler example 
th of thevnconftancie of world \Wraſe, and alſo of the 


wretched end which enſtech ſack piphrfull- crudtie : for 
firſt, to beginwith the munifters, Hier Foreff rotted away 
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peecemeale at Saint Martins, Sir James Tirrel died ar the 
Tower hill beheaded for treaſon, King Richard himſelfe 
(as it is declared elſewhere) was ſlaine in the fielde, hacked 
and hewed of his enemies, carried on horſebacke dead, his 
haire in deſpight torne and tugged like a dogpe: beſides,the 
inward torments of his guiltie conſcience were more than 
all the reft : for it is moſt certainely reported, Thar after this 
abhominable deed done hee never had quiet in his ming + 
when heewent abroad, his eye whirled about, his bodie was 
priuily fenced, his hand euer vpon his dagger, his counte. 
nance and manner like one alwaics readieto ſtrike, his ſleep 
ſhort and vnquiet, full of fearefull dreames, infomuch that 
he would often ſuddenly ſtart vp and leape out of his bed, 
and runne about his chamber , his reſtletle conſcience was 
ſo continually toſſed and tumbled with the tedious impreſli. 
on of that abhominable murther. 


CHAP. V. 


of ſuch as rebelled ag4inſs their Superiore, becauſe if 
Subſidies and T axes impeſed vpon them, : |. 
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tothe power of other men,whoſe authority they ought in no 249 
viſe to reſiſt, vnlelle they oppole theinſcluesagainit the ordi- 
nance of God. Therefore this poſition is true by the word 
of God, That noſubjeR ought by force to ſhake off the yoke 
of ſubjeion and obedience duevnto his Prince,or exempt 
himſelfefrom any t2xe or contriburion which by publike av- 
choririe is impoſed : Gre (fairhthe Apoſtle) tribute to whom 
tribute belonoeth,cuſtome to whom cuſtome pertaineth, feare to 
whom foare 1s due,and honor to whom honor is owing, And ge- 
nerally in all ations wherein the commodities of this lite 
(chough with ſome oppreſſion and grieuance)and not the re- 
ligion and ſernice of God,nor the conſcience about the ſame 
is called into queſtion, weeought with all patience troendure 
whatſocuer burden or charge 1s laid vpon vs, without moo- [4 
uing any troubles, or ſhewing any diſcontentments for the 
ſame: for they that haue otherwiſe behaued themiſelnes, theſe 
examples follow will ſhew how well they haue beene ap- 
paied tor their miſdemeanors. 
In the yeare of our Lord 1304 , after that Guy Earle of N:6.Gil-vol.n 
Flanders having rebelled againſt Ph:/ip the Faire his Souc- 
raigne,was by ſtrength of armes reduced into ſubie&ion,and 
conſtrained to delinzer himfelfe and his two ſonnes priſoners 
intohis hends, the Flemings made an inſurrection againſt 
thekings part, becauſe of acertain tax which he had ſer vpon 
their ſhips that arriued at certaine Hhauens : and vpon this oc-. | | 
caſjon great warre, diners battels, and ſundrie-ouerthrowes on — 
Kh Gee grew,burſo,char at 1zft che king remained conque- | l 
ryr,and the Flemings (for a reward of chew rebellion) lofin | 
the laft barte!l ſix andthirty thouſand nien that yyere ſain,be- | 
{xe a great mamber tharwere taken priforiers, | 
' Two yeares after this Flennſh ſtirre, there aroſe a great 7116 (1m 
commotionand hwlieburlie of che rafcall antbaſeft fort oF*%hor. 
peopleat Paris; becauſe of theateration-of theireviries why | | 
bring not fatisfhed with-thepiliage and ſpoilageof their hori. * - 
(cs, whomethey fuppoſed to brexther eauſcs of the faid alte- I 
ration, or by counſel] or other meanes afiy forthereschere- — 
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ynto, came in,great troupes before the kings palace at his 10d. 
ging inthe ceimple,with ſuch an hideousnoiſe & outrage,thar 
ail that day after,neicher the king nor any of his officers dur 
once ſtirre ouer chechreſhold: nay they grew to that ouerflow 
of prideand inſolencie, that the viftuals which were prouj. | 
ded for the kings diet, & carried ro him, were by them ſhame. 
fully chrown vnder feet in the durt,and trampled vponin de- 
ſpight and diſdaine, Bur three or fourcdaies after this tunwlc 
was appeaſed, many of them for their paines were hanged be. 
fore their owne doores, andin the citie gates, tothe number 
of cight and twentic perſons, 

In the raigne of (harles thefixr,the Pariſians(by reaſon of 
a certainetaxe which hee minded to lay vpon them) banded 
themſelues and conſpired together againſt him : they deter. 
mined once (ſaith Froifard)to haue beaten downe Loute and 
S.Vincents caſtle, and allche houſesof defence about Paris, 
that they might not be offenſiue to them, Bur theking(chough 

ong in yeres) handled them ſoripely and handſomely, thac 
fn g taken away from them cheirarmor,the citic gatezand 
chaines of the ſtreers,and locked vp their weapons in S, Vin- 
cents caftle,ke dealc with them as pleaſed him. And thus ther 
pride being quaſhed, many of them were executed and purty 
death : As alſo for the like rebellion were at Troyes, Orhan, 
Chalon,Sens,and Rhemes, 

About the ſametime the Flanerians,and cſpecially theen- 
habitantsof Gaunt wroughtmuch trouble againſt Lews the 
Earle or Flanders, for diuers taxes and tributes whichhehad. 
laicd vpon them,which they in nore[pet would yeeld vnto. 
The matter came to be decided by blowes, and nuch bloud 
was [hed, and many lotles endured on both lides,as ameanes 
appointcd of Godto chaſtiſe as wel the one as the other, The 
Gaunts becing no morein number than fiue or ſix thouſand 
men,ouerthrewthe Earls armic,conliſtivg of forcie thouſand, 
and in purſuit of their vitorie tooke Bruges , whither the 
Earle was gone for ſafety,and lying ina poore womans houſe 
EFTRITIIR {0 thy bans of "a beygne) 0 lhe GEE 
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And thus he fared cill king (Þarles the ſixth ſent an armie of 


2F1 


men to his ſuccor (for hee was his ſubie) by whoſe ſupport Cap.15:. 


hc ouercanethoſe Rebels in a batrell foughten at Roſe Bec,to 
the nuinber of fortie thouſand : and the bodie of their chicfe- 
eaine Philip Artexil, flaine in thethrong, hee cauſed to bee 


hanged ona tree. And this was the end of that cruel! Trage- Nic.G 


die, the countrey becing brought againe into the obedicnce 
of their old Lord. 


A while before this, whilcſt king 9» was held priſoner in Froiſv0l. 1. 
England, there aroſe a great commotion of the common peas 54p-182+ 


ple in France, againſt the nobilitic and gentrie of therealme, 
that oppreſſed them: this rumult began bur with an hundred 
menthat were gathercd together in the countrey of Beauvoi- 
ſin,but that {mall handfull grew right quickly toanarmefull, 
eucn to ninethouſand,that ranged and robbed throughout all 
Brie, along by the river Marne to Laonoiſe, and all abour 
Soifſons, armed with grezt bars ſhod with iron : an headlefle 
crue without Gouernoryfully purpoſing to bring toruinethe 
whole nobility. [n this diforderthey wrought much miſchiefe, 
broke vp many houſes and caftles,murdered many Lords; ſo 
that diucrs Ladies and go, as the Ducheſſesof Norman- 
die, Orleance, were faineto fite for ſafegard ro Meaux:whither 
when theſe Rebels would needs purſue chem,they were there 
ouerthrowne, killed,and hanged by tronps. 

In the yeare of our Lord 1525,there werecertain husband- 
menof Souabe that began to ſtand inreſiſtance againſt the 
Earle of Lupsfen, by reaſon of certaine burdens which they 
complained themlelucs to bee ouerlaied with by him: their 
neighbors ſeeing this, enterpriſed the like againſt their lords: 
Ando vpon thus ſnall beginning (by a certaine contagion) 
there greiy vp a moſt dangerous and feareful} commorion, 
char ſpread itfelfe almoſt ouer all Almaine: the (edition thus 
increaling in all quarters, and the {waines beeing now full 
fortie thouſand ſtrong, making their owne libertzeand the 
Goſpels a clokero couer their treaſon and rebellion,and a pre- 


xnce of their yndertaking armes (to the wonderfull priefe 
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of all that feared God) cid not onely fight with the Romane 
Catholickes,bur with all other v-jthour reſpe&,as wel in So. 
uabe as in Franconia : they deltroyed the greater part of thi 
Nobilicic, ſacked and burnt many caſtles and fortreſſes, 
the number of two hundred , and put to death the Earle of 
Helfeſt, in making him pale through their pa, But at 
length their ſtrength was broken, they diſcomfited androrne 
in pieces with a moſt horrible mallacre of morethan cigh- 
teene thouſand of them. During this [edition there wereſlain 
oneach (ide fifrie thouland men, The captaine of the Souabj. 
an ſwaines called Ge:ſmer hauing beraken himſelfeto flight, 
got ouer the mountaines of Padua,where by treaſon hee was 
made away. 

In theyeare of our Lord 1 517,in the Marqueſdomeofthe 
Vandales,thelike inſurre&ion and rebellion was of the com- 
minalcie,eſpecially the baſer ſort, againſt the Nobilirie,Spiri. 
ruall,and Temporall, by whom they were opprelled with in- 
tollerable exactions : their armie was numbred to ſtand of 
ninetiethouſand men all clowns and husbandmen, that con- 
ſpired together to redrelle and reforme their owne grieuan- 
ces, without any reſpe& of ciuile Magiſtrate, or feare of Al- 
mightic God. This raſcalitic of ſwaines raged and tyranized 
eucre where, burningand beating downe the caſtles andhou- 
ſes of Noblemen , and making their ruines eucn with the 
ground: Nay,they handled the Noblemen themſelues, 25ma- 
ny as they could attaine vnto, not contumeliouſly onely,but 
rigorouſly and cruelly,forthey tormented them to death,and 
carried their heads vpon ſpeares, in token of vitorie, Thus 
they ſwayed a while yncontrolled, for the Emperour Maxi 
milian winked at their riots, as being acquainted with what 
injuries they had beene ouercharged: bur when hee percet- 
ucd that the rude multitude did not limit their furie within 
reaſon, bur let it runne too lautſh to the damnifying as well 
the innocent as the guiltie,he made outa certaine ſmall troup 
of mercinarieſouldicrs,together with a band of horſemen, to 
{uppretſechem,who comming to acitic were preſently ſoen- 
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uironed with ſuch a multitude of theſe ſwaines that like lo- 25.3 
cults oucrſpread the earth, that they though ic impoſſible to 
eſcape with their liues ; wherefore feare and extremitie made 
chem to ruſh out to battell with them. But ſee how the Lord 
proſpereth a good cauſe, for alltheir weake number in com- 
oa of their enemies, yet ſuch a feare polletiedcheir ene- 
mies hearts, that they Hed like troupes of (heepe, and were 
[laine like dogges betorerhem: infomuch, that they thar eſca- 
dtheſword, were either hanged by flockes on trees, or ro- 
ited on ſpits by fires,or otherwiſe tormented to death. And 
chis end befell that wicked rebellious rour, which wrought 
ſuch miſchiefe 1n that countrey , with their monttrous villa- 
nies, that the traces and ſteppes thereof retmaineatthis day to 
be ſeene. 
In the yeare of our Lord 1 3$1, Kichardthe ſecond being 5. Chron. 
king,the Commons of England (and eſpecially of Kent and 
Ellex) by meanes of a taxechart was fer vpon them, ſuddenly 
rebelled, and allembled together on Blackheath, tothe num - 
ber of 60000 or more : which rebellious rout had nor but 
baſeand ignobleteilows for their captains ; as Wat Ter, Jac 
Straw, Tom Millerbut yet they cauſed much trouble and diſ- 
quictnefſe inthe realin,and chiefly about thecity of London, 
where they commitred much villanic, in deſtroying manie 
oodly places, as the Sauoy,and others; and beeing in Smith 
Feld, vſed themſelues very proudly and vnreuerently towards 
the king : but by the manhood and wiſcdom of 7/i//iam wal- 
worth, Major of London (who arreſted theirchiefe captain in 
the midſt of them)chat rude. companie ivas diſcomfited, and 
theringleadersof them worthily puniſhed. 
In hkenanner in che raigne of Hezry the ſeuenth,a great 5tow.Chroa, 
commotion was ſtirred vp in England by the commons of 
che Nortn, by reaſon of a certaine tax which was leuied of 
the terith peny of all mens lands & goods withinthe land; in 
the which che Earle of Northumberland was ſlaine : bur their 
raſh atrempr was ſoone broken, and (hamberlajne their cap- 
tainc with diuers others hanged at Yorke;for the ſame. _ 
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beit their example ſcared not the Corniſhmen from rebelling 
vpon, the like occaſion of a taxe , vnder the:conduQof the 
Lord Audley, vncill by wotull experience they felt the fame 
ſcourge : for che king mer chem vpon blacke heath, anddif. 
comhring their troups, tooke their captaines and ringleaders, 
and put them to moſt worthie and ſharpedeath, 

Thus wemay ſee the vnhappy itJue of all ſuch ſcditious re- 
uoltings, and thereby gather how vnpleaſant they arein the 
ſight of God.Let all people therefore learne by theſeexperien. 
cesto ſubmit themſclues in the feare of God to the higher 
powers, whether they be Lords, Kings, Princes, or any other 
chat are ſer ouer them, 


CHAP. VI. 
Of Muraerers. 


&& S touching Murder, which is (by the 
$ ſecond commaundement of theſe- 
condtable) forbiden'in theſe words 
Tho ſhalt not kil:the Lord denoun- 
d ceth this judgment vpon ir, Thathe 
which ſtriketh a man that hedich, 
C ſhal diethe death. And this 1s cone. 
8 X $ {pondent tothat edict whichhegaue 
ro Noah preſently after the vniuerſall floud, to ſuppreſſe that 
generall crueltie which had taken root from the beginning in 
C4iz & his poſteritie, being careful for mans lite;laying, That 
he will require the bloud of man, at the haxds of either manor 
beaſt that killeth him:adding moreouer, That whoſoewer ſbed- 
deth mans bloud,by man alſo his bleud ſhall be ſhed,ſeeing that 
God created hins after his own #mage: which hee wouldnot 
haue to be baſely accounted of, but deare & precious vnto vs- 
Ifthen the bruit and vnreaſonable creatures are not exempred 
from the ſentence of death pronounced in the law, if they 
chance to kil a man: how much more puniſhable then is man, 
endued with wil & reaſon,when maliczouſly & —— 
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kerh away the lifeof hisneighbor ? But the hainouſnelſe and 25 5 
orcarnelle of this ſinneis moſt lively cxpretled by that ordi- 

nance of God ſet downein the 21. of Deuteronomie, where Dcut. 21. 
it is enjoyned, That if a 1nan be tound ſlaine in the field,and 

it benot knowne who it was that (lew him, chenthe Elders 

and Iudges of the next towne aſſembling rogether,ſhould of- 

fer vp an expiatoric ſacrifice by the hands of the Prieſts, ro 

demaund pardon for that cruel] murcher, that the guilt of 

innocent bloud might nor be umpured vnto them. And if by 

ouerlight or negligence without any malice, hatred, or pte- 

tence, one killed another, yer was hee not exempted from all 
puniſhment , bur ſuffered roflieto the Citie of refuge,to bee Num. 5. 
kept, and as it were incloſed vntill his innocencie were made 

manifeſt , or at the leaſt vntill che death of the high Prieſt. 

From this (it may ſeeme) aroſe the cuſtome of Painums in the 

like caſe ; which was, that if a man vnwillingly had commit- 

ted murder, he did preſently auoid the countrey, and go vato 
ſoine man of power and authotitie of a ſtrange nation, pre- 

ſent himſelfe ac his gate, (itting with his face couered, humbly 
intreating pardon and reconcifiation for his murder : and for 
one whole yearehe might not returne into his owne country. 
On this manner was the ſon of a certaine king of Phrygia en- yerod lib. 2. 
tertained in king {reſ#s court, who ynaduiſedly had ſlain his 
owne brother, Whereby it is manifeit, how odious and exe- 
crablein all ages, and all places,and all people, this homicide 
and murderhath beene : imſomuch that men did ſhunne their 
verie meeting and companie,and abandon them out of their 
temples and publike atJemblies,as people excommunicate and 
prophane, And yetfor all this, mankind (for the moſt part) 
like ſauage beaits hath by the inſtigation of that wicked ſpi- 
r1t (who was 2 murderer from the beginning) beene too too 
addicted to this kindeof crueltie,not being afraid to offer vi- 
olence to nature, and ſhed innocent bloud.Such was che tran- 
t3ikeand peruerſe crueltie of the ſecond man {ain,when with- 
out any occalion', but onely through enuie;, he ſlew his bro« 
ther Abel, and thattrajterouſly : which deed, albeir of os 
one 
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done in ſecret and without the view of men, yet it could not 
ſhun the piercing eye 0: God, who reproued him for It, ſay. 
ing, That the bloud of Abel cried for vengeance fromthe earth, 
And alchough this curſed and wicked murtherer received nor 
ummediatly a condi gne puniſhment anſiwerable to his crime, 
(God to the end to ſpare mans bloud, vling vadeſerued fayor 
rowards him) yet eſcaped he nor {cortree, for hee was purſy. 
ed with a continual torment and ſting of conſcience,together 
with ſuch an incellant feare, that hee became a vagabond and 
a runnagate vpon the earth : and ſeeing himſelfe brought in. 
co ſo nuſerable aneſtare, hee fell ro complaining that the py. 
niſhment was greater than he was able to beare. Thus God 
permitted this wretch to draw our his life in ſuch anguiſh, 
chat fora greater puniſhment he might pine away thereſt of 
his daies without comfort, A man may find inthis worldma- 
ny ſuch brother-murdering Cains,who for no occaſion ſticke 
not tocut their throats, whome (for the bond of commonna- 
ture wherein all men are linked together as branchestoone 
root ) they ought to acknowledge for their brethren and 
friends: vpon whome the heauic hand of God hath not beene 
more {lacke to punitheither by one meanes or other, than it 
was vpon their eldeſt brother Cat», But ſeeing the number of 
them 1s ſo great, and it is not lo conuenient to heape yphare 
ſo hugea mulcitudetogerher, ic ſhall ſuffice onely to recount 
the moſt famous and norableſt of them,as of tholc that haue 
beene men of note & reputation of the warld,or chat through 
an ambitious delire of raigning,haue by armes ſought to x 
chieue their purpoſes: for thele tor the moſt part are thegrea- 
teſt murderers and butchers of all, that chrough their wicked 
aftefions, worldly pompe, or delire of reuenge, haue nore- 
morle of making the bloud of men runne like rzvers vponthe 
earch, making no moreaccount of the life of a man, than of a 
ficor a worme. 

Such an one was Abimelech one of the ſonnes of Gedeon, 
whoto the end to vſurpe the regiment of the people, (which 
his father before hizaretuſed)gorrogether a rout of reſcal a ; 
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vilcfellowes, by whoſe aid comming to his fathers houſe, he 
ſlew ſeuencie of lus brechren,cuen all cxcept /oarhanthe yon- 
gelt,that ſtole away and hid himſelfe. After which maſſacre, 
hceraigned in jolitiethree yeares, and atthe endthereof was 
cut ſhort by God, together with the Sichemites his prouo- 
kers and maintaincrs,who werealſo guiltic of all the innocent 
bloud which hee had (hed : for God lent the ſpirit of diviſion 
berwixt them,ſo that the Sichemites began to deſpiſe him, 
and rebel againſt him;buc they had the worſt end of the ftaffe, 
and were ouercome by him ; who purſuing the viRtorie,took 
their cicie by fyrce,and pur themall to the edge of the ſword. 
And after he had thus tftrojed their citie, put firealſo tothe 
caſtle, wherein hee conſumed neere abour a thouſand perſons 
of men and women,that wereretired thither to ſaue their liue's 
Andthus God brought vpon them the miſchiefe which they 
had conſented and pur their hands vnto: for asthey had lenc 
him aid and furtherance to the ſhedding of his brethrens 
bloud,ſo was their own bloud with their wiues and childrens 
ſhed by him: yet this tyran not content therewith, made war 
alſo with the inhabitants of Tebez,and tooke their citic, and 
would haucforced the tower alſo, wherein the citiſens had in- 
cloſed chemſelues ; butas hee approcked to the wall,a woman 
threw downe a piece of a WS. 10 vpon his head, wherewich 
finding himſelte hurt to death, he commanded one of his ſol- 
diers to kill him outright. And thus this wicked murderer that 
had (hed the bloud of many men, yea of his owne brethren, 
had hi : braines knockt out by a woman,and died a moſt deſ- 
at death, 


The bloudie treacheric of Baana and Rechab,chiefe cap- 2.5ath.4 


taines of /ſhboſheth,Sarls lonne, in conſpiring againſt and 
murdering their raſter whileſt he ſlept, abodenot long vn- 
punithed ; tor hauing cut off his head, they preſented irfor a 


preſent toking Dauid, hoping to gratifie the king,and to re- Treaſon,(ib,2; 
ccjue ſome recompence for their paines. But Daxid being of 59.3.6 4. 


an vpright and true kingly heart, could not endureſuch vile 
treacherie , though againſt the perſon of his encmic bur 
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entertained them as moſt vile traitors and maſter-murdere5 
commanding firſt their hands and feet to be cut off, which 
they had eſpecially imployed as inſtruments about that yilla. 
nie,and afterwards cauled them to be ſlaine, and then hanged 
for an exampleto all others that ſhould attempt Tclke. {ap 
For the like cauſe was Joab(Generz!! of king David; ho 
for killing Abner traiteroully{iwho forſaking !/>boſherh, had 
yeelded himſelfe ro the King) curſed of David, withallhis 
houſe, with a moſt _ and terrible curſe, And yet note 
withſtanding a while after he came _ ro that paſle, as to 
murder Awaſa one of Danidschicte captains, making ſhew 
to ſalute and embrace him, For which cruell deed, albeit that 
in D«xidstime hee receined no puniſhment, yet it ouertooke 
him atlaſt,and theſame kind of crueltie which he hadſotraj- 
ceroully and villanonſly cemmitted towards others,fell ypon 
his owne head,being himſclfe alſo killed as hee had killed 0- 
chers : which happened in king Slomoxs raigne, who exccu- 
ting the charge and commandement of his father,put to death 
this murderer in the tabernacle of God,and by the Altar,his 
ther hg was fled as toa place priuiledged for ſaferic. | 


A fate of examples likevnto the formers. 


—— Fauing thc Scripture, we find in other mt 
SIPS! ters notable examples of this ſubjeft: k 
IP * firftof Afrages king of the Medes,who 
{ % much —_ oo that 
A bc gauc in trait chargethat youn 
4. _ A 1 bes ecden Hong dere "7 
EE———= bc bornc, ſhould be made away by ſont 
ſiniſter praRiſe, to auoidby that meanes the danger wh 
by a dreame was ſignified vnto him. Notwithſtanding the 
yong infant finding triends to preſerue him alinue, and Bron, 


Gogh Tudetmthis; | 
ing vp by meanes ofthe Peeres fauor (co whemehisgrandfa. 259 
ther by his cruell dealings, was become odious) obtained the ; 
Crowne out of his hands,and diſpoſleſiing him, ſeated him- 
ſclfe 1n his roome. 
This Cyr»s was that mightic and awfull king of Perſia, 
whom God vſcd as an inſtrument for thedeliueric of his/peo- 
ple out of the captiuitic of Babylon,as he foretold by thePro- 
phet /ſa/ah:who yer (following kind) made cruel] war in ma- 
ny places for the ſpace of thirtie yeares: and therefore ir was 
nece{larie that he ſhould taſte ſome fruits of ,his inſatiable and 
bloud-thirſtic deſire, as hee indeed did : for after many great 
victories and conqueſts ouer diucrs countries atchieued, go Orof.lib.s s ll 
ing about to aſlaile Scyrhia alſo, hee and his armie toget | 
were ſurpriſed, ouercome, and {laine, to the number of two 
hundred chouſand perſons: and for his ſhame recejued this 
diſgraccat a womans hand, who triumphing in her victorie, 
threw his head intoa ſacke full of bloud, with theſetearmes, | 
Now glnr thy ſelfe with blond which thou haſt thirſted after ſa 4 
long time. | 
Cambyſes,Cyrus ſon,was alfo ſo bloudy and cruell a man, Herod.lib.y; 
that one day heeſhot a neblemans ſonneto the heart,with an 
arrow,for being admoniſhed by his father of hisdrunkennes, 
to which hee was verie much giuen, which he did in indigna- 
tion,and to ſhew that he was not yetſo drunken but he knew 
how to draw his bow. Hee cauſed his owne brother to bee 
murdered priuily, for fcarc hee ſhould raigneafter him z and 
{lew his ſiſter for reprouing him for that deed. In his voyage 
to Ethiopia, when his armie was brought intoſo preat pe- 
nurie of yi&uals, that they were glad to feed vpon horſe fleſh, 
hee was ſo crue}l and barbarous, that after their horſes were 
ſpent he cauſed them to cat zone another : But at hisreturne 
from Xpgypt, the Sufians his chiefe citiſens welcommed him 
home with rebellion: and ar laſt 
ced,that his ſword fell our of the (cabberd,and himſclte vpen 
the point of jt, ſo that it pierced him through, and ſo hee 


dycd. 
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as he was riding,it ſo chan- 
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After that Xerxes by his ouerbold enterpriſe had diſturbed 


Diodor.li6,13. the greateſt part ofthe world, patled theſea,andtranerſed ma. 


ny countries, to theend to aſlaile Greece with innumerable 
forces, he was ouercome both by ſcaand by land, and com. 
pelled priuily to retire intohis countrey with ſhame and gix. 
credit; where he had not long beene,but Artabarw the c: = 
raine of his guard killed him in his pallace by night: who alſo 
atterthatand many other miſchicfes commutted by him, was 
himſelfe cruelly murthered. 

The thirtie Gouernours which the Lacedemonians ſet 9. 
uer the Athenians by compullion, were ſuch eruell tyrans,op. 
preflors,and bloudſuckers of the people,thar they made away 
a great part of them, vntillthey werechaſed away themſelues 
violently: and then becing ſecretly dogged and purſued, were 
all killed one after another. 

Pyrrhus king of Epire that raigned not long after Alex. 
anderthe great,was naturally diſpoſed toſuch a quicknesand 
heat of courage,that he could neuer be quiet but when heyas 
either doing ſome miſchiefe to another,or when another was 
doing ſome ynto him : euer deuiling ſomenew praiſe of 
moleſtation for paſtimes ſake. This his wilde and dangerous 
diſpoſition began firſt toſhew it ſelfe in the death of Ne 
lemns,who was conjoined king with him, whom havingba 
den to ſupperin his lodging vnder pretence of ſacrificetohis 
gods,he deccitfully ſlew : preuenting by that meanes Neqte- 
lem pretended purpoſe of poyſoning him when occalion 
ſhould ſerue. After this he conquered Macedonia by arms, 

and came into Italie to make war with the Romans,inthebe- 
halfc of the Tarentines,and gaue them battell in the field,and 
flew fifreen:thouſand of them in one day:he tooketheir camp, 
reuoked many cities from theiralliance, and ſpoyled much 
of their countrey euen to the walls of Rome: and all thisn 
a trice withouc breathing. Againe by Aſcolic he encountred 
chem the ſecond time, where there was a great ouerthrow of 
each (ide of fifteene thouſand men : bur the Romanes had 


the worlkt,and tooke theirhceles. When hee was intreated ty 


Coas Intlerments, 


the Sicilian embaſſadors to lend them aid to expul'e the Car- 
chaginians out of their Iſle, hee yeclded preſently and chaled 
them our. Being recalled by the Tatentines into Traly fortheir 
ſuccour, he was conquered by the Romans after he had made 
war vponthem fix yeres. At hisreturne to Fpire he re-entred 
by violence Macedonia,tooke many places,ouercamic the ar- 

my of king Antig ons that relzſted him,and had al the whole 

realme rendred into his hand. Being intreated by Cleominus 

to make war vpon, Sparta, totheendto re-inſtall him in his 
kingdome which he was depriued of : forthwith he muſtered 

his forces, belieged the citie, and ſpoyled and waſted all the 

whole countrey, Afterwards there being a (edition rajiſedin 

thecitie of Argos berweene two of the chicfeſt citiſens, one 

ofthe which ſent vnto him for aid, he (what iſſue ſoeuer was 

like to enſue, whither victoric or vanquiſhment)could not a- 

bide in peace from diſquiering others and himſelfe, bur muſt 

needs goe to takepart in that (edition; but to his coſt,euen to 

his JcfiruRion. For firſt in his way he found an cuill-fauou- 
red welcome by an ambulh placed of purpoſe to interrupt 

his journey, ainongft whoun he loſt his ſonne: which miſhap 

nothing diſinaied him,nor abated any whit of his purpoſe or 
courage trom purſuing this journey to Argos, though the ci- 
| tiſensthemſelues intreated him to retire, and though hee had 
no bulineſſethere ſauce onely rolooke ouer the towne : beeing 
arriued by night,and finding a gate left open forhimto cnter 

by,by the meanes of him thar had ſent for him to his aid, hee 

put his ſouldiers in, and polletled himſelfe of the rowne in- 

continently, Burthe citie being aided by Anrigonns and the 

king of Sparta,charged and pretled him ſo ſore,that ke ſought 

Meanes to retireout of the ſame, but could not. At whichtime 


becing about to ſtrikea yong man of thecitie that had done 


him ſome hurt, his mother becing aloft vpon the roofe of an 
houſe, percemuing his intent, threw downe a tile with both 
her hands, vpon his head, and hit him ſuch a knocke vpon 
the necke through default ot his armour, thar it ſo bruiſed his 
joynts,rhat he tellinco a ſudden ſwound,and loſt his ſight,his 
: S 1 _  xaunes 
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raines falling out of his hand, and be himſelf tumbling from 
his ſaddle vpon the ground, which when ſome ofthe ſoldiers 
percciued,they d:ew him our of the gate,andrhere,tomake ay 
end of the tragedie,cut off his head. 

The cruelcie of che Ephori was maruellous ſtrange,” when 
being vnwilling onceto heare che equalitic of lands and poſ. 
ſeflions to be named, which «Mgr their king, for the good of 
the common-wealch (according to the arrient cuſtome and 
ordinance of Licuro)ſought toreſtore: they roſe VP againſt 
him and caſthim in priſon,and there without any procelſe gr 
forme of law ſtrangled him to death, with his mother and 
zrandfarher, But it coſt them verie deerc: for C/eomexes who 


Was} oynt king with Agzs,albeic he had conſented to the ez. 


ning of that web himſelfe, to the end hemightraigne alone; 


yer ceaſed he not to proſecute reuenge vpon them, which her 
did not onely by his daily and vſuall praftifes openly, but]. 
ſo priuily ; for taking them once at aduantage,being at ſupp 

all cogerher, he cauſed his men to kill them ſuddenly as ho 
far. Andthus was the good king Agzsreuenged. But this} if 
murderer,which was ſull;ed & polluted with ſo much blond, 
he went not long vnpuniſhed for his nuſdeeds : for ſoone- 
rer,eAntioonus King of Macedonia gaue him a great ouer- 
throw in a battell, wherein hee loſt Sparta his chiete citicand 
fled into Egypt for ſuccour : where after {mall abode, ypon 
an accuſation laid againit him, he was caft into priſon, and 
though he eſcaped out with hiscompary by cunning & cr, 
yet aShe walked vp and downe Alexandria in armor,in ho 

that through his ſeditious practiſes re citiſens would + 
his part,and helpe to reſtorehim tohis libertie ; when heper- 
ceiucd it was nothing ſo, but that eucry man forſookehin,& 
that there was no hope left of recoucrie,, he commanndedhis 
men to kill one another ,asthey did: In which deſperat func 
and rage he himſelte was flaine,& his bodie being tound,wss 
commanded by king Pro/emie ro be hanged on a gibbert, and 
his mother, wiues,& children that came with himinto Xgipt, 
co be pur to death, And thus Was ric tragical eng of {1 leoments 
1m. Ser es 


Alex arazr the tyran of Pheres neuer ceaſed to make & ſpy 

out all occalions of war againſt the people of Thellaly, to the 
end to bring them generally in ſubieQion vnder his domini- 
on:he wasa moſt bloudy and cruell minded man,hauing nei- 
cher regard of reaſon or juſtice inany aRion. In his cruelty he 
buried ſomealiue, ochers heclothed in beares & bores skins, 
and then ſer dogsattheir tails to rend them in pieces ; others 
he vſed in way of paſtime to ſtrike through wich darts and ar- 
rowes. And one day as the inhabitants of a cerraine citic were 
alſembled togerher in counſcll,hee cauſed his gard to incloſe 
chem vp ſuddenly,andto kilthem aHcuentothe very infants, 
Hee flew alſo his owne vncle, and crowned the ſpeare where- 
with hedid that deed with garlands of lowers,and ſacrificed 
vnto him being dead,as toa god,Now albeitthis cruel Tygre 
was garded con:inually with troups of ſoldiersthat kept night 
and day watch abour his bodie whereſocuer helay,and with a 
moſt ougly and terrible dog , vnacquainted with any ſauing 
himſclfe,his wite,and one ſeruant,that gaue himbis meat,tied 
ro his chamber doore,yet could he not eſcape the cuill chance 
which by his wiues meanes fell vpon him : for ſhectaking a- 
way the aircs of his chamber, ler in chree of her owne bre- 
thren prouided to murther him, as they did: for findinghim 
aſleep,one rooke him faſt by the heeles,the other by the haire, 
wringing his kead behind him,&thethird chruft him thorow 
with his ſ{word,ſhe al this while giuing them light to diſpatch 
their bulinelie, The citiſens of Pheres when they had drawne 
his carkafle abouc their ſtreets,and trampled vpen it their bel- 
lies full,threwit co the dogs to be deuoured;ſo odjous was his 
verie reme:nbrance among them. 
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Ingurth,ſonne to Manaſtabal brother to Micipſa king of $41v8. 


Numidia, by birth a baſtard, for he was borne of a concubiae, 
yetby nature and diſpoſition ſo valiant & ful of courage,that 
he wasnot onely beloued of all men,bur alſo ſo deerely eftee- 
med of by Micyyſa, that heeadopted him joynt heire with 
hisſons Adhorba/and Hiempſal,tohis crowne, kindly admo- 
niſlyng lum wn way of jntreatic to continue the ynion of loue 
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and concord without breach berweene them, which hee Pro. 
miſed to performe. Bur Micipſa was noſooner dceceaſi ed, but 
he by and by not content witha portion of che kingdom,am. 
biciouſly ſought for the whole. For which cauſe hee found 
meanes firſt to diſpatch Hiempſal out of his way by the hand; 
ofthe gard, who in his lodging by night cur histhroat, and 
then by bartell hauing vanquilhed Advervalhis brother, oh. 
tained the ſoleregiment withour controlment. Belideshecox- 
rupted ſo by bribes the Senators of Rome thar had ſoueraigne 
authoritie inand ouer h1s kingdome, thar 1n ftead of punyh. 
ment which his murder cried tor, he was by the decree of the 
Senate allotted tothe one halfeof che kingdome. Whereup. 
on beeing growne yer more preſumpruous,hee made excur(i- 
ons andriots vpon Aaberbals territories,and did him therby 
much iniurie: and from thence falling to open war, put him 
to flight,and purſued himto a citie, where he belieged him ſo 
long,till he was conſtrained to yeeld himſelte, And chanha. 
uing gotten him within his power, put him tothe cruelleſt 
death hee could deuiſe: which villanous deed gaue juſt cauſe 
ro the Romanes,ot that war which they vndertooke againſt 
him,wherein he was diſcomfited :and ſeeing himſelfe viterly 
Joſt,fled ro his ſonin law Bochas,king of Mauritania, to ſecke 
ſupplic of ſuccour, who receiving him into ſategard, proueda 
falſe guard vnto him,and deliuered him into thehands of his 
enemie$,and fo washe carried in triumph to Rome by Mari- 
#s faſt bound ; and being come to Rome,caſt into perperuall 
priſon, where firſt his gowne was torne off his backe by vio- 
lence,nextaring of gold pluckt off his eare, Jap & all;and laft- 
ly,himſelfeſtark naked thrown into a deep ditch, where com- 
bating with famine (1x dates, theſeuenth miſcrably ended his 
———_ like, according to the merits of his miſdeeds, Orfim, 
faith he,was ſtrangled i priſon, 

Acthridates king of Parthia put to death che king of Ca- 
padocia, to ger his kingdome , and after ynder prerence of 
parlying with one of his fonnes, flew himalſo:tor which cauſe 
the Romancstooke vp the quarrell , and made warre = 
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him, by meanes whereof much lotle and inconttenience grew 
vnto him as well by fea as by land Afterhis firſt ouerthrow, 
where one of his [iſters was taxen priſoner,and when he ſaw 
himlſelfc in ſodeſperate a caſe, that no hope of hel pe was left, 
he {le;v two other of his liſters, with two of lus wiues, hauing 
| before this war giuen his fourth (iſter (who alſo was his wite) 
adram of poy'on to make vp the tragedie, Afterward being 
vanquilhed in themght by Pompey the Roman, and pur to 
fight with onely three of his companie, as hee went abour to 
gather a new ſupplic of forces, behold rydings was brought 
him of che reuolc of manieof his Prouinces and countries, 
and of che deliuering vp of thereſt of hisdaughters into Pom- 
peyes hand, aged of che treaſon of his yong ſonne Pharnax,the 
gallanteſt of his ſonnes, and whom hee purpoſed &o make his 
{uccellor, who had joyned himſelte co his enemy, which trou- 
bled and aſtoriſhed him more chan all the reſt : ſo that his 
courage being quite daſhed,& all hope of bettering his eſtace 
extinguiſhed, his other two daughters he poyſoned with his 
own hands, and ſought to praiſe the ſame experiment vpon 
hinielfe,bur that his body was too ſtrong for the poiſon,and 
killed che operation thereof by ſtrength of nature : bur that 
which poyſon could noteffte&,his owne ſword performed. 
Though Pompey the great was neuer ary of the moſt no- 
torious offenders in Ron, yer did this ſtaineof crueltie, anz- 
birion and deſire of rule,cleaue ynto him: for firit he joyning 
himſelfe ro $://z,, deal: moſt cruelly & vnnaturally with Car- 
bo,whom after canuliar conference, in ſhew of friendſhip, hee 


cauſed ſuddenly to be (lain, without ſhew of mcrcie. And with. 


QOvintics Valerins a wile and well lettered man, with whome 
waiking but two orthree turnes,he commirred to acruell and 
vnexpected (laughter. He executed ſeuere puniſhment vpon 
the cnemies of Silla,eſpecially rhoſe that were molt of note & 
reputation,and yninercifully put Brut to death, that had 
rendered himſelfe vnto his mercie. It was he that deuiſed thar 
new combat of priſoners and wilde beafts, to niakethe peo- 


ple ſport withall ; a moſt inhumaneand OE, mag 
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ſee hu;nane and manly bodies torne and diſirembred hg 
bruce and {encelelle creatures: which if we will beleeue P/g. 
zarch,was the onely caule of his deſtru&tion.Now after ſo1na. 
nic braue and gallant victories, ſo many magnificent tri. 
umphs;as the taking of King Hiarbas,the ouerthrow of De. 
mitixz, the conquelt of Africa, the pacitying of Spaine, and 
the ouerwelding of the commotions that were therein, the 
6lcaring of the lea coaſts from Pyrates,the viRorie ouer Af. 
thridates,the ſubduing of the Arabians,the reducing of Syria 
into a Prouince , the conqueſt of Iudea, Pontus, Armenia, 
Capadocia, and Paphlagonia: I ſay after all theſe worthie 
deeds of armes and mightic victories, hee was ſhameſully 0. 
uercome by ſnlizs Ceſar in that ciuile warre, gyerein It was 


x generally thought that he had vndertaken the better cauſe jn 


maintaining the authoritic of the Senat,and defending thelj. 
bertie of the people,as he pretended to doe: beeing thus put 
to flight,and making towards Xgypt,in hope the King (for 
that before time he had beene his turor) would proted and 
furniſh him, that he might recouer himſclfe againe, heefound 
himſclfe ſo farre deceiued of his expeRation, that in ſtead 
thereof the Kings people cut him ſhort of his purpoſe, and 
of his head both at once, ſending it for a token to Ceſar, to 
gratifie him withall, Neuertheletle,for all this, his nuuders 
and betrayers, as the yong King,and all others that werecat- 
ſers of his death were juſtly puniſhed for their crueltie, by the 
hands of him whom they thought to gratifie:for as {eopatre 
che Kings lifter threw her ſelte down at Ceſars feet toentreat 
her portion of the kingdome, and heebceing willing alſo to 
ſhery herthat fauour,was by that meansgotten into the kings 
palace z forthwith che murderers of Pompey beſet the palace, 
and went abour to bring him into theſame ſnare that they 
had caught Pompey in. But Ceſar after that he had ſuſtained 
their greateſt brunt, fruſtratedtheir purpoſes, and recouered 
his forces into his hands, atlayled them with ſuch valour and 
prowelleon all (ides,that in ſhort ſpace he ouercame this WIc* 
cd and traiterous nation. Among the ſlain,the dead bodie 
mY 0 
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of chis young and emll aduiſed King was found, ouerborne 2 67 
wich dure. 7 72odorms the kings ſchoolemaſter (by whole in- Fer 116.4. 
ſtigation andaduiſe both Popes was ſlaine, and this warrc 
vndzrtaken) being eſcaped and fied towards Alla for his ſate- 
cie,found cuen thereſ! ufticient inſtruments boch © abridge his i: 
journey and ſhorten h1s fe. As for tac reſt of that nurdering | 
fellowſhip, they ended cheir liues {one nerc, ſome there, in | 
(chat mecciles clement)the lea,& Dy (chat borſterou; clement) | 
the wind, which though ſcacelelle,yer conld not ſuffer them. | 
to eſcape vn puniſ:ed, 
Althongh that [z:/1 («far (concerning whom more oc- p1yrarch. | 
calion of ſpeeci wil be giuen hereaftcr)did tyrannoully vſurp w 
che key ofthe Romane Common- wealth, and 'intruded him- 
ſelfe into the Empire againſt the lawes, cuſtomes, and authos- 
ricie of the people and Senat, yet was ic accounted a molt trai- 
terous and cruell partto matlacre and kill him inthe Senat,as 
he ſatin his ſear miſdoubring no miſhap,as theſequel of their 
ſeucrall ends whicn were aRtors in this tragedie did declare : 
for the vengeance of God was ſo maniteltly dif] played vpon --,.,f., iba 
tize:n,that nor one of the conf pirators eſcaped, but was purſu- a Fo & 4. By 
ed by ſca and land o cagerly,ti] there wasnot one left of that P!4trarch. | 
wicked crue whom reuenge had not overtaken, :/ſi:25 bee- F 
ing diſcomfitedin the batcell of Philippos, ſuppoling thar | 
Byutws had bene alſo in rhe ſame caſe, vied the ſame ſword a- 
e4inſt him(ſelfe(a maruellous thing) wherewith before he had | | 
ſmitten (Ceſar. Brut allo a few daies after, when a feareful] Extrop. . | 
viltion had appeared twice vato him by night,vnderſtanding 
thereby that ſys time of life was but ſhorr,though hee had the 
bercer of his enemies theday before,yer threw-hunſelfe def] pe- 
rately intothe greateſt danger of the batrel], for his ſpeedier 
diſpatch ; but hee was reſerucd to a more ſhamefull end , for 
ſceing his men laine beforehim , hee reryred haſtily aparc 
from view of men, and ſetting his {wordto his breaſt, threw | 
ainſelie vponir, piercing him throughthe bodie,and ſaen- PF 
ded his life. And thus was Ceſars death reuenged by O#ta- | 
%i45 and eAxthenie who remained conquerors after all that 


blou- 
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263 bloudiecrew was broughtro nought : betwixt whomalſo erg 

long burſt out a moſt cruell dimiſf10n, which grew vnto a furi. 
ous and cruell battell byſea,wherein Azrhonie was ouercome, 
and ſent fying into Xgypt, and there taught his own hands 
to be his murtherers. And ſuch wasthe end of his lite, who 
had beene an ator inthatpernitious office of the Triumyir. 
(hip,and acauſer of the deaths of many men. And foraſmuch 
as ( leopatra was the firlit motiue and ſetter on of Anthoxie to 
this warre,it was good reaſon that ſhe ſhould partake ſome of 
that puniſhment which they both deſerued;as ſhe did: for be- 
ing lurpriſed by her enennes, to the intent ſhe might not bee 
carried in triumph to Rome, ſhee cauſed an aſpe to biteherto 
death, Marke here the pittifull Tragedies that tollowing one 
another in the necke,were ſo linkt together,that drawing and 
holding each other, they drew with them a world of mileries 
to a moſt wofull end : a moſt tranſparent and cleere glalle, 
wherein the viſages of Gods heauy judgements vpon all mur« 
therersarcapparantly deciphered. 


CHAP, VIIL 
Other examples like vnto the former. 


Frer that the Empire of Rome,decli- 
ning after the death of Thesdeſin, 
was almoſt at the laſt caſt, readieto 
yeeld vp the ghoſt, and that Thee- 
dorick king of the Gothes had vſur- 
ped the dominion of Italy vnderthe 

3d SJ Emperor Zeno,he put rodeathtwo 

SV C$ preat perlonages, Senators & chicte 
citiſens of Rome,to wit, $:m:mach4 and Boerize, only torle- 
cret ſurmiſe which he had,withour probabilitie,char they two 
ſhould weaue ſome ſlie web tor his deftrution, Atrer which 
cruell deed,as he waz one day at ſupper, a fithes head of great 


bignelle becing ſcrued into the table, purpoling to be veric 
; | | mere; 


Progpitti 


merrie, ſuddenly the vengeance of God aſſailed, amaſed, 
opprelled, and purſued him fo freſhly, that withort intermiſ- 
ſjon or breathing it ſenc his bodie a ſenceletTe trunke into the 
graue in a moſt ſtrange and maruellous manner: for he was 
conceited (as him(elte reported) that the fiſhes head was the 
head of Smmachits, whome hee had but lately (laine,which 
grinned vpon him,& ſeemed to face him with an ouerthwarc 
threatning and angrie eye: wherewith he was fo ſcarred,thar 
forthwith he roſe trom the table,and was poſletTed with ſuch 
an exceeding trembling and ycie chilnetle that ran through 
all iis joints, that he was conſtrained to take his chamber and 

oe to bed, where ſooneafter with griefe and fretting and di(- 
pleaſure he died, He commirred alſo another moſt cruell and 
traiterous part vpon Oavacer;whome inuiting to a banquet, 
hee deceittully welcommed with a melle of ſwords in ſtead 
of other viftuals, to Kil! him withall, that hee might ſway 
the Empirealone both of the Gothes and Romanes without 
checke, 


Ic was not without cauſechat Artila was called the ſcourge 19nand.Greg: 
of God : for with an armic of fine hundred thouſand men hee de Towrs. 


waſted and ſpoiled all fields, cities, and villages, that he paſ- 
ſed by, purting all to fire and ſword, withour ſhewing mer- 
cieto any: onthis manner he went ſpoiling through France, 
and there at one time gaue battellto the vnited forces of the 
Romans, V icegothes, Frenchmen,Sarmiarians, Burgundians, 
Saxons, and AJmaignes : after that, he entred Italie,tooke by 
way of force Aquilea , ſacked and deſtroyed Milan , with 
manie other cities, and in a word ſpoiled all the countrey : in 
fine,being returned beyond Almaigne, hauing married a wife 
of excellent beautze, though he was well wiued before, hee dt- 
ed on his marriage night ſuddenly in his bed; for having well 
carowſed the day beforc,hee fell into ſo dead a fleepe,that ly- 
ing vpon his backe without reſpeR, thebloud which was of- 
ten woont to ifJue at his noſtrils, finding thoſe conduits ſtop- 


ped by his vprighr lying,deſcended into his throat,and Rtop- 
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pedhis winde . And fo that bloudie tyran that had ſhed tha 
bloud of ſo many people, was himfelte by the effuſion of his 
ewne bloud a ne and ſtifled to death. 

Tthilbald king of Gothia at the inſtigation of his wife puets 
death very vnaduiſedly oneof che chicfe peeres of hisrealme : 
afccr which murder, as heeſat banquetting one day with his 

rinces,enuironed with his gard and other attendants, havin 
Fi band inthedith,and the macat between his fingers,one ſud. 
denly reached him ſuch a blow with aſword,thatit cut of his 

head, ſo thatit almoſt tumbled vpon the table, to thegreat a. 
ſtoniſhmentr of all that were preſent. | 

Sigiſmund king of Burgundy (ſuffered himſelfe to becarri- 
ed away with ſuch an extreame pallion of choler, prougked 
a falſe and malicious accuſation of his ſecond wite,thathe 
cauſed one of his ſonnes which he had by his former wife to 
be ſtrangled in his bed,becauſc he was induced to thinkethat 


hee went about to make himſelfe king : which deed bering 
blowne abroad, Clodemire ſonne to {Todonce and Clotild king 


Referre this of France, and coufin german to Sig i/-4nd,came with anur- 
properly to 
{(ib.2.cap.1 I's 


mic for to reuenge this cruelland yanaturall part ; his mother 
ſetting forwardand inciting himchereunto, in regard of the 
injurie which $:75ſmmnds farher had done to her father aud 
mother, one of whom he {lew, and drowned che other, As 
they were readieto joyne battell, Sigiſmmnnds (ouldicrs fer- 
ſooke him, ſo that hee was taken Rs preſently put todeath, 
and his ſonnes which h:chad by his ſecond wifewere taken 
alſo, and carried captiueto Orleance, and there drowned ina 
Well. Thus was the execrable murcher of Si5i/2»#»dandhus 
wife puniſhed in their owne children. As tor Cleodemire, 
chough he went conqueror from chis batcell, yet was hee en- 
countered with another diſaſtrous misfortune : for as he mat- 
ched forward with his forcesto fight with S:giſmunds bro- 
cher,he was by him ouercome and (laine;and for a furtherdil- 
grace,his diſmembred head faftenced on the top of a pike was 


carried abour to theenterviey of all men. Hee left bean 
un 


him three young ſonnes, whomichis owne brethren and their 
vncles { lotaire and Childebert, notwithſtanding their young 
and tender yeres,tooke from their grandmother Clori/des cu- 
{todie,that brought them vp,asif they would inſtallthem in- 
to ſome part of their fathers Kingdome ; bur moſt wickedly 
and cruelly,to the end to pellefle their goods, lands, and ( cig- 
niories,bereft themall of their liues, ſaue one that ſaued him- 
ſelfein a Monaſterie. In this ſtrange and monſtrous a& {1o- 
rare ſhewed himſclfe more than barbarous, when hee would 
not take pitic vpon the youngeſt of the two, being but ſeuen 
yeares 61d,who hearing his brother (of the age of tenne yeres) 
crying pittifully at his ſlaughter, threw himſelfe at his vncle 
Childeberts feet with teares , deſiring him to ſauc his life : 


wherewith Childebert beeing greatly affefted, entreated his» 


brother with weeping eics to haue pittie ypon him,and ſparc 
the life of this poore infant : but all his warnings and cntrea- 
ties could not hinder the ſauage beaſt from performing this 
cruel] murther vpon this poorechilde,as hee had done vpon 
the other. 
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The Emperour Phocaattained by this bloudie meanes vicepbor: 


the imperiall dignitie, euen by the {laughter of his Jord and lib 18-64p+ 58. 


maſter Mawnricixs, whome as hee fled in diſguiſed atrirefor 
feare of atreaſon pretended againfthim, he being betore-time 
the Lieutenant Generall of hisarmie, purſuedſo maliciouſly 
and hotly,that he onertooke him in hisflight, and for his fur= 
ther griefe, firſt pur all his children ſcuerally to death before 
his face , that eerie one of them might be a feuerall death 
vnto him before hedied, and then ſlew himalſo. This mur- 
derer was hee that firſt exalted to ſo higha point the popiſh 
horne, when at therequeſt of Boniface hee ordained, That 
the Biſhop of Rome ſhould haue preheminenceand authori- 
tie ouer all other Biſhops : which hee did to the end that che 
ſtaine and blame of his moſt execrable murder might be ci- 
ther quite blotted out, or at leaft winked at. Vnder his re- 


pencie the forces of the Empire grew RO nn 
(2 
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- decay : France, Spaine, Almaigne, and Lumbardie, rey. 
& roevths Empire : and at laſt h1mſelfe beeing purſued Moos 
ſon in law Priſc#s with the Senatours,wastaken,and haui 
his hands and tcer cur off, was together with the wholerace 
of his oft-ſpring putto a moſt cruell death, becanſe of his gy. 
el] and tyrannous life. | 
Among all the ftrange examples of Gods judgements 
that euer were declared in this world, that one chat befelt 
King of Poland, called Popic/, for his murders, is for the 
ſtrangenclle thereof moſt worthictobe had in memorie: hee 
reigned in the yeare of our Lord 1346.. This man amongſt 
other of his particular kinds of curſings and ſwearing, where- 
Mwnſt.Coſmog. of hee was no niggard, vſed ordinarily chisoath, fitbe nor 
Mandat.3- trac, would rats might denoure me ; prophecying thereby his 
Curfing,(ih.I, EX ag d Fl Wap" 
9. owne deſtruttion ; tor hee was deuoured euen by the ſane 
meanes which hee ſo often wiſhed for,as the ſequele of hishi- 
ſorie will declare. The father of this Popic/teeling himdelfe 
necre death, reſigned the gouernement of his kingdoneto 
two of his brethren, men exceedingly reucrenced of all men 
forthe valour and vertue which appeared in them, He being 
deceaſed, and Popiel becing growne vp to;ripe and layhull 
yeres, when he ſaw himſelfe in full libertie, withour all bridle 
of gouernement to doe what hee liſted, hee began to ginethe 
full ſwinge to his lawlelle and vnrulicdeſires, in ſuch or, 
that within few daycshe became ſo ſhamelelle,that there was 
no kind of vice which appeared not in his behauiour, cuen to 
the working of the death of his owne vncles, for all their 
faithfull dealing towardshim, which hee by poiſon brought 
to palle. Which being dene, hee cauſed himfelte forchwith 
co be crowned with garlands of flowers, and to be perfumed 
with precious ointments: and cotheendthe better to ſolem- 
niſe hisentrietothe crowne, commanded a ſumptuous and 
pompous banquer to be prepared, whereunto all che Princes 
and Lords ofhis kingdome were inuited. Now asthey were 


abour co giue the onſer ypon the delicate cheere, behold an 
Ne arrmuc 
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his vncles,ſer ypon him, his wife,& children,amid their dain.. 
tics to gnaw them with their ſharpeteerh, inſomuch that his 
gard with all their weapons and ftrength were nor ableto 
chaſe them away, but beirg wearie with reſiſting their daily 
and mightie aflaulrs, gaue ouer the battell: wherefore coun- 
ſell was giuento make great coalc fires round about them, 
that cherats by chat meanes might bee kept off, not knowing 
chac no policieor power of man was able to withſtand the 
vnchangcable decree of God) for, for all their huge forces 
they ceaſed notto run through themidſt of them,& to aſſault 
with their teeth this cruel] murderer. Then they gaue him 
counſell to put himſelte,his wife,and children into a boat,and 
thruſt ic into the middeſt of a lake, thinking that by reaſon of 
the waters the rats would not approch vntothem: but alas in 
vaine ; forthey ſwum throughthe waters amaine,and gnaw- 
ing the boat, made ſuch chinkes into the ſides thercof, that 
the water began to run 1n: which becing percciued of the 
boatmen, amaſed them ſore, and made them make poſt haft 
ynto the ſhoare, where hee was no ſooner arriued, but a freſh 
muſter ofrats py their forces with the former, encoun- 
tered him ſo ſore, that they did him more ſcath than all the 
reſt. Whereupon all his guard, and others that were therepre- 
ſent for his defence, perceiuing it to be a judgement of Gods 
vengeance vpon him,abandoned and forlooke him at once; 
who ſeeing himſclfe deftiture of ſuccour, and forſaken on all 
ſides, flew into a high tower in Chouſturze,whither alſo they 
purſued him, and climbing euen vp to the higheſt roome 

where hee was, fartt cat vp his wife and children (ſhee beeing 

guilie of his vnelesdearh)and laſtly gnewand deuoured him 

co theverie bones. 

After the ſame ſort wasan Archbiſhop of Mentz, called Munſter Co/; 
Tlatto, puniſhed in the yere 940, vnder the reigne of the Em- #9grapbis- 
perour Otho the preat, for the extreme crueltie which hee vſcd 
rowards ccrtaine poore beggers, whome in time of Ts 
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he aſſembled togerher into agreat barne, not torelieue the! 
wants, as hee mighr and ought, bur co rid their lives, a5 "u; 
ought not, but did: for heſer on fire the barne wherein ; 
were,& conſumed them all aliue;comparing them to rats and 
micethat deuoured good corne, bur ſerued to no other goog 
vſe.. Bur God that had regard 2nd reſpett vnto thoſe page 
wretches, tooke their cauſe into his hand, to quit this proud 
Prelate wich juſt reucnge for his outrage commirted apainſ 
them; ſending towards him an armic of ratsand miceto lay 
ſiegeagainſt kim with the engines of their teeth on all ſides; 
which when this curſed wretch perceiued, hee remoouedinto 
a towerthat ſtanderh inthe middeſt of Rhine, not farre from 
Bing, whither hee preſumed this hoſte of rats could not yur. 
ſue him 3 but hee was deceiued : forthey. {wum ouer Rhine 
thicke and threcfold,and got into his tower with ſuch ſtrange 
furie, thatin verie ſhort ſpace they had conſumed himto no. 
ching ; in memoriall whereof, this cower was eucr aftercalled 
the tower of rats. And this was the tragedie of that bloudie 
arch-butcher, that compared poore Chriſtian ſoulestobm- 
tiſh and baſecreatures, and therefore became himſelfea prey 
vnto them, as Popie/ King of Poland did before him : in 
whoſe ſtrange examples the beames of Gods juſtice ſhine 
forth after an extraordinarie and wonderfull manner, to the 
terrour and fearcofall men;when by the means of ſmall aa- 
tures he maderoome for his vengeance, to make entrancevp- 
on theſe execrable creature-murderers , notwithſtanding all 
mans deuiſes and impediments of nature: for the naciue ope- 
ration of the elements wasreſtrained from hindering the pal- 
ſage of them, armed and inſpired wich an inuincible and {u- 
pernaturall courage,to feare neither fire, water, nor weapon, 
till chey had finiſhed hiscommand that ſent them, And thus 
in old time did frogs, flyes,yraſhoppers, andlice, make watts 
with Pharash,atthe command of him thathath all che world 
at his becke. 
Aﬀcer this Archbiſhop, in the ſame ranke of murders a 
nde 
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finde regiſtred many Popes, of all whom the moſt notorious 295 
and remarkable are theſe two, ſrzecext the fourth,and Boxe- 
faceche cighth,whodeſerued rather to be called Nocerts and 
Malefaces than Innocents and Boniface, for their wicked and + 
peruerſe liues: for as touching the firſt of them, from the time 

that he was firſt inſtalled in the Papacie, hee alwaies bent his 
hornesagainſt the Emperor Freder:icke, and fought with him 

with an armie not of men, but of excommunications and cur- 

ſings; as their manner is: and ſeeing char all his thundering 

Buls and Canons could not preuaileſo farreas hee delired, he 
preſently ſought to bring to paſle that by treaſon which by 

force he could not : for he ſo enchanted certaine of his houſe- 

hold ſeruants with foule bribes and faire words,that when by 

reaſon of his ſhort draughe,the poyſon which hee miniſtred #4;erox. 
could not hurt him, heegot them to ſtrangle him todeath, Mariwse 
Moreouer, he was chiefeſower of that warre betwixt Henry, 
Lyntgraue of Thuring, whomehee created King of the Ro- 
manes, and Comrade, Frederickes ſonne,wherin hee reaped a 

crop of diſcomfitures and ouerthrowes: after which, hee was 

found ſlaine in-his bed, his bodie being full of blacke markes, 

as if he had beene beaten to death with cudgels. 

| Concerning Boniface, after hee had by ſubtile and crafrie Balens- 
meanes made his predeceſſor diſmiſſe himſelfe of his Papacie, 

and eathroniſcd himfelfe therein, heput him to death in pri- 
ſon,and afterward made war vpon the Gibilines,and commit- Murdering 
red much crueltie;whereforc alſohe died mad.,as we heard be- Popes: 
fore. But touching Popes and their puniſhments,we ſhall ſee 

more inthe 44 chapter following, whither the examples of 
themare referred, that exceeding 1n all kind of wickednelle, 

cannot berighely placed in the creatiſe of any particular com- 
mandement, 
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Other menuorable examples of the ſame [ubiet. 
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g F wee deſcendfrom antiquities to hj.. 
& ſtorics of later and freſher memorie 
wee ſhall finde many things worthie 
F report and credit:asthat which hap. 
2 pened inthe yere 1405 betwixttwo 
> Gentlemen of Henault ; the onegf 
which accuſed the other for killing 
> a CA necre kinſman ef his, which the 
other vtterly and ſtedfaſtly denied : whereon Duke illiem, 
Countic of Henault, offered them the combat inthe citie of 
Queſney to decide thecontrouerſie, whenas by law it could 
not be ended; whereuntothey beeing come, and hauing hio- 
ken their ſpeares in two,and cacountered valiantly withtheir 
ſwords, at length hee that was charged with and indeed gull- 
ticof the murder, was oucrcome of the other , and madeto 
confelſe with his mouth in open audience the truth of the 
fat : Wherefore the Countic adiudged him in the ſame 
place to bee beheaded ; which was ſpeedily executed, ad 
the conquerour honourably conducted to his lodging,Now 
albeit this manner; of deciding controuerlies bee not appio- 
ued of God, yet wee muſt nor thinke it happenedat allad- 
uentures, bur rather that the iſſue thereof came of the Lord 
of Hofts, that by this meanes gaue place to theexecution of 
his moſt high and ſoucraigne juſtice, by manifeſting themur- 
derer, and bringing him tothat puniſhment which hee dc- 

ſerued. 
£xguerran de About this veric time there was a moſt cruel! and outra* 
Xonftr, Vol.1. gious riot praiſed and performed vpon Lewis Duke of Or- 
eance, brotherto Charles the ſixth, by che complor and dc- 
uiſe of John Duke of Burgundic, who(as hee was naturally 
haughtic and ambitious) went about ro vſurpethe _ 
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ment of the realme of France, for that the king by reaſon of 277 
weakenelle of his braine was not ablero mannage the affaires 
c|1ereof, ſo that great trouble and vnciuill warres were growne 
vp by that occalion in euerie corner of the realme. As there- 
tore heeaffeRed and gaped after the rule, ſoheethought no 
meanes diſhonelt to atraine vnto it, and therefore his Sn en- 
rerpriſe was to take our of the way the Kings brother, who 
ſtood berwixt him and home. Hauing therefore prouided fit 
champions for his purpoſe, hee found opportunitie one nighe 
co cauſe him to come out of his lodging late by counterfeit ro- 
kenstrom the king,as if he had ſent for him about ſome mat- 
ters of importance : and being 'inthe way toS. Pax! hoſtle, 
where ne kings lodging was 1n Paris, the poore Prince ſul- 
pcCting nothing,was ſuddenlyſec vpon withceighteen roiſters 
at once,with ſuch turie and violence, that in verie ſhort ſpace 
chey lett him dead vpon the pauement, by the gate Barber, 
hisbraines lying (ſcattered abour the ſtreet, After this de- 
celtableand odious at committed and deteed , the cruel! 
Burgundian was ſo farrefrom ſhaming, that hee vanted and 
boalted at ic,as if he had atchicued the moſt valorous and ho- 
nourable exploit in the World (fo farre did his impudencic 
outſtretch the bond of reaſon.) Neuerthel«fle, co c:ft ſome 
counterfeit colour vpon this rough practiſe, hee vied che con- 
ſcienceand fidelicie of three famous Diuines of Paris, who 0- 
penly in publicke allemblies approucd of this murder;ſaying, 
That he had greatly offended, 1the had left it vndone, Abour 
this deuice hiee emploied eſpecially M.1ohz Petit,a Sorboniſt 
DoQtor,whoſeraſhnelle and brafen-facednefle was ſo great,as 
in the councel-houſe of the King, ſtoutly to auerre, That thar 
winch was done in the death of che Duke of Orleance was 
a vertuous and commendable action , and the author of ir 
£0 vce void of fault, and therefore ought to be void of pu- 
lment, The preface which this braue Orator vſed,was, 
That hee was bounden in duetis to the Duke of Burgundie, 
:n regard of a good]y penſion which hee had receiued at his 


z2nds, and for that cauſe hec had prepared his poore totgue 
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in token of gratitude to detend his cauſe, He might better 
haue ſaid chus, That ſeeing his rongue was poore and miſera- 
ble, and heehimſclteaſenceletle creature, therefore he oughr 
not to allow or defend fo obſtinately ſuch a deſtable ang 
traiterous murder commitred ypona Duke of Orleance, and 
the ſame the Kings brother, in ſuch vile ſort ; andthar if he 
ſhould doe otherwiſe, he ſhould approue of that which God 
and man apparantly condemned, yea the verie Turkes and: 
greateſt Paynims vnder heauen and that hee ſhould juſtific 
che wicked, and condemne the innocent, whichis an abho- 
mination before God ;. and ſhould pur darkenelle in fteadof 
light, and callchat which is cuill, good : (for which the Pro- 
phet Eſay in hisfifth chapter denounceth the judgements of 
God againſt falſe prophets) and (hould follow the ſteps of 
Balaam which let our his tongue to hire for the wages of ini- 
quitie; but none of theſe ſuppoſes came once into his minde, 


| But to returne to our Hiſtorie: The Duke of Burgundie by 
ujng, the tongues of theſe braue DoRors at his commande- 


ment, and the Pariſians who bore themiſclues partially in this 
quarrell ( generally fauourers of his [1de) came to Paris in 
arines,to juſtzhe himſelte, as hee pretended, and ſtrucke ſucha 
dreadfull awe of hinfelfe intoall mens mindes ,that notwith- 
ſtanding all the earneſt purſuic of che Duchelle, che widow 
of Orleance,for juſtice, he eſcaped vnpuniſhed, vntill God(by 
other meanes) cooke vengeance vpon him: which happened. 
after a while,afrer that thoſe his complices of Paris(beingbe- 


 comelordsand rulers of the citie) had commirred many hors 


ribleand cruell murders, as ofthe Conſtable and Chancellor, 
two head othcers of therealm,whoſe bodies faſt bound toge- 
cher,chey drew naked through the ſtreets from place co place 
in moſt deſpightful manner : for the Daulphin eſcaping cheir 
hands by night, and ſafegard in his caſtle, after that hee heard 
of the ſei{ure of rhe citie, found means to atleinble certain for- 
ces,and marched to Montereaufautyon with 20000 men, of 
purpoleto be reuenged on the Duke for all his braue and r10- 
ous demeanors : hicher, ynder colour of parling and deuiling 

new, 
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new meanesto pacihe theſe 01d ciuill troubles,hee enticed the 279 
Duke, and beeing come, at his verie firſt arriuz!l, as heewas 
bowing his kneein reverence to him, hee cauſed him to bee 
(laine. And on this manner was the Duke of Orleance death 
quitted, and theemill and crueltie ſhewed towards him, retur- 
ned vpon the murderers owne necke for as heſlew him tre- 
cherouſly and cowardly,ſo was he alſo crecherouſly and cow- Treaſon,(jh,z 
ardly {laine,andjuttly requited with the ſame meaſure that he £42.3+ 
before had meaſured to another : notwithſtanding herein the 
Daulphin was not free from a grieuous crime of diſloyaltie 
 andtruth-breach, in working hisdeath without ſhame of ej- 
therfaich-breach or perjurie, and thatin his owne preſence, 
whome hee had ſo ofren with proteſtation of aſſurance and 
ſafctie, requeſted ro come vnto him. Neither did he eſcape 
ynpuniſhed for it ; for after his fachers deceaſe he wasin dan- 

er of loſing the Crowne, and all for this cauſe : for Philip 
Duke of Burgundie taking his tathers reuengeinto his hands, 
by his cunning deuices wrought means to Bf place him from 
che ſucceſſion of the kingdome, by according ' a marriage be- 
ewixt the King of England and his (iſter,to whonthe in fayor 
agreed to giue his kingdome in reuerſion after hisowne de- 
ceaſe, Now as ſoone as the King of England wasſeiſed vpon 
the gouernement of France, the Daulphin was preſently ſum- 
moned tothe marble Table, ro giue anſwere for the death of 
the old Duke : whither, when he made none appearance,they 
preſently baniſhed him the realme, and pronounced him to 
be vawortchie to be ſucceeder to the noble Crowne :; which 
truely was a verie grieuouschaſtiſement, and ſuch an one as 
brought with it a heape of many miſchictes & diſcomficures, 

which nappencd in the warre betwixt England and him, for 

the recouerte of his kingdome. PF 

Peter, ſonne to Alphonſius King of Caftille, was a moſt Fro 9 1. 

bloudie and cruell T'yran : for firſt he pur to death hisowne ©#* 
wite, the daughter of Peter Duke of Burbon,and lifter to the 
Dn of France : next hee ſlew themother-of his' baftard 


rother Hezrie together with many Lords and Barons of the 
ERR realme, 
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realme, for which hee was hated not onely of all his ſubjegs; 
but alſo of his neighbor and adjoyning countries: which ha: 
tred moued the aforeſaid Henrie to aſpire vnto the Crowne. 
which, what with che Popes auouch, who legitimated him, 
and the helpe of cataine French forces, and the ſupport of 
the Nobilitie of Caſtille, he ſoone atchicucd.Peterthus aban. 
doned,put his ſafeſt gard in his heeles,and ficd to Bordeaux, 
towardsthe Prince of Wales, of whome hee receiued ſuch 
ggod entertainment, that with his aid hee ſoonere-entred his 
loſt dominions, and by maine battell chaſed his baſtard bro- 
ther our of the confines thereof: but being re-1nſtalled,whileſt 
his cruelties ceaſed not to multiply on euerie (ide, behold 
Henrie (with a new ſupply out of France) began to aſlayle 
himafreſh, and puthim once againe to his ſhifcs : but all thar 
he could doe,could not ſhift hum out of Herries hands, who 
purſued him ſo hotly,that with his owne hands hee ſoonerid 
him out of all troubles, and afterwards peaceably enjoyedthe 
kingdome of Caſtile. 

But aboue all the horrible murders and maſlacres that euer 
were heard or read of in this laſt age of the World,that blou- 
die maſſacre in France, ynder thereigne of (ares th» ninth, 
is moſt famous, or rather infamous ; wherein the noble Ad- 
mirall, with many of the nobilitic and gentrie, which were 
Proteftants , were moſt traiterouſly and cruclly murdered 
In their chambers and beds in Parts, the foure & twentieth of 
'Auguſt,in thenight: in this mallcre were butchered in Paris 
that verie night ten thouſand Protceſtants,and in all France, 
(tor other cities followed the exampleof Paris) thirtie, or as 
ſaine ſay,forty thouſand.] will not ſtand rorelate che partiau- 


Uar circumſtances aud manner thereof, it being at large delcrt- 


bed by diuers writers both in French and Engliſh:only co our 
purpoſe, lec vs conſider the judgemears and vengeance of Al- 
mighcic God ypon the chicfe practiſers and plotrers thereof; 
which were thele : (Þar/es che ninch then King, by whoſe 
commiſiion and commandemenc chis matlacre . was vndet- 
taken ; his brocher and ſucceiſour the Duke of Anjou z the 
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1:en2 mother, his baſtard Hcocher, and che Duke of Gniſe, 281 
yeach2 wholeroyneot Paris ; and generally all France was 
Miley chereo% Now odſerie Godsjult revenge : (4ar/eshim- 
{elte ad che thred of his lite car of by the immediat hand of 
Gd, by alongandlingring licxnetle,and that before he was 
cometo the full age of 24 yeres : in hislicknelle bloud if[ued 
in grear abanJunce our 0*inany paces 0: his bady,infonuch 
chat ſo:mztimes Nic tell and wallowed in his owne bloud: that 

as hee had d-lightto ſhed the bloud ot ſo many innocents, ſo 
hee might now at the latter end of his dayes bee glutted with 
bloud. And lurely by this meanes the Lord didputhim in 
minde of [11s former bloudie murders, to draw him to repen- 
cance, if it werepotliole, The Dakeot Anjou,who ſucceeded 
this Charles in the Crowne of France, and was called Hemry 
the third, was murdered by a young Iacobine Monke, called 
Frier Jaques Clement at the inſtigation of theduke de Maine 
and others of the league, and thar (wherein appeareth mani- 
feſtly the hand of God)in theſelfe ſame chamber at $.Clouss 
wherein the Councell for the great malacre had beene taken 
and plotted,as it is conſtantly affirmed. The Dake of Guiſe,in 
the yeare 1588, the 23 of December, was murdered by the 
kings owne appointment,being ſent for into the kings cham- 
ber ouc of the councel chamber, where attended him 45 with 
rapicrsand poniards readie prepared to receiue him, The Q. 
mather {oore after the (laughter of the Duke of Guiſe, tooke 
che matter ſo to heart, that hee went to bed,and dyed the firſt: 
of Iznuaric afcer. Touching all the reſt that werechiete actors 
ia the tragedie, few or non: cſcaped theapparant vengeance 
of God : and 2s for Paris and che wholerealm of France,they 
alſo felt rhe ſeuere ſcourge of God) jattice, partly by ciuile 
wars and bloudſhed,and purtly oy 'a.zine andother plagues ; 
ſorhattheLord hach plainly made knowne tothe world, how 
precious in the light of his moſt Holy Mijeſtie, is the death 
or 1nnacents, and how jmpollible itis tor cruell murderers co 
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CHAP, X. 


Of divers other Murderers, and their 
ſenerall puniſhments. 


dP Ax inns from a ſhepheard in Thr; 
cla,grew to be an Emperor in Rome 
by theſe degrees : his exceeding 
ſtrength and {wiftnelle in running 
Z4 commended him ſo to Sexeru then 
= Emperour, that hee made-him of his 
9\ gard; from that he aroſe to beaTri. 
YL wx > \£$3 bune, & at laſt to be Emperor:which 
lace he wasno ſooner !n polleſſion of, but immoderat cruel. 
tie (all this while buried) beganto ſhew itſelfe: forhee made 
hauocke of all the Nobilitie,and put to death thoſe that heſu- 
ſpeed to be acquainted with his eſtate: inſomuch as ſome 
called him (clops,ſome B#uſiris,others Antens, for his aud. 
_ tie, Wherefore the Senate of Rome ſceing his indignitie, pro. 
claimed him an enemie to thejr commonwealth, and madeit 
lawfull for any man to procure his death: Which beei 
knowne, his ſouldiers lyingat the ſiege of Aquileia,mo 
with hatred,entred his tent at noone day,and ſlew him and his 
ſonne together. 

[aſtinianche younger (no leiſe hatefull to his ſubjedsfor 
his crueltie than CHaximmm)was depoſed from the empire 
by conſpiracie, and hauing his noſthrils ſlit,cxiled to Cherlo- 
na, Leontins ſucceeding in his place, Howbeit erc long here- 
couered his Crowne andScepter, and returned to Conſtant!- 
nople,exerciſing more crueltie at his returne,than euer he had 
done before: for he notonly put to death Leoxtins & Tibert- 
245,bur alſo al thatany way fauored their parts. It is ſaid oftums 
chat he neuer blew his mangled noſe, but he cauſed one of the 
to be executed to death. At lathe was ſlaine by Philippicms 

r0 
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to verifie the word of the Lord, That lice which ftriketh with 28 3 
the {word ſhall peril with che (word. 

Alboaur king of Lumbardie, drinking Vpon atime to his 

wite K2/omzad 11 4 cup made of herfathers skull(whomhein 
bactell had ſlaine) fo difplcated her therewith, char ſhee (actri- 
bucing more to natural atcction than vnitie of marriage)de- 
creed iwith her {elte to hazard life and k1ngdome,to be reuen- 
ged vpon this grieuous Injuric ; waeretore {he thus praiſed: 
A knight called H:wichild was enaimoured with one of her 
nnids ; him hee brought into a ſecrer darke place by policie, 
in (ew to joy His loue,, bur indeedto be at her command; 
for (hee ſupplied his loues place: and then diſcouering her 
ſelfe, put it to his choice, cither to kill her husband, or tobe 
accuſed by her of this villanie. 7Ternichild choſe the former, 
and indeed murdered his Lord in his bed ; andafter the deed 
done, fled with her to Rauenna, Bur marke how the Lord rc- 
quited this murder,cuen moſt ftrangely; for they both which 
had beeuelinke together in the faft, were Jinkt together alſo 
inche puniſhment ; and as they had beenejoynt inſtrujuents 
of anothers deſtruction,ſo he made thein mutuall inſtruments 
of cheir own:for Roſrmmnd thinking to poiſon him too,made 
him drinke hal:e her medicine ; bur hs feeling the poiſon in 
his veines, ftaied inthe mid way, and made her ſup vp the 0- 
ther halfe for her part : ſo they died both together, 

The Electors ot che Empire diſagreeing in ſuffrages, Adol- 4 aſt. Coſm. 
phius Duke of Natlauia,and Albertzz Duke of Auſtria, tooke | EE 5 _ 
vpon.them the regiment and managing of the State: where= 
upon prew grieuous wars inall Germanie,and diflention be- 
tivcen thetivo State-men;{ © that eA, dolphus was (laine by the 
Dukeof Auſtria in batcell by the cicie of Spirc: whoſe death 
was thus notably reuenged. Allthat tooke part againſt hum, . 
or that were accef[arie to the raurder, peruthed moſt ſtrange- 
ly ; Albert Earle of Hagerloch was flaine, Orto of Ochſen- 
{teme was hanged, che Biſhop of Mentz died ſuddenly of an 
popicxic, 1n ms cella;, the Biſhop of Strasbrough was bur- 


cheres. 
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284 chered by a Brtcher : the Earle of Leimingen died of a frenſie 

| the Duke of Aultria himlſelte was ſlaine by his nephew 12h 

from whom © :Þ:4 takenthe government of Sucuia, becauſe 

of his vnthr: © :nelle : gereerally chey all came to deſtruion 

ſo grieuous 1. *he cry of innocent bloud,againftthoſe that _ 

u:/.;etherevr, | 

Treaſon,lib.z. Atcer th death of 77/0/dimzirizs king of Rhythenia, his ſon 
be. (OP. Zo Ber:fus ſuc :eded in thekingdome, who though he was a ver. 
li} tuous and 1:gious Prince, yer could not his vertue orreligi. 
on primlc.ge hun trom the malice of his brother Saadopolewy 

who gaving and itching for the Crown,ſlew his brother this 

good prnceas hewas ſleeping in his chamber,together with 

Ehbroi. Pol.liv, hy; =1quirethat attended vpon him ; and not content here. 
*£4P-1%% with, but adding murder to tnurder, he aflaulted another of 
his brethren by the ſame impietie, and brought himtothe 

ſame end, Vhercupon thelaſt brother ori//azs(to bee reven. | 

ged on this villanie)ſer vponhim withan army of men,&kil- 

ling his complices,drouehim to fly to Crachs king of Polo. 

nia for ſuccour : who furniſhing him with a new armie, ſent 

him backe againſt his brother, in which batte)(hisſucceſle be- 

ing equall cothe former) hee loſt hismen,and hiniſelfe eſc- 

ping the {word,died in his Hightto Polonia,and was bunedin 

2 bale and ignoble ſepulchre, fic enough tor ſo baſe andigno- 

ble a wretch. And that we may ſee how hatcfull and vngodly 

wo athjng it is to be either a ptoteCtor or a ſauer of any murderer, 
marke the judgement 07 God thac fell vpon this king of Po- 
Treaſcn,lib.2, Jonia,thoughnot in his owne perſon, yer in his pofteritie;for 

| £7030 he being dead, his eldeſt ſonand heire Crachs was murdered 
by his yonger brother Lech:#4,as they were hunting, ſodiſgu- 

ſed andtorn,that euery man 1umpured his death not to Lechm 

(whoſe eyes dropt crocadiles teares) bur to ſome ſauage and 

cruell beaſt: howbeit ere long(his trechery being diſcouered, 

and dilleiſcd of his kingdome) hee dicd with extreamegriete 

and horrour of conſcience. And thus welee that Crachxs us 


kingdome came to deſclationfor maintaining a men 
| on 
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[obn the high Prieſt of Icruſalemyſon and ſuccelfor to Jus age 
4.1, had a brother termed /eſuw, to whom B agoſesthe lieute- , 
nant of Artaxerxesarmy promiſed the Prieſthood, meaning 1oſeph. anti 
indced to depoſe /obn, and inftall him in hisroome : vpon 1udaic li Ag 
which occaſion this /c/#s growing inſolent, {pared not tore- 
uile his brother,and that 1n the cemple,with znmnodeſt & op- 
probrious ſpecctcs,lo that his angerdeing pronoked,he ley 
him in his rage za moſtunpious part for the high Prieſt to p,,ch,....- 

| panat:on 
pollute the holy temple with bloud,and that of his owne bro- of boly things, 
ther,& ſo impious, thattheLord in juſtice could not chuſe bur £ib.1.cap. 34+ 
aniſh the whole nation for it moſt feuerely . Forthis cauſe 


Bagoſes impoſeda tribute vpon them, euen a molt grieuous 
tribute, that for cuerie lambe they offered vpon the altarthey - 
ſhould pay fiftie groars ro the king of Perlja,belides the pro- 
phanation of their temple with the vncircumciſed Perſians, 
whocntred into it at their pleaſures,& ſo polluted the Sanus 
arie and holy things of God : this puaiſhment continued vp- 


on them ſeuen yeares,andall for this one murder. 
Gerhardus Earle of Holfaria, after hee had conquered the Treaſongib.a; 


Danes in many and ſundrie battels, was trateroully (laine in c4p3. 
the citie Kanderhuſen, by one Nicolas [acobies,a rich Baron: 

ſo that whom the open enemy feared inthe field, him the pri- 
vieſubtill foe murdered 1n his chamber, Bur the traitor and 
murderer, albeit he fled to the caſtle Schaldenburg,and got 

band of ſouldiersto detend humſelte, yer he was ſurpriſed by 

the Earles ſonnes,who tormenting him as became a traitor to 

be tormented,at laſt rent his bodie into foure quarters, and{o 

his murder and treaſon was condignely puniſhed. 

ABSoue all,the execution of Gods vengeance is moſt nota- G,cg.,propy;, 
bly manifeſted inthe puniſhment and dereion of one Par = /ib.1.cap.36. 
theniuszan homicide, treaſurer to Theodobert king of France : 
who hauing traiterouſly ſlaineanefpeciall friend of his called 
Auſanm, with his wife Papianilla, when no man ſuſpeted 


| 
or accuſed him thereof, hee deteed and accuſed himſelfe This example 
afcer this ſtrange manner: As hee ſlept in his bed, ſuddenly Wy (i 
hee roared our molt pictifully, crying for helpe,or clſe hee atannd Lora 4 
ns 1 peri- 
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285 periſhed: and being demanded what heailed, he halfe alleepe 
anſwered, That his friend Arſanim and his wite, whomehee 
had ſlaine long agoe, ſummoned him to judgement before 
God: vpon which confeſſion heewas apprehended,and afiex 
due examination ſtoned codeath. Thus thoughall witneſſes 
faile, yet a murderers owne conſcience will bewray him, 

Caſh.Hed.li.6, Pepin and Martellufns ſonne, kings of F rance,enjoying 
COD 17+ proſpericie and eaſe, tell into diuers monſtrous fins :as to for. 
{ake their wiues and follow whores: which filchineſſe when 
the Biſhop of Tungria reprooued, Dodo the harlots brother 
murdered him for his labor: but he was preſently taken with 
the vengeance of God, euena loulie and moſt filthie diſeaſe, 
with che griefe and ſtinke whereof beeing mooued,hethtew 
himſclfe into the river of Moſa,and there was drowned, 
Martian: How manifeſt and cuident was the vengeance of God yp. 
Scotus. on the murderers of Theodorick Biſhop of Treuerſe: Comade 
the authour of it diced ſuddenly: the ſouldier that helped to 
Hermens cox- throw him downe from the rocke,was choaked as hee wa at 
CFAEE Hs ſupper: cwo other ſeruants that laid co their hands to this nur: 
der,flew themſelues moſt deſperatly. 
Caſþ-Hed:li,s, About the yere of our Lord p00, Geilian the wife of Ge 
cap.10- bert prince of Wurtiburg,being reproued by Ki/ianm for in- 
celt (for ſhee married her husbands brother ) wrought ſuch 
meanes, that both hee and his brethren were Jepcine of their 
liues ; but the Lord gaue her vpto Satan in vengeance,ſothut 
= gy preſently potleiſed with him,and ſo continued tilher 
ying day. | 
A certaine woman of Millaine in Italic hung a yong boy, 
and after deuoured him in ſtead of meat, when as ſhee w 
none other vicuals : and when ſhee was examined about the 
crime, ſhee confelled that a ſpirit perſuaded her to doe it, tel- 
ling her, thatafter it ſhee ſhould atraine vnto whatſoeuer ſhee 
' = delired: for which murder ſhee was tormented to death by 4 
lingring and gricuous puniſhment, This Ariana r 
ro haue happened in his time. And ſurely howſocuer openly 
che Divell ſheywerh nor hunſelte, yerhe is themoouer __ pi 
NOT CRIED ge, ua 
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ſuader of all murders,and commonly the Door. For hede- 
lighterh in inens blouds andcheir deſtrudtion, as in nothing 
MOTC, 

A gentleman of Chaleur in Foſlignie, beeing in the Duke 
of Sauoyes armie, in Septeimberthe yeare of our Lord 1 5 89, 

and grieuing to behold the cruelties which were exerciſed vp 
on the poore inhabirants of that countrey, reſolued to depart 
from the ſaid arimic: now becaule there was no ſafer nor nee- 
rer way tor him, than to crotlethe laketo Bonne, he entreated 
one of his acquaintance, named /o/y Y;{ainego procure him 
means of ſate palſage ouer the lake: who for that purpoſe pro- 
cured ewo watermento tranſport him,with his horſe,apparel, 
and other things: being vpon thelake,the watermen, where- 
ofthe chieteſt was called Aartir Bowrrie, fell vpon him and 


cut his throat : Joh» Villaine vnderitanding hereof,complai- + 


ned to the magittrates ; but they being foreltalled with a pre- 
ſent from the murderer,of the gentlemans horſe,which was of 
great value,made no inquiſition into the matter, but ſaid,that 
he was an enemy which was diſpatched : andſo the murderers 


were juſtified;bur God would nor leaueitſo vnpuniſhed : for. 


abour the fifteenth of Iulic 1 5g1,this Bowrrie going withdi- 


ers others to ſhoot for a m_ 'as hee was charging the har= 


uebuſe which he had robbed the gentleman of when he mur« 
f var him,it ſuddenly diſcharged of it ſelte,and ſhot the mur- 


derer through che hearc,ſo that he fell downe ſtarke dead,and 


neuer ſtirred nor ſpake word. 
$ Hiſtorieof 


In the firſt troubles of France, a Gentleman of the troup 


þ France,Charlz- 


which beſieged Moulins 1n Bourbonnois, was taken wi | 
. theninth, 


licknelſe, in ſuch ſort that hee could not follow his companie 
when they diſlodged; and lying at a Bakers houſe which pro- 
felled much friendſhip and kindnelle to him, hee put ſuch 
confidence in him, thatheſhewed himall the money that he 
had : but ſo farre was this wretch from either conſcience or 
common honeſtie, that as ſoone as it was night hee moſt wic» 
kedly murdered him, . Now marke how God reuenped it: 
ithappened not lovg after, that che murderer being in ſen- 


tinel], . 


_ 
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nell, one of his owne fellowes vnawares ſhothim through thi 
arine with a harquebulc, whereof he languiſhed the ſpace of 
three moneths, and then died ſtarke mad. 

The towne of Bourges being yeelded by Monſieur Dy. 


 #0y, during the firſt troubles in France, the inhabitants wae 


inhibited from calking together, either within or without the 
towne, or from beeing abouc two together at atime: vnder 
colour of which decree many were molt cruelly murdered: 
And aprincipall ator herein was one Garget captaine of the 
Bourbonne quarter, who made a common practiſe of killing 
innocent men , vader that pretence, But ſhortly after, the 
Lord that heareth the crie of innocent bloud met with him: 
for he was ſtricken witha burning feuer,and ran vp anddown 
blaſpheming che name of God, calling vpon the Dmuell, and 
crying out it any would go along with him to hell, he would 
Pay his charges ; and ſo dicd in deſperate and franticke man- 
ner. 

Peter Martin , one of the Queries of the King of France 
his ſtable, and Poſt-maſterat a placecalled Lynge , in the 
way towards Poy&ou, vpon a ſlcight accuſation, withoutal 
juſt forme of lawfull procefle, was condemned by a Lord to 
be drowned : The Lard commanded one of his Faulknersto 
execute this ſentence ypon him, vpon paine to bee drowned 
himſelfe : whereupon hee performed his maſters command; 
But God deferred not the reuenge thereof long ; for witun 
threedaies after,this Faulkner _ a Lackey falling outabout 
the dead mans apparel], went into the field and ſlew one anv- 
ther, Thus hee chat was bur the inſtrument of char 
was juftly puniſhed : how much more is it likely chat theat- 
thor eſcaped not ſcot free, except the Lord gaue him a heat 
truely co repent, | 

It hath beene obſcrucd in the hiſtorie of France, ſince tht 
yearcof our Lord 1560, that of a thouſand murderers w 
remained vnpuniſhed in regard of men, not tenne of them 
eſcaped the hands of God, but came to moſt wrete 


ends, 
ends, | la 


beraking himſelfe co tlie proceſſion of thepurer religion, and 
the compante and acquaintance of godly men; among} 
whome was Bucer that excellent man, whoſent him alſo to 
Nurnburge.to ouerſcethe printing of a booke which hee was 


topublilh. Whileft Diaziz liued atthis Nurnburge (a citie $/cid-ib. 17, 


ſcicuar ypon the river Dimow)his brother,a lawyer,andjudge 
laterallto the Inquiſiuon, by name Alphorſu, came thither, 
and by all meanes pollible endeuoured to ditfuade him from 
his religion, and to reduce him againe to Poperie. But the 
good man perliited in che truch notwithſtanding all his per- 
ſuaſions and threats: wherefore the ſubrill fox rooke another 
courſe,and faining himſelfe to be conuerted alloto his religi- 
on,cxhorted him co goe with him into Italie, where he might 
do much good; or atrhe leaſt to Anguſt : but by the counlell 
of Bacer and his friends he was kept backe,ocherwiſe willing 
to follow his brother. Wherefore Alphoxſ#4s departed,and ex- 
horted him to conftancie and perſeuerance, giuing him alſo 
fourteene crownes to defray his charges. Now the wolfe 
had not beene three daies abſent, when hee hired a rakehell 
and common butcher, and with him flewapaine to Nurn- 
burge in poſt haſt : and comming to his brothers lodging ,de- 
livered him a letter, which whilett heread,the villain his con=- 
tederat cleft his head in pieces withanaxe, leauing him dead 
vponthe floore,and ſo fled with all expedition, Howbeirt they 
were apprehended, yet quit by the Popes juttice(ſo holy aud 
facred are the fruits of his Holineile)though not by the juſtice 
of God, for within a while after hee hung himſelfe vpon his 
mules necke at Trent. 
Duke Abrogaſtes llew Valertinian the Emperour of the 

"Weſt, and aduanced Ergenim tothe crowne of the Empire : 


but a while after,the ſame ſword which had (lain his lord and 
V maſter 
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In the yeare of our Lord 1546 ſob» Diaziws, 2 Spaniard 
by birth,liuing a ſtudent and Profeſſor in Paris, c{me firſt to 
Geneua , and then to Strasbrough,and there by the grace of 
Gods ſpirit ſaw his Sorbonicall errors, and renounced then, 
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maſter was by his owne hands turned into his. owne dowels 
Aempricis the tonne of N7:dazthetfourth King of Eng. 
;and, then called Brirtaine atrer Erzte, had a brother called 
Aanlins, betrwixt whome was great (trite for the {oueraigne 
dominion:but torid jumlelte o! alliis trouble at once, heflew 
his brother 4£anlir by trexſon,and ater continued his raipne 
in tyrannie andall vnlaw/vll laſts,che ſpace of twentie yeres; 
bur although vengeanceall this while winxed,yet it ſleptnor 
for at the end ofthis ſpace, as he was hunting, he wasdeuoy. | 
of wilde beaſts. | 
Inthe ycare of our Lord God 745 one Sip?bert was ay. 
thoriſed king of the Saxons in Brittaine, a cruell and tyran. 
nous Prince towards this ſubies, and one that changedthe 
antient Lawes and cuſtomes of his Realme after his owne 
leaſure : and becauſe a certaine Nobleman ſomewhat 


.tharpely aduertiſed him of his ewill conditions, hee malici- 


ouſly cauſed him to be putto death, But ſee how the Lord 
zeuenged this murder, hee cauſed his Nobles to deprive him 
of his kingly authoritie, and at Jaſt as adeſolate and for- 
lorne perſon, wandring alone in a wood, to bee(lainedf 1 
ſwincheard,whoſe maſter hee (beeing king) had wrongfully 
put to death, 

About theyeare of our Lord 793 Erhelbert king of tht 
Eaſt Angles, alearned and right godly prince, camicto the 
court of Offa the king of Mercta,perſuaded by the counſellot 
his nobles,to ſue for the marriage of his daughter, wellaccom: 
panicd like a prince with a great traineof men about him: 
whereupon Off#'s Queene conceiuing a falſe ſoſpition of 
that which was neuer minded, Thar Ethe/berrt ynder the pre 
tence ofthis marriage, was come to worke {ome violence: 
gainft her husband, and the kingdome of Mercia, ſo perſia 
ded with king Offa andcertaine ofhis Councel] that night, 
that the next day following Offa cauſed him to be trained n- 
to his palace alone from his companie, by one called Guym- 


bertus,whotooke him and bound him,and afrer ſrooke > 
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his head , whuch forthwith hee preſented to the Kirg and 291 


Queene, T hus was the innocent King wrongfully murdered, 


d buc not without a juſt reuenge on Gods hand:for the aforelaid 
e Queene,worker of this villanic, liued not three monethes at- 
7 ter, and inher death was to tormented, chat (hee bit and rent 
c her tongue 1n pieces with her eceth, which was the -- veg. 
. menc to {ct abroach that murtherovs practiſe. Offz hiniſel'c 
vnderſtanding at length the 1nnocencie of the King, and the 
X hainous crueltc of 1335 25, 2222 inetenth part of his goods 


to the Church, beſtowed vpon the Church of Hereford, in 

| remembrance of this Erhelbert, great lands, builded the Ab- 
bey of S. Albons, with certaine other Monaſteries belide, and 
aiterward went to Rome for his penance, where hee gaue to 
the Church of S. Perer,a penic through euery houſe in his do- 
minion, which was commonly called Rome-ſhor, or Peter- 
pence, and there at length was transformed from a king to a 
monke. Thus God puniſhed not onely him and his witc,but 
the whole land, for this vile murder. 

One principall caule of the conqueſt of this land by the 74#v!Phuts 
Normans, was a vile and horrible murder committed by 
one Goodwin, an Earle in England, vpon certaine Nor- 
mans that camgouer with A/fredand Edward, to viſit their 
mother Emma , that had beene married to King Cann, 
This matter thus fell out ;: When theſe two came from Nor- 
mandie to England, to viſit their mother, as I haue ſaid, 

. Earle Goodwin having a daughter called Gogth,vihome hee 
thought to marrie to' Edward, and aduance him to the king- 
dowe, to bring his purpoſe to patle vſed this prattiſe, that 1s, 
to perſuade King Hardekzourt and the Lords , not to ſut- 
tcr thole Normans to bee within the Realime, for jeopar- 
dic, bur rather co puniſh them for example : by which 
meanes hee got authoritie to order the matter humſelfe : 
WWheretore hee met them on. Guild downe, and there wret= 
<hedly murdered, or rather martyred che moſt part of the 
V i Nor- 


c 


Of Murderers: The Theaire of 


272 


Normans, killing nine,and leauing the tenth aliue throy hz 
ou: che whole companie ; and then tyrhing apaine the {aid 
tyth,he fleweuerie tenth knight, and that by cruell rormens 
as winding cheir guts out of their bodice, after a moſt ſau2ge 
manner : among the reſt he put out the eycs of the elder of 
+ 0 brethren, Alfred, and ſent him to an Abbey at Elie: 
where being fed witzz bread and water, hee cre long ended 
his 1;fe. Now albcit hee obtained his purpoſe heereby , and 
married his daughter to Ea7a75, who was after King,cal. 
led Edward the Contellor , yer did not Gods juſtice ſleepe 
co puniſh this horrtble murder : for hee himſelfe died not 
long after ſuddenly , hauing forſworne himſclfe, and the 
Normanes with #/:l;ams their Danke cre long came into 
this Iſland, to reuenge this murder , as alſo to claime a 
right of inheritance bequeathed vnto him by Edward his 
Nephew : and how hee ſucceeded , and what miſcric hee 
brought this whole Nation vato, who knoweth not.Buc 
heere is the juſtice of God : As the Normans comming 
with a naturall Engliſh Prince , were moſt cruelly and 
barbarouſly murdered of Engliſhmen ; ſo afterwards the En- 
gliſhmen were ſlaine and conquered, by the Normans com» 
ming witha forreine King,being none of their naturall coun- 
crey. 
x the yeare of our Lord ſixe hundred threeſcore and 
_— Childerich King of France cauſed a Nobleman 

his Realme, called Bolyd?, to bee bound to a ſtake, 


O 
and there beaten to death , without the pretence of any 
juſt crime or accuſation againſt him : For which crueltie 

is Lords and Commons , beeing gricuouſly offended, 
conſpired rogether, and ſlew himand his wifeas they were 
hunting, 

Intheraigneof Edwardthe ſecond and Edwrd therthird, 
Sir Roger Mortimer committed many villanous outrages, 
in ſhedding much humane bloud : but he was alſo juſtly re- 
ET” Geo eRRroo 
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compenced in the end firſt he murthered King Edward the 293 
ſecond, lying in Barkeley Caſtle, tothceend he might, as ir 
was ſuppoſed, enjoy {ſabe! his wite, with whom he had very 
ſuſpicious familiaritie, Secondly,he cauſed Edward 3.to con« 
clude a diſhonorable peace withthe Scots, by reſtoring them 
all cheir antient writings, charters, and patents, whereby the 
Kingsof Scotland had bound chem(clues to be feudaries to 
the Kings of England. Thirdly, he accuſed Edmynnd Earle 
of Kent, vncle to King Edwars , of treaſon, and cauſed him 
vnjuſtly co be put to death. Andlaſtly he conſpired againſt 
the Kiog to worke his deſtruion;for which and divers other 
things that were laid to hischarge he was worthuly and jult- 
ly beheaded, 

Inthe reigne of Herrie the ſixt, Humfrey the good duke 
of Glouceſter, and faichfull proteRour of the King , by the 
meanes of certaine malicious perſons , to wit, the Queene, 
che Cardinall of Wincheſter , and eſpecially che Marquelle 
of Suffolke, (as it was ſuppoſed ) was arreſted, caſt into 
hold ,and ſtrangled to death in the Abbey of Bury : For 
which cauſe the Lords hand of judgement was vpon them 
all: for the Marquelle was not onely baniſhed theland for 
the ſpace of fiue yeares, but alſo baniſhed out of his life for 
eucr ;for as hee {ailed towards France, hce was met withall 
by a Ship of Warre, and therepreſently beheaded , and the 
dead corps caſt vpat Doucr ; that England wherein he had 
committed che crime, might be a witnefle of his puniſhment. 
The Queene, that thought by this meanes to preſerue her 
husband m honour, and her ſclfe in eſtate, thereby both loſt 
her husband and: her Rate : her husband loſt his realme 
and che Realine loſt Anjou, Normandie , with all other 
places beyond the ſea, Calice onely excepted. As for the 
Cardinall, who was the principall artificer of all this mif- 
chieke, heliucd not long after ; and being on his death bed, 
murmured and _ againſt God, asking wherefore hee 
thould die, hauing {o much wealch and riches ? and ſay- 
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ing, That if thewhole Realine would ſaue lyslife,hee was a; 
ble eirher by policic to ger 1t,or by riches to buy it: bur death 
would not be bribed ; for all his aboundant treaſure ke died 
miſerably, more like a Heathen thana Chriſtian, withou: any 
(hew of repentance. And rhus was the good Dukes death re. 
ucnged vpon the principall procurers thereof. 

Asthe murder of a gentleman in Kent, called maſter Ay. 
den of Feuerſham, was molt execrable, ſo the wonderfull dif. 
couerie thereof was exceeding rare. This Ardez being ſome. 
what aged, had to witea young woman, no lelle faire than 
diſhonett, who being inloue with one Iſo5bie morethan 
her husband, did not onely abulc his bed, but alſo conlpired 


his death with thisher companion: for together they hired a 
notorious ruftian, one Blacke ll, to ftranglehim to death 
with a towell as hee was playing a game at tables: which 
though ſecretly done, yet by her owne guiltieconſcience,and 
ſome tokens of bloud which appeared inthe houle,wasſoone 
diſcouered and confetſed, Wherefore ſhe her ſclfe-was burnt 
at Canterburic : Afichae!, maſter Arders man,was hanged in 
chaines at Feuerſham : fosbieand his ſiſter were hangedin 
Smithfield : Greeneanother partner in this bloudy aionwas. 
hanged in chaines in the high way againſt Feuerſham ; And 


_ Blacke.#ll the Ruthan,afcer his firſt eſcape, was apprehended 


and burnt on a ſcaffold at Fluſhing in Zeeland, And thus all 
che murderers had their deſcrued dues in this life,and what 
they enduredin the life to come(except they obtained marcie. 
by crue repentance)1s cal1e tojudge, 
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Of the admirable diſconerie of Murders. 


a 5 the Lord hath ſhewed himſelfe 4 
d 7 moſt quit ludge, in puniſhing moſt 
ſeucrcly chis horrible {inne of ſhed- 
ding mans bloud,ſo hath he alwaics 
declared his deteſtation therof, and 
his will to haue it puniſhed by thoſe 
who are 1n his ſtead vpon the earth, 
| & and haue the{word of vengeance 
committed vnto them: by his nuraculous and ſupernaturall 
deteting of ſuch murderers from time totime,who haue car- 
ried their villanicsſo cloſely,as the eye of man could not eſpy 
chem : plainely ſhewing thereby, that the bloud of theſlaine 
crieth to the Lord for vengeance from the earth, as Abe/s did G14 
vpon Caiz : and that God will haue tharlaiw ſtand erue and 
fire, which he made almoſt before all other lawes : He that Gen. 
ſneddeth mans bloud,by man ſhall his blond be ſhed.IfT ſhould 
commit to writing all the examples of this kinde, which 
either are recorded in Authours , or which dayly expe- 
rience doth offer vnto vs , itwould require rather a full 
Booke than a ſhort Chapter for that ſubieR : And there- 
fore I will be content with ſome ftewe, and thoſe for truth 
moſt credible, and yet for ftrangencile moſt incredi- 
ble, E x hiftoria 

And to begin with our owne countrey : About the yeare 1977alen/- 

of our Lord $67, a certaine Nobleman of the Danes, of the 
kings ſtock,called Lothebrocrs father to /yguar and Hubba, 
entring vpon a certaine time with his hawke into a cockboar 
alone, by chance through tempeſt was driven with his hawke 
tothe coaſt of Northtolke in England, named Rodham : 
where becing found, and detained, hee was preſented to king 
TY ei 4 © Eamnnd 
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Court, and taunedonthe King : ſo that the King ſuſpeQing 
ſome ſuch matter, atlength followed the crace of the hound, 
and was brought to the place where Lothebroke lay, Where- 
upon inquiſition being made; at Jength by ſome circumſtan- 
ces of words, and other ſuſpitions , it was knowne thathee 
was murthered by Berike the Kings Faulconer : who for his 
puniſhment hee was ſer into the ſame boat of Lothebroke 


'alone, and ſocommitted to the mercie of the ſea : but theſea 


more mercifull to him than he was to Lothebroke, cariedhim 
directly to the coaſt of Denmarke, from whence Lothebroke 
came ; as 1t were there to be puniſhed for his murther. Heere 
the boat of Lothebroke being well knowne, hands were layd 
vpon him, and by torments he was enquired into : bur hee to 
jaue himſel/e, vitered an vntruth of King Edmnnd ; ſaying, 
That the King had puthim todeath in Northfolke, Where- 
upon reuenge was deuiſed, and to that end an armie of men 
prepared andſent ouer: which was the firſt occalion of the 
Danes arriuall in this land. Thus was this murther wonder- 
tully diſcouered by meanes of a dog. 

Plutarch in his book De ſolertia animalinm, reporteth the 
like ſtorie ofa ſouldier of King Pyrrbs, who being ſlain, his 
dog diſcouered the murtherers: for when as thedog could by 
no meanes be brought from che dead bodie, but fauning vP- 
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on the King , as it were celiring helpe-at his hand ; the 297 
King commanded all his Armic to paſſe by in good order 
by cwo and two , till at length the murtherers came ; and 
chen the Dog flew vpon they ſo fiercely , as if hee would 
haue torne them in pieces ; and turning tothe King, ranne 
2gaine vpon rhe murcherers. Whereupon being apprehen- 
ded and examined, they ſoone confelled the faR, and recei- 
ued condigne puniſhment tor their deſert. P!utarch aſcribeth 
this tothe ſecret of Natures inſtin&: but wee muſt rather at- 
tribute both chis andall ſueh like, to the mightie finger of 
God. whoto terrifie men trom ſhedding humane bloud, doth 
{tirre vpthe dumbe creatures to be reuealers of their bloudic 
ſinne, 

The like ſtorie the ſame Authour reporteth of the mur- T1 awe: 
ther of the Poet Hefrod , who beeing ſlaine by the ſonnes 
of Ganyttor , the murther , though ſecret, and the Mur- 
therers, though vaknowneto all the world ſaue to Gotl and 
their owne conſcience, were diſcouered and brought to pu- 
niſhment by the means of a Dog which belonged to him that 
was murthered, 

The likealſo wee reade of two French Merchants, which 3/914zc.. 
trauailing together through a ccrtaine Wood , one of them 
roſe againſt the other for che delire of his mony, and fo flew 
him, and buricd him: but the Dog of thenrtbered Mer- 
chant would not depart from the place, but filled the Woods 
with howlings and cryes. The mwrtherer went forward on 
bis journey, and tne Inhabitants neerethe ſayd Wood, found 
out the tnurthered corps, and alſothe Dog, whoin they tooke 
vp and nouriſhed till the Faire was done , and the Mer- 
chants returned ; at which time they watched che High- 
wayes, hauing the Dog with them : who ſceing the murthe- 
rer, inſtantly madeforceat hin withour all prouocacion, as a 
man would doe at his mortay enemie : which ching cauſed 
the peopleto apprehend him ; who being examined, contfeſ- 
ſed thefaRt, and receiued condigne puniſhment for ſo foule a 


cd. 
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Theſame Author reporteth yet a more memorable and 
ſtrange ſtorie of another nwrder diſcouered alſo by the 
meanes of a dogge, which I may. not omit . There was 
(fayth hee) a certaine maid Necre Paris, who was beloued 
of two young men; the one of whome as hee was going to 
vilice his loue, happened to bee nurdered by the way , and 
buricd : now his dogge which hee had with him would not 
depart from the graue of his maſter : at che laſt che young 
man beeing milled by his father and brethren, was diligent- 
ly ſought tor ; bur nor finding him, ar laſt they found his 
dogge lying vpon his graue, that howled pittifully as ſoone 
as hee ſaw his maſters brother : the graue was opened, and 
the wounded corpes found, which was brought away, and 
commirted to other buriall ; vatill the murderer ſhould be 
deſcryed : Afterward, in procetleof time, thedogge in the 
preſence of the dead mans brethren eſpied the murderer, 
and preſently afſaulced him with great fiercenelſe : Wheare- 
upon hee wasapprehended, and examined, and when by no 
meanes nor policie hee would confelle, the magiſtrate ad- 
judged, That the young man and the dogge ſhould combate 
rogether : Thedogge was couered with a drie ſod skinne 
in ſtead of armour, and the murderer with a ſpeare , and 
on his bodie a thinne linnen cloth ; and ſo they both came 
forch ro fight : but behold the hand of vengeance : the 
man offering at the dogge with his ſpeare, the dogge lea 
ped preſently at his face, and caught himfaſt by the throat, 
and ouerthrew him : whereat the wretch amaſed , cry- 
ed out to the beholders, Take pittic on mee, and pull 
off the dogge trom my throat, and J will confetle all : the 
which beeing done , hee declared the cauſe and manner 
of the whole murder, and for the ſame was deſerued]y put 
to death, 

All theſe murders were diſcouered by dogges, the Lord 
viing them as inſtruments to reucalc his juſtice and venge- 
ance vpon this bloudie ſinne, but theſe following by other 
wieanes: The murder of the Poct 1bycx4 was derefted by 
| ; : Cranes ; 
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Cranes z as you may fee inthe 36 chapter ofthis bookemore 
it largeſer forth, 


[.yther recices ſuch another ſtory as that of /bycus,of a cer» Luther. 


cane Almaigne, who in trauelling fell among theeues, which 
b:ing aboucto cu: histhroat,the poore man eſpied a flight of 
| Crowes,and ſaid,O (Crowes { take you for witneſſes and renen- 
gers of my death. About two or three daies after,theſc murde- 
ring theeues drinking in an Inne,a companie of, Crows came 
and lighted on thetop of che houſe: whereupon the theeues 
began to laugh andfay one to another, Looke yonder arethey 
which muſt reuenge his death, whom wediſpatched the other 
day.The Tapſter ouerhearing them, told it tothe magittrac ; 
who preſently cauſed them to be apprehended,and « is their 
diſagreeing in ſpeeches and contraric anſwers, vrged them ſo- 
far, that chey confelled che truth,and receiued cheir deſcrued, 
puniſhment, 


There was one Beſſa (as Platarchreporteth) who hauing P leta;;b« 


killed his father , was brought both to knowledge and pu- 
nithment by the meanes of Swallowes z for his guilrie coniciz 
ence perſuaded him , that the Swallowes 1n their chattering 


language did ſay to one another, That Beſſis had killed his. 


father: whereupon nor able to conceale his owne guilcinelle, 


he bewraied his horrible. fa: and was worthily for the ſame. 


put to death. 


But of all the examples that either reading or expert- 
ence can affoord , none in my opinion 1s either more ad-- 


mirable, or a more clearer teltimonie of Gods proutdence 
and juſtice, than chat which happened abour a Lucquois 


merchant, who comming our of England to Roan jn France, p,/quer, 
and from thence making rowards Paris,. wasin the way,on a Accercher, 
mountaine neereto Argentueil, murdered by a Frenchman 4% 5 <9p-20. 
his ſeruant , and his bodie throwne a:nongft the! Vines. - 

Now as this fat was a doing, a blinde man ranne by,be-- 


ing led by his dogge ; who hearing one groanc, asked who 


Is. was? Whereunco the murderer an{wered , that it was 
a,hcke man going to caſe, humſelts, The blind man thus: 
Cl dcluded,. 


Om $0 en ee Wo 


$I REES A YI 1 Oy v Y ——_— 
_—_— = — wx > ” 


© tne apes _ . 


hs" TRS4 we " kat 
LY PSS. .<Y _ \ SY Dao ous Ao Sto wed we. ———— 


4 1: a AGAR at ets 46 = 


300 


Admirable difcoueries The Theatre of 


deluded, went his way, and the Seruant with his Maſters mo: 
ney, and with papers of histakes vp at Paris a good ſumme 
of money, and ſets vpa ſhop at Roane, Now this merchant 
being expected at Luca a whole yeare together, whither hee 
had ſent word he would ſhortly repaire z when he came not, 
a me{ſenger was diſpatched to ſeeke him out ; and aftermuch 
enquirie at Londonaad Roan, and ell; ewhere,he learnt at laſt 
inan Inne, that a Lucquois merchant about ſ:x moneths 
before had lodged there, and was gone to Paris : where alſo 
not hearing any tydings of him, he ſuſpeRed that hee was 
murthered, and made his complaint to the Court of Patlia- 
ment at Roan : Which embracing this bulinelle ( being di. 
reed by Gods prouidence ) made enquiric vp and downe 
the Towne, Whether there were any that within ſeuen or 
eight moneths had ſer vp a new ſhop z and finding one, cau- 
ſed him to bearreſted for a ſuppoſed and pretended debt: but 
in the end examined him vpon this murther, and layed it to 
his charge: heerewith che priſoner, ſolicited partly by the re- 
morſe of his conſcience, and partly by hope of freeing him- 
ſelfe by a bribe, confetled che fact in priuate to the f uſtice; 
but as ſoone as he perceiued thathee went about to call in wit- 
nelle to hisconfeſſion, he denied itagaine: in briefe,thenew 
Merchant is committed to priſon, and he ſueth the Tuſtice for 


Forgerie and Falſe impriſonment : the Iuſtice can by no 


meancsclecre himſelfe, but onely by the affurance which all 
men had of his honeſtie, The matter hangs thus in ſuſpence, 
cillat length the dead carkafle of the Lucquois was heard of, 
and the blinde man alſo came to light who heard the noyſe 


of the murther : to make ſhort,this blinde man was broughtto 
confront the priſoner ; and twenty men were cauſed to ſpeake 
one afteranother , and ſtill the blinde man was demaunded, 
whecher heknew their voyces: at laſt when the priſoner had 
ſpoken, hee knew his voice, and ſaid, That that was the man 
chat anſwered him on the mounraine. This courſe being of- 
timesre-iterated , the blinde man hit alwayes on the right, 
ane nei mllled, VVhereupen the Goure condenuried him 10 

ene death, 


allmen. 
At Paris, in the years of our Lord 1551, acertaineyoung 


woman was brayned by a man with a hammer, neerevnto $. 
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death , and before he died he confeſled the fa,tothe preat 


SLi- 
oloxic of Gods juftice,and the amalcment and aſtoniſhment of IP 


Opportwnes Church,as ſhe was going to midnight Maſle, and þ, ſaxier; 
all her rings and jewels taken fromher: This hammer was zocerches, 


ſtolne from a poore Smiththere by the ſame euening ; who {ib, 5-c4p.20» 


therefore beeing ſuſpetted of the murder, was cruelly hand- 
led, and put to.extraordinarie torture, by reaſon of the vehe. 
ment preſumprtions made againſt him ; inſuch ſort, that 
he was quite lamed and depriued ofthe meanes to get his1i- 
uing; whereby beeing reduced into extreame pouertie, he en- 
ded his life in great miſerie. All this while the murderer re- 
mained ynknowne almott for the ſpace of tweatie yeares,and 
the memorie of the murder ſeemed to bee buried with the 
poore woman in her graue : now marke the juſtice of God, 
who hath promiſed, that nothing ſhall be ſo hid but ſhall bee 
brought tolight, Ichappened, that one /oh» Flaming, Ser- 
geant of che Sublidiesat Paris, becing vpon occaſion of buſi- 


nelle at $.Leups,a village by Montmorencie, chancedamong 


other talke at ſupper to ſay, how hee had left his wife art 
home ſicke, and no bode with her but a little boy : there was 
an old manthen preſent, named o»ſtier,and aſonne inlaw 
of his, who immediatly vpon this ſpeech went away that 
night, with each of thema basker of cherries anda greenc 
gooſe, and came about ten of the clockethe next morning to 
Flamingshouſe,where they intended to murder both the wo- 
manand the boy, and to polldlethemſclues of all the goods 
that they could conueniently carric away : but the Lord pre- 
uented them of their purpoſe : for being ler in at the dores by 


the boy, pretending that they camefrom the husband with | 


thoſe remembrances to his wite, they preſently ſlew the boy, 
thinking alſoro ſurpriſe the woman;bur ſhe hearing the cry of 
theboy,lockt faſt her chamber dore,and cried for helpe out at 


ber wandow, whereupon che neighbors running to the _ 
COOKE 


— — R — Ht — —— wwe anon 


Admirablec diſcouctics The T heatre of 


202 


noke theſe two villaines, one hidden in tlic funnell of the 
chimney, and che other 11a Well mthecellar, with nothin 
but his noſe aboue water. Now thefe two wretches beein 
thus apprehended,arra! gned, and condemned, becing on the 
ſcalfold at the place of execution, the old man delired to 
{peake with the Smithes widow , whoſe husband was (ſuc. 
pected for the firſt murder: of whom when ſhe came, he as. 
ked forgiueneſle ; ſaying,thar it was he which had killed the 
young woman by S.Opportures Church, Thus the Lord dif. 
couered both the innocencic of the Smith, and the gu1ltineſle 
of this vile murderer,and that twentie yeares after the fat was 
committed, | 
Not long lince the like diſcouerie of a murderer was made 
neere 1n England in Leiceſter{hire, not farre from Lutter- 
worth, almoſt twentie yeares after the fat committed, The 
murder was committed by a Miller ypon onein his Mill, 
whomehe buried inthe ground hard by : This Miller remo- 
ued vnto another countrey,and there dyelta long ſpace, vn« 
till at latt guided by Gods Almightie prouidence, tothe ma- 
niteltation of his juſtice, hee rerurned vnto that place tovilit 
ſome of his friends. Now inthe meanetime whileſt hee was 
there, the Miller that now poſlelled the former Mill, had oc- 
calion to dig deepeinto the ground, wherche found thecar- 
katle of a dead man, preſently it was ſuſpeRed that ſome had 
beene murdered,and was there buried : whereupon the Lord 
pur it into thejrhearts ro remember, how about twentie yeres 
betorea certaine neighbour of theirs was ſuddenly nulled, 
and could neuer be heard of, inſomuch that all { uppoſed him 
ro haue beene dead in ſome ſtrange countrey : this carkalle 
they ſuſpeCted to be his,and bethinking thenſelues who was 
then Miller of that Mill, behold he was there readie in the 
cowile, not hauing beencthere for many yeares before. This 
man was ſuſpetted, and thereupon examined, and without 
much adoe confelled the fa&, and receiued deſerued puniſh- 
ment. Whoſecth not hecre manifeſt traces and footſteps of 
Gods prouidence ? Firſt in reducing the murderer to = 
| Ns ; "#2 Dn” PIACt 
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place at that time : ſecondly in ſtirring vp the Miller to 30} 
diggeart the ſam time alſo : thirdly, in pucting into the 
hearrs of the people the miiling of ſuch a man, whoſe me- 
moric was almoſt torgocten : and laſtly, jn cauling tlie nur - 
derer to contelle his deed, when as no proofe nor witneile 
could bee brought againſt kim : bur heere is che juſtice of 
God againſt all tuch, Vengeance will nor ſuffer the murderer x As 28.4, 
to line, | | 
Tenvic Rauzonings, Licatenant for the King of Dentnarke RANRONIHS. 
in the Ducl:ic of Holſace, makes relation in a letter ofhis,of 
an ordinarie canes of finding out murderers , praRtiled in 
the kingdome of Denmarke by king (Hriſtierns the e- 
cond, and permitted ouer all his Kingdome; the occaſion 
whereof (he fayth) was this: Certaine Gentlemen beeing on 
an.euening together in a ſtoue, fell out among themſclues,and 
from words grew to blowes (the candles being putout) in- 
ſonnich that one 0: them was ſtabbed with a ponyard. Now 
the deed doer was vaknowne by reaſon of the number ; al- 
though the Gentleman accuſed a Purſeuant of the Kings for 
it, who was one of them in the ftoue, The King to find our 
the homicide, cauſed them all cocome together 1n the ſtoue, 
and tanding round about the dead corpes, hee commanded 
that they. ſhould one after another lay their right hand on the 
ſlaine gentlemans naked breaſts,{wearing they had not killed 
him : the gentlemen did ſo,and no {igneappeared to witnelle 
againſt them ; the Purſcuant onely remained, who condem- 
ned before in his owne conſcience, went firſt of all and killed 
the dead mans fcer, but as ſoone as hee layed his hand on his 
breaſt, the bloud guſhed forth in great aboundance, both 
out of his wound and noſthrils, ſo that vrgedby this euident 
accuſation, he confelled the murder, and by the kings oxwne 
ſentence was incontinently beheaded : whereupon (as I ſayd 
before) aroſe rhat praRtile which is now ordinatiein nia- 
ny places of finding out vnknown murders; which by the ad - 
mirable power of Godare for the moſt parc reuealed, eicher 
by the bleeding of the corpes, or the opening of che eye, . 
Or 
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304 or ſome other extraordinaric ſ1gne, asdaily experience doth 
« ' reach, | 
The ſame author reporteth another example farre more 
ſrange,in the ſameletter writtento Dauid Chytrexs, which 
happencd at Itzchow in Denmarke. A traueller was mur- 
dered by the high way (ide, and becauſe the murderercould 
not be tound out, the magiſtrates of Itzehow cauſed the bo. 
dieto be taken vp, and one of the hands to be cut off, which 
was carried intothe priſon of the towne, and hung vp by a 
ſtring in one of the chambers: about ten yeares after, the 
murderer comming vpon ſome occalion into the priſon,the 
hand which had beenea long time drie began todrop bloud 
on the table that ſtood vnderneath it : which the gaoler 
beholding, ſtayed the fellow, and aduertiſed the magiſtrates 
of it ; who examining him, the murderer giving glorie to 
God , confetled his tat, and ſubmitted himiſelte to the ri- 
gour of the law, which wasinflited on him as hee well de- 
{crued. | 
BLEF anzooy. At V/inſheime in Germanie a certaine theefe after ma« 
Tbeat.hiſt.. mie robberies and murders committed by him vpon tra- 
Fiaes ſit apud yellers and women with childe, went to the ſhambles before 


wc coner " Eaſter,and bought three Calues heads, which when he pr 
ſtrange, yet £0 a wallet, they ſeemed to the ſtandersby to be mens heads: 


not incredible, whereupon being attached and ſearched by the officers, and 
ſince God can hee examined how hee came by them, anſwered and prooued 
nt a by wirnelles, that hee bought Calues heads, and howthey 
ucs heads 2 
into mens,as a Were transformed he knew not ; whereupon the Senat ama- 
rodinto a ſer- zed, not ſuppoling this miracle to ariſe of naught, caſt the 
pent, or watcr partie into priſon, and tortured him to make 2% confellc 
wito bloud. hat villanie hee had committed ; who confelled indeed at 
laſt his horrible murders , and was worthily puniſhed for 
the ſame, and then the heads recouered their 01d ſhapes- 
When I read this ſtorie, I was halfe afraid toſer ir downes 
leaſt I ſhould ſeeme to inſert fables into chis ſerious 
Treatile of Gods Tudgements : but ſeeing the Lord doth 
often worke miraculouſly for - the diſcloling of this foule 
5X SS ; ſinne, 
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ſinne, I chought that it would not ſeeme altogether incre» Joy 
dible, 
Another murderer at Tubing betrayed his murder by his Lonnxers 
owne [ighes, which wereſo deepe and incellant, in griefe 

not of his fa&, bur of his ſmall bootie, that beeing bur asked 

the queſtion, hee confelle dthe crime, and vnderwent worthy 
puniſhment, x | 

Another murderer in Spaine was diſcouered by the trem- 

bling of his heart;for when many were 4 a2 ofthe murder, ' 
and all renounced it, the judge cauſed all their breaſts to be 0- 
pened, and him in whom he ſaw moſt trembling of breſt, he 
condemned, who alſo could not denie the fat, but preſently 
confelled che ſame, 8; 

Ar Iſenacum a certain yong man being inloug with a maid, 
and not hauing wherewith to maintaineher,vſed this.vnlaw- 
fnll meanes to accompliſh his deſire, vpon a mg ſlew his 
hoſt, and throwing his bodic into a cellar,tookeaway all his 
money,and then haſted away; but the terror of his owne con- 
ſcience and the judgement of God ſo beſotted him,that hee 
could not ſtirre afoot vntill he wasapprehended, Atthe ſame 
time Martm Luther and Philip Melanithon abode at Iena- 
cum, and were cye-witnelles of this miraculous judgement, 
who alſo ſo dealt with this murderer, that in moſt humble | 
ind penitent confeſſion of his ſinnes,and comfort of ſoule,hee 
ended his life. 

By all theſe examples we ſce, how hard it is for a mur- 
derer to eſcape without his reward : when the juſtice of 
man is either roo blinde,that it cannot ſearch out the truth, 
or too blunt, that ir doth not ſtrike with ſeueritie the man | 
appointed vnto death, then the juſtice of God riſeth vp, ; 
and with his owne arme hee diſcouererh and puniſheth the | 
murderer ; yea, racher than hee ſhall goe vnpuniſhed, ſence- 
lelle creatures and his owne heart and tongue riſcth to giue 
lentence againſt hin; , I doubt not bur daily experience in 


al places affoordeth many more examples to this POD 
"oY | Þ,« an 
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Aug.de ciuit, 
61b.1.Cap,26, 


»ndeſpecially the experience of our Judges in criminall cu: 
ſes, who haue continuall occaltion of vnderſtanding ſuch 
marters in their circuits ; bur theſe ſhall (uttice tor our preſent 


purpoſe. 


| CHAP. XII. 
Of ſuch as haue murdered themſelues, 


e&/> &\Hen the Law ſayth , Thou ſhalt wot 
([< kill, it not onely condemneth the 

. killing of others, bur much moreof 
hos our ſc)ues 3 for charitie ſpringerh 
2 from a mans ſelfe; and therefore if 

ow they bee guiltie of murder thatſpill 
\f & the bloud of others, much more 
| PF Q puiltic are they before God, that 
ſhed their owne bloud : and if nature binderh vs to pre- 
ſerue the life of all men as much as lyeth in our power, 
then much more are we bound to preſerue our owneliuesſo 
long as God ſhall giue vs leaue, We are here ſet in this life as 
ſonldicrs in a ſtation, without the licence 0: our Captaine 
wee mult not depart : our ſoule 1s married to the bodie by 
the appoinement of God, none muſt preſunneto putaſun- 
der thoſe whome God hath, coupled: and our life is commit- 
ted to vs as athing in truft, weemuſt not redeliuer it, nor 
part with ir, vntill hee require it againe at our hands that 
gaue it into our hands. Saint Aron/tine in his firſt Books 
De C:uitate Dei, doth moſt ſtrongly cuince and proue, That 
for no cauſe voluntariedeath 1s to be vndertaken : neither to 
auoid cemporal] troubles, leaſt weefall into erernall ; nor 
for teare to bee polluted with the {innes of others, leſt by a- 
uoiding other mens [innes, wee encreaſe our owne z nor yer 


for our owne finnesthat are paſt , for the which wee haue 
S973 CS ; more 
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more need of life that wee maight repent of them: norlaſt= 
ly, for the hope of a better life, becauſe chey which are 
ouilticof their ownedeath, a better life js notprepared for 
them. Theſe bethe words of eAugntime : wherein heeal- 
[edgeth foure cauſes, by which men are mooued to this vn+ 
naturall a& ; and concludeth, that for none of them, nor 
for any other cauſe whatiorzer, a man ought to lay violent 
and bloudy hands vpon himſelte;yea,concludeth perempro- 
rily, thata better life after death doth not receiue ſuch, to 
wit, that wiltully and deſperately murder themſclues,and 
die without repentance, as commonly they doe. Bur here 
it is to beobſerucd, that many which feeme ro make away 
themſclues, are murdered and madeaway by the Diucll, and 
not by themſclues : for otherwiſe it were notpoſlible chat 
they ſhould perith ſo ftrangely as they doe: as when ſome 
haue becne hanged-with their knees almoſt couching the 
ground ; others vpon a weake twigge, not ſtrong enough 
to bearethe weight of the tenth part of their bodie : others 
bcene drowned in a puddle of water: which plainely ſhew- 
eth, .that che Diuell, cither as the principall ator, or at 
lealt asa helper, was 'the procurer of their murders,and nor 
alwayes themſelues : And therefore 1 muſt needs ſay with 
Luther, That both charitieand conſcience inhibites reſolute= 
ly to judge all ſuch ro be damned that ſceme to haue made 
hauocke of their owne liues ; for the mercie of God is in- 
comprehenſible,and why may henot ſaue the ſouls of them, 
whoſe bodies hee gaue leaue to the Diuell to torment, yea 
to deſtroy ? Beſides, wee read of many holy women, who 
in the'time of perſecution caſt chen:ſelues into thedeep ſtream 
toprelerue their chaſtitie from the violence of the wicked 
perſecurours ; and yet were reputed in the Church for holy 
Martyrs.5. Anguſttnes judgement 1s worthy-to belearned and 
imitated of all concerning this matter, who thus defineth the 
caſe: Of theſe (ſaith hee) 1 dare auouch nothing raſhty : is 


may be the Church of God was perſuaded by dinine authority 
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ts receine them into the number of Martyrs ; or it may beg 
chey did this aft, not beeing deceined, after :h! manner of men, 
bat being commanded of God, not errino,vut obeying ; asalſo 
wee arc tojudge of Sampſon: now \waen {32d bidderh, and 
without all doubt makes knowne his will, who can call this 
obedience a crime? who can accuſe a duetie 0. pictie ? Bu 
4 little afrer he giuecha caucat, Ne dinina in{ſio vilo nutet in. 
certs; that 13, 08 wee be ſure God bids ; for oftentimesthe 
diuell cranſlateshimſclte into an Angell of ___ wil feine 
a meſſagefrom God, which proccedeth from his owne malice, 
All chis is to be conceiued onely touching that extraordinary 
caſe of thoſe holie women that drowned themſclues, and yet 
were held for Martyrs in the Church of God: as for others 
that ſhall nog; and wofully ſhed their owne blouds, and 
rob themſelues of that precious jewell of life which Godhath 
giuenthem to keepe, no doubt but asthey commita hormible 
and haynous crime, ſo they incurre a horrible and fearefull 
judgement : yea the verie a&t it ſelte is both a crime and a 
judgement; a crime deſeruing a further judgement,cuen eter- 
nall damnation in hell fire; and a judgementand puniſhment 
of ſome notable{innes committed by them before, and of an 
_—_— and wicked life ynrepented of, The drift therefore 
and purpoſe of theſe examples following is this , to ſhew 
how the Lord puniſheth oftentimes in men an vngodly lite 
with voluntarie and wilfull murder of themſclues, and this 
wilfull murder of them:ſclues with eternall damnation after 
chis life ended, as a juſt recompence of their deſerts; and all 
- _- VS repentance , the onely meanes to preuent both 
theſe, 

The firſt we read of inholie Scripture that cruelly mur- 
dered himſfelfe with his owne hands, was King San; who, 
as it 15 recorded of him, was a moſt wicked man and a Ty- 
ran : for beeing choſen from among all the people of Iſrac] 
to bee king by the Lords owne appointment, and aduan- 
ced as ir were fromthe plough to the Scepter, he likea molt 
vngrates 
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yngratefull waetch kicked againſt his aduancer,and rebelled 309 
againſt his God that had done (o great things for him: yea, 

he not onely contemned his lawes, and caſt his commande. 

ments behinde his backe, bur alſo proued a moſt cruel] Ty- 

ran, and ſhed much innocent bloud: among thereſt of his 

cruelties, this was the chicfe; vpon the falſe accuſation of 

Doeg the Edomite hee cauled foureſcore and five perſons, , c... ..- 
chat were Prieſts, and wore alinnen Ephod, to be (laineat © 8,19. 
one time, and Nob the Cicte of the Prieſts to beſmote with 

the edge of the ſword, both man and woman,child and ſuck- 

ling, Oxcand Afle: yea, ſo wicked was hee, that when the 

Lord would not an{were him neither by Prophets,nor by 

dreames, nor by any other mcancs, hee went to askecounſell 

of the diuel,at the mouth of the witch of Endorzfor all whick 1.$am.18.is; 
hisabhominable wickedneſle, the Lord gaue him quer at laſt 

to ſo deſperat a minde,that racher than he would tall into the 

hands of his enemies, hee fell ypon his owne ſword, and mur- 
dered himſeltfe. 

Zimrialſo, the King of Ifſracl, is ſet forth by theholy 1-King.16- 
Ghoſt to bee a wicked man, anda traytor : for heeconſpired 19518,15- 
againſt his maſter E/a, the ſonne of Baaſha King of Itrael, 
and flew him as hee was drinking in Tirza, and proclaimed 
himlelfe King in his roome: but the armic hearing thereof, 
made Omri,the Captaine of the hofte, King : who comming 
to beliege Tirza, wherein Zimri was, Zimriſceing that the 
Citic was taken, went into the palace of the Kings houſe, 
and there, together with the houſe burnt himſelfe, racher than 
hee would fall into che hands of his enemie : Now the holie 
Ghoſt ſerteth it downe in plaine words, that the Lord ſent 
this judgement vpon him for his ſinnes which hee had ſin- 
ned, in doing that which was cull in the ſight of the Lord, 
and walking in the way of ſcroboam, who made Iſrael to 

{1nne, 
Achitophel, that great Counſellor of State to King Da- 
«id, ofwhom it is ſaid,that the counſell which hecounſelled 2.Sam.z7.30, 
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was like the Oracle of God, when hee ſaw thatthe counſel} 
which he gaue wasnot followed, bar deſpiſed, hee ſadled his 
Alle, and aroſe and went home into his own citie,and purhis 
houſhold in order, and hangedhimſelfe : And that this was 
Gods juſt vengeance vpon him for his. former wickednelle, ir 
maysppare both by hus conſpiracy with A&/o/omagainſt his 
liegelord king David,and alſo that wicked counſel which he 
aue ynto him,of going invnto his fathers concubinesin the 
Foe of the people. 
In the ſecond Booke of the Machabees 1s recorded a nota» 
bleſtorie of one Razw an Elder of Ieruſalem,whoisthereſer 
forth to bea man of verie good report, conſtant in religion, a 
father of the Lewes, and a loucr of the citic : yet natwithſtan- 
ding this man rather than he wouldfallinto the hands of Nj- 
canor his enemic, murdered himſelfe after a moſt fearefulland 
ſauage manner ; for firſt hee fell ypon hisſword, and whenas 
for haſte thar ſtroke diſpatched him not,hbe ran boldly or ra 
ther furiouſly to thewall,and caft himſclte downe head! 
after which yer breathing, hee got vp on a ſteeperocke, 
rending out his bowels with .his owne hands , threw them 
amongſt the people, calling vpon the Lord of life, that hee 
would reſtore them again vnto him. The author of that booke 
commendeth this fat for a valiant and nobledeed ; but ſurs- 
iy we are taught out ofthe beoke of God by Gods ſpirit,that 
it was & moſt bloudie, barbarous, and irreligious at : for ra- 
ther ſhould a man endureall the reproches and torments of 
an enemie, than embrue his owne hands in his owne bloud ; 
and therefore if hee were. not extraordinarily ſtirred vp 
hereunto by the ſpirit of God, this muſt needs bee a juſt pu- 
miſhmiencof ſome former finne wherein hee lay without re- 
pentance, and a forerunner of an crernall puniſhment after 
this life. 
Let vs joyne ſudas and Pate together, the one bee- 
ng the betrayer of his Lord and Maſter Icfus Chriſt our 


Sauiour, the other the condemnerof him, andthat ageing 
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his conſcience: as they boch agreed in one malicious pratiſe 311 
2y2inſt che life 0! Chriſt, lo chey diſagreed not in offering vi- 
olence totheir owne liues : for nds hanged himſelfe,and his a as r. 
bowels guſhed out,and Par Pins, 49g to Vienna, and E«ſeb. 
oppralled with the torment of conſcience,and feare of puniſh- 
ment for his miſdeeds, to preuent all killed himſelte, and ſo 
became anotable ſpeRacle of Godsjuſtice,and Chriſts inno- 

CENCIC. 

The Icwes, as they are recorded in Scripture to bee a 
Riffe-necked and ſtubborne Nation, aboue all the Nations 
ynder the Sunne, ſo none were cuer more hardie and da- 
cing in this bloudie praftiſe of ſelte-murcher than they 
were ; Which may bee chought a portion of Gods juſt 
judgement ”—_—_ them for cher (inves : three examples of 
greateſt note I will propound, whiich I thinke can hardly be 
matched. 

When the Citie of Teruſalem was taken by Herod and So+ To/ephus de 
Sus, there was a certaine Iew that had hidden himſelfe in a $e4.1ud, 
denne with his wifeand ſeuen children; ro whom Herod of #9112318: 
fered both life andlibertie, it he would come forth : but the 

ſtiffe-hearted wretch had rather dic than bee capriue to the 

Romanes : therefore refuſing Herods offer, hee firſt threw 

downe hischildren headlong from a high rocke , and burſt 

their neckes,next hee ſent his wifeafter them, and laſtly tum- 

bled himſelfe ypon their carkafles ro make vp thetragedic: a 

horrible ſpeRacle of a proud and deſperate mind, 

The ſecond example is nothing inferior tothe former, Af- 10/ephbus- 
terthe ſiege and ſacking of Iotapara by the Romanes, fortic : vlgel: I: 
Iews(among whom was Joſephs the wricer of this ſtory)ha- © re 
uing hid themſclues in a caue, by mutuall conſent killed one 
another,rather than they would tal inco the hands of the Ro- 
manes : /oſephas onely, with one other, þy hisperſuaſion,by 
great art & induſtry, afterthe other were ſ]ain,procecded not 
in that bloudie enterpriſc,but yeelded themtclues to the n(er- 
cte of the enemies,& ſo eſcaped with their liues, This tcarchull 
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obſtinacy may well be imputed to the juſtice of God vpon 
them,as for their other ſinnes,(o eſpecially for crucifying the 
Lord of life, whoſe bloud they imprecated might fall on them 
and on their children. 

The third example ſurpaſſeth both the former both in 
crueltie and obſtinacie; Eleazey the Iew after thetaking of 
leruſalem fled into the tower of Mellada with ninc hundred 
followers;being beſieged there by Sabinrs Flinins, a Roman 
Captaine , when hee ſaw that the walls were almoſt beaten 
downe, and that there was no hope of eſcaping, hee perſua- 
ded his companions by a pithie and vehement Oration 
drew themto this reſolution, that tenne ſhould beechoſen 
by lot, which ſhould kill all the reſt, cogether with their 
wiues and children, and that afterward they themſclues 
ſhould kill each other. The former part ofthis Tragedie 
becing performed , the ſuruiuing tenne firſt ſer on fire the 
Tower, that no prey might come vnto the enemie (thevi- 
Auals only preſerued,to the end it might be knowne,thitnet 
hunger bur deſperate valour drew them to this bloudie maſ* 
facre:) then according to their appoyntment, by murwll 
wounds they diſpatched oneanother: and of ſo greata num- 
ber not one remained, belides one woman with her fiuechil 
dren, who hearing the horriblenetle of their determination, 
hid her ſelfe in a caue in the ground,and ſocſcaped with the 
life of her ſelic and her children,and becamea reporter of this 
whole ſtorie. 

The like ſtorie 15 recorded by Live touching the Cam- 
pagnians ;z who beeing belieged by the Romanes, and con- 
ſtrainedto yeeld vp their City vnto them vpon compoliton, 
V13bi4,2 chicke noblenian of che Citie, with ſeucn and twenty 
other Senatours, that they might nor fall into their enemies 
hands, afterthey had glurted chemſelues with wine and good 
checre,drarixe all of them poyſon,and ſo bewayling the tlate 
of their countrev andeinbracing each other,and taking cheir 

laſt farewell, dixggere the enenues were receiued into iþ1- ce, 
WY TILE 


; ' Coab Tadptments. murdered themifclues. 
Buthes, otherwiſe called Boges by Herodotws,Goucrnar of 
Thracia, being belieged in the citie Eion,by Cymonthe Athe- Fulgeſuli.3-c-2; 


nian captaine,to the end that the enemy might recciue no be- 
nefic nor great glorie by his vitoriegfirſt cauſed the city to be 
fired, wn us by one conſenc they all killed themſclues. So 
likewiſe did Ariarathes king ot Capadocia,when he was be- 
ſieged by Perdicca. Cato Uricenſys,rather than he would fall 
inco the hands of u/izz Ceſar,his encmie after his viorie 0- 
uer Pompey,tel vpon his own ſword,and lew himſelfc;hauing 
firſt read P/ato's bookeof the immortality ofthe ſoule.Solike- 
wiſe did Marcus Antonin, after that he was ouercome by 
Auguſtus, And Cleopatra the Agyprtian Queene,when as by 
her allurements ſheecould not intice Auguſt to her luſt, as 
ſhe had done Anthonse,bur percciued that ſhe was reſerued for 
criumph, eſcaping out of priſon,and placing her ſelfe in her 


ſumptuous ſepulchre,neere tothe body ofher dead paramour,; 


ſeran Aſpe to herleft arme,tHy the venome wherof the died as 
3t were in aſleepe, Thus the Lord doth infatuate the mindes 
of wicked and vagodly perſons and ſuch as haue no true 
knowledge nor feare of S true God in their hearts, making 
them inftruments of his vengeance, and executioners of his 
wrath vpon themſclues. 


Hamnbal the ſonne of Amilchar after many viRories and Flge/- 


much.bloudſhed of the Romans,ar laſt being ouercome, and 
doubring ofthe fatthof Pr«/;arhe king of Byrhinia,to whom 
he was fled for ſuccour,poiſoned nimielte with poiſon which 
he alwaics carried ina ring to that purpoſe. 


Ar thedeſtrutionof Carthage, when as eAſdruba/ the Fulge/: 


chiefc captaine ſubnutted hin:(clfe to the merey oi Scipio,ls 
wife curſing and railing on him for his bale minde,threw her. 
children into the middeit ot a fire, and rhere ended herdayes : 


and Aſdrubal himſclfe noc long atcer followed her by a vo- 
luncarie and violent death. | 


When Cinra belieged thecity of Rome,two brothers chan- Philip. Meldie: 
ced rozncounter together in lingle fight,one of (ne's army, © br9-2e 


theocher of the Cantrarie:and the one hawng (laine the other, 
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after that the conquerour perceiued that it was his brothes 

whom he had (laine, he ſlew himſelfe alſo, tomake ſatisfaRi.. 
on for his brothers bloud: and fo chey were both buried in 
one graue. 

Norbanusa Conſull of Rome flying from Scyfia,ſlew him- 
ſelfeat Rhodes, rather than hee would fall into his enemies 
hands: and {odid likewiſe Marius the ſonne, at Pranefte, 

Of che murderers of zl: Ceſar almoſt all becamealſo 
murderers ofthemfelues: ('a/ſizs ſtabd himſelfe with theſame 
dagger wherewith he had ftabd Ceſar : Brate: the nighebe- 
fore his ouerthrow at Philippi,ſaw in his chamber a vition of 
agreac fearefull man ; and hee demanding who he was, and 
what hee would, hee anſwered, I am ( © Bratss ) chy enill 
fpiric, and to morrow thou ſhalt ſee mee at Philippi: To 
whom Brutus with a bold courage anſwered, I will cherefore 
ſee thee there. The next day Br#tzs becing conquered by 
Anuonuſtns and Anthenic,at Phulippi,fell vpon his own ſword 
2nd ſlew. himſcltc. 

Methridates that bloudy and mighty king of Pontus bee- 
ing ouercome of Lucxllus and Pompey, and ſet vpon by his 
owneſonne, went about to make away himſclfe by poiſon: 
which when it tooke not cffe&,by reaſon of his daily raking 
of Antidotes, hee forced a French ſouldier of his to lay vio- 
lent hands vpon him ; and ſo he becamea wilfull ſpiller of his 
owne bloud, that had cauſed the bloud of fo many thouſands 
to be ſpile. His two wiues Afonicaand Veronica, hearing of 
the nuſerable cnd of the King, made likewiſe themſclues 2- 
way 3 for the one hanged herſelfe, but when che weight of 
her bodice broke the cord, ſhee committed her ſelfe to Bochis 
che Eunuch to bce ſlaine: che other receiuedpoyſon, which 
whenit wrought noe {o ſpecdily as ſhee deſired, Bochss ao 
was made an inſtrument to diſpatch her. 

Moft famous and notorious is the ſtoric of Lucretia, 
who becing rauiſhed by Tarquinins the younger, and im- 
patienc of that injurieand diſgrace, ſlew her ſelte openly,and 
gaue cauſe by her death of the change of che Roman Srate, 
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Sophronia another Roman woman, but a Chriſtian,when ai , 


from the poucriiment of Kings to Conſuls. 


as ſhee could by no meanes eſcape the luſt of Decins the Em- 
or, daily allaulcing her chaſtitie,tooke a ſword,and by her 

ents conſent ſlew her ſelte; and fo to preuent one (in,ſhe 

committed another far worſe than that ſhe feared. 


Portia the daughter of ( ato,and wife of Bratus,hearing of 


the.death of her husbandat Philippi,ſought for a knife to kil 
her ſelfe ; which bcing denied vntoher,ſhe eat burning coals, 
and ſo-ended her life by a ſtrange kinde of death. 

Wee read of many,wanton and lewd Poets that haue thus 
made anend of themſclues: who as for the moſt they are Epi- 
curesand Atheiſts,ſoſeldome come toa good end : Labienns 
the railing Poet (who for that cauſe was called Rabirmms) vn+ 
derſtanding that his bookes wereadjudged to be burned by 2 
publike decree, would not ſuruiue his own writings,andther- 
fore killed himſelfe, Lacretizs the Atheiſt raking a Toue poti« 
on to incite his luſt, was by the the force therof depriued of his 
ſences, and ſo deprmed himſelfe afoof life in his rage, Empe» 
gocles the vaingloriousPoct,affeing thename ofa god, and 
of immorcalitie, threw himſclfc headltong into mount Xtna, 
and ſo periſhed. Silnins Halicas being taken with an incurable 
diſcaſe, chofe rather to behis owne murderer, than to endure 
che torment of his ſicknes.Cornelins Gallus an amatorious Po- 
et, hauing robbed the citic Thebes,ouer which he was ſet to 
be gouernor by Auguſtus Ceſar, and tearing to bee called ro 


account, preuented the puniſhment of humane juſtice, by exe- Ammianns 
cutingthe juſtice of God vpon himſelte with his owne hands, M4rceltruuer- 


Ot thoſe that perſecuted the Church of Chriſt, very many 
were giuen ouer by God to be periecutors of themſelues,and 


ſpoilers of their own lines: as Nero for example,the firſt Em- Sues, 


perour thattooke in hand to perſecute Chriſtians, hee ſeeing 
hin1ie!fe in danger to be murdered by 03: appointedfor that 
purpole, to preuent themmalice. of tne murderer, murdered 
himſelfe, 2Aagnenties anothertyran, and enemieto Chriſts 


Church, being ouercome by Conſtantins,brother to (onſtars, 


whom 
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whom he [11d ſlaine,fled to Lions,and there became his ona 
burcher : whoſe deach as ſoone as his brother Decerting vn. 
derſtood,he allo hanged himſelfe. | 

Galerius che Emperour, after he had cormented the Chri. 
{tians by all cruell means,and left no way vnattemprted wher- 
by he might rootthem'our of his kingdome, fell intoa prie. 
uons diſeaſe, throughthe rorment whereof, not being able to 
endure any longer, hee thruſt a {word into his owne bowels, 
and ſo miſerably ended his dayes. 

And to come neerer to our owne age, in king Edward the 
ſixchs dayes one Clerke an open enemy to the Goſpel, hanged 
himſelfe in the Tower: ſo did Pawier Towne-clerke of Lon« 
don: ſo didthe ſonne of one Le#r a husbandmian,that moc- 
ked and (corned at the holy Martyr maſter Latimer : ſo like: 
wiſe did Herrie Smith a Lawyer, another open aduerſarieto 
Gods truth. [1': eF £714 

Richard Long another enemy ro Gods truth, drowned-him: 
ſelfe at Calice,in king Henry the eighes'daies. John P lankmy, 
a Fellow of New Colledgein Oxford,did the like in the yere 
I 566:and likewiſe one Hanington,a Fellow of the ſame Col- 
ledge,ina well at Padua; or,as ſomethinke,at Rome.Oftheſe 
you may read more inthe firſt booke. 

Hither I might adde many examples of moderne experi- 
ence, as namely of a couctous wretch 1n the Iſle of Elie, who 
being caſt ina ſuit of law,through impatience of griefe,came 
home and ___ himſelfe: of another that had beene a great 
dealer in worldly matters, and an vndoer of afamily or two 
of good credit and reuenue, by vſurie,and taking forfeiture of 
bonds,and that by his own flattering perſuaſion : being him- 
ſelfc arreſted at Huntington for debr,rather than hee would 
{atisfie ir,though he wasable cnough, cut his owne throat,af- 
ter a moſt fearetull and horrible manner: another beeing 4 
man of note and good poſleſſions,threw himſelfe down head- 
long from the top ofa Church, Many ſuch like examples I 
could adjoyne, with their names and places of abode, but 1 


forbeare , leaft by reporting Gods judgements —_ _y 
Qatcaty 
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did, I ſhould offend ſomethat arealiue. 


Theſe therefore alreadie propoſed may bea ſufficient taſte 


of this kind of judgement, inflicted by God vpon wicked 
perſons :and aG may ſerue for a caueat and warning to all 
men,to take heed how they offer violence to their owne liues, 
ſceing it isnot onely a puniſhment of [inne paſt, bur a feare- 
full Cone it (clfe, and aforerunner and cauſer of puniſhment 
co core, euen ofeternall puniſhment, exceptthe Lord extra- 
ordinarily and miraculouſly ſhew mercie, which none oughr 


to preſume of, 
CHAP, XIII 
Of Paricides,or Parent murderers 


=== F all effuſion of humane bloud bee both 
fe | horrible to behold,and repugnant to na- 
ture,then is the murdering of parents eſ- 
pecially deteſtable,when a man is ſo poſ- 
0 If felled with the diue], or tranſported with 
S || a helliſhfurie, that he liftech vp his hand 
— againſt his owne narurall father or mo- 
cher, to put them to death : this1s ſo monſtrous and inor- 
mous an impierie, that the greateſt Barbarians euer haue had 
it in deteſtation : wherefore ic 1$alſo expreſly commanded in 
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thelaw of God, Thac whoſocuer ſmiteth his father or mother Exod.2t; 


in what ſort ſoeuer,though not to death, yet hee ſhall diethe 
death. If the diſobedience, vnreuerence,and contempt of chil- 
dren towards their parents , are by the juſt judgements of 
God moſt rigorouſly puniſhed (as hath beene declared be- 
fore in the frſt commandeiment of the ſecond Table) how- 
much more then when violence is offered,and aboue al,when 


murder is committed, Thus the Egyptians puniſhed this 2iodor-Siz. 


linne ;they putthe commirrants vpon a ſtacke of thornes,and 


burnt them aliue, hauing beaten their bodies before hand 
| | with 
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+78 with fharpe reeds made of purpoſe. Soloy, being demaunded 
: why hecappointed no punilliment 11 ms lavwes tor Paricides 
anſivcred, that there was no neceſ{itie, thinking that the wide 
world could not atfoord fo wicked a wretcli, Ir is ſaid,thar 
| Rawls for the ſame caule ordained no puniſhment in his 
commonwealth for that crime, but called every murderer a 
Paricide;theone being in his opiniona thingexecrable,& the 
other impoſſible. And in truth there was nor for 600 yeares 
{pace(according to Platarchsreport)tound in Rome any one 
thac had commurted this execrablefa&. The firft Paricidethar 
Romeſaw, was Lucins Oſtine, after the firſt Punicke war zal- 
though other writers aihrme,that 22. Mallioles was the firſt, 
and Lucizz the ſecond; howloeuer it was, they both vnder« 
went the puniſhment of che law Pompeia,which enacted, That 
ſuch offendors (hould be thruſt intoa ſacke of leather,and an 
ape,acocke,a viper,and a dog,put into accompaniethem,apd 
then to be throwne into the water,to the end that theſe beaſts 
becing enraged and animated one againſt another, might 
wreke their teene vpon them,and ſo depriue them of liteafter 
a ſtrange faſhion, beeing debarred of the vſc of the aire, water, 
and earth1,as ynworthieto participatethe veric elements with 
cheir deathes, much lefle w:th their liues : which kind of pu- 
niſhment was after practiſed and confirmed by the conſlitu- 
cion of { onſtantine the Great. And albeit the regard of thepu- 
niſhment {ecmed terrible, and the offence it ſelte much more 
monſtrous, yer(ince that time there haue been many ſo pet- 
uerſc and exceeding wicked,asto throw themſclues headlong 
into that deſperar gultc. 
Greg.of Tours, AS Cleoaorick fonne of Sigebert king of Auſtria, who be- 
the. ing tickled wich an vnſatiable luſt of raigne through the des 
cciuable perſualiors of Clcadonins king of F Dy his fa- 
ther Sigebert as he lay aſleepe in his tent in aforreſt ag noone 
cime of the day;who being wearie with walking, }aid himlelfc 
downthereto take his rett: bur for allchat,the wicked wretch 
wasſo fartrom attaining his purpoſe, that irfell our cleane 
contrarieto his expeRacion : [or ajter his fathers deat]), as he 
Was 
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was Viewing ls treaſures, and ranſacking his coffers, one of 
C/codoxires Faftors ſtrooke him luddenly,and murdered him, 
and ſo Cl:odoxirs [eiſed both vponthe crowne and treaſures. 
After thedeath of Herc1ns, Ariftobylas ſucceeded in the 
gouernment of ] udea, which whileſt he ftroue co reduce into 
2 kingdome, and to wearea crowne,contrarie tothe cuſtome 
of his predecclJors , his mother and other brethren conten- 
ding wich him aboutthe ſame,hecaſt in priſon,and took Ay. 
tions 11s next brother tO bee his atlociate: but ere long (a 
good gratctull {onne) hee tamiſhed her co death with hun ger 
char had ted h1m to lite with her teares, even his naturall mo- 
ther : And after perſuaded with falſe accuſations, cauſed 
his late beſt beloued 1ztigous to bee (laine by an ambuſh 
that lay by Strato's tower, becauſe inthe time of his licknelle 
heeentered the Temple with pompe, But the Lord czlled 
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Infepn.atttg 


for quittance for the two bloudſheds immedatly after the SY 


ecution of them : for his brothers bloud was (carſe waſhed off 
the ground, ere inthe extreamitie of his ſicknelſe hee was 
carried into the ſame place, and there vomiting vp bloud 
ar his mouth and noſthrils, to beemingled with his brothers, 
he fel down ſtarkedead,not without horrible tokens of trem- 
bling and deſpaire, | 

Nero that vnnatural] Tyran ſurpaſſed al that liued, as 
in all other vices, ſo in this ; for hee artemped thriſe by 
poyſon to makeaway his mother Agrippina - and when 
chat could not preuaile, by reaſon of her viſual] Antidotes 
and preſeruatiues, he aſſayed diuers other meanes : as firlt a 
deuiſe, whereby ſhee ſhould bee cruſhed to death as ſhe ſlept, 
2 looſened beaine that ſhould fall vpon her ; and ſecond- 
ly by ſhipwrecke: both which when ſheeeſcaped, the one by 
diſcoucrie, and the other by ſwimming, heſent Azicerss the 
Centurion to ſlaughter her with the ſword ; who with his 
companions breaking vp the gate of thecitie where ſhe Jay, 
ruſhed into her chamber, and there murdered her . Ir 1s 
written of her, chat when ſhee ſaw there was no reme- 


dic but death, ſhee preſented her belly vnto the a 
and 
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and deſired him to kill her inthat part which had moſt deſer: 
ued it, by bringing intothe world fo vile a monſter : and of 
him, that hee came to view the dead carkalle of his mother, 
and handled the members thereof, commending this, and 
diſcommending that, as his fancie led him, and in themeane 
time beingthirſtie, to callfor drinke: ſo farre was he from all 
humanirieand touch of nature: buthe that ſpared not to em- 
brue his hands in her bloud that bred him , was conſtrained 
ere Jong tooffer violence to his owne life, which was moſt 
decre vnto him. 

Hemrie the ſonne of Vicolotes Duke of Herulia,hadtwo 
wicked,cruell,and vnkind ſonnes, by the younger of whom, 
with the conſent of theelder, hee was traitcroully 
becauſe he had married athird wife : for which cauſe Nicole 
2, their couſin german, purſued them both with a juſt re- 
uenge ; for hee depriucd them ot their kingdome, and droue 
them into exile, where they ſoone after periſhed, 

Selymus thetenth Emperour of the Turkes was ſo vnnat« 
ra)l a childe, that he feared not to diſpoſlelle his father B aia- 


oſmog+ et of the crowne by treaſon ; and next to bereauchim ofhis 


life by poyſon. And not ſatisfied therewith,cuen ro murder 
his two brethren, and to deftroy the whole ſtockeof his owne 
bloud. Bug, when hee had rajgnedeight yeares, vengeance 
found him out, and being at his backe, ſo corrupted andpus 
rrified his reines, that the contagion ſpread it ſelte ouer all his 
bodie : ſo that hee died a beaſt<like and irkſome death, and 
that inthe ſawe place where hee had before oppreſſed hisfz- 
ther Baiazet with an armie, to wit at Chiurle acitie of Thra- 
_ the yeareof ourLord 1520 in themoneth of Septem- 
r, 


(harles the younger, by ſurnamecalled {aſs ſonneto 


lib.6.cap,29, Ledovicktherhird was potlelſedand cormented with a diuell 


in the preſence of his father, and the Peeres of the Realme ; 
which he openly confeſſed to haue juſtly happened vnto him, 
becauſe he had pretended in his minde to haue conf pired hs 
tathers death and depoſition ; what then ere they to op 

appt m6 
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chat doe not pretend bur performe this monſtrous enterpriſe? J21 
A certaine depenerat and cruell ſonne longing and gaping = 

afrer the inheritance of his father, which es but his life 

kept him from, wrought this meanes co accompliſh his de- 

fire; he accuſed his farher of a moſt filthie vnnameable crime, 

euen of committing filchinefſe with a cow ; knowing that jf 

he were conuicedthereof, the law would cut off his lite : and 74 cat.4;4. 
herein he wrought a double villanie,in going about not one- 
ly to take wel life (which by thelaw of nature he ought 
to haue preſcrued) butalſo his good name, without reſpe&ting 

that the (taine of afather redoundeth to his poſteritie,andthac ,,,, 14, ;. 
children commonly doenot onely iuheritthe polleſlions, but Calumniation 
alſo imitate the conditions of their parents : but all theſe ſup. #6.2.cep. 

ſes laicd aſide, together with all teare of God, hee indited 

im before the Magiſtrate,of inceſt,and that vypon his owne 
knowledge : infomuch that they brought the poore innocent 
man tothe racke, to the end ro make him contelle the crime; 
which albeit amidſt his tortures he did,asſoone ashe was ont 
he denied againe: howbcir his extorted confeſſion ſtood for 
euidence,and hee was condemned to be burned with fire, as 
was ſpecdily executed, & conſtantly endured by him,exclai- 
- ming ſtill vponthe falſeaccuſation of his ſonne,and his owne 
vnſpotted innocencie z as, by the ilſue that followed, moſt 
cecrely appeared ; for his fonne not long after fell into a re- 
probate minde,and hanged himſelfe: and the judge that con- 
demned him,with the witnelles that bare record of his forced 
confeſhon, within one moneth died all,after a moſt wretched 
and miſerable ſort. And thus it pleaſed God both to reuenge 
his death,and alſo to quit hisrepucation and innocencie,from 
12nominie and diſcredit in this world. 

Manfred Prince of Tarentum, baſtard ſonneto Fredericke Philip. Melen: 
the ſecond, ſmothercd his father to death with a pillow, be- £r07-11b,4. | 
cauſe (as ſomeſay)he would not beſtow the kingdom of Na- ans a ae 
ples vpon him: and not content herewith, hee poiſoned alſo 54am ti hag 
theheires of Fredericke, to the end he mightattainevnto the imp. 


(crowne, as Conrade his elder brother, and his Nephew the 
| Y | (onne 
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(onnes of He-zrie the heire, which FHemrie diced in priſon : and, 
now only (onradin' remained betwixt him & thekingdom, 
whom though hee atlaicd to ſend after his father, yet was hig 
intention fruſtrate, for the Pope thundered out his curſes, a. 
gainſt him, and inſtigated Charles Duke of Angiersto make 
warre againſt him : wherein baſtard and vnnaturall 11ayfred 
was diſcomfited and {laine, and cur ſhort of his purpoſe, for 
which he had committed ſo many tragedies, 
Martin Luther was wont to report of his own experience 
this wonderfull hiftorie of a Lock{mith,a yong man, riotous 
and vicious, who to find fuel for his luxurie,was ſo bewitched 
chat hee feared not to (lay his owne father and mother witha 
hammer, to the end to gaine their money and polle(ſions; af- 
ter which crucll deed, hee preſently went to. a ſhoomakerand. 
bought him new ſhooes, leauing his old behinde him, bythe 
prouidence of God to be his accuſers : for atter an houre or 
two the laine bodics becing found by che Magittrate,and in- 
quilition made for the murderer,no maner of {uſpition being 
had of him, hee ſceming to take ſuch griefe thereat, But the 
Lord that knoweth the {ecrets of the heart diſcouered his hy- 
pocriſie,and madehis own ſhooes which he had left withthe 
Shoomaker riſe vp to beare witnetle againſt him : for the 
bloud whichran from his tathers wounds beſprinckled them, 
ſo,that thereof grew the ſuſpition,and rrom thence thegx9- 
m1nation, and verie ſoone the confeſſion, and laſt of all his 
worthie and lawfull execution. From hence we may leame 
for agenerall truch, that murder, neuer ſo ſecret,will euer by, 
one meanes Or other be diſcouered ; the Lord will not ſufferit 
to goe ynpuniſhed, ſo abhominable it 15in his ſight, . ; 
Another ſonne at Boſil,in the yereof our Lord God, 1560, 
bought a quantity of pbiſon ofan Aporhecary,and miniſtred 
it to none bur to his own father, accounting him worthieſt of 
ſo greac a benefit : which whenit had effected his wiſh vpol 


 bim\thecrime being dereted,in ſtead of polleſling his goods 


which he aimed at, he polſeied a vile and ſhamefull death;for 
he was drayne through the Rreers, burne with hot yrons,and 
WIE CAFOUgH TAC ITIEEtS, UUrnEe WIE = 
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cor1ented nine houres in a wheele, cill his life forſooke him. 323 
As itis repugnant to nature forchildren ca deale thus. ct 
elly withthdir parents,ſo it is more againſt naruee far parents 
to murder their children: inſomuch asnaturallaffeRion is of 
greater force inthe deſcent than in the aſcent, & the loue that 
parents beare their children, is greater than that which chil. 
dren redound to their parents z becauſe thechilde proceedeth 
from the father, and not the father from the childe, as part of 
his fathers cfſence, and nor the father of his : Can a manthen 
hatehis owne fleſh, or bea rooter out of that which himlelfe 
planced 2 It is rare, yet ſomerimesit commerh to paſſe. How. 
beit as the offence 1s in ahigh degree,ſo it is alwates puniſhed 
by ſome notable and high judgement ; as by thele examples 
that follow ſhall appeare. 
The antient Ammonites had an Idoll called CMHolech to 
the which they offered their children 1n ſacrifice: this Idol), 
(as the Iewes write) was of a great ſtature,and hollow within, 
hauing ſeuen chambers in his hollowneſle, whereof one was 
to receiue meat, another turtle doues, the thirda ſheepe,the 
fourth aram,the fifth a calfe, the (1xth an oxe, and theſeuenth 
a child : his hands were alwaies extended to receiue gifts; and _ 
when a childe was offered, they were madefire hot to burneic 
to death : none muſt offer the childe but the father : and to 
drowne the cries of it, the Chemarims(tor ſo werethe Prieſts 
of that Idoll called)madea noiſe with bels,cymbals & horns: 
thus is it written chat king Achad offered his ſon,yea and ma- 
ny ef the children of Iſracl beſide, as the Propher Danid ab p;, ; 5, SS 
firmeth: They offered (faich hee) their ſonnes and danghters 
to Dincls,andfhed mnocent bloud, enen the blond of their chil- 
aren, whome they offered vnto the Idols of Canaan, and their 
land'was defiledwith blazd : this is the horriblecrime, Now 
matkerhe judgement touching the Camaanites: the landſpu- 
ed chem out for their abhominations, Achab with his poſteri- 
tie was accurſed, himſclfe being (laine by his enernies,and the 
crowne taken from his poſteritie,not one being left of his of- 
!pring to pis againſt che wal:according tothe laying of Elias: 
a ks "PY 
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324 as forthe ewes, the Prophet Damid inthe ſame place decly, 
Verſe.4o. rechtheir puniſhmenc,when he ſaith, That thewrath, of the 
Lord wit kindled, andie abhorred his inheritance, and gaue 
them into the hands of the heathen, that they that hated chew 

were lords oner them. 
106. incelins, In cheyeareof our Lord 2 5 5 1,in a towne of Haſſiacyl. 
4bs1-de Mirac. led Weidenhaſten, the twentieth day of Noucmber, a cruel] 
mother inſpired with Satan, ſhut vp all her doores, and began 
to murder her foure children on this manner : ſhee ſnatcht vp 
2 ſharpeaxe, and firſtTer vpon her eldeſt (on, being bur eight 
eares old, ſearching him out with a candle behinde ahogy- 
ad, where hee hid fimſelfe,and preſently (notwithſtanding 
his pitriful praiers and complaints)claue hrs head in twopic- 
ces, and chopped off both hisarmes ; Next ſhee killed her 
daughter of fiue yearcs old, after the ſame manner: another 
little boy of three yeares of age (ſeeing his mothers madnes) 
hid himſclfe(poore infant) behind the gate,whom as ſoonas 
the Typre eſpied, ſhee drew out by thehaire of the head in- 
to the floore,and there cut off his head :the yongeſt lay ay- 
ing in the cradle but halfe a yeare old, him ſhee (without all 
compaſſion) pluckt out and murdered in like ſore, Theſe 
murders being finiſhed, the Diuell incarnate (for certaine no 
womanly nature was left in her) to take puniſhment of her 
ſelfe for the ſame,cut her ownethroat; and albeit ſhe ſuruiued 
nine dayes, and confeſling her fault, dyed with teares and re- 
pentance, yet wee ſee how itpleaſed Godto, arme herowne 
- hands againſt her ſelfe, as the fitteſt executioners of his ven 

cance. 

Theasr.biftor. Thelike tragicall accident weeread to haue happened at 
Cutzenborff,a citic in Silefia,in the yeare 1 5 36, toa women 
and her three children;who hauing ſlaine them all in herhuf- 
bands abſence, killed her ſelfe in like manner alſo co make vp 
the tragedie. 

Concerning ſtepmothers, it is a world to read how many 
horrible murders they haue vſually practiſed vpon their cul 
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brood,or atleaſt to reuenge ſome 1hiury ſuppoſed to be done 


- ynto them: of which, one or two examples I will ſubneR as 
' ataſt out of many hundred, leauing the reſidueto the mudge- 


mentand reading of the Learned, 


Conftantins, the ſonne of Heraclins, hauing raigned Em- Zonoras tomw-$ 


peror bur one yeare, was poyſoned by his ſtepmother CAay- 
tina, to the end to inſtall her owne ſonne Heyacler in the 
Crowne : but forthis cruell part becomming odious to the 
Senat,they ſo much hated to haueher or her ſonne raigneouer 
cthem,that in ſtead therof chey cur off her tongue and his noſe, 


and ſo baniſhed them the cite... 


Fauſtathe wife of Conſtantine the great fell in lone with zoyorar 3. 


Conſtantineher ſonne in law, begotten vpon a Concubine : Annal.Sex« 


whom when ſhe could not perſuade vnto her luſt, ſhe accuſed 4#"+ 


ynto the Emperour, asaſolicicor of her chaſtiticz for which 
cauſe hee was condemned to dic : but after the truth was 
knowne, (onftantine puther into a hot bath, and ſuffered her 
not to come forth, vntillthe heate had choaked her,reuenging 
vpon her head herſonnes death, and her ownevnchaſtitie. 


CHAP, XIIII. 


Of Snbieft Murtherers. 


 Eing then they that take away their neigh- 
bours liues doe not eſcape vnpuniſhed, 
(as by the former examples 1t appearerh) 
it muſt needsfollow,that if they to whom 
the ſword of juſtice is committed of God, 
to reprelle wrongs, and chaſtiſe vices, dec 

ue ouer themſclues to cruelties, and to 


kill and ſlay thoſe whomthey ought in dutie to prote&t and 
defend, muſt receiue a greater meaſure of puniſhment , accor- 
ding to the meaſure and qualitie of their offence. Such an 
one was Sa! the firſt King of Iſrael ; who albeit he oughtto 
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hauc been ſufficiently inſtruted our of thelaw of God in his 
ducie inthis bzhalfe:yer was he ſo cruell and bloudie minded, 
a5 concrarie to all [uſtice,to putto death Abimelech the high 
Pcieſt,with foureſcore and fiue other Prieſts of the family of 
his father,only for rece1uing Daxid into his houſe: a (| inall,or 
rather no offence, And yet not ſatisfied herewith, heyomited 
our his ragealſo againſt che wholecirie of che Prieſts,and py: 
to the inerciletle ſword both man,woman,and child, without 
ſparing any. He (Jew many of the Gibconites, who though 
they were reliques of the Amorues that firſt inhabited thar 
land, yet becauſethey were receiued into league of amitie by 
a ſolemne oath, and permitted of long continuance to dyell 
amongſt them, ſhould nor haue been awarded as cnemies, nox 
handled afer ſo cracll a falhion. Thus therefore he tyranizin 
and playing che butcher amongſt his own ſubjeds(for whic, 
cauſe his houſe was called the houſe of faughter)8& praftiſing 
many other fouleenormities, he was ar the laſt ouercome of 
che Philiſtims , and ſore wounded : which when hee ſaw,fea- 
ring to fall aliue into hisenemies hands, and not finding any 
of his owne men that would lay their hands vpon him,deſpe- 
ratly ſlew himſclfe. The ſame day three of his ſons,and they 
that followed him of his owne houſhold, were all flaine. The 
Philiſtims the next day finding his dead body diſpoileda- 
mong the carkalles,bcheaded ir, and carried the head in tri- 
umph torche Temple of their god,and hung vp the trunke in | 
diſgracein one of theircities,to beſcen, Jookt ypon,anJ poin- 
red at, And yet for all this was not the fire of Gods wrath 
quenched: for in king Dazidstimethere aroſe a famine that 
laſted chree yeres,the cauſe thereof was declared byGod to be 
the murder which Sax! committed vpon che Gibconites: 
wherefore Da#nid deliuered Saxls ſeuen ſons into the Gibeo- 
nites hands that wereleft, who put them ta che moſt ſhameful! 
death that is,cuen to hanging. 
Amongfalltheſinnes of king Achab and [ezabe,which 
were many and preat,the murder of Naborh ſtandeth inthe 


fore fron ; for though heg had committed no ſuch _—_ 
Tn oy 
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might any way deſeruedeath, yer by the ſubtil and wicked 
deuiſe of ſezabel,fooliſh and credulous conſent of Achab,and 
falſe accuſation of the two ſuborned witnetles, hewas cruelly 
ſtoned to death : but his innocent bloud was puniſhed firſt in 
Achab,whonotlong after the war which hee mede with the 
king of Syria, receiued ſo deadly a wound,that he died there- 
of Be dogs licking vp his bloud in the ſame place where N4a- 
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boths bloud was licked, according to the foretelling of Elras 2.King. 9: 


the Propher. And ſecodly of /ezabe/zwhom her own ſeruants 
at the commandement of /eh# (whom God had made execu- 
cor of his wrath)threw headlong out of an high window vn- 
to the ground, ſo that the wals weredied with her bloud,and 
che horſes trampled her ynder their feer,& dogs deuoured her 
fleſh, till of all her daintie bodie there remained nothing ſa- 
uing onely her skull, fcer,and palme of her hands. 


loram ſon of Tehoſaphat king of Tudah, being afterhis fa- 2,Chron-21; 


thers death pollelled of che crowne and ſcepter of Iudah, by 
and by cxalted himſelfe intyranny,and pur codeath fix of his 
owne brethren, all younger than himſclte, with many princes 
of the realme:for which cauſe God ſtirred vp the Edomites to 
rebell, the Philiſtimsand Arabiansta make war againft him, 
who forraged his countrey,ſacked and ſpoiled his cities, and 
rooke priſoners his wines and children, x yongeſt onely ex- 
—_ who afterwards alſo was murdered, when he bad ral- 
ned king bur a ſmal ſpace. Andlaſtly,as in doing to death his 
owne brethren, he committed cruelty againſt his own bowels, 
ſo the Lord ſtroke him wich ſuch an incurable diſeaſe in his 
bowels, and _—_—_— it continued two yeres) thathis 
veric entrails ifJued out with torment, and ſo hedied in horri- 
ble miterie. 


Albeit that in the former booke wee haue alreadietouched : 


the pride and arrogancie of King Alexander the Great, yer 
wee cannot pretermit to ſpeake of him in this place, his 
example ſ{eruing ſo fit forthe preſent ſubicR ; tor although 


as touching the reſt of his life hee was verie well goucrned 
Y uij 1n 
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in his priuate ations , as a Monarch of his reputation mighe 
be,yer in hisdeclining age(I mcane not 1n yeres,but to death. 
ward) he grew exceeding cruell,not onely towards ſtrangers, 
as the Colleis, whom he deſtroyed tothe ſucking babe, but 
alſoto his houſhold and familiar friends: Inſomuch that be. 
ing become odious to moſt , feweſt loued him, and diners 
wrought all meanes poſlible ro make him away,bur one eſpe. 
cially, whoſc ſonne in law and other neere friends he had pur 
to death , neuer ceaſed vntill hee both muniſtred a deadly 
draught vnto himſelfe, whereby he depriued him of his wic. 
ked life, and a fatal froketo his wiues and children after his 
death,to the accompliſhment of his full reuenge. 

Phalaris he Tyran of Agrigentum,made himſelfe famous 

to poſteritieby no other meanes than horrible cruelties, exer- 
Ciſed ypon his ſubie&s, inuenting euery day new kinds of tor- 
tures to ſcourge and afflict the poore ſoules withall. In his do- 
minion there was one Perils an artificer of his craft,one cx- 
pert in his occupation, who to flatter and currie fauour with 
him, deuiſed a new torment , a braſen bull of ſuch a ſtrange 
workmanſhip, that the voyce of thoſe that were roaſted there- 
in, reſembled rather the roaring of a bull,chanche cry of men. 
The tyran was well pleaſed with the inuention, but he would 
needs haue the inuentor make firſt triall of his owne worke, 
as he well deſerued,before any other ſhould take taft thereof. 
But what was the end of thistyran ? The people not ableany 
longer to endure his monſtrous and ynnaturall cruelcies, ran 
vpon him with one conſent, with ſuch violence , that they 
ſoone brought him to deftru&tion: and as fome ſay, puthim 
intothe braſen bull (which he prouided to roaſt others) to be 
roaſted therein himſelf: deſeruing it as well for approuing the 
deuiſe,as Perilixs did for deuiling it, 

Edmwardche ſecond of that name, king of England, at the 
requeſt and delire of Hugh Spencer his darling,made war 'p 
on his ſubje&ts,and pur to death diuers of the peeres and Jords 
of the realme, without cicher right or forme of law, _ 

mu 


 Codk Tudotments. OfſubjeRt Murderers. 


much that queen Eſabelthis wife fled to France with her yong 
Sonne, for feare of his vnbrideled furie , and after a while 
finding opportunitie and meanes to returne apaine , garded 
with cerraine ſmall forces which ſhe had in thoſe countreyes 
rathered together, ſhe found the whole people diſcontented 
with the Kings demeanours, and readie to affiſt her againſt 
him : ſo ſheebefieged him with their ſuccour,and tooke him 
priſoner, and puchun into the Tower of London to be kept, 
till order mighc be taken for his oat papa that ſhortly 
after by the Eftates (becing aflembled rogether) hee was ge- 


nerally and joyntly reputed and pronounced vnworthy to | 


be King , for his exceeding cruelries ſake which hee. had 
commited ypon many of his worthie Subje&s ; and ſo'de- 
poling him, they crowned his young fonne Edward ( the 
third of his name) King in his roome, he yet living and be- 
holding the ſame, 


Tohn Maria Duke of Millan may bepur into this ranke of Paul. 10niu5- 


Murtherers: for his cuſtome was diuers times when/any Citi- 
ſen offended him, yea and fometimes withomt offence 
coo, to throw them amongſt cruell maſtiues co bee torne 
1n pieces and deuoured. Bur as hee continued and delighted 
mn this vnnaturall kinde of murcher , the people: one day 
incenſed and ſtirred vp againſt him, ranne vpon him with 


ſach rage and violence,thar they quickly depriued him of life. 


And hee was ſo well beloued, that no man either would or 
durſt beſtovy a Sepulchre vpon his dead” bones, but ſuffered 
his bodieto liein the open ftreets vncouered, ſauethar a cer- 
__ harlot threw afey roſes yponthis wounds, and' ſo cone- 
xd him, | | : 


father : for whether of them impriſoned and pur to death 
more of the Nobjlicie and Barons of the Realme-it is hard 
to ſay z bur ſure it is, that both were too outragions in all 
manner of cruelkie : for which, ſo ſoone as Charles the cight, 
King 
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Alphonſu the ſecond, King of Naples, Ferdinandsſonne, 544ep. 
was1n tyrannie towards his ſubjes nothing inferiour to his Guiccaurd.li.r. 
Philip. de Com. 
Bemb. Hiſtor, 
Veny. lib. 2. 
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King of France departing from Rome, made towards Na: 
ples, the hatred which the people bore him ſecretly, with the 
odious remembrance of his fathers crueltie, began openly 
to ſhew itſclfe by the fruits ;for they did not nor could not 
dilſemblethe grear deſire that enerie one had of the approch 
of the Frenchmen : which when Alphonſw perceiued,and 
ſeeing hisaffaires and eftate broughc vnto ſo narrow a pinch, 
healſo cowardly caſt away all courage to reliſt, and hopeto 
recouer ſo huge a tempeſt: and hee that for a long time had 
made warre histradeand profeſſion, and had yet all his for- 
ces and armies complete and in readinelJe, making himſelfe 
banquerupt of all char honour and reputation , which by 
long. experience and deeds of armes heehad gotten, reſolued 
to abandon his kingdome, and to reſignethe ticle and autho-. 
ritie thereof to his ſonne Ferdindid, thinking by that meanes 
ro alſuagethe heat of their hatred,and chat {o young andin- 
nocent a King, who in his owne.perſon had neucr offended 
them, might be accepted and beloued of chem, and ſotheir 
affection toward the French rebated and cooled, But this 
deuiſc ſeemed ro no more purpoſe than a ſalue applyed to a 
ſore out of ſcaſon, when it was growneincureable, or a prop 
ſer to a houſe that js alreadie falne, Therefore he tormented, 
with che ſting of his owne conſcience, and finding in his 
minde norepoſeby day, nor zeſt by night, but a continual 
ſummons and aduertiſement by fearefull dreames, that the 
Noblemen which hee had pur to death cryed tothe people 
for reuenge againſt him,was ſurpriſed with ſo terrible cerror, 
that forthwith , without making acquainted with his depar- 
eure cither his brother or his owne {onne, he fled co Sicilie, 
ſuppoſing in his journey, that the Frenchmen were ſtill at | 
his backe , and ſtarting at cuerie little noiſe , as if hee fea-- | 
red all the clements had conſpired his deftrution, Philip 
Cominexs, that was an eyc-witnelle of this journey,repor- 
ecth , That eueric night hee would cric, that hee heard the 
Frenchmen , and that the veric trees and ſtones eo_ 

rance 
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France into his eares : And on this manner was his flighe 
toSicilie. King Charles in the meane while hauing by force 
and bloudſhed to terrific che reſt, raken two patlages thar 
were before him, the whole realme withour any great re(1- 
ſtance yeelded ir ſelfe vnto his mercie, albeir thar the young 
King had done whar hee could ro withſtand him. Bur ar 
length ſecing the Neapalicanes readie to rebell,and himſclfe 
in danger to beraken priſoner, heefled from che caftle of Na- 

les, and with a ſmall companie got cerraine brigandines, 
wherein hee ſayled to the Iſland Iſchia, thirtie miles from 
Naples: ſaying at his departure this Verſe out of the Pſalmes, 
How vaine are the watchmen and gards of that citie which is 
not garded and watched by the Lord? which he oftentimes rc- 
peated,and ſolong asNaples was in his view. And thus was 
crueltie puniſhed both in Ferdeardthe father,and Alphonſe 


the ſonne. 
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Artaxerxes Ochm the cight King ofthe Perſians began Herodor. 


his reigne with thusmany murders : he ſlew two of his owne 
brethren firſt ; ſecondly, Exagers: King of Cyprus, his part- 
ner and aflociate in the kingdome; thirdly, hee rooke Gidon 
traiterouſly,and was the cauſe of fortie thouſand mens deaths 
that were flaine and burned therein ; belide manie other pri- 
uatemurders and outrages which hee commuted: for which 
cauſe the Lord in his juſtice rained downe vengeanee vpon 
his head : for Bageas one of his princes miniſtred ſuch a fa- 
tall cupco his tomacke, that it miortified his ſences,and de- 
med him of his vamercifull ſoule andlife, and nor onely 
vpon his head, buc vpon his kingdome and his ſon Arſame 
alſo, for hee was alſo poyſoned by the ſame Bagoas, and his 
kingdome tranſlated to Dariws Prince of Armenia z whom 
when the ſame Bagoas went about to make raſte of theſame 
cup which his predeceſTours did, hee was taken in his owne 
ſnare;tor Dariza vnderſtanding his pretence,made him drink 
vp his own poiſon which he prouided for him:;& thus murder 


wasreucnged with murder, & poiſon with poiſon,according 
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to theDecree ofche Almightic, who faith, Eye for eye, root 
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In theyearc ofthe World 3659, Morindis a moſt crnell 
and bloudic minded Prince raigned here in England , who 
for his cruelties ſake came to an vnhappic and bloudie-end: 
for out of the Iriſh ſeascame forth a Monſter which deſtroy. 
ed much people: whereof hee hearing , would of hisvali. 
ant courage needs fight with it, and was deuoured of itz 
ſo that it may truly here be ſaid, that one Monſter deuowred 
another, | 

There was (as e/E/ian reporteth) a cruel] and pernicious 
Tyran, who to the end to preuent all praQtiſes of coriſpiracie 
and treaſon ( as Tyrans are cuer naturally and vpondeſert 
timerous ) that might be deuiſed againſt him, enaRted 
chis Law among his Subjets, That no man ſhould cons 
ferre with another , either priuately or publiquely , vpon 
paine of death: and ſo indeed heeabrogated all ciuile ſoci- 
etic: (For ſpeechas it wasthe beginning and birth of fellows 
ſhip, ſo it is the verie joint and glew thereof) but what 
ns hee for ſocietie, that reſpeted nothing but his owne 
{afetic ? hee was ſo farre from regarding the common good, 
chat when his SubjeRs, not daring to Feake , ſignified their 
mindes by ligne, he prohibited that alſo ; and that which is 
yet more, when not daring to ſpeake, nor yet make (ignes, 
they fell co weeping and lamenting their miſeric , hee came 
with a band of mencuen to reſtraine their teares too: but the 
mulcitudes rage being iuſtly incenſed, they gaue him ſuch a 
deſperate welcome, that neither hee nor his followers retur- 
ned one of them aliue, And thus his abominable crueltie came 
cameto anend,together with his life;and that by thoſe means 
(which is to beobſerued) by which hee thought to preſerue 
and maintaine them both, | 

(hildericus , who in the yeare 697 ſucceeded in the 
Kingdome of France Theodoricke (that for his negligence 
and {luggiſh gouernment was depoſed, and made of a Kg 
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z Frier) exerciſed barbarous and inhumane crueltie vpon 
his ſubjets : far hee-ſpared neither noble or ignoble, but 
mixily ſent chemgo their graues, withoutreſpe& of cauſeor 
juſtice, One of the noble ſortheecauſedto be faſtened to a 
{take, and beaten wich clubbes, not co death, but to chaſtiſe- 
ment : which monſtrous crueltie ſo incenſed the peoples 
mindeagainſthim, that there wanted no handsto take pare 
wich this club-beaten man againſt the Tyran his enemie. 
Wherefore they layed wait for him as hee came one day 
from hunting , and murdered him , together with his wife 
great with chulde, no man cicher walling or daring to defend 
him. 

Tymecrateshe King, or rather Tyran of the Cyrenians, 
wil giue place tonone 1n this commendation of crueltie : For 
hee afflifted his ſubjets with many and monſtrous calami- 


tics , infomuch that hee ſpared not the prieſts of his gods, 


which commonly were inreuerent regard among the Hea- 
then ; As the bloudie death of fenalippue ( Apollo prieft) 
did witneſſe, whome tothe end to marrie his faire and beau - 
rifuil wife Areraphila, hee cruelly put to death : bowbeir, it 


proſpered not with him as hee delired : for the good woman. 


not contented with this ſacrilegious contract , ſought rather 
meanes to reuenge her firft husbands death , than to pleaſe 
this new lerchers hun:our : Wherefore ſhee allayed by poy- 
ſon tocffe& her wiſh ; and when that preuailed nor, ſhe gaue 
a young daughter ſhce had to Leander,the Tyrans brother,to 


wife, who loued her. exceedingly ; but with this- condition, 


thar hee ſhould þy ſomepraRtiſe or other worke the death and 
deſtruction of his brother : which indeed hee performed; for 


hee ſo bribed one. of the groomes of the Tyrans Chamber, . 


that by his helpe hee ſoone rid wicked Tymocrates out of the 
way by a ſpeedie and deſerucd death. But to abridge theſe 
long diſcourſes, ler vs looke into all timesandages,and to the 


hiſtories of all Countries and Nations,and we ſhall find, that. 


Tyrans haue euer cometo one deftruttion or other. Diome- 
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agr the Thracian king fed his horſes with mans fleſh as with pjyg.; Djons- 


pProuen: 
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(es himſelte by Hercules. Calippus the: Athenian, that: flew 
| D:an his familiar friend,- and depoſed Dioniſize the Tyran, 
and committed many other murders amongſt the people, 
Pbil.Melant. was firſt baniſhed Rheginum, and 'thenliuing in extreame ne. 
lib.z. cellitje, ſlaine by Leptinesand Polyſerchox. (ephes the fe. 
Far. cond King of the Lumbards, for his ſauage crucltie towards 
his ſubje&s was (laughtered by one of his friends. Damaſippus 
chat mallacred ſo many citiſens of Rome , was cut Wi by 
Scylla. | 
OI that played the Tyran at Tauriſium, guelding 
boyes, deflowring mayes, mayming Matrons of their dupy, 
cutting children out of their morhers bellies, and killing 
x 1200 Parauians at once that were his friends, was cut ſhort 
S a#21-6.48-C-3+ ;n; a battell. In a word, if weread and conſul hiſtoriesof 
all Countries and times, wee ſhall finde ſeldome or neuer any 
notorious Tyran and oppreſlour of his ſubjects that came to 
any good end, but euer ſome notable judgement or other fell 
vpon them. 


CHAP. XV. 
_ Of thoſe that are both cruell and diſtoyall, 


Df 7 Ow if it beea thing ſo vnworthy and 
/& cuill beſceming a prince, as nothing 


= 


? > ) more,to beeſtayned with the note of 
"Me [> Crueltice, how much more diſhonou- 
, <7 f.. rable is1t, when with crueltie, diſloy- | 
' 


ISS F altic, and falſchood is coupled? and 
F CO IN ©) when hee is not aſhamed not onely 
EDIBAEE to play the tyran, bur alſo the tral- 
tour , dillembler, and hypocrite ; tothe end hee may more 
treely poure out the fome of his rage againſt thoſe that 
6 On 6 tom. This 5 09r Oas foul Ws 
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feaſt blots that can bee , wherewich the honour and repu- 
cacion of a man 1s not onely (tayned, bur blaſted and blot. 
icd out, not euer to bee recouered: for what perſuaſion can 


one haue of ſuch ? Or who 1s {o fond as to put athance in 


tlicin 2 


maligning the profpericic of Dazid, hecunningly promoced 
lum to be Generail of his army,and married him to one of his 
daughters, to this end, that by expoling him to the hazards 
and perils of war,he might bring him to ſpeedy deftruQion; 
ſeeking beſides other valawtull meanes to pur him to death 
by:but what was the end of this vnjuſt murderer, we haue de- 


clared in the fortner chapter. 


This was ore of the notorious vices of king Sayl,when 
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2 Sam.is 


* Bur aboue all char by treaſon and deceit made way vn- 1,rodian. 


totheir crueltie, the Emperour eAztonins, ſyrnamed Cara- 
calla , was the chiete ; who to reuenge himſelfe more ar 
full vpon the citiſens of Alexandria in Zpgypt, feyned as 
if hee would come fee their Citie, built by eAtexander, 
and receive an Oracle from their god : Which when 
hee approched necre vato, the Alexandrians prepared to 
entertaine him molt honourably : and becing entered, he 


went firſt to vilite their Temples where to caſt more co- + 


lours vpon his treacherie , hee offered many ſacrifices, and 
in the meane while —__, the people gathered roge- 
gecher from all quarters to bid him welcome , finding 
opportunitie fitting his wicked and traiterous enterpriſe, 
hee gaye commandement , that all the young men of the 
Cine ſhould alſemble cogerher in one place ; ſaying, That 
hee would acquaint them to; range themſclues in battell 
after the manner of the Macedonians , in honour of Kin 

Alexander , But whileſt they thus aflembled together in 
mirth and brauerie, he making as though he would bring 


them in array by going vp and downe amongſt them, 


and holding them in talke, his armic encloſed themonalt 


lides ; then withdrawing humfelte with his guard, heegaue 
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the watch-word, that they ſhould ruſh vpon them ; which 
was performed with ſuch outrage, that the poore credulous 
people beeing ſurpriſed at vnawares, were all moſt cryel 
mallacred . There might you ſee the moſt horrible, bar. 
berous , and incredible burcherie of men that ever was 
heard of: for belides thoſe that were aors in this bloudie 
tragedie, there were others that drew theſlaine bodies into 
great ditches, and veric often haled in them chat were ſcarce 
dead, yea and ſometimes that were altogether aliue ;z which 
was the cauſe that diuers (ouldiers periſhed at the ſanietime 
when thoſe that hauing ſome ftrength of life lefc , bee. 
ing haled to the ditch, held ſo faſt by the halers, thatdiners 
rimes both fell in together . The bloud that was: ſhed ar 
chis maſſacre was ſo much, that the mouth of the Riner 
Nilus,and the ſea ſhore were dyed with the ftreames there- 
of, that ranne doyne by ſmaller riucrs into thoſe plainepha- 
ces. Furthermore, becing deſirous to obtaine a viftorie 0- 
uer the Parthians, that hee might ger himſelfe fame and _ 
ration thereby, hee paſled not at what rate hebought it : He 
ſent therefore Embaſladours with Letters and Preſentsto the 
King of Parthia , to deinaund his daughter in marriage, 
though hee neuer intended any ſuch thing, and being non- 
ſuced ar the firſt with a deniall, yet purſucd hee his counter- 
feit purpoſe with much carneſtnelle,and with ſolemne Oath 
proteſted his ſingular good affeRion and loue that heebore' 
vnto her ; ſo thatin the end the match was condiſcended vn- 
co by all parties, whereof the Parthian people were not a lit- 
tle glad, in hope ofſo durable a peace, which by this marnt- 
age was like tobecſtabliſhed berwixt them. Theking there- 
fore with all hisſubic&s becing readie to entertaine this new 
bridegroome, went out with one conſent to meer him 1N 
the nud way : their encounter was in a faire plaine,whete 
che Parthians hauing ſent backe their horſes , beeing vnar- 
med, and prepared , uot for a day of battell, bur of matri- 
age and diſport, gauc him the moſt honourable moe 

they 


Gods Tudgtmnents:  Guell and difloyall, 


they could: but the wicked varlet finding opportunitie ſo fit, 
ſet bis armed ſouldiers vpon the naked multitude , and 
hewed in pieces the moſt pare of chem ; and had not the 
King witha few followers beſtirred him well, hee had becene 


ſerued withthe like ſauce. After which worthie exploit and Treaſon, /ib.2; 
bloudie ſtratageme he tooke his voyage backeward, burning 54-3 


and fpoyling the zownes and villages as hee went, till hee ar- 
rived at Charam, a Citie in Melopotamia z where making 
his abodea while, hce had a tancie to walke one day into the 
fields, and going apart from his companie to vnburden na- 
ture, attended ypon by one onely ſertant, as hee was pur- 
ting downe his breeches, another of his companie rannc in 
and ſtrucke him through with hisdagger. Thus God bleſ- 
ſed the World, by taking our of it this wicked Tyran, 
who by treaſon and treacherie had ſpilt ſo much innocenc 
bloud, 

Seturns Galba, another bird of the ſame feather, exerci- 
ſed no lelle perfidious crueltie vpon the people of three Ci- 
ries in Luſitania : for hee afſembled them together, in colour 
of prouiding for their common affaires ; but when hee had 
gotren them into his hands vnarmed and weaponleſle, he 
tooke nine thouſand of the flower of their youth, and partly 
committed them to the ſword , and partly ſold them for 


bond(laues. 


The diſloyall and treacherous dealing of Stzlico to- jp papa. 
wards the Gothes, how deare it coſt him and all Italie be- Payb £91. 


ſide, hiſtories doe ſufficiently teſtifie : for itfell out, that the 
Gothes (vnderthe condu of Allaricrs) entered Tealie with 
2 puiſſant and fearefull armic, to know thecauſe why the 
Emperour Haxerins withheld the penſion which (by vertue 
of a league, and in recompence of their aid tothe Empire 
ntime of warre) was due vnto them : Which by riper 
judgement and deliberation of the Councell was quieted; 
and to preſerue their countrey from ſo imminent a tempeſt, 


offer was made vnto them of the Spaniards and French- Treaſon; 
Z men lib.2.cap.3. 


” 
OO” Ee Rees woos row wneads _—_— — 
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men,Frhey could recouer them out of the hands ofthe Van; 
dales, which vſurped ouer them ; ſothat inconrinently they 
ould take their journey ouer the Alpes towards them, and 
depart their coaſts.Which offer and giftthe Gothesaccepting, 
didaccordingly fulfill the condition,and paſled away, with- 
out committing any riot or any damage in their palſages,But 
as they were vpon mount Cinis,making towards France, be. 
hold St:lice, Honorins his father in law (a man of a ſtirring, 
ftubborne, and raſh fpirir) purſuech and chargeth them wid 
bactell vnawares,and dreaming ofnothing letſe:whereat they, 
being at the inſtant amaſed,quickly gathered their ſpirits to- 
gether,and putting themſclues in defence, fought it out with 
ſuch courage and cagrenelle,that the traitors armic was whol.- 
ly diſcomfited,and he himſelte with one of his ſonnes, ſlaine, 
The Gothes hauing gotten this viRorie, broke off their yoy- 
age to France, and turned their courſe backe againe to Italie, 
with purpoſe co deſtroy and ſpoile: and ſo they did;for they 
laied waſte all the countrey of Piemont and Lumbardie, and 
elſewhere, and beſieged Romeit ſelfe: ſo that from'that time 
Italie neuer ceaſed to be ſcourged and tormented with the 
Gothes for the ſpace of eightcene yeares, Moreouer, whoſo- 
eucrelſc haue beene found to follow the ſteps of theſe truce, 
peace, and promiſe-breakers (void of truth and regard of re- 
putation)alwaies vaderwent worthy puniſhment for their yn- 
worthie a&ts, and fell headlong into confuſion and ignomi- 
nie, making themſclues ſubje&ts worthic to be curſt and des 
” 7 
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CHAP, XVI." 


Of Queenes that were Murtherers. 


ac I F thgc and (ſuch like cruelties as wee 
= hauc ſpoken before,bee ſtrange and 
monſtrous for men, what ſhal wethen 
£ ſay of wicked and bloudie women, 

” © who (contrarie tothe nature of cheir 
} (ex)addi themiſclues to all violence 
"C Ih & bloudſhedding, as curſed lezabel 
"PR A Qienc of Iſrael did;of whom ſutt- 


cient hath beenſpoken betore. 
Athaliah, Achabs daughter,and witeto /oram King of Tu- 


da, was a bird of the ſamefeather: for the was polletled with 
ſuch a ſpiric of furie and rage,thar after the death of her ſonne 
Ochoſias(chat died withour iflue)ſheput to death al the bloud 
royall, to wit, the poſteritic of Natha»,Salomons brother, to 
whom by right of ſucceſlion the inheritance of the crown ap- 
pertained, to theend that ſhe might inſtall her ſelte into the 
kingly diadem:after this cruell butcherie ofall the royall male 
children,except 7oas,who (by Gods prouidence) was preſcr- 
ucd aliue,ſhe vſurped the Crowne and Scepter of Tuda tull ſe- 
uen yeares ; at theend of which date,Toas was exalted to the 


Crowne, and ſhe not onely depoſed,bur (lain by the hands of 
her guardthatattended vpon her, 


ÞY: 


2.King.I1, 


Semiramis the Queene of Allyria was a woman of an am- S008: 


bitious ſpirit, whothrough her thirſt of reigning counterfei- 
ted her ſex, and attired her ſelfe like a man ro ger more autho- 
ritieand reuerenceto herſelfe, She was the deſtrution of ma- 
ny thouſand people, by che vnjuſt war which ſhe ſtirred vp z 
belides that,ſhe was a notorious trumpet, & withalla murde- 
rer of thoſethar ſatisfied her luft;for ſti] as they came from her 
bed, ſomelay priuily in warch to kill them, leſt they thould 


vewray her villanie; it is reported, that thee was ſo ſhameletle, 
_ + I chat 
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that ſhe ſoliciced her owne ſonne to commair inceſt with her : 
who in dereſtation of her filthineſle and cruelty raiſed a power 
againft her, and conquering her in onegrrat battell, cauſed 
her moſt deſeruedly to be put to death. 
Brunchild (whom hiſtories call Brarbault) a Queene of 
France by marriage, bur a Spaniard by birth, was a woman 
chat bred nach miſchicfc in her age, and that wrought many 
horrible and death-deſcruing crimes : tor partly with her ſub. 
till deuifes, and partly with her owne hands, ſhee murdered 
tenne Kings of France one after another : ſhee cauſed her hus. 
band co ſlay his owne brother : ſhee procuredthe death of her 
nephew rowers, whome againſt all equitic and. honeſtic 
ſhee had ſecondly eſpouſed for her husband; for he being ha- 
red of his father for that vile inceſt, and perceiuing himſelfe 
in danger oftaking,made one of his owne ſeruants thruſthim . 
chrough. After ſhee had committed theſe and many other 
foule ta&ts, ſhee went about alſo to defraud Cletarriau theſon 
of (bilpericke, of the right of the Crowne, which pertained 
vnto hum,and tothruſt in another in his roome : Whereup 
aroſe great warre, inthe which as ſhee deale more boldly and ' 
manfully chan thecondition of her ſex would beare,ſo ſhere- 
ccjued the due wages of her braue and vertuous deeds : for ſhe 
was taken prifoner,with three ofher nephewes, whoſcchroats 
ſheeſaw cur before her face, and after her ſelfe was ſer vpon 3 
camell, and led through the hoſtethree dayes together,cuerie 
man reuiling,mocking,reproching, and deſpighring herzand 
at laſt by the award and judgement of the Princes and Cap- 
raines of the army (he was adjudged to be tycd by the haire of 
her head,one arme and one foor to the taile ofa wild and vn+ 
tamed horſe, and fo to be left to his mercie to be drawn milſe- 
rably to her deſtruction : which was no ſooner executed, but 
her miſcrable carkalle(che inſtrument of ſo a1any miſchietes) 
was with mens fee: ſpurned, bruiſed, trampled,and wounded 
afrer a moſt ſtrange taſhion: and this was the wofullend of 
mulcrable Branchild, © | 
+ 4ne atop ihgr File 
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 Edilburga, thedaughter of Offa King of Mercia, in Eng- 
land, who was marrigd to Brigthricws King of the Weſt Sax- 


ons,was a woman ſopaſlling all the boundsof humanitie,and Ma!mibure 


ſo giuen tocrueltic and other beaſtly conditions, that ſhe firſt 
poyſoned diuers of the Nobles ofthe kingdome: and then ha- 
uing praRtiſed this wickednelle vpon them, ſhe at length poi- 
ſoned alſo the king her husband: for which cauſe flying ouer 
into France vnto Charles the great for fare of puniſhment a- 
mong her owne people, when by reaſon of her beautie it was 
offered vnro her, that ſhe ſhould marriceither with the King 
himſelfe or with his ſonne;becauſe ſhe choſe the ſonne before 
the facher,married neither the one nox yet theother, but was 
thruſt into a Monaſterie, where ſhee not forgetting her old 
trade, playing the harlot with a Monke, wasexpulled from 
chence,andended her life in great penurie and milerie. 


About che ſame time thar this Edz/b«rga was thus working AQgand Moe: 
her feats in England, /re»e,another moſt 1dolatrous and cruel] numents. 


minded woman, being Emprelle of the Greekes, was as buſic 
for her part at Conſtantinople, This wicked woman,through 
themcansof Pope Adrian, tooke vpthe bodie of Conſtantine 
Emperour of Conſtantinople, her owne husbands father ;and 
when ſhe had burned the ſame, ſhee cauſcd the aſhes co be caſt 
into the ſea, becauſe hee diſanulled Images, Atrerward reig- 
ning with herſonne Conftantinethe (ixch,ſonne to Les the 
fourth, and being at difleation with hum fordiſallowing the 
worſhipping of Images, cauſed him to be taken and layed in 
priſon : who afterward, through power of friends, becing re= 
ſtored ro his Empire againe, at laſt ſhee cauſed the ſame her 
owne ſonne to be caſt in priſon, and his eyes to beput out 
{ocruelly, that within ſhort ſpace heedied. After this,the ſaid 
Emprelle as it were triumphing in her crueltie and idolatrie, 
cauſed a Councell to be held at Nice, whereit was decreed, 
That Images ſhonfd againe be reſtored to the Church : bur 
this Councell was after repealed by another Councel] holden 
at Francktord by Charles the great : andat lengththis wicked 
woman was depoſed by Nicephorue (who raigned after) and 
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was expulſcd the Empire, and afterthe example of £ dilbitroa 
aboue mentioned (beeing condignely puniſhed for her wic. - 
kednelle) ended her life in much penurieand milcrie. 
Alexius Emaperour of the Greekes dying,lett behinde him 

a ivicked and cruell woman, his late wite now widow, This 
widow beeing exhorted by the Pecres of the Empiretoa ſe. 
cond miirriage,and cothar endchoice being oftered vnto her 
of all chenobilitic,to chuſe whom ſhe ſhould belt affeR, not. 
wichſtanding refuſed all : for ſhe was ſo linked in tamiliaritie 
with one of her owne houſhold called Grifo (who afterward 
when he came to be Emperour called himſelte £-2anzel) that 
for his loue thee refuſed all other marches : With this Grifo 
this wicked woman entereth a ſecret and bloudie praftiſe ; 
theconſulced with him, that he ſhould bring into the Court a 
number of hisſeruants ſecretly armed ; which comming inat 
diuers tines, and by diuers wayes,to auoid ſuſpition,fhee dif- 
poſed in the houſe in ſecret places, to be readie at her call to 
executcher bloudied{ignement. This being thus plotted, ſhe 
called together the Peeres of the Empire, and demaundedof 
them, if they were content that ſhee thonld chuſe to her hus- 
band whomeſhcepleaſed, and that they would acknowledge 
him for their Emperour whom ſhe (ould chuſe ; when as the 
Noblemen hereunto conſented, fuppoling that ſhee would 
haue choſen one fitting for hereſtate,ſhe preſently ſaluted chis 
Grifo, her old adulterous companion, for her husband and 
Emperour, and commanded themall to ſweare fealtic ynto 
him: which when as they all vererly refuſed and diſdained,the 
wicked woman forthwith called in the bloudietroupe prepa- 
red for that purpoſe, and cauſed them all robe murdered,not 
oneeſcaping aliue.Thus to ſatisfie her wicked luſt, ſheefparcd 
not to {pill the bloud of the moſt part of her Nobiliticafter a 
moſt ſauage and cruel manner:and indeed ſhe enjoyed her de- 
{irc,but behold che itlue of it: from this time forward the race 
of Conſtantine ceaſed tolit in the Imperiall throne, and no 
doubt but Gods vengeance alſo fell vpon herand her yicked 


husþand. 
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{n the yeare ofour Lord 700 Gracws the famons King of 
Poland beer deceaſed, the Crowne and Gouerniment del- yerb 


cended vpon 


isonely daughter YVexda,by full conſent of the HiF-Polor. 


vole realme, This Venda being of a proud and ftately na- lib.1.c4p.6, 


cure,refuſed ro be joyned in marriage with any ; ſaying, That 
ſhee had rather to be a Prince her ſelfe, and gouerned by her 
owne power,than the wite of che grearett Prince in the world. 
Among many that were {1 uicors vnto her, there was one Riti- 
ger, a noble and mightie Prince of the Theutons ; whoſe 
{uic becing nor onely denicd, bur ſcornfully reje&ted,and hee 
notwithſtanding greatly enflamed with her lotie, went abour 
to enforce her by ſtrength to his will: bur ſhe as valiantas he, 
raiſed a great power to withſtand his violence:whenthe rzar- 
cer was readie to come to deciding by blowes, Ritigerns his 
armic perceiuing the reſolution of Queene Venda , and the 
danger and lotle which was like toariſe co them,and that vp- 
on {o {leight an occaſion,refuled co fight:fo that Ritigerm be- 
ing thus torſaken, for griefe and fhamie ſlew himlfelfe ; and 

ueene Yerda returning to Cracouia,and there ſacrificing to 
her gods for her good ſuccclle; ar laſt, leſt her ſuccelletull go- 
ucrnment ſhould be tained with ſome diſaſtrous misfortune, 
and ſo her pride abated,to preuent this feare,deſperatly threw 
her ſelfe froma high bridge into che river Viſtula , and there 
ended her glorious and proud daics with aſhameful aud igno- 
mmnious death. 

L.er cucric one both great and ſmall learne by theſe exam- 
ples to containerhemielues within the limits of humanity,and 
not to be ſo ready and prompt to the ſhedding of humane 
bloud, knowing nothing to be more true thanthis, That hee 
chat Cuitech with che {word,(hall periſh with the ſiyord, 
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CHAP. AXVIL 


Of (ach, 4s without ntc2ſſitie,upon enerie light 
cauſe, mane warre. 


de S in Surgerie, ſo ina commonwealth 

So 7 vee mult account warre as alaſt re. 
fuge, and as it werea deſperat me. 
decine,which without verie vrgene 
 neceſſitie, when all other meanes of 
C maintaining our eſtate againſt the 
#_< is) aſſaults of the enemie faile, ought 
= WTYRRD IB not to be taken inhand :and indeed 
the Chicte ſcope and imarke that all choſe that lawfully vnder. 
take war,ought to propound to themſelues,ſhould be nothing 
els, but the good and quiet of the commonwealth, with the 
pcace and repoſe of euery member thereof. And thereforeſo 
oft as any reaſonable offers and conditions of peace are pro- 
pounded, they ought to beaccepted,to the end ro auoid the 
male of cuils (as ruines, bloudſheds,robberies) which alwaies 
accompanie war as necefſaric attendants :for whoſoeuer doth 
not ſo, but yponeueric light occaſion runneth toarmes, and 
to trie the hazard of batrell, they maniteſt their ownefooliſh 
and perniciousraſhinelſe,and their ſmal conſcience in ſheddivg 


Inmanebloud. 


wiſe liſten(ſo opintonatiueand ſelfe-willed was he) but gaue 
kim bactell in the field, withour any juſt cauſe,ſaue his owne 
plcaſure, which turned to his paine : for hee caught ſo many 
wounds at that skirmiſh, that ſhortly after hee Peg of them, 
co the greatgriete of the whole people, andthe Prophet /ere- 
my, allo that lamented his death. 


King 79» of France (for refuſing reaſonable conditions of Freiſ.vol-r, 
peaceat the Engliſh mens hands) was querthrowne by them Ae-G#2. 


two miles from Poytiers,with a great ouerthrow: for the En- 
gliſhmen ip regard oftheirowne mall number,and the huge 
mulcirude of the Freach to encounter wich them, timoroully 
oitered vp aſurrender of all that they had cither conquered, 
taken,or ſpoiled,ſince their comming fron) Bourdeaux, and 
ſoto beſworn not ro beare armcs agaialt him for ſeuen yeres, 
ſo that they might quietly depart. But the king, that erowed 
before che conquelt, aftying too much in the multicude of his 
forces,{topt his cares to all conditions,not willing to heare of 
any thing but war, war,euen thinxing to hewthem in pieces, 
without one e{caping:bur it tel out otherwile, for the Engliſh 
men intreaching themlſelues ina place of aduantage,and hard 
of accelle, incloſed with thicke hedges and brambles, diſtur- 
bed and ouerchrevs with their archers, at the firſt onſet, the 
French horſemen, aid wounded molt of their menand hor- 
ſes with malcicude of arrowes: it tarried nor long ere the foot- 
men alſo were pur to fiight on the other l1de, and the whole 
armie of threeſcore thouſai.d men , by bare eight thouſand 
Engliſh, diſcombited: divers great Lords werefound ſlainein 
che field, and divers others with the king himſeife carried pri- 
ſoners into Fngland :; which was a great fhaketo the whole 
reakme, and the occa[ton of ;nany tumults and diſorders that 
enſued afterwards, 

Morcouer,zs it is a raſh part to hazard che doubtfull event 
of battel] indiſcreetly,and without caule, ſo it 15a point of no 


elle follic to thruſt ones ſelfe voluntarily into any afticn of 


war without charge, not being particularly called and _ 
T Pty rouge 


. Godh Tudgements, vponeuericlight occafion. 
onely free pallage at his hand: yer would not 7offas in any 
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thereunto, 'or hauing a bodie ynſufficierſt and vnkic forthe 
ſame. And his was alto one of the warlike points of diſcipline 
which the antient Romans vſed ; That none ſhould preſume 
co fight for his countrey,before he had been admitted by ſome 

capraine by a ſolemne oath. 
OF all the hiſtories that I euer read, I know none more 
ſtrange in matter of warre, than this which I now goeabour 
Frozſ.vo!-l, torecite,of Henry of Luxenbourg, Emperor of Germany,who 
C4p.1300 when hee heard chat his ſon {aries king of Bohemia was in 
che French armic, and that Ph:/ipof Valois, king of France, 
was readie to giue battel] co the Engliſh,albeit hee was blinde, 
and conſequently vnfit for warre, yet would needs take part 
wich the French : And therefore commaunded his men at 
- armes to guide him into the place where the field was to bee 
fought,thac he might trike one blow. They as fooliſh as him« 
ſelfe, not willing tocrolle his minde,and fearing to loſe him 
inthe preaſc,ticd him faſt co theraines of their bridles,becing 
by chis meanes ſo coupled together, asif they meant all tope- 
riſh togetherif need were,as indeed they did, for they were 0- 
- Uercome in batel], and the next day found all dead,horſe and 
men faſt bound together. This accident befell at Crecie neere 
Abreuile,in which journey the French king ſuſtained an in- 
eſtimable damage, tor hee loſt fifteene of his chieteſt princes, 
foureſcore enlignes,twelue hundred knights,and about thurty 

chouſand men. 

, Theaty. Hier, Intheycare 1 455, ' the Hungarians without any juſt cauſe 
or pretence, made war vpon the Emperor Ozro,onely mooued 
with a deſire of bringing vnder their ſubjeion the Germane 
powers;and the rather at this time, becauſe they ſuppoſed the 
Emperours ſtrength of war to be weakened, and his power of 
men lellcned,by thoſe continuall troubles and wars whichhe 
had beendaily occupied in: notwithſtanding Orro, as by hs 
former deeds of armes, he deſerued the ſyrname of Great, (0 
if chis exploit eſpecially , for hee conſcribed eight legions of 
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men out of Franconia, Bauaria, and Bohemia, and with that 


fmall valiant handful,ouerturned and deſtroyed the hugevn- 
a T | chriſtened 


| Coch Tudagtments, 


chriſtened muulezcude of his enennes: for albeit che Bphemi- 
ans being placed inthe rereward,were asſ{nddenly and vnex- 
pectegly atlaulted by che enemie, that eraftily palled ouer the 
river Lycus to ſer vpon them behinde, as vnhappily pur to 
flight with thelofTeof cle carriages and vicuals, which they 
were ſerto protect ; yer Orro with his other legions renuing 
the bacrell,and encouraging his ſouldiers,gauethe enemy ſuch 

an encounter and repulte, that he put then to flight and ſlew 

then with a miſcrableſlaughter: three of their kings he tooke 
priſoners, and teiy of that vaſt armie eſcaped with their liues. 
On the Emperours {ide died many worthie nien, among 

whom Conradethe Emperorsſonin law, and Burghardduke 

of Suema were two, beltde many other.1n this ſucceſiine bar- 

ell it isto benoted aboue thereſt, how religiouſly the Empe- 

rour both began and finiſhed it : the day before the fight hee 

enjoyned a faſt in his ariny,anddirefed his praiersto the Al- 

mightie, relying more vpon the preſence of Gods helpe,than 
his own power : after the conqueſt gotten,he cauſed ſolemne 
thanks to be giuen jn all churches to God, for the greatdeli- 

uerance.] would our moderne Generals and Captaines would 
learne by this exawple to follow his footſteps, & nor ro make 

their praiers quaihings, and their thankſgiuing caroulings, as 

they vſcrodoe, enen as it were purpoſely to temper the Lord, 

and to ftir vp his wrath againſt chem, 

Penda king of middle England,making warre vponi Anna 
king of Eaſt Angles, flew himin open field: with which vi- 
ory beeing putfed yp by pride, hee ſent defiance ro Oſway 
king of Northumberland alſo: who hearing of his approach 
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prottered him great gifts, & faire conditions of peace, which 


when Penda obttinately refuſed, ne was (laine in batse)] with 
thirtic of his coſt noble capraines, alchough he hadthriſe the 
number of people which Ofway had. And thus the heathen 
and bloudie Pagan ended his crueltie,and paicd deere for hs 
too much forwardnelle in wartc. 
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Of ſach as pleaſe themſelues onermuch in 
ſeeing crueittes. 


28 He Romanes were ſo accuſtomed by 
| Is long vſc of war to behold bghcings 
and bloudſhed, thatin time of 
alſo they would make themfclues 
ſports and paſtimes therewith : for 
&F they would compell poore capthtes 
<2 | _ bondſlaues ether to kil oneano. 

Tere ther by mutuall blowes, or to enter 
combat with ſauageand cruel] beaſts, ro betorne in vectly 
th&n. The firſt (according to Sexeca) that deuiſed and putin 
practiſe this vnkindly combat of beaſts and maleiaRors, was 
Pompey, Who prouidedan ar:nie of eighteene Elephants to 
fight with men, and thought it a notable and commendable 
ſpeAacle to pur men to death after this new & ftrange faſhi- 
on.Oh how mens minds are blinded with ouer much proſpe 
ritie ! He eſtcemed himſelfe at that time to be higher indig-- 
nitic than all other, when he thus threw to wild beaſts people 
of farre countries, and nithe preſence of the peoplecauſed lo 
much bloud to be ſhed: bur not long after himſelte was betrat- 
ed by thetrecherie of the Alexandrians,and ſlaine by a bond- 
flaue(a juſt quittance for murdering fo many of that conditi- 
on :) thus much of Sexeca.Now it 15 manifeſt that this was an 
ordinarie paſtime among theRomans,albeir it is ſtrange,that 
any paſtime or pleaſure could ariſe by ſeeing poore creatures 
interchangeably ſtrike one another to death,& humane bloud 
corun like water _ the ſtreets. 

F/#. It was not then without cauſe, but by a ſpeciall will of God 
to reuenge cruelty,that the bondflaues (conducted by Sparta- 
c14 the Fencer) rebelled againſt their maſters in Rome, after 


they had broken through the guards of Lenten: his apa 
| | and 
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and iſJuing out of Capua,'gathere$together abouc ten thou- 

{and fighting men, and encamped themſelues in mounc Ve- 

{uvius;where beeing belieged by (Vedi Glaber,they (allied 

ſo rudely and boifterguſly vpen him, that the viRorie and 
ſpoile of their enemies tents remained on their ſides : after 
this they ran ouer all che land, forraged rhe countrey, and de- 
ſtroyed many villages and rownes, bur eſpecially theſe foure, 
Nola, Nocera, Terrencuz, and Metaponte, wereby them ſac. 
ked and ſpoiled with aſtrange and bloudie overthrow : after 
all which, hauing encountred two Conſuls, they ouercame 
Lentulus or mount Appennine,and diſcomfited Gairs Caſſ? - 
# necre Modene: all which viQtories and luckieproceedings 
did ſoembolden and pufte vpthe courage of Captaine Fen- 
cer; that he determined togine an alarmeroRome,and co lay 
liege vnto it : but the Romanes preparing and direQing all 
their forces to withſtand their practiſes, gaue him and his 
crue ſo ſorea repulle, that from Rome they were faine to flic 
ro the vttermoſt borders of Tralie,and there ſceing themſclues 
pentin on all {ides,and driuen to deepe extremitie, they gaue 
ſo deſperat an onſet vpon their enemies, that both their cap= 
taineand they were all ſiaine. And thus the Romanes made 
jollic paſtime with their Fencers and bo1id{laues,and more (I 
chinke at this time) ithan they either looked or withed for : 
for foure hundred of chem being caken by the bondmen, were 
enforced to ſhew them paſtinie ac the ſame game whereat 
they had ofrentumes made thein{elues mierrie ar their colts; 
and to kill one another, as they !:ad before time cauſed them 
to doe. 
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How curious aud delirousthe peopie of Rome was wont Corn.Tacic. 
to bee of beholding theſe bloudieazd mi!chieuous games, 42n464b 4., 


Cornelis Tacitits a the tourth booke of Jiis Annales decla- 
reth ar large ; yehere hee reportech, That in tne Citie of the 
Fidenares (in the rwelfth yeareot therargne of 7iherime) the 
pcople being gathered together ro behoid the Fencers prizes 
were htc;e chouland of them hurt and :naimed at one time, by 
the Awphutheatre that fell ypon thgzn ; a cruel] Py INe 

ce. 
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deed, and a ſtrange accident, not comming by aduenture (24 
ſome ſuppoſe) buc by che juſt vengeance of God,to ſuppreſſe 
ſuch pernitious and vnciull ſports. The ſame ſtories regj, 
ſtred by Pax! Oreſizzs mn his ſeuenth booke, with this 
ion, Thar atthattime were (laine more than twentie thoy. 
ſand perſons. | 

I cannor palle ouer in (ilence two notable and memorable 
hiſtories of two Lions, recorded by cwo famous Authors, Se. 
neca the one,and Anliy Gellizes the other. The firſt of whome 
reporteh, That he ſaw on the Theatre a Lion, who ſeeingy 
flaue chat ſomerimes had beene his keeper, cthrowne among 
the beaſts to bee deuoured, acknowledged him , and defen- 
ded him from their teeth ,and would not ſuffer any ofthem 
rodochim hurc. The ſecond bringeth theteſtimonie of one 
eAppian, that aftirmeth himſelte co haue ſcene at Rome 
Lion, who for old acquaintance ſake which hee had with 
condemned ſeruant, tawned vpon him, and cleared him 
in like manner from thefuric of the other beaſts, The hiſtone 


was this: 


A certaine bond(]aue too roughly handled by his maſter, 
forlooke him,and fHled away, and 1nhis flight retiring intoa 
deſart, and not knowing how to beſtow himlelte, tooke vp1 
caue for his lodging, where hee had not long abode, but z 
mightie Lyon came halting to his denne, with a ſoreand 
bloudie legge: the poore (laue all forgone at this ſtrangeand 
ougly {ight, looked eucrie minute to bee deuoured, but the 
Lyon in another mood came fawningly and ſoftly towards 
him,as it he would complaine vnto him of his griete: where- 
at (ſomewhat heartened) hee bethought himlelfe to applic 
ſome medicineto his wound, and to binde yp the ſore as wel 
as hee could; which hee had no ſooner done, 'bur the Lyoh 
made our for his prey, and cre long returning, brought home 
to his hoſt and Chirurgian certaine gobbets of raw fleſh, 
which hee halte roaſting vpon arocke by the Sunne beames, 
made his daily ſuſtenance, for the time of his abode there : 
notwichſtanding at length wearied with this old and _ 

, 


co Rome,totheend to be an ator in thoſe beaſtly tragedies ; 
but by chance his old patient the Lyon (taken alſo fince his 
departure , becing readie amonglt other beaſts to play his 
part) knew him by and by,and ranne vnto him,fawning and 
making much of him: the people wondring at this ſtrange 
accident, afcer enquirie made of the cauſe thereof, 'gauvehim 
the Lyon, and cauſed him to lead him in a ſtring through the 
citie for a miracle : for indeed both this and the fomer de- 
ſerue no other name. Thus God reproueth che ſauageinhu- 
manity of men,by theexample of the wilde and furious beaſts 
at whoſe teeth poore ſeruants found more fauour than at their 
maſters hands, 

TheEmperor ( oſtantine weighing the indignity of theſe 
and ſuch like paſtimes,and knowing how far they oughtto be 
baniſhed from the ſocictic or men,by a publike Edit aboliſh- 
ed all ſuch bloudic and monſtrous ſpeRacles.Inlike manner 
theſe monomaches and {ingle combates performed in places 
incloſed for the purpoſe, wherein one at the leaſt, it not both p 
muſt of neceſlicy die,ought to beabrogated ina Chriſtian po- 
licie,as by the Lateranecouncellit was well enafted, with this 

naltie, That whoſocuer (hould in that manner beſlaine, his 
bodie ſhould be depriued of Eccleſiaſtical buriall : and truely 
moſt commonly it commer: to palle, that they that preſume 
moſt ypon their own prowelle and ftrength,and are moſt for «. 
ward inofferin,; combar,either looſe their liues,or gainediſ- 
cedir,whichis more grieuous than death. | 


Gods Tudoements. pleaſureincruelties; 


tfe,and hating to abide long in that eſtate;heforſooke the de. 
fart, and put himſelte againeto aduenture : now jt chanced 
that he was takea by his old maſter,and carried from Xpypt 
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Of ſuck 2s exerciſe too much rigor 
and ſeneritie. 


D747 Vrthermore we muſt vnderſtand, thr 
Je& God doth not onely forbid murder 
2 Y and bloudſhed, bur alſo all tyrannie 
SZ 4 and oppreflion;therein prouidingfor 
7 the weake againſt the firong , the 
poore again{t the rich, and bond- 
7, llaues againſt their maſters : to the 
end that none might be trode vnder 
foot, and oppretſed of others, vnder 
paine of his indignation. Inſomnch therefore as the Romans 
vſed ſuchrigour rowards their ſeruants, it came to paſle bya 
juſt judgement of God, that they beeing Lords ouer all the 
world,were three ſundrie times driuen by their ſeruants into 
great extreamities, As firſt in Rome within the walls,at the 
ſame time when they alſo were troubled with the ſedirious 
factions of their Tribunes.Secondly in Sicily, where they hor: 
r:bly laid waſte the whole countrey : the cauſe of which com- 
motion was, becauſethe Romans had chained a multitude of 
flauestogether,and in that order ſent them to manureand till | 
the ground : for acertaine Sirian firſt aſſembled ewo thou- 
ſand men of them that camenext hand, then breaking vptic 
priſons, multiplied his army to forty thouſand, and with 
pulled downe caſtles, raſed vp townes,and deſtroyed eutric 
where, The third vndertaken by a ſkeepheard,who hauing 
killed his maſter, ſer at libertje all the bondmen, and prep®- 
red an armie of them, wherewith he ſpoiled cities, cowns, 
caſtles, and diſcomfited the armies of Sernilizs and Luculus, 
who were Pretors at that time : bur at laſt they were _ 
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ed and rooted out 
got the Romanes at their ſeruants hands. 


As cuerie nation hath his proper vertue and vice aſcribed 
to it, ſothe Spaniards for their part are noted famous for cru- 
elcic towards their ſubjects and vaſſals,inſomuch that (as ex- 


perience in many witnellerh) they are intollerable in that 
kinde:for which cauſe they haue borne the marks of Gods 
juſtice, for cheir rigorous & barbarous handling of the poore 
Weſt Indians,whom they haue brought to that exctrenntie by 
putting them to ſuch exceſliue crauels in digging their mines 


of gold (as namely inthe Iſland Hiſpagnola ) that themoſt Beyzoy. 471.9; 
part by {ighes and teares wiſh by deach to end their miſcries : 9f the new 


many (firlt killing cheir children)hauedeſperatly hung them- 
ſclues on high crees ; ſomehauethrowne themſelues headlong 
from ſtcepe mountaines, and others caſt themſclues into the 
ſeato berid of cheir troubles : but the tyrans haue neuer eſca- 
ped (cor-free, but came alwayesro ſome miſerable end or 0- 
cher: for ſome of them were deltroied by the inhabitants, 
others ſlew oneanother with their owne hands, prouoked by 
latiable auarice : ſome haue beene drowned in the ſea, 
and --og ſarued in the Deſart ; in fine,few eſcaped vnpu- 
iſhed, 

Bombadilla, one of the Gouernours of Hiſpagnola, after 


too much Scueritie. 
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world. 


hee had ſwayed there a while, and enriched himſeltfe by the = 


ſweatand chargeofthe enhabitants, was called home againe 
into Spaine: whetherward(according to the commandement 
receiued) as hee embarked himſelte, ſhipping\with him ſo 
much treaſure as in value mounted to mote - an hundred 
and fifriethouſand Duckats, beſide many pieces and praines 
of gold, which hee carried ro the Spaniſh Queenefor a Pre- 
ſent, wherof one weighed three thouſand Duckats,there aroſe 
ſuch a horrible and outragioustempeſt inthe broad ſea, and 
beat ſo violently againſt his ſhippes, that foure and twentic 
vellels were ſhiuered in pieces, and drownedat that blow : 
there periſhed Bombadilla himſelfe with moſt of his _ 
taunes, and more than fiue hundred Spaniards, that thoug 
ee re ol | to 
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to returne full rich into thecountry,and became with all their 
treaſures a prey vnto the fiſhes. | 
In theyeare of our Lord 1541,the cighthday of Septem. 
ber, therechanced in the citie Guatumala (which lyeth in the 
way from Nicaragna Weſtward) a ſtrangeand admirable 
judgement. Afcerthe death of Aluarado, who lubducd this 
prouince, andfounded the Citiez and was bur a little before 
{laine in fight, it rained ſo ſtrangely and vehemently all this 
whole day and night, that of a ſudden ſo huge a delugeand 
floud of waters ouerflowed the earth , ſtreaming from the 
botcome of the mountaines into che lower grounds, with 
ſuch violence, that ſtones of incredible bignelle were earried 
with it ; which tumbling ſtrongly downewards, bruiſed and 
burſt in pieces whatſocuer was 1n their way. In the meane. 
whiletherewas heard in theaire fearfull cries and voyces and 
a blacke cow was ſcene running vp and downe inthe midſt 
of the water, that did much hurt. The firſt houſe that was ougr- 
throwne by this tempeſt, was dead Aluarado's,wherin hiswi- 
dow (a very proud wonnn, that held the gouernment of the 
whole prouince in her hand,and had before deſpited Godfor 
her husbands death) was (laine withall her houſhold,andina 
moment the citie was either drowned or ſubuerted:therepeati- 
ſhed in this tempeſt of men and women ſtxſcore perſons: but 
they that at the beginning of che floud fled, ſaued their liues. 
The morrow after the. waters were ſurceaſed, one might ſee 
the poore Spaniards lie along the fields, ſome maimedintheir 
bodies, other with broken armes or legs,or otherwiſe miſera- 
bly wounded, And thus did God reuenge the monſtrous Spa- 
niſh cruelties exerciſed vpon thoſe poore people, whomen- 
ſtead of incicing by faire and gentle means to the knowledge 
of the true God and his Son Chriſt, they terrified by extraor- 
dinarie tyranny (for ſuch is the Spaniſh nature) making them 
thinke chat Chriſtians were the cruelleſt and moſt wicked 
men of the carth. 
In the yeare of our Lord 1 514 happened the horrible {c- 


ſto- 


people , againſt the King and chiefeft of the Realme, be- 
cauſe they went not about to conquer thoſe places againe 
from the Turke which hee held in Hungarie, Thercupon 
che Popes Legate publiſhed pardons for all thoſe that 
would crolle themiſelues to goe warre againſt the Turke. 
Whereupon ;ſuddenly there gathered together a wonder- 
full companie of theeues and robbers , from euerie corner 
of Hungarie , who together with great multicudes of the 
common people that were opprelled by the inſolencic of 
the Nobilicie (creating themſelues a Generall) committed a 
moſt horrible ſpoyle almoſt ouer all Hungaric z murdering 
all the Gentlemen and Biſhops they could meet wichall : the 
richeſt and thoſe which were nobleſt deſcended, they empai- 
led aliue, Thiscruell rage continuing, at laft the King ray - 
ſed forces againſt them, and ere long they weredefeared in 
a ſer batcell, by 9h» cheſonne of Vayuod Srephen,who ha- 
uing cut the moſt of chem in pieces, tooke their Leaders, 
and put them todeath by ſuch ſtrange torments as I haue 
horrour to remember : For the Generall of this ſeditious 
croupe, called George, hee cauſed to bee ftript naked, and 
a Crowne of hot burning yron to bee ſet vpon his head;then 
ſome of his veines to be opened , and made Lacarize his bro- 
ther to drinke the bloud which itJued out of them. After 
that the chicfeſt of the peaſants, who had beene keptthree 
dayes without meat, were brought forth, and Fck to fall 
vpon the bodie of George (yet breathing) withtheir recth, 
and eueric one to teare away and eat a peece of it. Thus hee 
becing tornein pieces, his bowels were pulled out, and cue 
into morſels, whereof ſome being boyled, and the reſt roa- 
ſed, the priſoners were conſtrained to feed on them: which 
done, all that remained wereput to moſt horrible and Jan- 
guiſhing deathes. Anexample of greater crueltie can hardly 
be found ſince the world was a world, aid thereforeno mar- 
uell if che Lord hath puniſhedthe kingand realme of Hun- 
| Aa 1j garie 
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co make ſpoileofthem. Cruell chaſtiſements are prepared for 
them that be cruell and inhumane. 

During the Peaſants warre in Germanie,inthe yere 1525 
a certaine gentleman not content to haue mallacred a greg 
number euen of thoſe which had humbly craued pardon of 
him, vſedinall companieto gloric of his exploits,and tore] 
what murders and thefts hee had committed. Bur ſomemo. 
neths afterheefell ſicke, and languiſhed many daies of an ex. 
treme paine in the reines of his backe ; throughthe torment 
whereof hefell into deſpaire, and ceaſed not to curſe and de. 
ny his Creator;whois blelled for euer, vnill that bothſpeech 
andlife fayledhim . Neither did the ſeueritie of Gods juſtice 
here ſtay,but ſhewed it ſelfe on hispoſteritie alſo; for hiseldef 
fonne ſeeking to exalt the prowelle and valour of his father, 
vaunted us: of his fathers exploits in an open aflembly at 
banquet; wherewithall a countrey man being moued, ſtabbed 
him tothe. heart with his dagger : and ſome few daies after 
the plague falls among the relidue of his family , and conſu: 


meth all chat remained. 
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a3? 1 followcth bythe order of our ſub- 
&& je& now to touch thetranſpreſſions 
ofthe third commandement of the 
ſecond Table ; which is, Thoy ſhalt 
not commit Adulterie ; In which 
words,asalſo in many othertexts of 


\ Scripture , Adulteric is forbidden, 


DD J 
_ NA | andpricuous rp" 1571/ 


againſt all choſechardefle hex bodies wich fichic and vi 


chemſclues to whores and ribauds, 

This (in did the Iſraelites commit with the woman of Ma- 
dian, by meanes wherof they were to follow ſtrange gods,and 
to fall into Gods heauie diſpleaſure , who by a cruel plague 
deſtroyed 24000 of them for the ſame lin. And foraſmuch as 
the Madianites (through the wicked and pernicionscounſell 
of Balaam) did lay this ſnare forthem, and were ſo villanous 
and ſhamelcle, as to proſticure and bee bauds to their owne 
wiues ; theretoretney were by the expretſe commandement 
of Cod d:{con:fired, their kings and falſe prophets, with; all 
their men and women,except onely their vnpolluted virgins 
chat had known no 1nan,ſlaine : and all cheir cittes and dwel- 
lings burned and conſumed toaſhes, As eucric oneought ro 
haueregard and care to their honeſtie, ſo maides eſpecially, 
whoſe whole credic and reputation hangeth thereupon for 
they that makeno account thereof, but ſuffer themſclues co 
be polluced with any filrhinelle, draw vpon them not onely 

molt vile infamie, but alſo many great miſeries: as is proued 
by the daughter of Hippomenes prince of Arhens,who becing 
a whore, her father ſhut vp in a ſtable with a wildeherſe,p1- 
uing him no prouender,nor other meat to eat, thatthe horſe 
_ (natyrally furious enough , but more enraged by famine) 
might teare her in picces, and with her cark:tle refrct}; his 
hunger, as hee did. Pontus Aufidian vnderſtanding that his 
daughter had bin betrayed and ſold into alechers hands by 
aſlaueof his that was her ſchoolemaſter ; pur thenz both to 
death, In 1jke maner ſerued Pub. Artiline, Faliſqve his daugh- 


eer,chat fell intothe ſame infanue./izes reporteth, that in our ud.Vinth. 


fathers Cates, rwo brothers of Arragon perceiuing their (i- 
ſter(whom they euer eftecmed for honeſt) to be with childe, 
(hiding their diſpleaſure vntill her delivery was paſt)come in 
ſuddenly, and ibbed her intothe bellie with their daggers, 
tillchey killed er, 1; che preſence of a ſage marron that was 
witneſle to ther deed. The ſame author ſanh, That when hee 
Wasa young man, thece yerethree in the ſame <ountrey,that 
"ann con: 
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conſpired the death of a companion of theirs, that wene x: 
bout to commit this villany, & asthey conſpired ſo they per. 
formed it, ſtrangling himto death with a napkin, as hee was 
going to his filchinelſe, As for Adulterers,examples are ink. 
nite both of their wicked lives and miſerable ends. Fn which 


- number many ofthem may be ſcored, that making profeſſion 


of a ſingle life , and vndertaking the vow of chaſtitie,ſhew 
themſclues notwithſtanding monſtrous knaues and ribauds, 


Perr.premonſt, as many of the Popes themſelues haue done. As we read of 


Iohs che cleuenth, baſtard ſonto Lazao his predeceſſor, who 
by means ofhis Adulteries with Theodora then gouernelſe of 
Rome, came by degrees to the Papacie z ſo he palled theblel. 
ſed time of his holie Popeſtip wich this verruousdamego 
whom heſerued inſtead of a common horſeto ſatisfie her in- 
fatiable and diſordinateluft : buc the good and holie father 
was atlaft taken and caſt in priſon, and there ſmothered to 
death witha pillow. Bered:i the eleucnth, dining on atime 
with an Abbelle,his familiar,was poyſoned with certain figs 
that hee eat. (Verment the fifth was reported to bea common 
baud and a protefonr of whores ; hee went apart into Awg- 
nion, and there ſtaicd of purpoſe to doe nothing but whore- 
hunt : heedied in great torment of the bloudic flux, plurilt, 
and griete of the ſtomacke. 

In our Engliſh Chronicles we read of Sir Reger Mortimer 
Earle of March,in the time of Edwardthe third, who hauing 
ſecret fanuliaritie with {ſabel, Edward the ſeconds wife, was 
not onely the cauſeto ſtirre her vp to make warre againſt her 
husband, bur alſo when he was vanquiſhed by her, and de- 
poſed from his Crowne, his young ſonne beeing inſtalled in 
histhrone, cauſed him moſt cruelly to bee put to death , oy 
thruſting a hot ſpit into his bodie, athis fundament, Healto 
—— the Farle of Kent, the Kings vncle,to bee arraigned 
and beheaded at Wincheſter , for that hee withſtood the 
Queenes and his dealings, and would not ſuffer them to doe 
whatthey liſted. All theſe miſchicfes ſprung out from the 


filchieroox of Adulterie, Bur chejult judgement of God n9t 
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ed, it ſo fell forth at the length, that 1/abe/ the old Queene 
was diſcouered to be with chuld by the ſaid Hortimer : wher- 
ofcomplaint being madeto the King, as alſo of the killing of 
King Edward his father, and conſpiring and procuring the 
death of the Earle of Kent the Kings vncle, hee was arraig - 
ned and indicted, and by verdict found puilric,and ſufferrd 
death accordingly likea traitor, his head being exalted vpon 
London bridge, for a ſpeRtacletor all murderers and adulte- 
rers to behald, that chey might ſee and feare the hrauy venger 
ance of God. 


CHAP. XXI, | 
Of Rapes. 
& Ow if Adulterie, which with liking 


£ and conſent of parties is committed, 
©N bcccondenmed, how much more 
& gricuous and hainous is the offence 
I and more guiltic the offendor, when 
wich violence the chaftitie of any is 
I) aſlailed, andenforced ? This was the 
LW (inne wherewith Sichem theſonne of Gen: 
Hemor theLeuite 1s marked in holy 
Scripture; for he rauiſhed Dima, ſaacobs daughter, for which 
cauſe Smeonand Lent her brethren ——_—_ che injury done 
vntotheir ſiſter, vpon che head of not onely him andhis fa- 
ther, bur all che males that were in thecitie, by putting them 
to rhe (word, | 
It was a cuſtorue amongſt the Spartans aud Meſlenians du- 
r10g the tune of prace berwixt them, to ſend yearely to one 
another cerr1ine of their daughters , to celebrate certaine 
teaſts and ſacrif.ces chat wereamongſt them : Now in conti- 
Quance of thyme it chanced that fittie of the Lacedemonien 
RE Ee eo, 
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32 Virginsbceing come to thoſe ſolemne feaſts, were purſues 
by che Meflenian gallants, to haue cheir pleaſures of them: 
bu: icy joyntly making refiſtance,and fighting for theirho. 
ncilies,{troue ſo long,not one yeelding themfelues a prey in. 
rotheir hands;rill they all dyed : wherupon aroſe ſo long and 

+ miſerable a war,that all the countrey of Mctlena was deltoy- 

ed thereby. pn 
Ariſtoclides a Tyranof Orchomenusa Citic of Arcadia, 

fell enamoured with a maide of Stymphalis : who ſeeing her 
father by him ſlaine, becauſe he ſcered co ſtand in his Purpoe 

ſes light, fled co the temple of Dianato take SanRuane, nei. 

ther could once be pluckt from the image of the goddelle, ys. 

till her life was taken from her: but her death ſo incenſed the 
Arcadians, that they fellto armesand ſharpely reuenged ha 

 eruel] injurie. 

Titus Linzii. Appin a Romana man of power and authoritic inthe «i. 
nie, enflamed with theloue of a virgine, whoſe father hight 
 Virginias, would needs make her his ſcruant, to theend toe- 

buſe her the more freely, and whilſt he indeuored with all his 
power and policie to accompliſh his immoderar luft, her fa 
ther ſlew her with his owne hands,tnore willing to proſtitute 
her to death, than to ſo foule an opprobric and diſgrace: but 
eucrie man prouoked and ſtirred vp with the wotulnele dt 
the cuenr, with one conſent purſued, apprehended,and impri- 
ſoned the foul lecher;who fearing the award of a moſt ſham& 
full death,killed himſclfe to preuent a further miſchiefe. 

Xie.Gil.vol1, Intheyerc of our Lord 1271 ,vnder thereigne of the Em- 

perour Rodo/ph, the Scicilians netled and enraged with the 

horrible whoredomes,adulteries and rapes, which the garti- 
ſons that had the gouernment ouer thein committed,not able 

tocndure any longer their inſolent & outragious demeanor, 
catred a fecret and commonconſpiracy vpon a time appoin- 

ted for the purpoſe, which was on Eaſter Sunday, at theſhut- 
__ringinof {2 cuening,to ſer ypon them with one accord,and 
to murder ſo many as they could : as they did, for at that 1n- 

' Kantthey maſſacred. ſo many throughout the whole _— 
; a een men mn pn Nt 
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chat of all the great multicude there ſuruiued not one to beare 
cidings,or bewaile the dead, 


At Naples irchanced inthe Kings palace, as young King Bemb.1;b. x5 
Fredaricke, Ferdinands ſonne, entered the priuic le & kites 


the Queene his mother, to ſalute her and the other Ladies of 
the Court,cthat the Prince of Biſſenio waiting in the ourward 
chamber for his returne, was [laine by one of his owne ſer- 
uants, that ſuddenly gaue him with his ſword three deadly 
ſtrokes in the preſence of many beholders ; which deed hee 


confelled that hehad watched three yeares to performe,in re». 
gard of an injury done vnto his liſter,& in her to him, whom: 


herauiſhed againft her will. 


The Spaniards that firft tookethe Ile Hiſpaniola, were Bengon-Milex; 
for their whoredomes and Rapes, which they committed. tf the new« 
vpon the wiues and virgines , all murdered by the enha-, found Land. 


bitants, 


The enhabitants of the Prounce Cumana, when they-The ſame Au« 
ſaw the beaſtly OUtLTage of the Spaniſh.nation, that] ay along FOR : 


their coaſts to fifh for pearle,in forcing and rauiſhing (with- 
out difference) their women young and old, fer vpon them 


vpon a Sunday morning with all their force,and flew all that . 


euer they found by the Sea coaſts Weſtward, tillthere remai- 
ned not onealiue: and the furicof the rude -vnciuill people 
was ſo great, that they ſpared not the Monkes in their Cloy- 
ers, but cut their throats as they weremumbling their Ma. 
ſes ; burnt vp the Spaniſh houſes, both religious and priuar, 
burſt in pieces cheir bells, drew abouttheir Images,hurld 
downe their. crucifixes and caftthem in diſgrace and con- 
tempt-ouerthwart their ſtreetsto be troden vpon : nay, they 


deſtroyed wharſoeuer belonged vnto themytotheir very dogs 
and hennes,andtheir owne countrymen that ſerued them 1n . 


any (eruice, whither reli om or other, they ſpared not, they . 


beat the earth, and curſed it with bitter curſes, .becauſe it 


had vpholden ſuch wicked and wretched caitifes. Now the 
report of this mallacre was ſo fearetull and rerible, that the 


Spaniards whych were. in Cubagna doubted much of their 


lives > 
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Lives alſo ; and tnily not without great cauſe: forif the [ndi. 
ans of the Continent had beeneturniſhed and prouidedwith 
ſufficient ſtore of barks, they had paſlcd cuen into that iſland, 
and had {erued them with the ſame ſauce which their fellowes 
wereſerued with , for they wanted not will, but abilitie to do 
it- And theſe are the goodly fruires of their Adulceries and 
Rapes, which the Spaniſh nation hath reaped in their new. 
found land. | 

The great calamitie and ouerthrow which the Lacedemo- 
nians indured at LeuQria,whercin their chicfeſt ſtrength and 
powers were weakened and conſumed, was a manifelt puniſh. 
ment of their inordinate luſt committed vpon two virgines, 
whome after they had rauiſhed, in that verie place they cue in 
pieces and threw them into a pit: and when their father came 
rocomplainehim of the villany,chey madeſo light accountof 
his words, that in ſtead of redrelſehe found nothing bur re- 

roch and deriſion, ſo thatwith griefe he {lew himfclfe vpon 
bil daughters ſepulchre : but how gricuoully the Lord reuen- 
ged this injurie hiſtories doe ſutficiently celtific, and that Lew 
Etrian calamitiedoth beare witneſle. 

Brias a Grecian captaine beeing recciued into a citiſens 
houſe as a gueſt, forced his wife by violence to his Juſt : but 
when hee was a ſleepe,to rcuengeher wrong , ſhee put out 
both his eyes ; and afterward complayned to the ciciſensal- 
_ who deprived him of his office, and caſt him our of their 

zitie, | 
acrinus the Emperour puniſhed two ſouldiers that raw- 
ſhedtheir hoſteſle on this manner ; he ſhurthem vp in an ox6 
bowels with their heads our, and ſo partly with famiſhment, 
_ 4k with wormes and roctennetle, they conſumed to 
cath. 
| Roderieus King of theGothes in Spaine forced an Ewles 
daugherto his luſt;tor which cauſe her father brought againſt 
himan army of Saraſens and Moores,and not onely ſlew him 
with his ſonne, but alſo quite extinguiſhed the Gothicke 
kingdomein Spainezin this warre, and yponthisoccalion 
2 ol 0 ION” "Coven 
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ſeuen hundred thouſand men periſhed, as hiftorics record, 
and ſo a kingdome came to ruine by the peruerſe luft of one 


lecher, Anno 71 4. | 
Ac the ſacking and deſtruttion of Thebes by King Alex- 


arder a Thracian captaine which was in the Macedonian ar- p/u;. ;x v3;a 
mic tookea noble Matron priſoner, called Tymoclea, whome Alexand- 
no perſuaſion of promiſes hecould inticeto his luſt , $4641.4i6. 5. 


hee conſtrained by forceto yeeld vnto it : but thisnoblemin. ©'*: 


when by 


ded woman inuenteda moſt wittie and ſubtill ſhift both to 
rid her ſclfe our of his hands, and toreuenge his injuric : ſhee 


told him, that ſhe knew wherearich treaſure lay hid in a = | 


pit; whither when with greedinelle of the gold hee haſtened, 
and ſtanding vpon the brinke, pried and peeredinto the bot - 
come of it,ſhee thruſt him with both her ar von the hole, 
and tumbled ſtones after him,that he might neuer find means 
to comeforth : for which fat (hee was brought before Alex- 
der to haucjuſtice z who demanding her what ſhe was,ſhee 
anſwered,that Theagenes,who led the Thebane armie againſt 
the Macedonians, was her brother. Alexander percetuing the 
the marucllous conftancie of the woman, and knowing the 
cauſe of her accuſation to bee vnjuſt,manumitted and fer her 


free wich her whole family. 


When Cz, CManlius hauing conquered the Gallo. Greci- 1;z lib +3. 


ans, pitched his armie againſt the TeQoſages (people of Nar- 
bonia rowards the Pyrene mountaines) amonglt other priſo - 
ners,a very fafre woman, wife toOrgiagors Regulns,wasin the 
cuſtodie ofa Centurion,that was both luſttull and conetous :; 
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264 | money,by her counſel was murdered of her ſeruants : ſo ſhe 
eſcaping, carried to her husband both his money, and t 
at his feet rhe villaines head that had ſpoyled her of he 
NG chattitie, | 
Chronica Hut _jgdroas Kin g of Hungarie hauing vndertakenthe Volape 
CESS inco Sycaa for rhe recoueric of the holy land, togerhet with 
many other Kings aad Princes,committed thecharge of his 
kingdome and taimily ro one Bannebanim,a wiic and Faithful 
man, who difcharged his office as faithfully as hee tooke it 
willingly vpon him. Now the Queene had a brother called 
Gertruae,that c2me to vilit and Ton:tort his (iſter in her hug. 
bandabſence,and by chat meanes ſojourned with hera long 
cime,cuen ſo long,rill he fel deadly in loue with Bannebaniua 
Jadie,a faire ond vertuous worvan, and one that was thought 
worthie ro keepe companie with the Queene centinually: to 
whom when he had vnfolded his ſuit,and receiued ſuch ted. 
+ faſt repulſe,that he was without all hope of obtaining his de 
lire,he began todroupe and pine, vntill the Queenehis lifter 
perceiuing his diſcaſc, found this peruerſe remedie for the 
curethereof ; (kee would often giue him opportunitie of dil- 
courſe, by withdrawing her ſelfe from them being alone, and 
many times leauc them in ſecret and dangerous places,of pur- 
pole that hee might haue his will of her, but ſhe would neuer 
conſent vnto his luit;and therefore at laſt, when he ſaw nore« 
medic, heconſtrained her by force, & made her ſubje&to his 
willagainſt her will: which vile diſgracefn)l indignicy when 
ſhe had ſuffered, ſhe returned home ſad and melancholie, and 
when her husband would haueenibraced her, ſhee fled from 
him,asking himif he would imbrace a whore,and related vn- 
to him her whole abuſe, deſiring him either to rid her from 
ſhameby death, or to reuengeher wrong,and makeknowne 
vnto the world the injurie done vntoher. There needed no 
moreſpurs to pricke him forward for reuenge:; he poſteth to 
checourt,and vpraiding the Queene with her vngrateful and 
abhominabletreacherie,runneth her through ich his ( word 
& taking her harc in his hand, proclaimeth openly,chat it was 
one g | = 
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not a deed of incon[ideration, but of judgement, in recom - 
pence of thelolle of his wines chaſtitic: forthwith hee flyerh 
cowardsthe King his Lord, that now was at Conſtantinople, 
and declaring tohim his fa&t, and ſhewing to himhis ſword 
beſineared with his wiues bloud, ſubmitteth himiſelfe to his 
ſentence,cither of death in rigor,or pardon in compaſſion:buc 
the good King enquiring the truth of the cauſe, though gric- 
ued wich the death of his wife, yer acquithim ofthe crime, 
and held him in as much honourand eſteeme as euer hee did; 
condemning alſo his wite as worthie of that which ſhee had 
endured,for her ynwomanlike and traiterouspart, A notable 
example of Iuftice in him, and of puniſhment in her,chat for- 
getting the law of womanhood and modeſtie, made her ſelfe 
a baud vnto her brothers luſt : whoſe memorte as it ſhall bee 
odious andexecrable, ſo his juſtice deſerueth ro be engrauen 
in marble with charaQers of gold. 


Equal co this king in punithing a Rape, was Ochothe firſt; 4!hert.Cranry, 
for as he palled through Italie with an armie, a certaine wo- ** 3 


man caſt herſelfedowne at his feet for juſtice againſt a villain 
that had ſpoiled her of her chafticie ; who ceferring the exe- 
cution of the law till his recurne, becauſe his haſte was great, 
the woman asked,whoſhould then put him in mindethercof? 
he anſwered, This.church which thou ſeeſt ſhall bea witneile 


betwixt mecandrhee, that I will then revenge thy wrong.. 


Now when he had made an end of his warfart,in his rewurne 
25 he beheld the church, he called ro minde the woman, and 
cauſed her to be fercht ; whofalling downe before him, deſi- 
rednow pardon for him whom before ſhe had accuſed, fer- 
ing hee had nowtaken her to wife, and redeemed his injurie 
with ſufficient ſatisfaCtion:not ſo I ſweare(quoth Orho) your 
compaRing ſhall not infringe,or collude the ſacred law, bur 
he ſhaldic forhis former faſt, and fo he cauſed: him to be pur 
to death. A notable example for tlrem, thar after they haue 
committed filchinelle with a maid, thipkeirnolin,but com- 


j_ amends,if they takeher in mariage whom they abuſed. 


before in fornication. 
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Nothing inferior to theſe in puniſhing this ſinnegwas Gog: 
£.1g4 Duke of Ferrara, as by this hiſtoric following may ap. 
peare. In theyeare 1547 a citiſenof Comun was caſt into 
priſon vyponan accuſation of murder, whom to deliuer 
the judgement of death, his wife wrought all meanes poflible 
cherctore comming to the caprainethar held him priſoner, 
the ſed ro him forher husbands life; who vpon condition of 
her yeelding tohis luſt and payment of 200 Ducats, prony.. 
ſed ſatedeltuerance for him;the poore woman ſeeing {17 
thing could redeeme her husbands life, bur lotle and. ſhip. 
wracke of her owne honeſtie, told her husband : who wil 
her to yeeld to the captaines delire, and nor to pretermit ſo 
good an occalion;whereforeſhe conſented: bur atter the 
ſure paſt, the traiterous and wicked captaine puc her husband 
to death notwithſtanding:which injury when ſhe complained 
to Gonzaga Dukeof Ferrara, he cauſed the captaine firlt to re- 
ſtore backeher 200 ducats, withan addition of 500 crownes, 
and ſecondly to marry herto his wife;and laſtly, when he 
ped to enjoy her body,to be hanged for his crecheric.O nobk 
juſtice, and comparable to the worthieſt deeds of antiquite, 
and deleruing to beheld in perpetuall remembrance ! | 

As theſe before mentioned excelled in puniſhing this ſin, 

ſo this fellow following excelled in committing it, and inbe- 
ing puniſhed for it z his nameis Nowefs Cararizs, Lordot 
Pauie,a man of note and credit inthe World for his greatnes 
bur of infamy and diſcredit for his wickednelle. This manat- 
ter many cruel| murders and bloudie praQtiſes, which hee cx- 
erciſed in cuery place where he came, fell at laſt into this no- 
corious and abhominable crime; for lying at Vincentia, hee 
fel inloue with a yong maid of excellent beauty,but more ex- 
cellent honeſtic,an honeſt citiſens daughter, whome hee com- 
manded her parents to ſend vnto him, that heemight hauehns 
pleaſure of her: but whenthey regarding their credit, and ſhe 
her chaſtitie, more than che Tyrans commaund, refuſedto 
come, he tooke her violently out of their houſe, and conftrai- 
ned her bodie tohis luſt;and after,to adds cruelcy to rm 
| cnhopt 
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chopt her into ſmall pieces, and ſent them to her parents in a 
baskert for a Preſent : wherewich her poorefather aſtoniſhed; 
carried it to the Senat, whoſent it to Venice,deſiring them to 
conſider the fat, and torcucngethecrueltie. The Venctians 
vndertaking cheirdefence,made warre vponthe Tyran, and 
belieging hum in his ownecity,tooke him ar laſt priſoner,and 
hanged him with his two ſonnes, Francs and William. 
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5 
Diocles, ſon of Pi/5erate,Tyran of Arhens,for rauiſhing Laxquer: 


a maid was ſiaine by her brother; whoſe death when Hippias 
His brother vndercooke to reuenge, and cauſed the maidens 
brother co beracked, thathe might diſcouer the other conſpi> 
rators, henamed all che Tyrans triends (which by commaun- 
deinent beeing put to death) the Tyran asked,whether there 
were any more? None bur onely thy ſelfe(quoth he)whom I 
would wiſh next to bee hanged ; whereby it was perceiued 
how aboundamtly hee had reuenged his liſters chafticie : by 
whoſe notable ſtomacke all rhe Arhenians beeing purin re- 
membrance of their iberric, expelled their Tyran Arppias our 


of their citie: 


Mundu,a young Gentleman of Rome,rauihed the chaſt 17g. chrom. 


Matron Paxlina 10 this faſhion : when he percciued her reſo- 
lution not to yeeld vitohisluſt,he perſuaded the prieſts of 7/75 
to ſay,that they were warned by an Oracle, how that Anubom 
the god of Egypt,delired the company of the ſaid Pas/ina - 
to whom the chaſte Macron gaue light credence, both be- 
cauſeſhe chought the prieſts would nor hie,and alſo becauſe ic 
was accounted a great renowne to hauetodo with a god:and 
thus by this meanes was Pas/ina abuſed by und in the 
Temple of / f;s,vnder che name of Anubirs,Which thing be- 
ing atter diſcloſed by fundus humſelte,he was thus juſtly re- 
uenged;the pricſts were pur to death,the remplc beaten down 
to the ground the Imageof /ſis throwne1nto Tiber, and the 
young man baniſhed, 

A principall occa(ion of the Danes firſt arriuall heere in 
England (which after conquered che whole land, and exerci- 


id among the inhabitants moſt horrible cruclties& ourrages) 
yas 
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: 6 was a rapecommitted by one Osbright a deputy King ynde 
- s che king of che WelſtSaxons in the North pet. Thi: ; pe 

vpon a time journeying by the way, turned intothe h oof 
one of his Nobles called Brzer, who hauing a wife of 
beaurie (he beeing from home)the King after dinner(allured 
with her excellent beautie) tooke her to a ſecrer chq 
where he forcibly, contrarie to her will, rauiſhed her: where. 
upon ſhee being greatly diſmaicd and vexed, made her mone 
to her husband at his recurne, of this violence and jnjy. | 
riereceiued. The nobleman forthwith ſtudying reuen ; 
went to the King, and reſigned to his hands all Cuch Foics 
and poſle{ſions which he held of him,and then took ſhippy 
and (ailed into Denmarke, wherehe had great fri 
his bringing vp : there making his mone to Codrinw the 
king delved hisaid in reuenging of the greatvillanie of 0:. 
bright againſt him and his wife. Codrinus gladto entenaine 
any occaſion of quarrell againſt this land, preſencly leuied an 
armie,and preparing all things for the ſame,ſendeth fonhls. 
guar and Hubba,cwo brethren,witha mighty army of Danes 


into England;who firit arriving at Holdernetle, burne vpthe 
countrey, and killed without mercie both men, women, and 


children : then —— towards Yorke, encountered with 
el 


wicked Osbright him(elte,where he,with the moſt partofhis 
armie was flaine and diſcomfited: a juſt reward for his vills- 
nous adt;as alſo ong,chicte cauſe of the conqueſt of thewhole 
land by the Danes,” 

Languet, In theyearesf our Lord 955, Edwine ſucceeding his vac 
Eldred,was king of England: this man was ſoimpuden,;hat 
znthe very day of his coronation he ſaddenly withdrey him- 
ſelfe from his lords,and in ſight of certaine perſons rauiſhed 
his owne kinſwoman, the wife of a nobleman of his realme, * 
and afterward flew her husband, chat hee might haue vnlaw- 
full vſc of her beautie : for which a& hee became ſo odious to 
his ſubjetsand nobles, char they joyntly roſe againſt lum, | 
and depriued him of his Crowne, when he had reigned fowst 


yeares, 
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CH AP. XXIL 


Other examples of Gods Tudeements pon 
Adnlterers. & 


= Mongſt all ether things this is eſpeci- 
> \ ally to be noted, how God (tor a 
greater puniſhment of the diſordi- 
$ natcluſt of men) ſtrucke them with 
\ £8 a new (yctfilthic and ſtinking)kinde 

MS& of diſcaſecalled the French Pockes ; 
though indeed the Spaniards were 


, . 
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found lands, and ſowed theſceds thereof firſt in Spaine, and 


| SL 7 thefirſt that were infeted therewith, Paul. 10wius: 
by the heat which they caught among the women of the new Bembas. 


from thence ſprinkled Italy therewith, where the French men Guicciardine, 


cauphr it, when Charles the ezghth their King went againſt 
Naples. From whence the contagion ſpread it (elfe through- 
out diuers places of Europe. Barbarie was ſo ouergrowne 
with it , that in all their cities thetenth part eſcaped not vn- 
touched, nay almoſt not a family but was infefted, From 
thenceit ranneto Zpgyprt, Syria, and to che grammd Cairez 
and it may neere hand truly be ſaid, that there was not a cor- 
ner,of the habitable world , where this not onely newand 
ſtrange (for it wasneuer heard of inantient ages) but terrible 
and hideous -{courge of Gods wrath ſtretched not it ſelfe. 
They that were ſpotted with it , and had it rooted in their 
bodics,led alanguthing lite, ful of achesand torments,& car- 
ried in their viſages filchiemarks of vncleanie behauior, as v1- 
cers, boyles, and ſuch like, that greatly disfigured them. And 


herein we ſee the words of $.Paxl verified , Thatan Adulte- - coy, g, 18; 


rer (innethagainſt his owne bodice, Now for ſo much as the 
worlds ſo brutiſhly carried into this ſinne, as to none m 
| Bb the 
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the Lord therefore hath declared his anger againſt it in diners 
ſorts, ſo that diuers times he hath puniſhed it in the very a 
or not long after,by a ſtrangedeath. Ot which, Alcibiades. 
one of rhe great captaines of Athens, may ſtand foran exam- 
ple; who becing polluted wich many great and odious yi. 
ces, and much giuen to his pleaſures, and1ubje toall yn. 
cleannelle, ended his life in the middeſt thereof : for as hee 
was in companie of a Phrygian ſtrumpec (hauing flowne 
thither ro the King of Perſia for (hzlter) was norwithſtan. 
ding ſer vpon by certaine guards, which the King (induced 
by his enemies) {ent to ſtay him ; bur they though in num. 
bzr many , through the conceiued opinion of his notable 
valour, durſt not apprehend him at hand, bur ſet fireto the 
houſe, tanding themſelues in armes round about it, to re- 
ceiue him ifneed were : He ſecing che fire, leaped through 
the middeſt of it, and ſo long defended himfelte amongſt 
them all, cill trengrh fayled in himſelfe, and blowes encrea- 
ling vpon him, conſtrained him to giuevphislife amongft 
them, 

Plinie telleth of Cornelius Gallus and Q. Elerins, two 
_— knights, chat dyed in the verie ation of filths 
nelle. 

In the Iriſh hiſtorie wee finde recorded a notable judge 
ment of God vpon a notorious and cruell lecher,one Tu#geſ- 
»:5, a Norwegian, whohauing twice inuaded Ireland, reig- 
ned thereas King for the ſpace ef thirtie yeares. This Tyran 
not onely cried hauocke and ſpoyle ypon the whole Coun- 
trey, abuling his viorie veric inſolently, bur alſo ſpared not 
ro abuſe virgines and wortenar his pleaſure, ro the ſatisfying 
of his filechie luſt, Omalaghlilen King of Mech was in ſome 
truſt with the Tyran : bi onely daughter Targeſns cra* 


ued for his concubine z but hee hauing a readie wit, and 
watching his oppertunitic, ſeemed not onely notto deny his 
daughter , bur to offer him the choice of many other his 
neeces and couſins, endowed (as hee ſet them forth) wita 


ſuch 


Gods Indeements. 


fich ſingular beaurie,as they {+ ectmed rather Angels than mor- 
all creatures. The Tyran as it were rauiſhed, and doting in 
loue withthoſe pecrelctle peeces, could indure no delay, but 
mult necds polſelſe himtelfe of their bodies, and that verie 
ſpeedily ; ro which Omz/aghluen condeſcending, attyred his 
daughter in princelike apparel], and with her {xteenc proper 
young men, bcauritull and amiable to behold, in like array, 
and {o being {ent vnto the King, were preſented vnto him in 
his priuie ciamber.hauing noneabout him but aſew diflolute 
youthtuil perſons; whereupon thoſe diſguiſed young ſtrip- 
lings drew torch trom vnder their Jong womanth garments 

ehcir skenes, and valiantly beſtirring themſclues, fit ſtabbed 

their weapons points throughthe bodie of the Tyran, and 

then (erued all chaſe yourhes abour him with the like ſauce, 

they making (mall or no re{iſtance. And thus the abhomi- 

nablelecher,cogether with his rabble of filchie Pandars,recet- 
ceiued the due reward of their ougly falthinetle ; and by this 

meanesthe [riſh nation was freed trom the flauerie of a cruel! 

Tyran. 
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Theodebert, the eldeſt ſonne of Glotharius, dyed amidſt Mich Ri. 


his whores , to wheme hee was (though 1narried) too too 


N eap. 


much addifted. The like befel] one Bertrane Ferrier at ;;6, 1; beds. 


Barceloue in Spaine, according tothe report of Pontanm. , 


In like manner there was one Giacher Genene of Saluces, a r 


ulvof AS 


man that had both witc and children of his owne, of good cap.14+ 


yeares, welllearned, and of good eſteeme amongſt his ncgh- 
bour citiſens, char ſecretly haunted the companie of 2 young 
woman ; with whomebecing coupled one cucming 1n his 
{tudie, he ſuddenly dyed : his wife and cl1ldren ſeeing his 
long carriance, when time required to goe to bed, called 
him and knocked at his doore veric hard, but whenno an- 
{were was made, they broke open the doores that were loc- 
ked on the inner {ide,and found him (to their great griete and 


diſmay ) lying vpon the woman ſtarke dead , and her 
dead alſo, 
Bb jj {lawns 
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Claudius of Alles, Counſellor of the Parliament of Paris. 
(a man very cuillatfe&ed cowards the profeſſors of the Go. 

pell) commirred'villany with one of his waiting maids,inthe 
very middeſt whereofhe was taken with an Apoplexy, which 
immediately afcer made an end of him. 

Not long ſince, herein our owne Countrie, a Noblemang 
ſeruant of goodcredit andplace with his maſter, hauing f. 
miljaritie with another mans wifc, as hee was about to com. 
mit villanie with her in a chamber, he fell downe Rarke dead 
with his hoſe abour his heeles: which being heard (by reaſon 
of the noyſe his fall made) of thoſe which were in the lower 
room, they all ran vp haſtily,andealily perceiued both the vil. 
lanic which hee went abour, and the horrible judgement of - 
God vpon him for theſame. This happened in Northhamp. 
ronſhire, as it was teſtified by veric godly, honeſt, and ſufhci- 
ent witnelles, 

Another in Hertfordſhireabourt Bark may Hening on com- 
panie of a harlot in a Wood, was alſo ſurpriſed by the judge- 
ment of God, and ftrucke dead as it ſeemed in the verie con 
mittall of that falchie a : his name I conceale, as alſo of the 
former,that none might thinke themſclucs diſgraced thereby, 
bur all learne to feareche wrath of God , and tremble at his: 
judgements, 

Wee read alſo of a Chirurgeon, who diſdaining his ho- 
neſt wife, had abandoned himſdlfe to a {trumpet ; and going 
onatime to horſebacke, and asked by his wife whither hee 
went, he anſwered ſcornefully, T'o the Stewes, going indeed 
preſently ro his Adulterelle, After a while hee returneth to 
horſe, and offering comanagchisround, the horſe leaps and 
bounds extraordinarily, and caſts this wretched man out of 
the ſaddle, in ſuch ſort, as one of his feer hung in che bri- 
dlc. The horſe being hot, ran ſo furiouſly vpon theſtones,as 
hebeat our hisbraines, andneuer ſtayed yntill he came before 
theStues, where this miſcrable man remained dead vpon the 


lace. 
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The Spaniards in the Weſt Indics going to ſecke gold 2 3 
ncere vnto the gulte of Vruba, their captaine,called Horeda, Beng 
carried away the daughter of the Cacique or lord of the place Gomera. 
priſoner,andabuſed her as his concubine: the Cacique ſoon ans; ras 
afrer came tothe capraine, waking ſew that hee came to re 7257 
dceme hisdaughter, bur being cone into his preſence, hee re- 
proched him with injurious words,a:d (lot a poiſoned arrow 
ac him,wich an intent co Kill hinz ; but he wounded him one- 
ly in che chigh: whereupon the Spaniards ruſhing in ſudden- 
ly wich cheir {words drawne, flew the Cacique, his wife, and 
all his companie, Bur chis villanous captaine eſcaped not the 
arrow of Gods wrath : for he was driuen to retire our of that 
countrey into Hiſpaniola, where he died of his wound with- 
in tew daies after in extreame paines: all his companie being 
embarked to Spaine-ward, weredriuen backe by the winde, 
and after infinite toyles, ſome of them were (laine by the In- 
dians,and the reſt died miſerably of diuers diſeaſes: and this 
zwas the fruit of that Adulterie. 

Inthe yeare 1533, acertaine rel;zgious man inthe towne $:dmpſtes; 
of Clauenne in the Griſons countrey being enamoured with {5.10.547. 
a certaine beautifull maide, allayed by all meanes to corrupt of Suiſſe, 
her chaſtitie, and to allurcher to his will : but when by no- 
meanes hee could obtaine his deſire, he counterfeired certaine 
apparitions and reuelations,abuling the ſacred name of God, 
and of rhe Virgin ©ary,and fo ſeduced this poore maid to 
his luſt : buthis impoſture being diſcoucred,he was commit- 
ted to priſon, andnotwithſtanding his Order, was publikely 


beheaded,and his bodice burnt. 
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CHAP.XXILTL, 


N hewine that Ttues oneht not tobe ſaffered 
among Chriſtians, 


@Y this which hath beene ſpoken ir ap- 
peareth manifeſtly, how infamous a 
thing 1s itamong Chriſtians to pri. 
uiledge and allow publike places for 
adulteries,albeit it1sa commonthing 
in the greareſt cities of Europe;yea, 
| and 1n the veric bowels of Chriſten- 
rt CEN, zX dome, where no ſuch villanie ſhould 
be tolerated, There is nothing that can caſt any colour of ex- 
cuſe ypon it, ſeeing it is expretlely contrarie co Gods edif in 
many places: as firlt, Tho jha/t not commit Advltery:andin 
the 1 g of Leu.29.T hou ſhalt not pollute thy daugnter inprofte- 
t11ting her to be a whore, leſt the land be defiled with whoredom, 
ard filled with wickedneſſe: and in Deut.2 3.19. Let there be m 
whore of the daughters of Iſrael, neither a whore keeper of the 
ſonnes of Iſracl, This 1s the decree of God,and the rule which 
he had giuen vs to ſquare our affections by, and it admirteth 
no diſpenſation, Bur ſomedoe objeR, rhat thoſethings are 
tolerated to auoid greater miſchiefes ; as though the Lord 
were not well aduiſed when hee gane forth thoſe commande- 
ments, or that mortall men had more diſcretion than rheim- 
morcall God. This truely is nothing elſe bur to rejetanddil- 
annullchatwhichS, Pax requireth as a dutie of all Chrilti- 
ans;namely, That fornication and all vncleannetle ſhould not 
once be named amongſt vs,neither filchines,foolith ralking,or 
jelting,which arethings not comely;forſomuch as no whore- 
monger nor vacleane perſon can haue any inheritancein the 
kingdome of God, Plato the Philoſopher,though a Panim,& 
1gnorant of the knowledge of the true God,forbad exprellely 
inhis commonyealch Poets and Painters to repreſent or ferto 
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che view any vncleane and laſciuious counterfeit, whereby 375 
2008 manners might be any waies depraued. AriFotle fol- 1ib.y.cap.17. 
lowing his maſters ſteps,ordained in his Politiques, That all 
hichie communication ſhould bee batiiſhed out of his Citie. 
How farre were they then trom giuing leaueand libertie for 
filchie and ſtinking brothel-houles co bee exefted and main- 
c2ined 2? In this therefore the verie Heathen are a ſhame and 
reproch to thoſe that call chemlelues Chriſtians and Catho- 
liques. Belides, che goodly reaſon which they alledge for 
their vpholding of their Stues 1s ſo farre from the truth, chat 
the contraric 1s euer truer ; namely, that by their odious and 
diſhoneſt libertie more cull ariſeth ro the World than other- 
wiſe would,inſomuch as it ſettech open a wide dorete all dil- 
{olutenclle and whoredomes,and an occaſion of lecherie and 
\mcleannelle cuen co thoſe that otherwiſe would abſtayne 
from all ſuchfilthy ations. How many yong folke are there, 
as well men as women, that by this meanes gue themſclues 0+ 
ucr to looſenetle, and vndoe themſelues veterly ? How many 
inurders are,haug becne,and {ll will be committed thereby 2? 
Wharca diſorder, contulion, and ignoniinie of nature is 1c, . 
for a father to lye with her with whom his ſonne had beene 
bur a little before ? Or the ſon to come after the father ? and 
ſuch like : bur by the juſt judgement of God it commeth 
to palle, that chat which is thought to bee encloſed within 
the precin&s of certaine appointed places, ſpreadeth it felfe 
at large fo farre, that oftentimes whole ſtreers and cities are 
poyſoned; yea, cuen their houſes , who in regard of their 
place eicher1n the law or policie, ought to ſtop the treame 
of {uch vices: nay, wiuch is more maruell, they that with 
open mouth vaunt theinſelues to bee Gods Lieutenants on 
carth,Chriſts Vicars,and ſucceſſors tro his Apoſtles,are ſo fil- 
thie and abhominable,as to ſuffer publike bauds and whores 
to be vnder cheir noſes vncontrouled ; and which is more,to 
enrich their creaſures by their traffique. (oruelins eAgrippa 
iayth, That of all che he-bauds of his time, Pope Sextus was 
moſt infamous : for hee builded a moſt glorious and ſtately 
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Scucs(iFany ſtate or gloric can abidein fo bad a place)as welt 
for common Adultcric, as vnnaturall Sodomie,to be exerci. 
ſcd in, He vſed (as Heliogalebizs was wont todo)to maintaine 
heards of whores, with whom he participated his friends and 
ſeruants as they ſtood 1n need,and by Adulteries reared yere- 
ly great reuenues into his purſe. Ba/ezs ſairh, That atthis da 
euecic whore in Rome payes tribute to the Pope, a Tulle, 
which amounted chen to twenty thouſond ducats by the yere 
at leaſt; but now che number is ſo encreaſed,that it ariſcth to 
fortic thouſand. I thinke there isnone ignorant,how Pope 
Paul the third had by computation fue and fortie thouſand 
whoresand courtizans , that payed him a monethly tribute - 
for their whoredomes : and thus alfo this holy Father was a 
proteor and vpholder of the Stues, and deſerued by his 
villanous behauior (for he was one of the lewdeſt .Adulterers 
of that time) ro bearethe name of the maſter and eretor of 
theſe filthieplaces : and herein both heeand the reſt of that 
cruehaue ſhewed themſelues enemies to God, and true Anti- 
chriſtes indeed, and haue not anely imitated, but farre ſur- 
palled ſhameletle and wicked (align/a in all filchie and 
monſtrous dealings. Thou ſhalt nor (fayth Woſes) bring 
the hire of a whore into the houſe of the Lord chy God for 
any vow : by what title then can.theſe honeſt men exadt ſo 
great a rent from their whoriſh tenants, ſeeing it is by the 
law of God a thing ſo abhominable ? Truely it can no other- 
wiſe be bur a kinde of art of bauderie, as may bee gathered 
our of the law which is in F. de ritu nupr. L.palem.Quiha- 
bet wancipia, &'c, The meaning whereof is, Thathe which 
for gaine proſtituteth hus ſlaues to the luſt of men,and draw- 
ech thereby commoditieto himſelfe, is a baud : Hee is allo 
ſayned with infamic by the law eArhleras, thar parrakerh 
the gaineor wages of a whore, How much more then is that 
law of nftinian to bee commended, which commaundeth 
all whores to bee baniſhed our of the confines of Cities and 
Commonwealths ? It was alſo a worthie and memorablcact 
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of Saint Lew king of France, that pulled downe the Stues 4377 
ac Paris,and chaſed away,as neerc as hee could, all looſe and 
whoriſh women from his dominions. The antient Romanes cgry.7acic. 
permitted no women to become an open whore, befgre (hee 
had made a formall declaration of her intent before the X- 
diles ; thinking by this meanes to quench their hot luſt, be- 
cauſe they would be aſhamed to nake ſuch an open confelli- 
on. And by a decree of the Sanate it was enacted, That no 
woman comming of a gentle ſtocke ſhould bee ſuffered ro 
giuc her felfe ouer to thus trade, it being a ſtaine and blot to 
rue nobilitie, 


CH AP. XXIIII. 


Of Whoredomes committed wnder co- 
lour of Marriage. 


Eeing that oftentimes it falleth out , that 

| thoſe whichinſhew ſeeme moſt honeſt, > 

| thinke ja thing lawful to conuerſe toge- 

ther as man and wifeby ſome ſecret and 

priuatcontract, without making account 

1/ of the publike celebration of marriage as 
necellaric, but for ſome worldly reſpe&s, 

according as their fooliſh and diſordinat affe&ions miſper- 

ſuadeth them,todiſpence therewich:; It ſhall notbee imperti- 

nent as we goe, to giue warning how vnlawfull all ſuch con- 

uerſation is, and how 6ontrarie to good manners, and to the 

laudable cuſtomes of all ciuile and well goucrned people. 

For it is ſo farre fromdeſeruing the name of Mariage,that on 

the other ſide it can be nothing bur plaine whoredome and 

fornication;the which name and title Tertu/lian giuerh to all rib,de pu. 


lecret and priuy meetings which haue not bin allowed of,rc- 
OY ceiued, 
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cejued, and bleiled by the Church of God, Againe, beſides 
the cuill example which 1s exhibited, there isthis miſchieſe 
moreouer,that the children of ſuch a bed cannot bee eſteemed 
legitimate,yea God himſelfe accurſerh ſuch lawlelle familiari. 
tie,as the nulchictes that arile cherefrom doe declare, whereof 
this one example which wee alledge ſhall ſerue for ſufficient - 
proofe. 

In theraigneof Lewss theninth, king of France,and u/;us 
the ſecond, Popeof Rome, there wasa gentleman of Naples 
called Antonio Bologne,that had been gouernor of Frederiche 
of Arragons houſe, when he was king of Naples,and had the 
ſame office vnder theduchetle of Malki after ſhe was widow; 
with whom in protra& of timeheegrew to haue ſuch ſecrer 
and priuic acquaintance (albeir ſhee was a princelle andhee 
her ſeruant) that hee enjoycd her as his owne wife. Andthus 
they conuerſed ſecretly rogether vnder the colour of marriage 
accorded betwixt them, the ſpace of certaine yeares,vntill ſhe 
bore vnto himchree children: by which meanes their priuate 
dealings which they ſo much deſired ro ſmother and keepe 
cloſe, burſt out and bewrayed it ſelfe, The mattet being come 
to her brothers cares, they tooke it fo to the heart, that they 
could not reſt vntill they had reuenged the vile injurie and 
diſhonour which they pretended to haue beene done tothem 
and their whole houſe, equally by them both. Therfore when 
they had chaſed them firſt from Ancona, whither inhope of 
quictnelſe they had fled our of Naples, they draue then alſo 
out of Tuſcane: who ſeeing themſclues ſo hotly purſued on 
eueric (ide, reſolued to make towards Venice,thinking thee 
to finde ſome ſafetie ; Bur in the midway fice was ouertaken 


and wo backe to Naples, where in ſhort ſpace ſhe mile- 


rably ended her life; tor her brothers guard ftrangled her to 
death, together with her chambermaid, who had ſerued 
ftead of a baud to them ; 21d her poore infancs which ſhe ha 

by theſaid Bologne.But he by the goodnelle of his hore eſca* 


ping, tooke his flight ro Milan, where hee ſojourned _ 
y 


\y a long while, vntill at the inſtant purſuit of one of her bro- 
chers, the Cardinall of Arragon, hee was (laine in the open 
ſtreers, when he leatt miſtrulted any preſent danger, Andthis 
was a true Cardinall like exploit indeed, repreſenting that 
mildnefle,mercifulnetIc,and good nature whichis ſo required 
ofcuery Chriſtian , 1a craireroully mucdering a man {o ina. 
ny yeares afterthe fir{t rancour was conceiued, that might 
well in halfe that ſpace haue beendigeſted,in foſtering hatred 
ſo long inhis cruel] hearr,and waging ruftians and murderers 
ro commit ſo mon{trousan att: wherein albeit che Cardinals 
crueltie was moſt famous,as allo in putting rodeath the poore 
infants,yer Gods juſtice bare the ſway,that vied him as an in- 
ſtrumcnt to puniſh thoſe who vnder the vyaile of ſecret marri- 
age thought it lawtull for them ro commit any villanie, And 
chus God bulicth ſomerime the moſt wicked abour his will, 
and maketh the rage and furie of the diuell himſelte ſerue for 
meanes to bring to pallehis fcarcfull judgements, 


C H AP. XXV. 
Of vnlawfull Marriazes,and their iſſues. 


a Ow to redrefle all ſuch ecuils as haue 
& FJ before beene mentioned, and to a- 
T2 5 uoid all inconueniences in this caſe, 
VS. God of his bountifull mercie hath 
ordained marriage as a remedic to be 
applycd to all ſuch as haue not the 
gitr of continencie, leaſt they ſhould 
tall into fornication ; which not- 
withſtanding many ſhameletle cxea- 
eurcs that bluſh not attheir owne filthinetls, but rather rejoice 
therein, make no. account of, Such are they that making 
marriage one of the Sacraments of the Church, doe neuer- 
thelcile deſpiſe as a vile and prophane thing ; albcir os 
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the Apoſtle faith, That marriage is honorable among al men; 
and the bed vndefiled ; but whoremongers and Adulterers 
God will judge. Burt they haue it not in that eſtirnation,ſce. 
ing by auth oritie they are depriued of the vſe thereof,and not 
of Adulteric. That which ishoneſt and laudable is forbidden, 
and that which is linful and vnlawtul, allowed of, This((aich 
Sleiden)is the cuſtome of the German Biſhops, for money to 
ſuffer their Pricites to keepe harlots, not ex2Eting any other. 
puniſhment,ſauing their purſes,to priuiledge their knaueries, 
But theſeraines of 1ibertie were let morclooſe in certainevil. 
lages of the Cantons of Switzers, whereit was not only win. 
kedar, but alſo commaunded, That cuery new Prieſt ſhould 
haue his priuat whore for his owne tooth;that he might nor 
intermeddle with other mens. Neither was it withoutreaſon 
that John le Maire ſaid, how vnder the ſhew and colorof cha. 
Ricie, Prieſts whoredomes did ouertlow, being men abando- 
ned to all diflolute and riotous Jiuing. Now then it werefar 
better to marry thanto burne;yer 1n ſuch ſort to marie, that 
all giddinetle and inconſideration fet alide, euery one ſhould 
match himſclfe according to his degree and age, with great 
reſpect and good aduiſement had vnto them borh,to theend 
ro auoid thoſe miſchiefes and enormities which oftentimes 
happen, when cither by an ouer hardy,fooliſh, and raſh pre- 
ſumprion,a man would neſtle himſelfe in an higher neſt bo 
his eſtate and calling requireth,or by a ſenſual and fleſhly luſt 
paſſing the bounds of reaſon, gocth about to conſtraine and 
interrupt the law of nature. Thechicfeſt thing that is required 
in marriage, 15 the conſent of parties, as well of chemſclues 
that are to bejoyned together, as of cach of their parents; the 
contrary whereof is conſtraint,where either party is forced:as 
ic hapned to thoſe two hundred maids which the Beniamutes 
rooke by force and violenceto betheir wiues. | 
This wasa reproach to Rowulrs the firft King of Rome, 
when hee rauiſhed the Sabine virgins that came to ſee their 
ſports, which was cauſe of great war betwixt them. Moreoud 
beſides the mutuall joyne of loue which ought co be _—_— 
ary nt $I OO IDEN 5 man 
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man and wife, it is necefarie that they that marriedo marry in 381 
che Lord, to ſerue him in greater puritic, and with leſſediſtur- 
bance ; which cannot be 1t a Chriſtian narriean Infidell, for Y 
che great difficulties and hinderances that vſually ſpring from | 
ſuch a root, Therefore it was ſtraitly forbidden the people o 
of God to contra marriages with Idolaters ; yea and he ho- Fxod. $4.16. | 
ly Parriarchs before any ſuch law was giuen, had caretujly Dcur, 7. z. 
great regard (inthe marriages of their children) to this thing, 
as the example of Abrahamdoth ſufficiently declare. There- 
fore they that haue any manner of gouernment and authority ; 
ouer vnimarried folkes, whether they be fathers, mothers, kin{- bd 
men,or Tutors, ought to haue eſpeciall cateand regard there- ; 
of. Yea, Chriſtian Princes and Lords, or Rulers of common- 
wealths, ſhould not in this reſpect be ſoſupine and negligent 
in the pertormance of their offices, as once to permic and ſuf. 
fer this amongſt them which is fo dire&ly contraric to che 
Word of God ; but rather by eſperiall chargeforbid it, to the 
end that both their Lawes might be conformable, and in cuc- 
rie reſpect agreeable to the holy Ordinance of God ; and that 
the way might be ſtopped to thoſe nuſchiefes which were 
likely to ariſe from ſuch euill concluded marriages. For what 
reaſon 1s it thata young maid baptiſed and brought vp in the 
Church of Chriſt, ſhould be giuen in marriage co a worſhip- 
per of Images and Idols ; and ſent to ſuch a countrie where 
the worthip of God is not ſo much as oncethought vpon? Is 
not this to plucke a ſoule our of the houſe of God, and thruſt 
it into the houſe of the Diuell ? out of heauen, into hell ? chan 
which, what greater apoftaſie of falling from God can there: 
be? whereof all they are guiltic, that either make vp ſuch ma- 
riages; or giue their good will or conſent to them, or do not 
hinder the cauſe and procecdings of them, if any manner of 
' way they can, Now that this confuſion. and mixture of Rel1- 
pion m mariapes is vapleaſant and noyſome to God, it mani- 
cltly appcarerh by the ſixt chapter of Genes, where it is ſaid, 
that becauſethe ſonnes of God ( to wit thoſe whome Gdd 
had ſeperated for hynſelfe from the beginning of the world 
a = oY 
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co be his peculiar ones,) were ſocuill aduiſed, as to be allured 
with the beauties of che daughters of men, (ro wit, of thoſe 
which werenor choſen of God to be his people;and to marry 
wich chem,corrupting chemſclues by this contagious acquain. 
cance of prophane people,with whom they ſhould haue had 
nothing to do)that cherefore God was incenſed againſtthem, 
and reſolued limply to reuenge the wickednelle of each par- 
tie without reſpe&t. Belide, the monſtrous truics of thoſe 
phane carter doe ſufficiently declare their odiouſnellt in 
Gods ſight : tor from them aroſe gyancs of ſtrengthandſtz. 
eure, exceeding the proportion of men,who by their hupene 
did much wrong and violence inthe world,and gained fexre- 
full and terrible names tothemſelues: bur God(prouoked by 
their oppreſſiions) drowned their tyrannies in the floud, and 
made an endof the world for their ſakes. 

In the time of the Iudpes in Iſrac], the Iſraelites werecha- 
ſiſcd by the hand of God for this ſame fault;for they tooketo 
wiucs the daughters of the vncircumciſed,& gaue them their 
daughters alſo, In like ſort framed they themſclues by this 
meanes to their corrupt manners and ſupeſtitions, and tothe 
ſcruice of their Idolatrous gods : bur the Lord of heauen ny- 
ned downe anger vpon their heads, and made them ſubjeato 
2 ſtranger, the king of Meſopotamia, whom they ſerued the 
ſpace of eight yeares. 

Looke what hapned to king Solomon for giuing hisheart 
to {ſtrange women that were not of the houlhold of Gods peo- 
ple: he that before wasrepleniſhed with ſuch admirablewilc- 
dome,thathe was the wonder of the world,was in his old age 
depriued chereof,and beſotted with a kind of dulneſle of vn- 
derſtanding, and led aſide from the true knowledge of God 
to ſerue Jdols,and to bujld chem altars 2nd chappelsfor their 
worſhip ; and all this to pleaſe forſooth his wiues humours, 
Whoſe acquaintance was the chicfe cauſe of his miſcrieand 


Apoitalie. 
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T oaching inceſt uous Marriazes, 
© SN FAA as 1015 vnlawfull tocontrat marriages 


Fig” 7 9 wich parties of contrarie religion, ſo it is 
{ By as vnlawfull co marry thoſe that are neere 
vnto vs by any decree of kindred or afh- 
- nige,as It 1s inhibited not onely by the law 
SFa cf God,” bur alſo by ciuill and politique 
conſtitutions : where unto all nations haue 

ever by the ſole inſtin& of nature agreed and accorded,ex- 
cept the Egyptiansand Perlians,whoſeabhominations were 
ſo great, as to take their owne fiſters and mothers to bee their 
wiues. Cambyſes king of Media and Perlia,marricd his owne 
ſiſter, bur it was not long ere he put her todeath : a juſt proofe 
of an vnjuſt and accurſed marriage. Many others there were 
in protraRt of time, that 1n their inſatiable luſts ſhewed chem- 
ſelues no lelle vnſtaied and vabridled in thar lawlelle affe- 


&tions than hee: One of which was Antigone king of Tu- T9/cob.entig. 
dea, ſonne of Herodes, ſyrnamed Great, who bluſhed not to 5-17. 5ap.r 5. 


marric his ſiſter, the late wife ofhis deceaſed brother Alexan- 
d:r, by whom ſhee had borne two children: but for this and 
diuers other his good deeds, hee loſt not onely his goods 
(which were confiſcated) bur was himſelte alſo baniſhed out 
of his courtrey into a forreine place, from Iudea to Vienna,in 
France, | 


Herodalſothe Tetrarch was ſo impudent and ſhamelelle, The fame, 
that he tooke from hisbrother Philip his wife Herodras, and 0.1 8:6p.3- 


eſpouſed her vnto himſelfe : which (thamelefTeand inceſtu- 
ous decd [oh Baptiſt reprouing in him,cold him plainly how 
vnlawfull it was for himrto polſelle his brothers wife: bur the 
puniſhmeat thar befell him for this, and many other his ins, 
wee haueheard in the former booke,and need nothereto bee 


repeated. 
Anton- 
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eAnton. Caracalla tooke to wite his mother in law, ally: 
red thereunto by her faire enticements : whoſe wretched and 
miſerable end hath alreadie beene touched in the former 
booke. 

The Emperour Heraclixs , after the deceaſe of his fiſt 
wife, maried his owne neecethe daughter of his brother ; 
which turned mightily to his vndoing ; for belidesthat, thar 
vnder his raigne, and as it were by his occaſion , the Sara. 
cens entered the borders of Chriſtendome, and ſpoyled and 
deſtroyed hisdominions vnder his noſe, to his foule and yiter 
diſgrace , hee was ouer and aboue ſmitten corporally with 
ſo grieuous and irkeſomea diſcaſe of droplic, that hee dyed 
thereof. 

Thus many menrunneryot,by alſuming to themſcluestoo 
much l1rbercie, and breake the bounds of ctuile honeſtierequi- | 
red in all Contrats , and too audaciouſly ſet themſclues a- 
gainſt the commandement of God, which ought to bee of 
ſuchauthoricie with all men , that none ( bee they neuer (o 
great) ſhould dare to derogate one jor from them, vnlele 
they meant wholly to oppoſe themſclues as profeſt enemies 
to God himſclfe, and te turne all the good order of thingsin- 
to confulion. All which notwithſtanding, ſome of the Ro- 
muſh Popes hatle preſumed to encroch vpon Gods rightand 
to diſanull by their fooliſh decrees the lawes of the Almigh- 
tie: As eAlexanderthelixth did, who by his Bull approued 
the inceſtuous mariage of Ferdinand King of Napieswith his 
owne Aunt his father Alphor/3u ſiſter by the fathers (ide: 
which otherwiſe (faith Cardinall Bemb ) had been agai 
all law and equitie, and in no caſe to be tollcrated and borne 
withall. 

Henrie the ſcuenth, King of England, after the death of 
his eldeft ſonne eHrehur, cauſed (by the ( peciall diſpenſati- 
on of Pope /ulius ) his next ſonne named Hewrie, to take to 
wifc his brothers widow called Katherine,daughter to Fera- 
#ando king of Spain,for the deſire he had to hauethis Spaniſh 
afhniie continued :; who ſucceedivg his father in che _ 


afrer continuance of time, beg 
conſult whetherthis marriage with his brothers wife mighe 
be lawfull orno;z and found it by conference both of holy 
and prophane lawes vtterly vnlawtull whereupon hee ſenc 
certaine Biſhops tothe Queen to giue her to know, That the 
Popes dif} +" 2008 was alcogether vnjuſt, and of none ctfet 
'4® * ſuch an a&: to whome ſheeanſwered, That it 
was too late to call in queſtionthe Popes Bull which ſo long 
cimethey had allowed of. The cwo Cardinals that were 1n 
Commiſſionfrom the Pope to decide the controuerlie, and 
to award judgement vpon the matter, were once vpon pointe 
co conclude the decree which the king delired, had not the 
Pope impeached their determination inregard of the Em- 
perour Charles, nephew to the ſaid Queene, whome he was 
loathto diſpleaſe : wherefore the king ſeeing himſelfe fru- 
ſtrate of his purpoſe in this behalfe, = into divers Coun- 
tries ro know the judgement of all che learned Diuines con - 
ccrning the matter in controuerlie , who (eſpecially thoſe 
chat dwelt not farre off) ſeemed to allow and approoue the 
diuorce : Thereupon hee reſolued (reieting his old wife) 
ro take him toa new,and to marrie (as he did) Anne of Bul- 
laine one of the Queenes maids of honour,a woman of moſt 
rare and excellent beautie, Nov as touchinghis firſt nrarr1. 
age with his brothers wife, how vnftortunatit was in it owne 
nature,and how vnjuſtly diſpenſed withall by che Pope, wee 
ſhall anon ſee, by thaſc heauie, ſorrowtull, and troubleſome 
events and ifſues which unmediatly follo;yed in the necke 
chercof, 

And firſt and foremoſt of the euill fare of che Cardinall 
of Yorke, with whome the king beeing highly diſpleaſed 
tor that at his inſtance and requett, the Pope had oppoſed 
himſclfe to this marriage, required num (2:d nor vndeler- 
uedly) on tis manner : firtt he depoted him from the office 
of the Chancellorthip: ſecondly, depriuea 11m oftwo of his 
three bilhopricks wh;chhe held: and laſtly,ſcnt him packing 
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co his owne houſe, as one whomehe neuer purpoſed 

ſee ; yer afterward beeing adnertiſed of xl oria —_ 
threatning ſpeeches which he vſcd againſt him, he ſene again 
for him : bur he not daring co refuſe to come at his call, died 
in the way with meeregriefe and delpight. The Pope gaue 
his definitiue ſentence againſt this at, and fauored the cauſe 
of the diuorced Ladie : bur whar gained hee by it, ſaue onely 
that the king,oftended with him,reje&ed him & all histrum. 
peric,retaining his yearely tribute leuied our ofthis realme 

and conuerted 1t to another vſc:and this was the recompence 
of his goodly diſpenſation with an inceftuous marriage: 
whercinalthough, to ſpeake truely and properly,he loſt no- 
ching of his owne, yet it was a deepe checke and noſhallow 
lofſero himand his ſucceſſors, to be depriued of ſo goodly a 
reuenuc,and ſo great authoritie inthisrealme,as, he then was, 


CHAP, XXVII. 
Of Adulterie. 


Feing that mariageisſoholy an inſtitution 
and ordinance of God, as it hath heene 
ſhewed to be ; itfollowerh by good right 
J| that the cofruptionthereof, namely Adul- 
terie, whereby the bond of mariage is di(- 
ſolued, ſhould be forbidden : for the wo- 
man thatis polluted therewith, deſpiſerh 
her owne husband,yea andfor the moſt par hateth hign,and 
foiſteth in ſtrange ſeed(euenhisenemies brats)in ſtead of hus 
owne,not onely to be fachered, bugglo to be brought vp and 
maintained by him, and in time to be made inheritors of his 
polleſſions : which thing becing once knowne, muſt necds 
{tirre vp colesto ſet anger on fire, and ſet abroach much mil- 
chiefe: and albeit that che poore infants are innocent and 


puiltlelleof the crime, yer doth the puniſlynent and jgnom!- 
LICIGLIG OL WIE CLINE, YET GOL ULMNEL, ak 
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12x tizercor ggdound to them, beczuſethey cannot bereputed —=248- 
2s legirimate, burare euen marked with the blacke coale of 
baitardie whileſt they liuc :; ſo grieuous is the guilt of this 

(inne, and vneaſieto bee remooued, For this c.1iſe the very 
Heathen not oncly reproued adulterie euerniore, bur ally by 
auchoritie of laiy prohibited it, and allotted co death the of: 
tenders therein. Ps 

Abmelech king of the Philiftims,a man without circum Gen. 26. 

cifion, and therefore without the couenant, knowing t; rhe 

light of nature(tor he know not the lawof God ) low. lacred 

and inuiolable the knot of marriage oyght to be, expretlciy 
forbad all his people from doing any injurie to /ſaac in re- 
gard of his wife, and from touching her diſhoneſtly vpon 

paine of death.Qur of the ſame tountain ſprang the 6k of 
queene Hecwba in Enripidesſpeaking to Aenlays etouching 
Helen,when ſhe admoniſhed him to enaRthis law, T hat eue- 

rie woman whichſhould betray her husbands credit,and her 
ownechaſtitie to another man, ſhould die the death. 

In old timethe Xgyptians vſed to puniſh adultery onthis Djodor- 

ſort;the man witha thouſand jerkes with arecd, and the wo - 

man with cutting off her noſe ; but heethat forced a free wo- 
man to hus luſt, had his priuie members cut off. By the law of 
[ulia, adulterers were without difference adjudged todeath, 
ihſomuch that /xlirzs :Antonina,a man of great parentage and 
reputation among the Romans, whoſe fonne was nephew to > 
eAneuftw ſiter(as Cornelius Tacitusreporteth) wasfor this Lib,4. Aſha! 
crime executed to death, Axre/ranum the Emperour did ſo 

hate and detel$ this vice, that to the endto ſcare and terrific 

his ſouldicrsfrom the like offence, hee puniſhed a ſouldier 

which had committed aduflterie which his hoſteſſein moſt ſe- 

nere manner, euen by cauſing him to betyed by both his feet 

to two trees bent downe to the carth with force, which being 

let goe, retwning totheir courſe, rent him cruelly in pieces, 

the one halfe of his bodic hanging on the one tree, and the 

other on the other. Yea and atthis day amongſt che verie 
Turkes and Tartariaggs, this ſinne is ſharply puniſhed.Sothat 
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Leuit,20,10, 


Pent.223,22, 


Gen.y8: 


Num. 5. 


Rape,(2-C-19, 


we ought not wonder that the Lord ſhould ordgine death fo; 


che Adalterer. Ifa man (ſaith thelaw) lie withanotherman, 


wife,if (I ſay) hce commit adulcerie with his neighbors wif 
the adultererand the Adultereſſe (hall diethe death. Andin 
another place, If a man be found lying with a woman marr. 
ed to a man, they ſhalldie both ewaine zto wit, theman thae 
lay withthe wife,and the wite, thatthou mayeſt put aWaye. 
uil from Iſrael. Yea, and before Aoſesrtimealſo, it was au. 
ſome to burne the Adulterers with fire, as it appeareth by 
the ſentence of /uda (oneof the twelue Pacriank vpon 
Thamar his daughter inlaw,becauſc he ſuppoſed hertohave 
plaicd the whore. Beſide all this, tothe end this ſin might 
not bee ſhuffled vp andkept cloſe, there was a meanes given, 
whereby if a man did burſuſpe& his wife for this {1n,though 
ſhe could by no witnes or proofe be conuinced, her wicked. 
nelle notwithſtanding moſt ſtrangely and extraordinarily 
might bediſcouered, And it was this: The woman publike 
ly ather husbandsſuit called in queſtion before the Prieſt, 


who was to giue 1 Iran of her after divers ceremonies. 


and circumſtances pertormed, and bitter curſes pronounced 
by him, her belliewould burſt, and her thigh wouldrot;if 
ſhee were guiltie, and ſheſhould be a curſe amongft the peo- 
plefor her (inne; but if ſhe was free,no euill would comeyn» 
toher. Thus it pleaſed God to make knowne, that the falthi- 
neſle ef thoſe tharare polluted with this ſinne,ſhouldnot bee 
hid. This may more cleerely appeare by the example of the 
Leuices wife, of whome it is ſpoken-in the 19, 20, and '21 
Chapters of /*dges, who hauing forſaken her husband to 
play the whore, certaine. moneths after heehaS$sgaine tecei- 
ued her to be his wife, ſhee was giuenouer againſt her will to 
the villanous and monſtrous luſts of the moſt wicked and 
peruerſe Gibeonites , that ſo abuſed her for the ſpace of a 
whole night together, that in the morning ſhec was found 
dead vpon the threſhold: which thing turnedto a great de- 
truction and ouerthrow in Iſrael ; for the Leuicc, when hee 


aroſe,and found his wifc newly deadat the dore of his lod- 


g10g>, 


| 


; 
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ging, he cut and diſmembred her bodie into twelue pieces, 
and (ent them into all the countries of Iſrael}, to cuerie tribe 
one, to giuethem to vnderſtand,how vile and monſtrous an 
;njuric was done vnto him : whereupon the whole nation aſ- 
ſembling and conſulting together, when they ſaw how the 
Benjamites (in whoſe tribe this monſtrous villanie was come- 
mitted) make noreckoning of ſeeing puniſhment executed 
ypon thoſe execrable wrerches , they cooke armes againſt 
chem, and made warre von them ; wherein though at the 
firſt conflict they loſt rothe number of fortie thouſand men, 
yet afterward they diſcomfited and oucrthrew the Benia- 
mices,and flew of chem 25000, raſing and burning downe 


the ciry Gibea (wherethe ſinne was committed) wich all che 


reſt of checines of that tribe, inſuch ſort that chere remained 
aliuc but {ix hundred perſons, thar ſaued their lives by flying 
into the deſart,and there hid themſclues foure moneths, vn- 
cill ſuch time asthe Iſraclices raking pittie of them, leſt they 
ſhould vtterly be broughc to nought,gauerhem towife(to the 
end to repeople them againe) foure hundred virgivs of the 
inhabirants of Iabes Gilead, reſerued our of that ſlaughter of 
thoſe people,wherein man,woman,and child, were pur to the 
ſword, for not eomming forth to take pare with their bre- 
thren in thavlate warre, And foraſmuchas yet thereremained 
ewo hundred of cher ynprouided for, che Antients of Iſra- 
cl gaue them libertie to rakeby force two hundred of the 
daughters of their people: which could nor be bur great in- 
juric and yexation vnro their parents, to beechus robbed of 
their daughcers;& to ſee them mariedat all aduencures, with» 
out their conſenr'or liking. Theſe were the rmiſchiefes which 
iſlued and ſprang from that vile and abhominable adulcerie 
of the wicked Gibeonites with the Leuices wife, whole farſt 


voluntarie ſinne was in like manner alſo moſt juſtly puniſhed one Gre pus 


3389 


by chis ſecond rape : and this is no new practiſe of our moſt r:\h1. 4 with 
juſt God, to puniſh oneſinne by anocher,and ſinners in the 289ther+ 


ſame kinde wherein they haue offended. 
Ge 1j , When 
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3:5am.In. 


2.5alB.13. 


3.S4aM.13. 
2-$am-7 5. 


The Thedtve of 


When king David, after he had onercome the moſt pin 
of his enemies,and made themrriburarics vntohim,and Injoy- 
ed ſomereſtin bis kingdom, whuleſt his men of war purſuing 
their viRorie,deſtroyed che Ammonites, and were 1n beſie. 
ging Rabba their chiefe cirie, hee was ſo enflamed with the 
beautic of B atbſhabe, Vriahs wike, that he cauſed her to bee 
conueyed to him toliewith her: to which ſin hee combined 
another more grieuous z to wit, when he ſaw her with childe 
by him (rathe end to couer hisadulterie) hee cauſed herhuf. 
band co be (laineat the ſiege,by putting him in the yantgud 
of the bartell at the affault ; and rhenthinking himſelfecock, 
ſure, married Barhſbabe.Bur all this while, as it was but vaine 
allurements, no ſolid jey that fed his mind,and his fleepe was 
bur of lin, not of ſafery, wherein he ſlumbred:ſothe Lordam- 
kened him right ſoone by afflitions and croſſes, to makehim 
feele the burden of the ſinne which hee had commurted:fuft 
therefore che child(the fruit of this adultery)was ſtriken with 
ſickneſſe and died: next his daughter Thamar, Abſolomsli- 
ſer, was rauithed by Aron one of his own ſonnes : thirdy 
Ammonfor his inceſt was {lain by A5ſolom: & fourthly 4b- 
ſolom (ambitioully aſpiring afcer the kingdome, and coalpi- 
ring againſt him) rayſed war vpen him,and defiled his on- 
py ned ng wotull eG. an —_ b 
(being grieuous croſſes to king Dawid) wereintiit 
ruſt han of God, Cad corre him for his good, 
not to him in his wickedneſſe:neicher did it. want the 
effe&in him, for be was ſo far from Gwelling: and hardeni 
kimfelfe in his finne, that contratiwiſe heecaſt downe | 
humbled himſclfc,and craucd pardon and forgiucnelleat the 
hand of God with all his heart,and true repentance: nor like 
co ſuchas grow obſtinat in their ſinnes and wickednelle,and 
make chemſclues b:lecue all things are lawfull for them, al- 
chough they be neucr ſo vile and diſhoneſt. This therefore 
chat wee haue ſpoken concerning Dasid,isnor to place him 
2mong the number of lewd and wicked liuers, but to ſhew vy 

$. 
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is Chaſtiſements "ann. Firm after Gods owne heart) how 391 | 


odious and diſpleaſant thisfinne of Adulterieis to the Lord, 
and what puniſhmene all othersareto expet thar wallow 
nach loucd and 


cherein,ſince he ſpared rot him whom heſo 
fauoured, 


CH AP. XXVIII. 


Other examples Like unto the former. 


©<LARE He hiſtorie of the rauiſhment of He- 
| * _ lene, regiſtred by ſo many worthy 
VA andexcellent Authors,and the grear 

7. euls char purſued theſame,is notto Heroden lib.2g 
, bee countedaltogetheran idle fable, 
$ or an inuention of pleaſure, ſeeing Thucyd. 
chat it is ſure, that vpon that occaſt- 
on great and hupe warre aroſe be- 

| eweene the Grzcians andthe Tro- 

janes ; during the which che whole countrey was hauocked, 
many cities and townes deftroyed, much bloud ſhed, and 
thouſands of men diſcomficed ; among whom the rauiſher 
and adulterer himſelfe (to wit Pars, the chicfe mooucr of 
11! choſe miſerable cragedies) eſcaped not the edge of the 
ſword ; no northat famouscitic Troy (which entertained 
and maintained the adulterers withinher walls) wenevnpu- 
niſhed, but ar laft was rakenand ed by fireand ſword. 
In which ſacking, old and gray headed king Priem, wichall 
cheremnare of his halfeſlaine ſonnes, were together murde- 
red, his wife and daughters were taken priſoners, and expo- 
ſcdtothe mercie of hier enemies: his whole kingdome was 
entirely (poyled, and his houſe quite defaced, and welni 
all che Trojane Nobility extinguiſhed: and as couching the 
whore, Helene her ſelfe (whole diſloyaltie gaue conſent to 
che wicked enterpriſeof forlaking her husbands houſe, and 


tollowing a ranger) ſhe was not exempt frogy puniſhment: 
; Cc ij for 
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292 forasſome writers affirme,ſhe was flaine at the facke: bur ac. 
ane. Valſ. >: cording to others,ſhe was at that ric ſpared,and entertained 
on Ott $ epift. againe y HMenalaus her husband;bur after his death, (he Was 
of Hermic.12 tO baniſhed in her old age, and conftrained for her laſt refuge 
m_ (bcing both deſticuce of reliefe and ſuccour, and forſaken of 
kinsfolks and friends)ro flie tro Rhodes,where at length(con- 
trarie toher hope) ſhe was put to a ſhamefull death,eucn han. 
ing on atree,which ſhe long time before deſerued. 
Tit.Lining, The injury and diſhonor done to Lucrece,the wife of Col. 
Latinucby Sextus Tarquinius,ſonne to Swperbue the laſt king 
etncile in the 


RapeJi.2.6.i9, of Rome,was cauſe of much trouble and diſqui 
citicand elſewhere ; for firſt ſhe (not able roeng 
iqjuric and indignitie which was done vnto her, pulted for- 
ward with anger anddeſpice) ſlew her ſelfe in the | wg" 
her husband and kinsfolke, notwithſtanding all cheir deſires 

to cleere her from all blame ; withwhoſe 


and will! > WI 
deaththe s wereſoftirrcd and cage nar. 2m ro 
2 the ſonne, and Tarqninine the father, that they rebelled. 


forthwich,and when he ſhould enterthe city (hut the gates a-. 
gainſt him, neither would recciue or acknowledge him ener. 
after for their king, Whercuponenſued warreabroad,and al- 
ecration of the ſtate at home for after that time Rome endu- 
red no more king to beare rule ouer them, but in their roome + 
created two Conſtls tobetheir gouernors;which kind of go-. 
uernment continued to /ulirs Ceſars time. Thus was Terqui- 
is the father ſhamefully ſed from his crowne, for the 
adulcery,orrather,rape ofhis fonne ; and 7 argquinins the ſon - 
faine by theSabians, for the robberies and murders which 
by his fathers aduice he committed againſt them;and hehim: . 
ſelte noclong after inthe war which by the Tuſcane ſuccours | 
Plutarche Hheerenued apainſt Rome torecouer his loft eſtate, was diſ- 
comfited with chem, and flainein the middeft of therout, 
Ualentinianus timethe firſt of that name. 


In the Emperor 


many women of great account and parentage, were for com- 
mitting adulterie puc todeath,asteſtifiech Ammianue Aar- 
cellipmes 


When | 


: Gods Tndpements. Of Adulteric: 


When Europe, afcerthe horrible waſting and greatruines 993 
which it ſuffered by the furious inuaſion of eArrila, began Lib.z5, © 
cotakea liccle breach and finde ſomeeaſe, behold a new trou: 
ble, more hurtfull arid pernitious than theformer, came vp- 
on it, 'by meancs of rhe filthie lecherie and luſt of the Empe- 
zour Yaleminiazns, the third of that name, who by reaſon of Procep» 
his cuill bringing vp, and gouernement vnder his mother 
Placidza, beeing too much ſ{ubje& to hisowne voluptuouſ- 
nelſe, and tyed to his owne deſires, diſhonoured the wife of 
Petronius HMaximm, a Senatour of Rome, by forcing her to 
his pleaſure ; an a&t indeed that coft him his life, and many 
more bclide, andthat drew afrerie the finall deftruion of 
the Romane Empire, and the horrible beſacking and deſqla-- 
tion of the Citie of Rome : For the Emperour being thus ta- 
ken and ſer on fire withthe loue of this woman, through che - 
excellent beautie wherewith ſhee was endued, endeauorcd: 
firſtro entice her to his luſt by faire allurements ; and ſeeing 
chat che bulwarke of her vertuous chaſtitie would not by 
this meanes bee ſhaken , but chat all his purſurewas ſtill in 
vaine, he tryed a new courſe, andattempted toget her by de- 
ceit and policie;z which to bring about , one day ſetting - 
himſelfe to play with her husband Xfaximmhe won of him 
ts ring, which hee no ſoonerhad, bur ſecretly hee ſent it to - 
his wife 1n her husbands name, with this commaundement, . 

That by that token ſhee ſhould come preſently tothe Court, 

to doe her dutie to the Emprefſe Endexia : ſhee, ſeeing her - 

husbands ring, doubted nothing but came forthwith,as ſhee 

was commaunded ; where, whileſt ſhee was entertayned by 

certaine ſuborned women, whome the Emperour had ſer on, 

heehimſelfe commerh in place, and diſcloſerh vnto her his- 

whole loue , which he ſaid hee could no longer repreſle, - 

bur muſt needs ſarisfie, if not by faire meanes; at leaft by 

force and compullion, and ſo he conſtrained her co his luſt, ,  _ 

Her husband aduertiſed hereof, intended to reuengethis in- 1i6.5 jap.ng:.. 

jurie ypon the Emperour with his owne hand:. but _ - : 
c > 
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conld not execute his purpoſe whileſt eAtijus, the Captaine 
Generall of Valentinianus armue liued (a man greatly reue- 
reaced and fearcd for his mightic and famousexploits, at- 
chicued in the warres againſt che Burgundians, Gothes, and 
Attila) be found meanesby ſuggeſting a falſe accuſarion of 
creaſon againſt him (which made him co be hated and ſuf. 
petted of the Emperour:) to worke his death . Aﬀer thac 
Attins was thus traiteroully and vnworthily (laine,thepricte 
of infinice numbers of peopleforhim, in regard of his 

vertues and good ſeruice which heehad done tothe b 
monwealth,gaue Maxim: fit occalionto praftile the Em. 
perours deſtruftion, and that by this meanes : Heſert ontwo 
of Ains molt faithfull followers, partly by laying before 
chem che ynworthie death of their maſter,and partly by 
ſcntsandrewards,to kill che Emperour ;which they pertor- 
med as he was ſitting on hisſcat of judgement in the 1ght of 
che whole nulticude; among whom there was not one 
chat would oppoſe himſelfeto Maxim in his defence, ſaue 
one of his Eunuchs, who Repping berwixt to ſaue his life, 
loſt his owne: and the amazement of the whole Citie with 
chis ſudden accident was ſo great, that Maximus haui 
revenged himfclte thus vpon the Empereur, without 
ado not onely (ciſed ypon the empire,bur alſo vpon the Em- 
pretle £adoxra, and that againſt her will, co be his wife ( for 
his ownedied but a little bore: ) Now the Empreile, noc 
able tocndure ſo vile an indignitic (being aboue meaſure 
paſlionat with griefe and deſire of rcucnge)conſpired his de- 
frutiononcthis manner : She ſene hes Africa to {0+ 
licice and requeſt moſt inſtantly Gerſericus King of the Van- 
dales, by prayers mingled with preſents, tocome to deliuer 
her and the Cicie of Rome from the crue)i ryrannic of 
AMaximms, and to revengethe chrice vnjuſt murder of her 
husband UValentinian; adding moreouer, thar he was bound 
rodge no lefle, in conlideration of the league of tricad(hip 


which by oach was confirmed berwixt chem. Genſerions well 
: OY. pleaſed 


Þ Godt Tudetments. 


pleaſed with theſe newes,layd hold vpon the offred occalion, 
which long time hee had more wiſhed than hoped for, and 
forthwith (being alreadie rickted with hope of a great and 
neſtimable boorie) rigged hisſhips and made he. > his ar- 
mie by ſea, lanching forth with three hundred thouſand men, 
Vandales and Moores,and withthis huge fleet made ſtrajghr 
for Rome. Maximus mean while miſtruſting no ſuch maccer, 
eſpecially from thoſe parts, wasſore qty 15 at the ſudden 
bruce of their comming ; and not yet vnderſtanding the full 
effe of the maccer, perceiuing the whole citie to bee in diſ- 
may,andthat not onely che ——— bur alſo the no- 
bilitic had for feare forſaken their houſes, & fled to themoun- 
cains or forreſts for ſafery : he I ſay deſtitute of ſuccour,tooke 
himſelfealſo to his heels,as his ſureſt refuge; bur all could not 
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ſcrue torid himfromthejuſt vengeance of God prepared for Manaat.s. 
kim,for the murders which he had bin cauſe of : for certaine {9-2 -54p. 5 


Scnatours of Rome, his priuate and ſecret foes, finding him a+ 
lone in the way of his flight,andremembring their old quar= 
rels,felvpon him ſuddenly and felled him down-with ſtones, 
and after mangled. him in. pieces, and threw his bodice into 
Tiber. Three days after arriued Genſericws with-all his for- 
ces,andentering Rome,found ic naked of all defence,and left 
to his owne will and diſcretion : where (albcit hee profetled 
timſclfe ro be a Chriftian) yet hee ſhewed more pride and 
cruclcic, and |e{le pirtie than either eNtrila or Allaricrm,two 
heathen Kings: For hauing giuen his ſouldiers che pillage 
ofthe Citie, they not onely ſpoyled-all priuace houſes, but al- 
ſoithe Temples and: Monafteries in-moſt crucll and riotous 
manner. 'All the beſt and beaurifulleſtthings of the citychey 
tooke awayzand carried a huge mulirnde of people priſoners 
to Aﬀrica,,. amongſt the which was Exdoxia Empreile 
(with her two daughters Exdocia'and Phicida) who was 
the cauſe of allicis-calamirie ; but her trecherie ſauvednot her 


felte: nor them from-chraldome. And thus was Rome Frog STAY os 


ked. and deſtroyed. more chan.euerit was before ; infomuch, {ib.2.c4p.3» 


that. 
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that the Roman Einpire could neuer after recover it ſelfe, byit 
decayed eueric day, and grew worſe and worſe, Theſe were 
thecalamuties which the adulteric of Yalentiniay brought vp- 
on himſclfc ani many others, to his owne deſtruftion, and 
the verer ruine vt the , hole Empire. 

Childericke King of France,ſonne to CMeryoner,for laying 
ſiegeto the cl.aftitieof many great ladies of his realme , the 
Princes and Barons conſpired againſt him,and droue him to 
flycfor his lite. 2 

Eleoyorthe wife to king Lews of France (hethat firſt cut 
through the ſea furrowes cowards Jeruſalem , againſt the 
Turkes and Saraſens) would needs couragiouſly tollow her 
husband in that long and dangerous voyage : but how 2 
Marrie, whileſt hee trauailed night and day in perill of his 
life, ſhe lay at Antioch bathing her ſelfe in all delights, and 
and that more licentiouſly than the reputation or dutie of a 
maried woman required : wherefore beeing had m ſuſpition, 
and cuill reported of for her lewd behawour, it was thought 
meet that ſhee ſhould bediuorced from the king vnder pre- 
tence of conſanguinitie, to the end ſheſhould not alrogether 
bedefamed. Pro 

The fairedaughters of Philip the gure King of Franceel, 
caped not at ſo good a rate: for the King as ſoone as he ſmelt 
out the hauncot cheir vnchaſtitic, cauſed them to þe appre« 
hended and impriſoned preſently : howbcit one. of them 
(namely, the Counceſle of Poi&tiers) her innocencie being 
knowne, was ſet athbertic, and the other two (to wit, the 
Queene of Nauarre,and the wife of lohn de le Harch)being 
found guiltie by proofe, were adjudged to 1] impri- 
ſonment : and the Adulterers (two brethren of the.countrey 
of Anjou)-with whome theſc ladies had often lyen, were fitſt 
cruelly flaine and aftex hanged. LE ET333 Lande Vs. 397 12 

Charles, ſonne of the aforeſaid Philip thefaire, had to wite 
the daughter of the Earle of Artois, that alſo offended in the 
like caſe,and in recompence xeceiued this diſhonor and igno- 

Dr OTE muue 


ed to another before her face. 


In thereigne of Charles the ſixth there befel a notableand FroiſeVol 35 
memorable accident, which was this : one Jaques le Gris, ©P:45: 
of the Countrey of Alanſon beeing enamoured with a La- 
die no lele faire than honorable; the wife of the Lord of Ca- 
rouge, came vpon aday when hee knew her husband to be 


from home, to her houſe ; and fayning as if he had ſome ſe- Rape, 
Ub 2-£4þ-I 9, 


cret meſſage to vntold vnto her on her husbands behalfe(for 
their famiharicic was ſo great)entred wich her all alone into a 
moſt ſecrer chamber, where as ſoone as he had gotten her, 
hee locked the doore, andthrowing himſelfe vpon her, for- 
ced her vnto his luſt, and afterward faued himſelfe by ſpee- 
dieflight, Her husband athis returne vnderſtanding thein- 
jurie and wrong which was donehim by this vile miſcreanc; 
ſoughr firſt to reuenge himſelfe by juſtice, and therefore 
put his cauſe to be heard by the Parliament of Paris ; where 
beeing debated, it could not well bee decided, becauſe hee 
wanted witnelles ro comuince the crime, except his owne 
wiues words, which could not bee accepted: ſo that the 
Courc,to the end thatthere might ſome end be made of their 
quarrel! , ordayned a combate betwixt them ; which was 
forthwith performed : for the two duellifts entering the lifts, 
fell preſently to ſtrokes , and that ſo eagerly,thatin ſhorc 
ſpacethe quarrell was decided : the Lord of Carouge, hus- 
band of the wronged Ladie, remained conquerour, afterhee 
had ſlainehis enemie that had wronged him fo wickedly and 
diſloyally : the vanquiſhed was forthwith deliuercd tothe 
hangman of Paris, who dragged him to mount Falcon, and 
there hanged him, Now albeit this forme and cuſtome of 
deciding controuerſies hath no ground nor warrant ci- 
ther from humane or divine Law ( God hauing ordained 
onely an Oath ro end doubts, where proofes and wit-. 
nelles fayle ) yet doubtleſſe the Lord vſed this as aninftru- 
ment to bring the treacherous and cruell Adulterer to the 


des - 
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minictobe diuorced,and put in priſon, and to ſcehim marri- 
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Tom.2. lib. ;$, 
Sled lib.1 Os 


deſerned puniſhment «and {hame , which by deniall het 
thought to elcape. 

A certaine gene chall of Normandieperceiumng thevici- 
ous and ſuſpitious behaujour of his wite with the Steward of 
his houſe, watched them ſo narrowly, thatheerooke them in 
bed together ; hee flew the Adulcerer farſt,and after his wife ; 
for not allher pitcifull cryings for mercie,wich innumerable 
reares forthis one fault,and holding vp in her armes the chy- 
dren which ſhe had borne vnto him,nonor her houſe and pa. 
rentage, beeing liſterto Lewes the eleuenth then King, could 
not withold him from killing her with her companion; 
Howbeit, King Lew neuermadeſhey of anger, or offence 
forher death. 

Meſſelina,che wife of Claudius the Emperor,wasa woman 
of ſo notable incontinencie,that ſhe would contend with the 
common harlots in filthy pleaſure:atlaſtſhe fell in love with 
a faire young Gentleman called $:[;z4,and to obtaine more 
conn her deſire, ſhee cauſed his wife Srllaxato bee di- 
uorced; and notwithſtanding ſhee was wife to the Emperour 
then liuing,yer ſhe openly married him ; for which cauſe, af- 
ter great complaint made to the Emperor by the Nobles,ſhee 
was worthily put to death, 

Abnſahed king of Fez was with ſix of his children murde: 
red at once by his Seccatariefor his wiues ſake whom hee had 
abuſed. And it is not long lithencethe two cities Dalmendine 
and Delmedine were taker: from the king of Fez,andbroughr 
vnder the Portugals dominion, onely for the rauiſhment of 2 
woman,whom the Gouernour violently tooke from her hus- 
band co abyſe,and was ſlain for his labour, 
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Other examples like unto the former. 
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third, was ſo vnchaſt andIlaſciujous 
D a woman, and withall barren ( for 
hy” they commonly goe together) that 
''S. \ 1i ÞZ4 ſhee could neuer fatisfic her vnſatia- 
PTR KS blc luſt : ſhe carriedabout with her 

Js Q z '\ contumally a young lecher in wo- 
cf OY RY = mans cloathes to attend ypon her 
perſon, with whome ſhcedaily com» 
migted falthinefle : who becing (uſpetted, was in the preſence 
of many, vntyred,and found to be a men; for which villanic 
hee was /burnt to death. Howbeit the Empretle,though par- 
doned for her fault, recurned to her old vomit,and continu- 
ed her wanton trafhque with more than cither dclired or lo- 
ued her companie : at laſt ſhefell in loue with the Countic 
of Mutina, a gallant man in perſonage , and coo honeſt to 
dee allured with her ſtale, though hee was often ſolicited by 
her : whereforelikea tygre ſhee accuſed him co che Empe- 
rour ( for extreame loue conuerts to extreame natred, if 1t 
be crolled ) of offering to rauiſh her againſt her will; tor 
which cauſe the Emperour Otho cauſed him to loſe his 
head : but his wife bceing priuic to che innocencie of her 
husband , trauerſed his cauſe, and required juttice , that 
though his life was loſt, yer his reputation might bee pre- 
ſerued:and to proouc his innocence, (hee nuractfloully han- 
dled yron red with heat without anie hurt ; which when 
the Emperour ſaw , ſcarching out the cauſe verie narrowly 
hee fouud ont his wines villanie, and for her paines cauſed 


her to bee burned at a Rake : but on the Earles wite hee be- 
7 towed 


we Arie of Arragon, wife to Othothe re wa 6 
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ſtowed great rewards,cuen foure caitlesinrecompence of her 
husband, though no reward could counterwaile that ſopreat 
a lollc, 

Rodoaldrs the eighth King of Lumbardie becing taken in 
Adulterie cuen in the fat , by the husband of the Adul. 
cerelle , was (laine without delay. eAnno 659.1 like ſort, 
lohn Malateſta flew his wite and the Adulterer toge- 
ther, when hee rooke chem amidſt cheir embracements. 
So did once Lodowicke, ſteward of Normandie, kill his wife 
{arlotra and her louer John Lauernm, azthey were in bed 
rogerher. | 

Hediez in his Chronicle telleth of a Door of the Law 
that loued his Proftors wite, wich whome as he acquainted 
himſelfe ouer familiarly and vnhoneſtly, both at her owne 
houſe, when her husband was abſcnt,and at a bach in an old 
womens houſe hard by, the Profor watched their haunt ſo 
neere,that he caught them naked together inthe bath,and ſo 
curricd the lecherous Door witha curry-combe,that he(cra- 
ped our his eyes,and cur off hispriuie members; ſo that with. 
11 three dayes after hee dycd :[1is wife he ſpared, becauſeſhe 
was with childe, otherwiſe ſhe ſhould haue taſted the ſame 
ſauce. 

Another ſtorie like vnto this hetelleth of a Popith Prieſt, 
that neuer left to lay liegetoche chaſtity of an honelt Matron, 
cill ſhee condiſcending to his deſire, brought him into the 
ſnare, and.cauſed her husband to geldhim. I would co God 
that all that diſhonour their profeſſion by filchic a&ions 
might be (crued after the ſame manner,that there might bee 
fewer baſtardsand bauds and common ſtrumpers than there 
are now adaics,andthat ſince thefeare of God is extinguiſhed 
in their ſoules, thefeare and certaintie of ſudden judgements 
mightreſtraine them. 

Wolfins Schrenk xeported to Martin Luther how in Vait- 
land foure murders were commicted vpon the occaſion of 
one Adulteric ; for whilelt che Adulcerelle Amymper was 
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banquetting with her louers , her husband came in with a 
hunting (peare in his hand, and ſtrucke him through that ſat 
next vnto her,and then her alſo;other two in the mean while 
leapt downe the ftayres with feare and haſte,broke their arms 
at ſhortly after dyed. 


Acertaine Cardinall committed dayly Adulteric with a Theatr.hiftor. " 


mans wife, that winked and as it were ſubſcribed vnto it : 
wherefore her brother taking this diſhonor to his houſe in e- 
uill part, watched whenthe lecher had promiſedtocome,but 
vpon occaſion came not,andin the darke (lew his ſiſter and 
her husband, ſuppoling itto hauebeene the Cardinall : but 
when he perceiued hiserror, he fled the countrey for feare of 
the Law ;: Howbeit, before his departure hee wrought ſuch 
means,that whom he mitled in his purpoſe of the ſ\vord,him 
heemurdered by poyſon. This judgement isnot onely for A- 
dulterers, bur for Witrals alſo, that yeeld their conſents tothe 
diſhonovring of their owne wiues;a monſtrous kind of crea- 
cures,and degenerate not only from thelaw of humanitie, bur 
of nature alſo, 

Mart Luther hath left recorded in his writings manic 
examples of judgements on this ſinne, buteſpecially vpon 
Clergie men, whoſe profeſſion as it requireth a moreſtri& 
kinde of conuerſation, ſo their (innes and judgements were 
more notorious,both in their own natures,and in the eye and 
opinion of the world, ſome of which as it isnot amiſle to in- 
ſert in this place,ſo it is not vnnecellary to beleeue them, pro- 
ceeding from the mouth of ſo worthica witnele, 


401 


.  — 
OS CE ee Mr ng — 
—_—OE—o—— . mw -< - 


There was (faith he)a man of great authoritie and learning, Zuther in £- 


that forſaking his ſecular life, berooke himſelfe into the Col- 
ledge of Priefts (whether of deuotion,or of hope of liberticto 
ſinne, let them judge that read this hiſtorie)this new adopted 
Prieſt fell in loue with a Maſons wife, whom heſo woed;thar 
hee gothis pleaſure of her ; and what fitter time but when 


Male was linging did hee daily chuſe for the performing of 


his villanie. In this hauntheperſiſted a long ſeaſon, till the 
Maſon finding him in bed with his —_— notſummon him 
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colaw nor penance, but took a ſhorter courſe & cut his throat; 

Another Nobleman in Thuringa being taken in adultery, 
was murthered after this ſtrange faſhion by the Adulcereti 
husband ; he bound him hand and foot andcaſt him into pri- 
ſon ; and ro quench his lult, ſeeing that Ceres, that 1S,lutto- 
nie,is the fewel of Vexxs,rhatis,luit,denied himall manner of 
ſuſtenance,and the more to augment his painc, ſer hot diſhes 
of meate before him, that the {mell and light thereof might 
more prouoke his appetite,and the want thereof terment him 
more. [n this torture the wretched lecher abodeſo long, vntil 
he gnew off the fleſh from his owne ſhoulders,& the eleuench 
day of his impriſonment ended his life. His puniſhment was 
moſt horrible, and too too ſeuere in reſpeR of the infliger, 
yermoſt iuſt in reſpe& of God, whoſe cuſtomehis to propor- 
tion his judgments tothe qualitie of the ſinnechat is commit. 
red. Luther aftirmerh this co haue hapned in his childehood, 
and that borh the parties were knowne vnto him by name, 
which for honour and charitieſake he would not diſcloſe. 

There was another nobleman that ſo delighted in luſt,and 
was ſo inordinate in his dclires,that he ſhamed not to ſay,thar 
if his life of pleaſure, and paſting fromharlor to harlot might 
endure euer, hee would not care for heauen or life eternall, 
Whatcurſcd madnellcand impiety is this 2a man to beſo fors 
getfull ofhis Maker and humſelte,that he preferred his whores 
before his Sauiour, and his filthy pleaſure before the grace of 
God : Doth it not deſerue ro be puniſhed with Scorpions ? 
Yes verily, as.it was indeed ; for the polluted wretch dyed a- 
monglt his trumpets, being {trucken witha ſudden ſtroke of 
Gods.vengeance, 

Inthe yearc I 505,a certaine Biſhop well ſeenein all lear- 
ning and eloquence, andeſpecially skilfull in languages, was 
notwithſtanding ſo filthie 1n his conuerſation,chatheſhamed 
notto defile his body and name with many adulteries: butat 
length he was ſlaine by a Cobler, whoſe wifche had often cor- 
rupted, being taken in bed with her, and ſoreceiucd a duere- 
ward of his filthinells, | -: 


Gods Indoemen)s; Of Adulterie/ 


In the yeare of Lord 558, Kenn/phus King of the Welt- 


$axons 1n Britain,ashe vſually haunted the company ofa cer- Layguer, Chr. 


caineharlot which he kept at Merton, was ſlaine by one Clite 
the kinſman of Sigeberr that was late King, 


Serga a King of Scotland was ſo foule a drunkard and The ſame, 


glutron, and ſo outragiouſly giuen to harlots, chat he negle- 
&ed his owne wife, and drone her to ſuch penury , that (hee 
was faine to ſerue other noble-women for her liuing ; where- 
fore ſhe murchered him in his bed,and after ſlew her ſeltealſo. 

Arichbertrs eldeſt ſonne vnto Lotharws King of France, 
diedenen as he was embracing his whores, 

In ſumme to conclude this matter,our Engliſh Chronicles 
report, thatin the yeareof our Lord 34g, there was ſo great a 
plentie of corne and fruit in Britaine,thac the like had not bin 
ſcene many yeres before: but this was thecauſe of much idle- 
nelfe, glucronie, lecherie, and other vices in the land : ( For 
viſually cafe and proſperity are the nurſes of all enormirie:)bur 
the Lord requited this their riotous and incontenent life with 
ſo great a peſtilence and mortalitic, that the lming ſcantly 
ſ afficed ro buric the dead, 


Petrarch maketh mention of a certaihe Cardinall , that py,paycy, 


though he was ſeuentie yeares old,yet euery night would haue 
a freſh whore, andrto this end had certaine bauds purueyours 
and prouiders of his traſh : but hedied a miſerable and wrer- 
ched death. And Martin Luther reported, that a biſhop be- 
ing a common frequenter of theſtues in H:delbag, camc to 
this miſerableend ; the bords of the chamber whither he vicd 
toenter were looſened, that as ſoone ashe came in he flipped 


throughand broke his necke. 


But aboue all , that which wee finde written in the ſecond Tb Fincel. 
booke of Finceliz is moſt flrange and wonZerfull, of a prieſt Lib. 2. 


1n Albenthewer, a towne neere adioyning to Gaunt in Flan- 
ders, that perſuaded a young maid to rcie&t and deſobey all 
her parents godly admonitions, &to become nis concubine: 
when ſhe obteRKed how vile a (innc it was, and how contrarie 
to the Laiy of God, hee told her, that by the authoritie of the 

| D 1} Pope, 
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Pope, he could diſpence with any wickednelle, were ir-neucr 
ſo great, and further alledgedche diſcommodities of mariage, 
and the pleaſure chat would ariſe from that kinde of life: in 
fine,hee conquered her vertuous purpoſe, and made her yeeld 
vntohis filchic lyſt, But whenthey had thus pampered their 
defires together a while, in came che Diuell, and would needs 
conclude the play : for as they were banquetting with many 
{uch like companions, hee tooke her away from the Prieſts 
fide, and notwithſtanding her pitiful crying and all their ex+ 
orciſing and conjuring, carried her quite away, telling the 
Prieſtthat veric ſhortly he would ferch him alſo,for he was 
his owne darling. 

I may notheerepaſle ouer in filencean Iriſh hiftorie, fa: 
mous both for notorious villanie, and excellent in juſtice ; 
wherein wee may ſee by the adulterie of one filthie Frier oc- 
calion giuen not onely of much bloudſhed, bur of the ruine 
of a famous citie, called Rolle, ſcjtuate in Leinſter. This city 
being firſt an vawalled towne, was(to preuent the ſuddenin 
uaſion of the Iriſh) compaſſed abour with a large and ftrong 
wall, by the aduice and charges of one Ro/e, a chaſte widow 
and bountiful] Gentlewoman : This Roſe had ifTue three 
ſonnes, who being bolftered out by their mothers wealth and 
their ownetraffique, made diucrſe proſperous voyages into 
farre countries: bur as one of the threechapmen was employ- 
ed in histraffique abroad,ſorthe pretty popper his wife began 
co play the harlot at home, and that withnone but with a fat 
religious cloyſterer of the towne: they wallowed ſo long in- 
this ſtinking puddle, thar ſuſpition began to creep into mens 
braines,andfrom ſuſpition the matter was ſo apparent,that it 
grew to plaine proofe ; hervnfortunatehusband was no ſoo- 
ner comehome, bur notice hereof was blowne in his cares,ſo 
chat with grieteand anger hee grew (for ſuch is the nature of 
jealoulie) almoſt ſtarkemzd z and not onely he but the whole 
rowne tooke themſelues as extreamely wronged by this 
ſhamefullfa&t : whereupon diuers of them conſpiring toge- 
ther, agreed (asbeeingadeed of eharitie) rogrubayay _ 

wilde 
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viide ſhrubs from the towne, and ſo flocking together in the 
dead of the night tothe Abbey wherein this Frier was cloy= 
tered (che monument of which Abbey is yertto bee ſcene ar 
Rotle on the South (ide) they vnderſparred the gates, and 
breaking open the dores,!tabbed the Adulcerer, with the reſt 
ofthe Couent, through with their weapons ; Where they left 
them goaring in ter bloud, and gaſping vp their ghoſts in 
cheir couches; a cruell a&t,I muſt needs confeſle,in the execu- 
rioners ; who being carried away with prinat reuenge,had no 
meaſure in their crueltie; bneyer a juſt vengeance vpon the 
executed, chat harboured and maintained ſo wretched a per- 
ſon: bur ſecret and deeparethe judgements of God,who pnt= 
niſhech oneſinne with another, and maketh one. wicked man 
a rod co plague anorher,and after caſteth che rod alfointo the 
fire: for ſo did he here; ſtirring vp the reſt of the clergie to 
bea meanes to puniſh this crueltie: for when as theſe three 
brethren not long after ſped themſelues into ſome far coun- 
try co continite their trade, thereligious men being informed 
of their recurne homeiward,euery night did not mille to ſet 2 
Jantorneon the top of a high rocke (which was vſed to beſet 
ypon the Hulk cower,a notable marke for Pilots,in direting 
them which way to ſterne their ſhips, and ro eſchew the dan- 
ger of the rocks, which are there very plentitull)}and ſo by this 
prattiſe theſe chree paſſengers bearing ſayle with a good 
wind, made right vpon the lanterne, ſuppoſing it had beene 
the Hulke tower, and fo ere they were aware their ſhip was 
daſht vpon therockes, and all the patſengers onerwhirled in 
theſea, Andchus was Adulterie puniſhed with cruelcie, and 
crueltie wich treaſon: but ſeethe end;vpon this there grewſo 
great quarrels and diſcontentments berweene the cownelmen 


and the religious, the one curſing the other, that the cſtate of 


chat flouriſhing towne was turned vplide downe,and from 
abundance of proſperitic quite exchanged to extreame pe- 
nurie, NF 
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CHAP, XX A 


Ioreexamples of the ſame argument, 


2 Cannot paſle ouer in ſilence a hiſto. 
ry truly cragicall, touching the death 
of many men, who by rcaſon of an 
>& Adulcerie (lew one another in moſt 
” & ſtrange and cruell manner,& indeed 
ſo ſtrangely , that (as farre as I euer 
TL read or knew) there was neuer the 
| gBAa- BA like particular deed heard of, where- 
in God moreeuidently poured forth the ſtreame of his dif. 
pleaſure, turning the courageand valor of each part into rage 
and furic,to the end that by their owne means he might bere- 
uenged on them. Inthe Dukedome of Spaleto,whichs the 
way from Ancona to Rome (of the antient Latines called 
Vimbria) there were three brethren, who kept in their polleſ- 
ſion three Cities of the ſaid Dukedome,namely Faligno, No- 
cera,and Treuio: the eldeſt of whom,whoſe firname was Niz- 
cholas,ashe palled from onetowne to the other,being at No- 
cera, lodged diuers times inthe caſtlein the keepers and cap- 
tines houſe, whome hee had there ſubſtituted to defend the 
lace with an ordinarie band of ſouldiers. Now as he made 
his abode there a few dayes,hee grew to caft a more laſciuious 
eye vpon the captaines wite than was meet, and from looking 
fellco luſting atcerherzin ſuch ſort, that in ſhort ſpace hee gor 
verie priuieand familiar acquaintance with her, and often- 
timesſecretand ſuſpicious meetings : which being perceived 
by her husband, he after watched ſo narrowly their haunts, 
that once hee ſpied them together without beeing leene of 
them : neuerthelefle, diſgeſting and ſwallowing vp this ſor- 
row with ſilence, and without giuing forth any tokens there- 


of, hee conſulted in himſclte co reucnge the 1njuric by ina 
6-400 puta ueſptan ey hls 2 
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Cods Iudeemehts. | Or Adulterie, 


death 3nd raſing out, not onely of the Adulterer, but alſo 
of the whole race and fraternitie, Now when he had ham- 
mered this enterpriſe, and layed forth the plot thereof in his 
head, hee iſparched preſently a melſenger tothe three Gen» 
clemen brethren, to innite them againſt the next day to the 
huncing of the faireſt wilde Bore that was this many a day 
ſcene in the forreſts ofNocera, Seignior Nuholas Failed noc 
co come at the time appointed,accompanied with Duke Ca- 
merino, whe deſired to be one of thisjolly crue; they ſupped 
in the towne, bur lodged in thecaſtle, where beeing at reſt, a- 
bout midnight che captaineruſhed into his chamber with che 
oreaceſt part of his guard, and there handled Seignior Nicho- 
{as on this manner; he firſt cut off his priuie members, as bee- 
ing principal in the offence, chen thruſt him through on 
both fides with a ſpeare, next pluckt our his heart,and laſtly 
core the reſt of his bodice into a thouſand pieces. Asfor the 
Duke Camerino,hethut him vp in adeepe and: darkedunge- 
on with all che ſtrangers of hisretinue. At day breake ano- 
cher of che brethren called {eſar, thac lay that nighr in the 
cowne, was ſent forto come and ſpeake with his brother, and 
as ſoone as hee wasentered into che court of the caſtle, ſeuen 
or eight of the guard bound him and his followers,and carri- 
-edhim into the chamber where his dead brother lay chopt 
as {mall as fleſh to the pot , and there murdered him alſo. 
Conrade the third brother, becing by reaſon ofa marriage ab- 
ſent from this feaſt, when hee recciued the report of theſe 
pitifull newes, gathered together a band of men from all 
quarters, and with chem (aſhſted with the friends and al- 
lies of the Duke Camerizothen priſoner) layed lege tothe 
caſtle, rhey batcered the walls, made a breach, and gaue the 
aſſault of enterance, and were manfully reſiſted fiue houres 
long, till the defendants, beeing bur chirtie or fortiemen 
at the moſt, nor able toſtand any longer in defence, were 
forced to retyre and lay open way ofenterance to the enc- 
mie: then began a moſt horrible butcherie of men ; for (:- 
r4ae, hauing wooh the foxr, firſt hewed them 1n pieces thac 
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ſtood in refiſtance,then finding the captains tather,flew his, 
and caſt him piece-meale to the dogges z ſome he tryed to the 
tayles of wilde horſes, to be drawne ouer hedges, ditches, 
thornes,and briers ; others hce pinched with hot yrons.and {9 
buracchem to death: which when the capraine from therop 
of the dungeon where he had ſaued [inſelic,beheld, he tooke 
his wife whom he held there priſoner, and binding her hand 
and toor, threw her headlong from chertop of therower vp. 
on the pauzuent: which the ſouldiers perceiuing, pur fire 
to the toiver, fo thathe was conſtrained through heat and 
{moake (him(elic, his brother, and his little clulde)so ſally 
downe the ſaine way which he had caught his wifea little be- 
fore to goe, and ſo allthree broke their neckes ; their carks!- 
ſes were caſt out to be meatfor Wolues, as vaworthy of hu- 
wane ſepulcure. Andthis was the cataſtrophe of that wofull 
rrapedie,where by the occaſion of one Adulterie (ſo heauie is 
the curſe of God vponthat ſinne) a number of men came to 

cheir ends, 
. Inthehiſtoriesof our time we finderecorded afearfull to» 
rie of many murders ſpringing from one Adulterie, together 
wich the hand of God vpon the Adulterers theniſelues ; the 
itorie 1s this : an Aduocare of Gralle in Prouence, called To- 
fonio,ghar having the nanaging of theattaires of the Seigniar 
ot Chabryc,and by that means ftainiliar accelle co him and his 
Laaie, by this familiariue allured the Lady, who was then 
tortie yeres old,and had toure children,to his filchie luſt : aud 
dceing plunged into clus gulte,Sathan did thruſt them head- 
long 1ato others: tor fart chey praiſed and performed the 
mallacre of her husdand , walking in his Warren, by two 
murderers fuborned co that end : and ſecondly, when her 
eldelt ſonne ſeemed to diſlike her wicked bechauiour with the 
Aduocace, they allo wrought his death, by looſing certaine 
boords 1n a gallerie, where hee vied ordinarily co walke, 
io thac as ſoone as hee ſet his foot on theſe disjoynted 
poords, hee tell downe headlong, and had his braines bea- 
ten owe, And thirdly when her younger ſonne theywed br; 
If >: 
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diſcontent to their brutiſh conuerſation, yet nothing nul 
doubted chein to bee guilcie of the former parricides, theſe 
wicked wreeches reſoJued to preuent him alſo, leaſt he ſhould 
nterrapt their reſolued filchinelle, VWhere ore tney lured a 
murderertomikehim away z who watching his opportuni- 
12, thruſt hic headlong downe a (teepe rocke,ſo that he was 
at the bottome ſooner flaine than hefelcihe n;urderer, Aﬀer 
all chis, chele rwo miſerable wretches, finding chatthey were 
obleraed by all men,and noted, did pratiſeto miarrie toge- 
ther: bur there was one betwixtthem, namely the Aduocates 
wife ; wherefore they conſpired her death to nike vp the 
mele, and 1ndeed the villanous leacher, her husband, lying 
one night by her,itrangled her with anapkin ; and then cry- 
eJouc with loud voice tor help, pretending that a catarre had 
ſulfocated her in her fleepe, Burt for all his cunning, ths 
(1ther of his wife niſtruſted her death to be violent, and cau- 
fed him to be ſtritly examined vponthe ſame, who preſently 
by {lence bewrayed his guiltie conſcience,and after withour 
rorture contctled both his fat, & all the murders before 1cn- 
tioned : for which hee was condemned co be quartered aliue 
inthe markct place of Graile, wherehee dwelled,and where 
his murders were comnutted, As for that cruel! Lady his aſ- 
foctat,becauſc the could not be found,being fled the country, 
(ie was condemned by contempt,and executed in piture. But 
though ſhee eſcaped rhe hand of juftice among men, yet the 
hand of God purſued her: for fiying to Genoa, ſhe was firſt 
robbed by a ſeruant of all (he had,and after being conſtrained 
toſerue an old widow, andto teach her daughters,being ror- 
inen:ed with cheſting of her oyvne conſcience, within- ſhort 
ſpace died in great :nuſerie, 

In the time of Pope Stephen the eighth, there was. a-varlct 
Prieitthat was Chaplaine in che houſe of a Marquelle of Ita- 
tic, who alchough he wes verie nuſnapen andemll favoured, 
yer was entertained of the Ladie Marquelle hismiſtretle to 
her bed,and made her paramour: vpon a night as he was go« 
ing to lye with her according to his woont (his Lord being 
Pp ES i 
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from home) bchold a dog barked fo fiercely,leaping and bj: 
ting at him, that all theſeruants of the houſe beeing awaked 
ran thitherward,& finding this gallant in the ſnare,took him 
and for all his bauld crowne ſtripped him naked, and cut off 
cleanc his priuic and adulterous parts :andthus was this le. 
cherous Prieft ſerued, 

Pope /ohnthe thirteenth, a man as of wicked conuerſation 
in all things, ſo eſpecially abhominable in whoredomes and 
adulterie, which good conditions whileſthe purſued, he was 
one day taken tardic in the plaine ficlds, whither he went to 
diſport himfelfe ; for he was found in the a& of adulterie,and 
ſlaine forchwith ;andcheſe are the godly fruits ofthoſe ſingle 
life-louers,to whom the vſe of marriage 15 counted vnlawtul, 
and therefore forbidden, but Adulteric not once prohibited 
nordilallowed, 


CHAP. XXXI. 


Of ſach as are atnorced without cauſt, 


'Y theſe and ſuch like judgements, it plea- 
=} {crh God to make knowne vnto men 
SZ! how much hee defireth to haue the e- 
{ ſtate of marriage maintained and preſer- 
ued inthe integritic, and how much e- 
ucric one ought to take heed how tode- 
praue or corrupt the ſame : now then to 
proceed. If it be aſznne to takeaway, rauiſh, or inticeto folly 
another mans wife, ſhall wenot thinke ir an equall ſinne fora 
husband to forſake his wife, and caſt her off ro take another, 
ſhe hauing not diſannulled and cancelled che bond of marri- 
age by adulterie ? Yes verily ; for as concerning the permiſli- 
on of divorce to the Iſraelites vnder the law,our Sautor hin- 

felteexpoundeth the meaning and intent thereof in t}.e Goſ- 
POOLS IIS: Roms: for Edt 
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frubbornnetle of cheir hearts, and not a conſtitution fromthe 
beginning z vpon which occaſion ſpeaking of marriage,and 
declaring the right and ſtrength of the ſame z he ſaich, Thar 
whoſocuer putteth away his wife, except it be for adulteric, 
and marrieth another,committerh adultery;and he that marri- 
eh her that is put away, commirteth adultery alſo. All which 

gotwichſtanding che great men of this world let looſe them- 

clues to this ſinnetoo licentiouſly, as it appearech by many 

examples: as of Aztiochus Theos, ſonne of Antiochus Sa- 

zer,king of Syria, who to the end to go with Prolomie Phila- 
d:lphs,king of Egyprt,and marrie his daughcer Bernice,caft 

off his wite L49drceagthat had borne him children,and tooke 

Bernice to bee his wite 3 but ere long hee rejected her alſo, 

and betrayed her to herencnnes ( namely his ſonne Callin:- 

£144 ) who ſlew her with one of her ſonnes, and all that be- 

longed vnto her : and then he tooke againe his old wife, for 

which cauſe Prolermie Encrgetes (ſon to Philadelphm)renued 

warre vpon him, 
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Herod the Tetrarch was ſo bewitched with the loue of 79/eph.of the 


Herodias Þ:1s brother Philips wie, that,to the end hee might 
enjoy her, hee diſclaimied his lawtull wife, and ſenther home 
to her father king Aretas; who being touched & netled with 
this indignitie and diſgrace, ſoughtto reuenge himelfc by 
armes :and indeed made ſo hot warre vpon him, and charged 
hisarmieſo furiouſly, that it was diſcomfited by him: after 
which ſharacfull lofſe, he was by the Emperor Caligalas com- 
mandement baniſhed to Lions, there toend the relidue of his 


Qaies, 


moſt difoluce and impudent in this caſe of diuorce, for albeit 
thatin che beginning of histriumuirſhip he forſooke his farſt 
wife tomarry Oftanrm his lifter, yet he proceeded further,nor 
content herewith,but nuſt needs forſake heralſo, to be with 
Cleopatra the queen of Egipt,from whenceſprung out many 
great euils,which at length fel vpon his own head, to hisfinal 
ruin & deſtruction ; for whenhefaiv hunſelic in ſuch Res 
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har no incanes could be found torelilt Octane, he ſheathed 
with his owne hands his ſword into his bowels, whenall his 
feruants being requeſted, refuſed to performe the ſame ; and 
being thus wounded, he fell vpon a little bed,intreating thoſe 
that were preſent to make an end of his daies;bur they all fled 
and {cit himinthe chamber crying and torimenting himſelfe, 
vntill fuch time that he was conueied to the monument wher. 
in Cleopatra was encloſed,that hem! ght Giethere. Cleopatra 
jceing this pictifullſpectacle,ail awated ict Cownechains and 
cords trom the high window,and with the hcipeof her two 
maids drew him vp intothe monument, ning their forces, 
and doing what they could to get his poore carkafle,though 
by a ſhameful and vndecent manner, tor the gate was locked 
and iaght not be opened; and it wasa lamencable ſight toſee 
his poore bodie all beſmeared with bloud,and breathing now 
his laſt blaſt (for he diced as ſoone as he came to the top)to be 
drawne vponthat cruell tafthion. As for ( eopatra, who by 
her flattering allurements rauiſhed the heart of this miſerable 
man,and was cauſe of his ſecond diuorce, (hee played hertrue 
art alſo jn this wofull tragedy,and as ſhe partaked of the (in, 
{o ſhee did of the puniſhment : For after ſhee ſavy her elfe 
paſt hope of helpe,and her (weer-heart dead,ſhe beat her own 
breaſts,and tormented her ſelfe ſo much with ſorrow,that her 
boſoine was bruiſed, and halfe murdered with her blows,and 
her bodie in many places exulcerate with inflamations : ſhee 
uld off her hajre,rent herface with her nailes,and altogether 
infrenſied with griefe, melangholic, and diftre(le, was tound 
freſh dead, with hertwo maids lying at her feet: and this was 
che nulerable end of thoſe two, who for enjoying of a few 
fooliſh and curſed pleaſures together, receiued in exchange 
infinic torments and vexations;andat lengch, vnhappy deaths 
rogether in one 2nd theſame place: verifiying the old pro- 
ucioe, ror one pleaſure athouſand dolours. 

Car(s the eight, king of France, atterhe had bin long tine 
marricdto the daughter of the king of the Romanes, filter to 
the Archduke of Auſtria, was fo euill aduiſed as toreaane her 
or RR is | $i hong 
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home againe vpon no other occaſion but to marric the Du- 
cheiſe of Britain,theſoleheire to her fathers dukedom : wher- 
in he doubly injured his father in law theRoman king;for he 
did not only reje&ed his daughter, but alſo depriued him of 
his wife the Duchefle of Britaine, whom by his ſubſticute (ac- 
cording to the maner of great princes)he had firſt eſpouſed . 
Bembra in his Venetian hiſtorie handling this ſtory, ſome- 

what mollificth the faule, when he ſaith that the Roman kings 
daughter was neuer touched by king Charles in the way of 
marriage all che while ſhee wasthere, by reaſon of her vnripe 
& ouer yong yeres. After a while,after this new married king 
hadgiuen ahot alarme to all Tralie, and conquered the real: 
of Naples;as the Venerians weredeliberating rotake the mac- 
cer in hand of themſcelues, and torefift him, Maximilian the 
Roman king ſolicited them in che ſame, andthruſt them for - 
ward, as well that hee might confederat himſelfe with the 
duke of Milan, as that he nught reuengethe injurietouching 
his repelled daughter: ſothat by this means the French king 
was ſore nol at hisreturne,hauing to withſtand him all 
the Venetian forces, with the moſt part of the Potencates 
of Italie: notwithſtanding he broke through them all, after 


he had put the Venetians to the worſt:but being returned af- Phil.de Comp 


ter this vitorious and triumphant voyage,it happened thac 
one day as he led the Queeneto the caſtleof Amboilc, to ſee 
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rome ſport at teniſe, he ſtroke his forehead againſt the vpper $ur/eui!. 


dore poſt of the gaileric,as he went in,char he fell preſently co 
the ground ſpcechleſle, and died incontinently in theplace, 
from whence (though the falthieſt and ſlutifheſt place abour 
the caſtle)chey remoued nor his bodie, but layed it on a bed of 
ftraw tothe view of the world from two of the clocke in the 
afternoone tileleuen at midnight, and this good ſuccelle tol- 


lowed at laſt his ſo much deſired diuorce, 
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CH AP. XXVII. 
Of thoſe that either canſe or authoriſe 


pnlawfall aiuorcements. 


ee | thoughthe commandement of our Sayjor 
\ | Chritt co be verie plain and manifeſt, Thar 
Us manſhould not ſcperatethoſe whome God 
| hath ioyned together, yet therearclome ſo 
d | voyd of vnderſtanding and iudgment,that 
Ay they make no conſcience to dillolue thoſe 


any other reaſon ſauethat he ſuſpected that ron louedher 


After the ſameſortdealt King Sau! with Daxid, when hee 
gaue him hisdaughter ficho/to wife, and afterward in de- 
{pight and hatred of him tooke her away apaine, and beſtow- 
ed her vpon another : wherein, as in many other things, hee 
ſhewed himſclfe a wicked and prophane man, and was wors- 
thily puniſhed therefore, as hath been before declared. 

HughSpencer, one of King Edward of Englands chicfeR 
fauourirs,inſomuch that his eare and heart was at his pleaſure, 
was he that firſt perſuaded the King to forſake and repudiate 
the Queenehis wife (daughter to Phil the Faire, King of 
France) vpon no other occaſion, but only ro ſatisfie his owne 
apperice, and the better to follow his delights : And thus by 
this meanes ſhe was chaſed out of England, and driuen to re- 
tyre to King Charles her brother ; where hoping to finde reſt 
andrefuge, the was decenied : tor what by the crafts and by 
EL | us Riſes 
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Aiſes of the Engliſh, and what by the Popes authoritie (who 
ruſt himſelfe into this a&tion,as his cuſtpme i5)ſhe was con- 


trained to diſlodge her (elfe, and ro change hercountry very 
ſpeedily : wherefore from thence ſhe wen to craueſuccor of 


the Countie of Henault, who furniſhed her with certaine for- 
ces, and ſent her towards England : where being arriued, and 
finding the peoplegenerally at her command, and readie to 


do her {eruice, ſhe {et vpon her enemy Fugh Spencer , tooke 
him priſoner, and put himtoa ſhametull death, as he well de- 


ſerued : for he was alſo the cauſer of the deaths of many of the 
Nobles of the realme : therefore he was drawne through the 
{treetsof Hereford vpon a hurdle, and after his priuie mem- 
bers,his heart,and head, were cut off, his foure quarters were 
exalced in foureſeuera]l places, tothe view of the world. 
Now if .cheſe be found guiltie, that either direly make, 
or indirectly procurediuorcements,ſhall we cxcuſethemthat 
allow and authoriſe the ſame, without lawfull and juſt occa- 
fon ? Noverily, nothough they be Popes that take ic vpon 
them ; as we reade Pope Alexander the (ixt did, who for the 


aduancement of his haughtic delires, to gratifie and flatter 
Lewis the twelfth, King of Frace, ſenthim by his ſonnea dif 


penſarion to putaway his wife, daughter to King Lewes the 


cleuenth, becauſeſhe was barren and countertcit , and to re- 
contratt Anne of Breraigne, the widow of Charles the eight 
lately deccaſed. Bur herein, though barrennelle of the tor- 
mer was pretended, yet the duchic of the later was aimed at, 
which before this time he could neuer attaine vnto, But of 
whar force and vertue this difpenſation by right was, or at 
leaſt ought to be, itis ealie to perceiue, ſeeing 1t 15 not onely 
contrary tothe words ofthe Goſpell, Haz. 1g. bur alſo to 
their owne decrees, ſecurd.part. queſt. 7p. Hi qui matrimon- 
1m : wherein is unported, that mariage ought not to be 1n- 
fringed for any defaulcor imperfe&tion,no not of nature. Bur 
Popes may maime andclip both the word of God and all o- 
ther writings,and do whatſocuer themſclues liketh,beirt good 


or bad, 
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CHAP, XXXIII, 


Of ſnceſtuous perſons. 


& Lchough inceſt be a wicked and ab. 
JT hominablelin,and forbidden both 
by the Law of God and man, info 
much that the verie heathen held ir 
indeteſtation, yct arethere ſome {6 
inordinately vicious and diſlolute, 
C that they bluſh not once to pollute 
= themſclucs with this filchines, Kew. 
ben the Patriarch was one of this vile crue, thatſhamed not to 
defile himſelfe with B:tha his fathers concubine ; but he was 
curſed for his labour : for whereas by right ofelderſhip and 
birch he ought to hauc had a certaine prerogatiue and autho. 
ritie ouer his brethren, his excellencie ſhed it ſeltel;ke water, 
and hee was ſurpaſſed by his brethren both in encreaſe of 
progenie and renowne. Ammen,one of king Darids ſonnes 
was ſo ſtrongly enchanted with the loue of his lifter Tha- 
mar,that to 5 end cofulfil his luſt,he traiterouſly forced her 
to his will : but eA#&ſs/omher naturall brother (hunting for 
opporrunitie of reuenge tor this indignitie towards his lifter) 
inuited him two yeares after to a banquet with hisother bre- 
thren, and after the ſame, cauſed his men to nurder him for a 
farewell. Fx ED EN 
— Theſame A#ſolom that flew Ammor for inceſt with his 
ſiſter,commutted himſelfe inceſt with his fathers concubines, 
moued thereto by the wicked counſell of Achitephel,char ad- 
uiſed him to chat infamous deed ofdefiling his fathers bed: 
bur it was the forerunner of his oucrthrow,as we hane already 
heard, | 


546.Lawprid, Divers ofthe Romar-: Emperours were fo villanousand 


wretched, asto make no bones of this ſinne with their owne 
ſiſers,as Caligula, Antowires and Commoars; and ſome with 
we | > ond "= Mo 


Gods Iudgements, Of Inceſtnous perſons, 

heir mothers, 2s Vero, ſo much was Ec given ouerind tren- 415 

ſported to all licentiouſnelle, Orof lib.7.£4.4; 

Platarch telleth vs cf one (7anipran, that being cuecon;c 

with wine, defloured his owne daughter {7aze ; but hce os 

{[1ine ofher for his labour,Neitther dce ] thinke it ſo vrnaw- 

rall a part for her to k1l] her father,as inhim to commit inceſt 

with his owne daughter: for the Oracle lefſened, or ratha 
approued her faule,when it abhorred and chaſtened his crime: 
for when Syracuſa was grieuouſly infeed with the peſti- 
lence , it w3s.pronounced by the Oracle , Thatthe plague 
ſhould continue till the wicked perſon was ſacrificed : which 
darke{pecch when no man knew, Cyaxe haled her father by 
the head tothe Altar ; telling chem, chat he was that wicked 
perſon pointed at by the Oracle , and there ſacrificed him 
with her owne hands, killing her ſelfe alſo with the ſame 
knife, that her innocencie might bee witnefled even by her 
bloud. Thus it pleaſed God euen among the idolatroushea- 
then, to execute juſtice and jndgement vpon the carth,though 
by the meanes of the diuell himiclte, who isthe author of all 
ſuch villanie, 

V aleria Thuſculaxa was 1n loue with her owne father, and p/yrarch. 

vnder colour of another maid got to lie with him : which as 
ſoonas he vnderſtood , he flew himfelte in deteſtation of his 
owneignorant abhomination and wickednefle : nay ſo mon- 
ftrousand horrible is this ſinne cuen inthe ſight of wan, that 
Nauſimenes(a woman of Achens)taking her owne ſonne ard Paleri, 
daughter together, was ſo amaſed and grieued therewith, 

that ſhee neuer ſpake word after that time, but remained 

dumbe all the reſt of her life time: as for the inceſtors them- 
{clues, they liued not, but became murderers of their owne 

les, 

P apyrius a Roman,got with child his owneliſter Cann/ia: 
which when their father vnderſtood, hee ſenteach of them a 
ſword, wherewith they ſlew themſclues. 
But aboue all, the vengeance of God js moſt apparent n zoda./ih.3: 

the puniſhment of Fleraclizz the Emperour, who to his noco- 
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418 rious wickednellcs, hereſies, perſecutions, and paganiſtne, he 
' Paul. Dizc, addcdehis villanie, to defile carnally his owne filter ; ſo tohjs 
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notorious puniſhments (the Saralins ſword, droplie, and the 
ruine ofchc Einpire) che Lord added this infainous and cruel] 
judgement, that he could not giue patlage to his vrive, bur ic 
would flieintohis tace, hadnot a pentite been applied to his 
bellic to beat it downward, And chis laſt plague was proper 
to his laſt ſinne ; wherein che very member which hee had a 
buſed, ſought revenge of him that abuſed it ; for chat heehad 
confounded nature, and inoſt wickedly ſinned againtt his 
ozvne ficih, 

Agathias writing of the manners of the Perſiaris , repor- 
terh, That cexcaine Philoſophers comming our of Xgypr in- 
to Greece, where they had ſecneall manner of vnnatural mix- 
tures, found the carkalleof a man without ſepulchre z which 
when in charitic they buried, the next day it was found va- 
buricd againe: and as they went about to burie it the ſecond 
time,a ſpirit appeared vato them, and. forbad themto do it; 
{aying, that it was vnworthue that honour, {ceing that when 
it lued he had committed inceſt with his owne mother, A 

notable toric, ſhewing that the verie earth abhorreth this 
monſtrous confuſion of nature: the truch whereof lec ir lye 
vpon the Authors credit. 

Moſt abhominable was the inceſt of Arraxer.ves King of 
Periia ; for firlt he rooke to himlelte Asþa/a his brother Cy- 
74:4 Concubine , hauing ouercome him in war ; and afterward 
gaue theſame Aſþa/7z to his owne ſon Darirs co wife ; from 
whom,aftercarnall knowledge, he tooke her-againe,commit- 
ting incelt ypon inceſt, and that moſt vnnaturally : bur 
1narke how the Lord puniſhed all chis ; firſt Darize his eldeſt 
{cn was put to death for treaſon ; then Orhius (ſucceeding in 
the inhericancc)llew Arſame another of his brethren :; and al- 
bet Artaxerxes himfelte died without notc of judgn;ent, yer 
his ſeed after hun was puniſhed for his offence ; for {o 1milera- 
blea calamitie purſued chem all, chat in the ſecond generation 
Kot One Was lett to fic vpon hys throne, 

EE os” Now: 


Gods Indoements, Of Effeminate perſons, 


Now to teach vs how execrable and monſtrous this kinde 4.19 
of finne is, and how much to be abhorred of all men, the ex- 
ample of a poore bruit beaft may ſtand jn ſtead of a lefIcntor 
vs ; it being ſo worthie of remembrance, that I thovght meet 
co makerehearſall of itin this place, Iris reported by Varrs warro. 
a learned and graue Writer { whom Samwt eAnguſtine often 
commendeth m his booke de Cinitate Der) of a certain lic1fe Lih. 2. de 'Re- 
which by no means could be brought to couer a mate that 7%4i04 14p+ 74 
washis damme, vntill by hiding her head they beguiled his 
{ences ; but afrer when he perceiued their guile, and knew his 
damme being vncouered, heran fo turioully vpon the keeper 
with his ceeth, that inconrinently he tore him in pieces. Truly 
a miraculous thing, and no doubt djuinely cauſed, to reprouc 
che enormous and too ynruly luſts of men, 


CH AP. XXXIII1I. 


Of Effeminate perſons, Sodemites, and 
other ſuch like Monſters. 


eArdanapalus King of Afſyria was ſo laſ- Frog.lib. 1. 
ciujous and effeminare, that to tze end to 
ſet forth his beautie, hee ſhamed not to 
paint his face with ointments, and to at- Cic. Lib. 5: 
tyre his bodic with the habits and Orna- T#{c- qe}. 
ments of women, and on that manner to | 
lit and lie continually among whores,and 
with them to commut all manner of 6lthinelle and villanie: 
wherefore being thought vnworthie to beare rule ouer men, 
frlt Arbaces his lieutenant rebelled ; then the Medes and Ba- 
by lonians reuolted, and jointly made war vpou him, ll they 
vanquiſhed and put him: to flight: and in his flight he recur- 
ned to atower in his palace, which (mooued with griete and 
dilpaire) he {et on fire, and was conſun:ed therein, 
Such like was the 3zmpudent laſcrujoutnelle of two vnwor- 
Ee 1) , tie 
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che E:nperours, Commoluns and Heliogabalus,who laying 4. 
{de all [Imperial grauity, ſhewed themclues oftentimes pub. 
bYely im womans accire; an act as 1n nature monſtrous,ſo ve. 
rie diſhoneſt and 1gnominious : bur like as theſe curſed 
nzontters ran t99 much our of frame in their vabridled luſts 
a::d atfeRions, ſorthere wanted not many that haſtened and 
:nboldenedcheinſelues ro conſpire their deſtrnion, as vn- 
worthie 1n theirjudgemeats co enioy the benefit of this light: 
wherecore to one of thein poiſon was numitred, and when 
that would take no effect, itrangling came in the roome 
chercof, and broughthim to, his end:tche other was (lain in 
ajakes wherehee hid himſelfe, and his bodie (drawne like 
carrion through the ſtreets) found no better iepulchre than 


the dunghill. 


Touching choſe abl1ominable wretches of Sodome and 
Gomorrah which gaue chemſelues oucr with all violence, 
and without all ſhame and meaſure, to their infamous luſts, 
pollucing cheir bodies with vanacurall {linnes, God ſent vpon 
them an vnnaturall raine, not of water, bue of fire and brim- 
ftone, to burne and conſume them,thac were ſo hot and fer- 
uent in cheir curſed vices: ſochat they were quite rooted and 
raked ou: of the earth, and their Cities and habitations de- 
ſtroyed , yea and the verieſoilethat bore them, made deſo- 
late and truitleile; and allthis by fire, whole ſmoke aſcended 
like the ſmoke ofa furnace : yeaand in {1gne of a further curſs 
for to bee a witnelle anda marke of chis cerrible judgement, 
che earti and face of that countrey continuerh (till parched 
and withered : and (as /oſep/iu faith) whereas before it wasa 
molt plencitall and tercile ſoyle, and as it were an ecarchly pa- 
radiſe, bedecxed with fue gallanc cities ; no-v it lyetlz deſart, 
vahabicable, and barren, yeelding fruic in thew, bur ſuch as 
being toucied, curneth to cinders. In a word, the wrath of 
GoJ is 19corioally and fearefully manitelted therein, that 
whea the holy Ghoit would rike a terrour into che moſt 
wicxel, hee thrextenethchen with this like puniſhment, ſay-* 


YM) 4 
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7 he Lord will raine pon each wicked one, 
Fire, ſnarts, «nd Lrimſtone, for their portion, 


Howbeitthis maketh not but that ſtill there are roo many 
ſuch monſters in the World, ſo mighrily is ir corrupred and 
depraued : neither is it any marue],(ceing that diuers biſhops 
of Rome, that take vpon them to be Chriſts vicars, and Pe- 
ters ſucceſſours, are infefted with this filthic contagion: As 
namely,Pope /#/ixs the third, whoſe cuſtome wasto promote 
none to Eccleſiafticall liuings ſaue onely his buggerers : A- 
mongſt whom was one /z»ocent,whom this holy tather(con- 
trarie to the Suffrages of the whole Colledge) would needs 
make Cardinal:nay, the vnſatiable and monſtrous luſt of this 
beaſtly and ſtinking goat was ſo extraordinary,that he could 
not abſtain from many Cardinals chemſclues, oh» dela Caſa, 
a Florentine by birth, and by office Archbiſhop of Beneuen- 
ro,and Deane of his Apoſtaticall chamber, was hjs Legat and 
Intelligencer in allche Venetian Seigniories :aman equall,or 
racher worſe than himſelfe;and ſuch a one,as whoſemem 
ought tobe accurſed of all poſterity ,for that deteſtable book 
whuch hee compoſed in commendation and prayſe of Sodo- 
mic zand wasſo ſhameleſle, nay rather polelſed with ſome 


diuelliſh and vncleane ſpirit, as codiyulgate it co the view of 
the world. Hereyou may ſce (poore ſoules) the holinclle of 


thoſe whome you ſo muchreuerence, and ypon whome you 
build your belcefe and religion ; youſcetheir braue and ex- 
cellent vertues,and of what cſtecme their lawes and ordinan- 
ces ought to be amongſt you. Now touchingthe endthat this 
holy tather made, it is declared in the former bookeamong 
the ranke of Acheiſts, where we placed him. And albcit that 
he and ſuch Jike villains pleaſe their owne humors with their 
abhominations, and approue and clcere chemſclues therein, 


yet are they rewarded by death,nor onely by the law of God, Lcuit.20. 


bur allo by .che law of [ulia. 
When (barlemaigne reinedin France,there happened a 
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Leuit.18. 


Ex0d.2 3» 


Leuit.20., 
Deut. a7. 


moſt notable judgement of God vpon the Monkes of Sains 
Martin in Tours,for their diſordinate Tufts : they were men 
whoſe food wastoo much anddaintic,whoſeeaſe was too ea. 
ſie,and whoſe pleafures were too unmoderat,being altogether 
addited to paſtimes and merriments : in their apparel] they 
went cladinfilke like great Idrds ; and (as Nicho/.Gill.in his 
firſt volume of French Chronicles ſaith) their ſhoes were gile 
ouer with gold,ſo great was the ſuperfluity of their richesand 

ride:in ſumme,their whole life was luxurious and infamous: 
Be which cauſe there came forth a deſtroying Angel fromthe 
Lord (by thereport of Exdes the Abbor of Clugnie)and ſlew 
them all in one night,as the firſt borne of Zgypt were (laine, 
ſaue one onely perſon that was preſerued, as Lot in Sodome 
was preſcrued. This ſtrangeaccident moued (Harlemaigne to 
appoint abrotherhood of Canons to be in their room(though 
licele better, and as lictle profitable co their commonyealthas 
ehe former. 

Is is not for nothing that the law of God forbiddethto lye 
with a beaſt,and denounceth death againſt them that commic 
this foule (in : for there haue been ſuch monſters in che world 
at ſometimes, as wee read in Celixsand Yolaterranm,of one 
Crathes aſhepheard, thataccompanied carnally with a ſhee 

oat;but che buckefinding himlleeping,offended and prouo- 

ed with this ſtrange action, ran at him ſofurjouſly with his 
hornes,that he left him dead _ the ground. God that ope« 
ned analles-mouth toreproue the madneſle of the falſe Pro- 
phct Balaam,and ſent Lions to kill the ftrange inhabirants of 
Samaria, emploiedalſo this buckeabour his ſeruice in cxecus 
ting juft yengeance pon a wicked varler, 
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CHAP. XXXV, 


Of the wonderfall enill that ariſeth froms 
4 this greedineſſe of laft. 


) epaC2 T 1s to very good reaſon, that the 
& && ſcripture forbidderh vs to abſtayne i-10k*- 
# fromrtheluſt of the fleſh and che cies, 
which is of the worldand the corrup- 
Y tion of mansown nature;forſonmch 
) as by it wearedrawne and inticed co 
z cu], it beingas it were a corrupt root 
which ſendeth forth moſt bitcer, 
ſowre, and rotten fruit: and this happencth not onely when 1am. 
the goods and riches ofthe world are in queſt, but alſo when 
a man hunteth afterdiſhoneſt and vnchaſte delights:this con- 
cupiſcence is it that bringeth forth whoredomes, adulterics, 
and many other ſuch ſins, whereout ſpring forth oftentimes 
Aonds of miſchiefes,and that diuers times by the (clfewill and 
inordinat deſire of priuat and particular perſons: what did the 
lawletſe luſt of Patiphars wife bring vpon /oſeph?was not his Genggs* ;; 
life indangercd,and his body kept in cloſe priton, where hee 
cooled his feet two yeares or more? 
Wehaue a moſt notable example of the miſcrableend of a 
certaine woman, with the ſacking and deſtrution of a whole 
citie , and all cauſed by her intemperance and vnbrideled 
luſt, 
About the time that the Emperour Phocas was ſlaine by Sebet. 
Priſcu, one Gyſulphus (Gouernor and Chicfctain ofa Coun= 
try inLumbardy)going out in defence of his country againſt 
the Bauarians (which were certaine reliques of the Hunnes) 
gauethem batcell, and loſt the field and jus life withall : Now 
the conquerours (Purſuing their viRorie) laicd ſiege to che 
chiete Cirie of his prouince, where Komil/da his wife made 
her abode ; who viewing one day from che walls the young 
= 8 En” = 
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and faire king,with yellow curled locks galloping about the 
cicy,fell preſently ſo excreamely 1n loue with him, that her 
mind ran of nothing bur ſatisfying her greedieand new con. 
cciued luſt ; wherefore (burying in obliuion the loue of hex 
lace husband, with her yong intantsyet living,and her coun. 
try, & preferring her own Juſt before them al)ſhe ſent ſecrer- 
ly vnto him this meſſage, That if he would promiſeto marrie 
her,ſhee would deliuer vp thecitie into his hands : Heewell 
pleaſed with this gentle offer (through a deſire of obtaining 
the citie,which without great bloud(hed and loſle of men he 
could not otherwiſe compatle)accepted of it,and was recciued 
vpon this condition within the walls: and leſt he ſhould ſeem 
roo perfidious, hee performed his promiſcof marriage, and 
made her his wife fer that one night; but ſoone after(in ſcorn 
and diſdaine) he gaue hervpto 12 of his ſtrongeſt leachers, 
to glut her vnquenchable fire: and finally nailed her ona gib- 
bet, for a finall reward of her treacherous and boundlcile luſt, 
Marke welthe miſerie whereinto this wretched woman threw 
her ſelfe, and not onely her ſelfe,but a wholecity alſo, by her 
boiling concupiſcence, which ſo dazled her vnderſtanding, 
that ſhe could notconſider how vndecent it was.diſhoneſt,& 
1nconuenient, for a woman to offer her ſelfe,nay to ſolicit a 
man that was ancnemie,a ſtranger,and one that ſhe had neuer 
ſeen before,to her bed,& that to the vtter vndoin g of her ſelte 
and all hers. But euen thus, many more (whoſchearts are paſ- 
ſionat with loue) are blindfolded after the ſame ſort(like as. 
potricall Cpidis fayned to be) that not knowing what they 
rake in hand, they fall headlong into deſtruion ere they be 
aware.Let vs then bc here aduertiſcd to pray vnto God that he 
would purifie our droflic hearts, and diuert our wandring cics 
from bcholding vanitie,to be ſeduced thereby. 
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CHAP, XXXVI. 


Ofwnlawfull Geſtures, ldleneſſe,Gluttonie, D run- 
kenneſ(ſe, D auncing,and other ſuch 


like diſſoluteneſſe. 


25 728 Ike as if wee would carrie our (clues 
- chaſtly and vprightly before God, 
it behoucthvs to auoid all filchineſle 
and adulceric, ſo wee muſt abſtaine 
from vncwul and diſhoneſt geftures, 
which are(as it were)badges of con- 
cupiſeence, and coales to ſet luſt on 
fire,and inſtruments to injure others 


pey Cauſed one of his ſouldiers eyesto beput out in Spaine, 
forthruſting his hand vnder a womans garment that was a 
Spaniard: and for the ſame or like offenee did Serrorizy com- 


mand afootman of his band ro be cur in pieces. O, that wee 


had in theſe daies ſuch minded captaines,that would ſharpely. 
reprelſe the wrongs and rauiſhments whichare ſo common 
and vſuall amongſt men of warre at this day, and ſo vncon- 
trolled ! they would not then doubtlelle be ſo rife and come 
mon as in theſe daiesthey are. 

Kiſſing is noleſſe to be eſchewed than the former, if tbe 
not berwixt thoſe that arctyed together by ſome bond of 
kindred or affinirie, as it was by antient cuſtoine of the Medes 
and Perſians, and Romanes alſo; according to the report of 


4 


Platarch and Seneca: and that which is more, Tiberis Ceſar Sutr. 


forbad the often 2nd daily pradtiſe thereof in that kinde, 4s a 
thing not to bee frequented , bur rather vtterly abhorred, 
though it beamongſt kinsfolkes theinſeJues, Ic was eſteemed 
an indignitic among the Grzcians,to kifſe any maidthar was 


aot in bloud or affinitie allyed vnto themzas it manifeſtly ap- 
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withall.Frtfn hence it was, that Pom- Sabeli. 


b) 


Of ldleneſic. The Theatre of 


246 
Valer.ltb. 
C4Þ,5- 


De ciuitat.Dc). 
(lib.21« 4p. 11. 


GeneE745. 


2.5am.20.9+ 


[1 -Sam,1o. 


Inſt. Apolog-2., 
Teri. 


Prou,7e! J. 


peareth by the earneſt ſuir and requeſt ofthe wife of Pie. 
ts the Tyran of Athens, to put ro death a yong man for kiſ. 
ſing her daughter in the ſtreets, as he met her,alchough he was 
nothing bu: loue that moued him thereto. Saint Auguſtine 
alſo aftirmcrh, That he which wantonly kiſleth a woman that 
1s not his wite, deſerueth the whip. Ir is true, that theholy 
Scrip:ure often mentioneth kiſſing, buteither betwixt father 
and childe,or brethren or kinsfolkes, or at leaſt in mannerof 
ſaluration berwixt oncanother of acquaintance, according to 
the cultome of the people of God : and ſomerimes alſo it is 
mentioned as a token of honor and reuerence,which the ſub- 
ject pertormeth to his ſuperior in this ation. In the former 
ages Chriſtians vſed to kille alſo ; burſo, that it was euer be- 
ewixt parties of acquaintance; and in ſuch ſort, that by this 
manner of greeting they teſtified tocach other their true and 
ſincere charitic, peacc, and vnion, of heart and ſoule in the 
Lord. Such chearings and louing embracings were pure and 
holy, not laſciuious and wanton, like the kuſes of prophane 
and leacherous wretches and ſtrumpers, whereof Solomon ma- 
keth mention. 

Furthermore, cuery man ought to ſhun all meanes and oc- 
calions which may induce or enticethem to vncleanenelle ; 
and amongſt the reſt eſpecially Idleneſle, which cannot chuſe 
bur be as it were a widedoreandpatlage for manie vices to 
enter by, 8s by experience wee ſee in thoſethat occupie them- 
ſclucs about no good nor profitable exerciſes, but miſpend 
cheir timeintrifling anddoing nothing,and their wits cither 
vpon vaine and fooliſh conceics to the hurtof others, or vpon 
laſciuious and vnchaſte thoughts, to their owne overthrow z 
whereas onthe contrarie, to them that arc well emploicd ei- 
cher in bodic or mind,no ſuch thing betiderh ; whereforc wee 


 oughtto bee heere aduertiſed euerie one of vs to apply our 
clues to ſome honeft and ſecmely trade, anſwerable to our di- 


uersand (cuerall eſtates and conditions, andanotto ſuffer our 
ſcluesto be oucrgrowne with Idlcnelle, leſtthereby wee fall 
iro miſchiefe ; for whom the aduerſaric (chatmalicious and 
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wicked one) findeth in thatcaſe,hee knowes well how ro fir 425 
them to his purpoſe,and co ſetthem abour filthic and permi- | 
tious [cruices, 
'  Nextto idlenctle, the coo much pampering the bodie with 
daintie and much food is to beeſchewed : for like as a fat and 
well fed horſe winceth and 'kicketh againtt his rider, fo the 
pampered fle{h rebelleth againſt God and a mans ownelelfe. 
This fulnelle of bread, and abundance of fleſhly delights, was 
the cauſe of the deftrution of Sodome and Gomorrha: and Ezech. 16. ,9. 
therefore our Sauiour to good purpoſe warneth vs, to take 
heed co our ſelues, that wee be not opprelled with ſurfetting Luke 21.34. 
and drunkenneſle :and the Apoſtle, to take no thought for 
the fleſh to fulfill the luſts thereof, bur ro walke honeſtly,vor Rom 3.13 
beeing gwen to gluttonie and drankenneſſe, chambering, and | 
wantonxeſſe : and in anotherplace, not to bee drunke with Epticſ. 5 
wine;wherein is excelle : for beſides the-lolle oftimeand miſ- 
pence of goods, the gricuous diſeaſes and pangs of the bo» 
die, and dulling and beſotting ofthe wit, which ſpring trom 
intemperance,many other great cuils depend and wait chere- 
on ; a8 whoredomes, adulteries,. vncleannelles, quarrels, de- 
bates, murders , with manic other ſuch Jike diſorders and 
muſchicfes. | 
Noah,that holy Patriarch,by drinking too much wine,not Cea.s, 
onely diſcouered his owne ſhame, but alſo was the occaſion of 
chat crueli curſe which the Lord ſent vpon the poſteritie.of 
Cham, which euento this day lyeth heauie yponthem. 
Let, though he hated the finne of Sodome;and eſcapedthe G.,. 9; 
puniſhment of Sodome, yet being ouereome withthe wine of | 
the mountains,he committed inceſt with his own daughters, 
and-madea new Sodome of his owne famnly. 
Balthaſar, rioting and reuelling amongſt his.pots, had nan.;. 
the end both of life and kingdome denouncedagpainft him, . 
by a bodiletic hand-wricing vpon the wall, the Lords \de= 
cree, Whileſt Holofernes beſorted his ſences with exceſle of 199ith 13- 
wineand gaod cheare, /udirh found meancs to cut off his 
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The Emperours Scptimin Senerin,and loninianr died 


with cating and drinking too much, 

Likewilc acertaine African called Doyirize, ouercharged 
his ſtomacke with ſo much tood at ſupper, that hee died 
therewith. 

Gregorie of Tours reporteth of Chi/dericke a Saxon, that 
glutted himſcltc ſo full of meat and drinke ouer night,that in 
the morning he was found choked in his bed, 

In our memorie there wasa Prieſt in Rouergne,neere Mi. 
lan,that(dining witha rich farmer for his yeres dinner)chee- 
red himſclfe ſo well,and filled J1is bellie [o tull, that it burſt in 
two, and he died ſuddenly. 

Alexander the Great hauing inuited many ofhis fauorits 
and captaines to ſupper, propounded a crownein reward to 
him that ſhould drinke moſt : now the greateſt drinker ſwal. 
lowed vp foure ſteanes of wine, and woon the price, being in 
value worth {ix hundred crownes;but loſt his life(a jewell of 
greater worth) for he ſuruiued not three dayes after the vile 
excelle : beſides, the reſt that ſtroue with him in this goodly 
confli& of carouſing, one and fortic of them died to beare 
him companie, 

The ſame Alexander was himfelfe ſubje&tto wine,and ſo 
diſtempered diuers times therewith, that hee often ſlew his 
friends at the table in his drunkennelle, whom in ſobrictiche 
loued deereſt, | 

Plutarch telleth vs of Armitas and Ciranippus,two Syra- 
cuſians,thac being drunke with wine, committed inceſt with 
their owne daughters. 

Cleomener, King of Lacedemonia, becing diſpoſed to ca- 
rouſe after che manner of theScythians, drankeſo much,that 
he became,and continued euer after,ſenceleſle. 
 Anacreon the Poet,a grand conſumer of wine,and anota- 
ble drunkard, waschoaked with the huske of a grape. 

The monſtrous and riotous excelſes of diuers Romane 
Emperors (as Tiberins by name,who wasa companion of all 


drunkards)is ſtrange to be heard, aud almoſt incredible _ 


Gods Tudztments. 


b:!czued: he loued wineſo wel, thar in ſtead of Tiberins they 


[0 > 


called him B:berizs, andin ftead of Claudine,( aldiws,and 1n- 
ſtead of Nero, Hero ; noting by thoſe nicxnaines, how great 
2 drunkard he was, 

The Earle of Afprernom (after hee had by infinite excelle 
exlauſted all his {ſubitinc-) being vpon a day at S. Michael, 
dranke ſo exce{tnely,tharle died there;vith. 

Cyrill:zs a citifen of Hippon,had an vngracions ſonne,who 
leading a riotous and luxurious life , in the middeſt of his 


drunkennelle kitſed his one niother great with childe, and Payi:;.. 7; 2: 
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hisfacher, thu ſougit to reſtraine his furie, and would haue <<. 1. 


rauiſhed his {iter had ſhe not eſcaped from him with many 
wounds. | 


Bonoſus the Emperour 1s reported to hane beene ſuch a F!z#i:5opi/g 


notorious drunkard , that hee was {aid to be borne not to 
{jue , but to drinke: if any Embaſladours came vnto him, 
hee would make themdrunke, to the end to reueale their 
ſecrets: hee ended his Jife with miſerie, even by hanging, 
with this Epitaph, That a tunne, nota man, was hanged un 


that place, 


7Pi!to;trates, being inthe bathes at Sinne{la, deyoured ſo xrartid.lib.11s 
, «3. ' . 
much wine , that hee tel] downe tie ſtaires, and alinolt broke 


his necke with the fal]. 
Zen, the Emperour of the Eaft, was ſonotoriouſly giuen 


ro excetle of mearsand drinkes, that his ſences being benum- 
med, he would ofcen iye as one that was dead: wherefore be- 
ing become odious to all men by his beaſtly qualities, his wife 
Ariadne tell affo in deteftation of him,and one day as he lay 
{encelelle,ſhe tran{vorted him into a tombe, and throwing 2 
great ſtone vpon 1t, pined him to death, nor ſuffering any to 
remooaue the {tone,or to yeeld him any fuccor;and this was a 


juit reward of his drunkennelle. 


Pope Paxlrs rhe ſecond, belide the exceeding pompe of 


apparel] which hee vſed, hee was allo verie carctull for tvs 
throat: for (as Platiza writeth of him) hee delighted in all 
kinde of exauilit dyhes,and delicate wine, and chat in ſuper- 
] | tote 7" 64h 
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Auitic ; by which ummoderate and continuall ſurfeiting hee 
fell into a grieuous Apoplexy, which quickely made an end 
of his life. It is reported of him, that he cat the day before he 
died two great Melons, and that in a very good appetites 
when asthe next night che Lord ſtrucke him with his heauic 
judgement. 
eAlexander the ſonne of Baſilrrzs, and brother of Leo the 
Emperour, did ſo wallow and drowne himſelfe in the pulfe 
of pleaſure and intemperance, that one day, atter he had ſtuf. 
fed himſelte too full of meat, as hee got vpon his hotſe, hee 
burſt a veine within his bodie, whereat vpwards and down- 
wards {ſued ſuch aboundance of bloud, that his lite and ſoule 
iflned forth withall. 
The modernc examples of Gods fearefull judgements vp- 
on drunkards, not onely in other countries, but euen in this 
Nation of ours, are many and terrible: all which if I ſhould 
Rand co report, it would be matter for a whole booke, Our 
reucrend Indges in their ſeuerall circuits do finde by experi- 
ence, that few murthers and manſlaughters are committed, 
which are not from this root of drunkennetle : for when 
mens braines are heat with wine and ftrong drinke , then 
their tongues are let Jooſe ro opprobrious ſpeeches, and 
chence proceed both ſudden quarrels, and deliberate chal- 
lenges, wherewith thouſands are brought ro their vntimely 
ends : Beſides , the Lord puniſheth the Drunkard many 
wayes ; firſt, in his ſoule , with impenitencie and hardnellc 
of heart, which commonly followeth this vice: for as Saint 
Auguſtine ſaith, As by too mach raine the carth is reſolued in- 
to dart, and made vnfit for tillage ; ſo by exceſſine drinking,onv 
bodies are altogether wvnfitted for the [þirituall tillage , and [3 
can bring forth no good fruits of helyneſſe and righteouſneſſe ; 
bat rather like bog ges aud mariſhes,are fit ro breed nothing but 
ſerpents, frogs, and vermin, that is,all manner of abhominable 


ferns and loathſome wichedneſſe, Secondly in his bodie, with 


dctormednelle of feature , filchie diſeaſes, and vnſeaſonable 
death; for exceſſive drinking breedeth crudities, Rheumes, 
1121- 


up. era —w— 
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{1npoſt'rmes, Gouts, Conſumptions, Apoplexies, and ſuch 
I1;c, 1vcreot men periſh before chey are cometo the halfe of 
{27:r narurall yeres: and this 1s one principall cauſe why men 
wc nv {o {hore Jiucd 1m refpeR of that they haue beene 
heezerotore, Thirgly, in his eſtate, for commonly pouer- 
2, yea penurie Foilowerh this vice at the heeles - as Solo 
ma teacheth, Prozerbs 21. 27. And laſtly, with ſudden 
death and deitruction, cuen in the 1ddeſt of their drunken 


A 


firs, as wotull experiencedoth make twani'elt eucry day , and 


# 345 


Concerning Dauncing (he vſuall dependants of feaſts 
and good checre)chere is none of tound judgement that know 
not, that they are dansand allurements ro vncleannetle , and 
as It were initruments of bawdrie : by reafon whereot they 
were al'vayes condemned anzong men of honour and reputa- 
tion, whether Romans or Greekes, and left for viſe and baſe 
minded men to vie, And this may appeare by the reproach 
that Demeſthexes tne Orator gaue to Philip of Macedony and 
his Courticrs, in an Oration to the Athenians, wherein hee 
termed them common dauncers, and ſuch as ſhamed not as 
ſoone as they had glutted cheir bellies with meate,, and cheir 
heads with wine, to fall ſcurrilouſly a dauncing. As for the 
honourable Dames of Rome, truly we ſhall ncuer reade that. 
any. of them accultomedtahemlelues to daunce, according 
to the report of Salut touching Sempronia , whome hee 
wdged to be too finea dauncer and {inger to be honourabLic 
withall: as it theſe two could no more agree than fire ant 
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{icero in his apologie of Aſerevarenearſeth an objeftion 
of Cato againſt his client, wherein he challenged himfor dan. 
cing in Alia z which he maketh a matter of fo great reproch, 
that not daring to maintain or excuſe the faQ,he flatly deni.. 
eth it ; laying, That no ſober and diſcreet man ener would com. 
mit that fault, vnleſſe his ſence andreaſen was bereft him, 
Plutarch alſo ſetting forth the vertves of women, putteth in 
thisamong the reſt,that ſhe oughtto be no dancer : and ſpea- 
king in another placero all others as well as women, biddeth 
them to repulſe eucn their friends,if they ſhould lead and ens 
tice them to that exerciſe, 

Beſides, all the antient Doors of the Church haue viter. 
ly condemned them as vnlawfull : Thou learnet to ſing pro- 
phane and idle ſongs (ſaith Baſil) and forgetteſt the godly 
Pſalmes and Hymnes which were once taught thee:thou _ 
reſt & leapeſt with thy feet in dances(vnwiſe as thou art )when 
as they ſhouldſt rather bend thy knees in prater to the Almigh- 
t1:but what gain is got therby? Marry this,that virgins Yeturn 
robbed of their virginities,and married wines of their troth to 
their hnsbands:both and all,leſſe chaſt than they went, more 
diſhoneſt than they ſhould,if not in att, which peraduenture may 
be , yet ſtained inthought,which cannot be eſchewed. Heare 
(faith Chriſoſtome) you maids and wines which are not aſha- 
zxed to dance and trip it at others marriages,and to pollute your 

ſexes;'whereſoener a laſcinions dance is danced,there the dinel! 
beareth the other part,and i the author of it.lt is better (faith 
Ambroſe):o dig and delue wpon holy daies than to dance, And 
10 another place writing to his ſiſter, he ſaith, That he need not 
care for diſſolute behaniors and ſangswhich are vſed at marrig* 
ges to make him merry withal;forw hen banguets are concluded 
with dances,then is chaſtity in an enil caſe and in great danger 
ro ſuffer ſhipwracke by thoſe ſuſpicious allurements Belides this, 
dauncing hath beene abſolutely forbidden by conſent of the 
whole church of Chriſt before time,vnder pain of excommu- 
nication;as it may appeire by the Conftantinopolitan Coun- 
cel! vnder »/tinian the Emperour; what anſyere can _ 
maKe 
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make then tothis,thar are Chriſtians, and allow of theſe for- 4 3 > 
bidden ſports ? Is it the denying of a mans ſelfe?The ſpiritual 
regeneration? The putting oft the old man touching our con- 
ucrlation in this life ? And if all adulterie and vncleanneſle, Epheſ. 5.4. 
all filthineſſe and fooliſh calking, jefting and ſuch like, ought 
not once to be named amongſt vs, becauſethey are things not 
comely : If I fay it bee notlawfull cojeaſt or ſpeake the leaſt 
Jaſcinious word that is, how ſhall it be lawfull co do an ation 
with the motionand conſent of the whole body,which repre- 
ſentech nochingelte bur tolly,vanitie,& laſciuiouſneſle ? And 
this is for them that demand where dauncing is forbidden in 
che Scripture; which I couch as it were by the way, 2nd doe 
- bur pointat,not minding to frame any long diſcourſethercof, 
ſceing there 15 a particular treatiſe couching the ſame matter, 
which he may read chat deſireth toknow any more touching 
it, Now let vs ſee what goodly fruits and commodities haue 
riſen cherefrom.The daughters of che children of Iſrael being 
dancing in Silo vpon a Rftiuall day, after the manner of the 
vncircumciſed Idolaters, were rauiſhed by the Beniamites for 
ro be cheir wiues, and thatmixtcly without regard of oneor 0+ ludg.1r. 
cher,were they of neuer ſo high or baſecondition. 
Ac the feaſt which Herod the Tetrarch made to the prin- 
ces and captains and nobles of Galilee,the daughter of Hero- 
d:as pleaſed him and his companie ſo well with her dancing, \ are 6, 
chat to pratifie this flthie ſtrumpetthe inceſtuovs T'yran cau- 
ſed /ohx Baptiſt to be beheaded. 
Lodowicks, Archbiſhop of Magdeburge,celebrating a ſo- 
lemnefeaſt at a towne called Caluen, inuited many of the 
worthie citiſens to make merrie with him: the placefor their 
joyalrie was the great hall wherein judiciall cauſes were ap- 
pointed to be diſculſed. Here after the banquer ended they 
tell a dauncing,men and womenmixtly together, ſuch aridi- 
culous roundelay, and ſuch a rain ie what with che 


weight of their bodies, or rather the indignation of God a- 


gainlt chem for this fourrilous and immodeſt behauiour, the 
Ff beames 
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434 beames of che houſe began to cracke and threaten acertains 
ruine z whercat the Archbiſhop atirighted,caught hold by a 
faire dame, and began firſt ro goe downe the ſtayres ; but the 
ſteps afore looſened as foone as he trode ypon them, tumbled 
done, and he and his conſort headlong withall, and were 
cruſhed in pieces. And thus he that was principall of the feaſt 
and ſport , was madean example to all che reſt, of the Lords 
vengeance, becauſe he diſhonored his calling and profeſſion 
by ſuch lewd and light behautour: andthis was one goodly 
etfe& of dauncing. _. 

Chron, Magde- Another weread of in the Chronicles of the ſamecitie to 


Garg: this effe@t,in a village called Ollemer,adjoyning to Stendell : 
As the Popiſh Prieſt played the minftrell co his pariſhioners 
that daunced the morris before him, and rcjoyced in their 
merry May-games, atempelt aroſc,and a chunderbolt ſtrucke 

Y off his right hand, together with the harpe which hee played 


on,and conſumed about twentiefoure men and women of the 
companie :a juſt puniſhment of ſo prophane a Prieſt, whoin 
ſtead of dehorting them (as his dutie bound him) from that 
laſciuious cuſtome,plaied the chicfe part in their imnadnetle,and 
was an inciter of them vnto 1t. 

Morcouer, in many places, by daunces grieuous and ſpite- 
tull quarrels haue beene ſtirred vp, and many murders execu- 
red, theexawples whereof are ſo cuident and notorious, that 
it is not needtull now to ſtand vponthem: ro concludethere- 
Lodoxiccs Fforethis point with the ſaying of Lod»wicus Vines, There 15 
WViIKES, not agreater vanitic in the world than dancing ; for (faich he 

I heardof cerraine men of Alia, that comming into Spaine, 
whenthey firſt ſaw the Spaniards dance, were ſo ſore atfrigh- 
red, that they ran away for fearc, ſuppoſing them to haue been 
cither polletled with ſomeſpirit, or out of their wits at leaſt : 
and truly I thinke if a man had neucr feenea woman daunce 
before, he could hardly be of another judgement, there being 
nothing that reſembleth frenzie and lunacie more than the 
Rrange ſhakings and motions of the boglie at the ys of 4 

eaten. 
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beaten ſhelpe-ckin : verily ic is a paſtime co marke thegraue 
behauiour, the meaſurable march,the pompe and oftentation 
of women dauncers, and the great care they haue to performe 
wiſcly ſo fooliſhan a&tion : 1t 1s verie likely that all their wit 
atthat timeis diſtilled from their head into their feer, for there 
ic is more requiſite and needtull than in their braine, Thus 
much ſaich Lodewtcrns Vines, 

Now touching Mummeries and Maskes, I place them in 
the ſameranke with the other ; forſomuch as they arederiued 
from the ſame fountaine, 'and communicatethe ſame nature, 
and produce the ſame effe&ts , and oftentimes are ſo perniti- 
ous, that diuerſe honourable women haue beenerauiſhed and 
conueyed away by their meanes : nay, and ſome Maſquers 
' hauebecne well chaftiſed in their owne vices : as it happened 
in the reigneof Charles the (ixe,to ſix that masked it toa mar- 
riage at the hoſtle of Saint Pauls in Paris, beeing attired like 
wilde horſes, coucred with looſe flax, dangling downe like 
haire,all bedaubed with greaſefor the fitter hanging thereof. 
and'faſt bound one to another, and inthis guiſe entered the 
hall,dauncing with torches before them : but behold ſudden- 
ly theirplay turned to atragedie ; for aſparke of one of their 
rorches fell into the grealie flax of his neighbour, and ſer it 
immediatly on fire, ſo that in the turning of an handthey 
were all on flame: then gaue they outa moſt horrible outcrie: 
one of them threw himſelfe headlong into a tub of water, 
prouided to rincetheir drinking cups and goblets, and vp- 
on that occafion ſtanding not tarreoft; rwo were burnt co 
death, without ſtirring once from the place : The baſtard 
Foix and the Earle of Touy eſcaped indeed preſent death; 
bur being conucied to their lodgings, they ſurviued not two 
dayes: the king himfelfe beeing one of the {1x,wasſaued by 
the Duchelle of Berry , that couering him with her looſe 
and wide garments quenched the fire before it could ſeiſc 


vpon his fleſh. Froyfſard the reporter of this _—_— fayth, poz.z TR 


That the next morrow euery man could ſay, that this was 
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436 A wonderfull ſgne and aduertiſement ſent by God to the 
King to warne hun to renounce all ſuch fond and fooliſh de. 
uices which hee delighted too much in, and more thanit be. 
came a King of Franceto doe : andthis was the euent of that 
gallant Maſque. 

[: reſtecrh now that wee ſpeake ſomewhat of Playes and 
Comedies,and ſuch like toys and May-games,which haue no 
other vſe inthe world but todepraue and corrupt good man- 
ners, and to open a doore to all vncleannelle: the eares of 
young folkearethere polluted with many filchy and diſho« 
nelt ipeeches,their eyes are there inteed with laſctuious and 
vachaite geſtures and countenances, and their wits are there 
ſtayned andembrued with ſo pernicious liquor, that (except 
Gods good grace) they will euer ſanour of 1t : the holy and 
ſacred Scripture ordained to a holy and ſacred vie, is often- 
times by theſe filthie ſwine prophaned, to pleaſe and tode.. 
I;ghtcheir audience: in few words, there is nothing elſcto'be 
found among them, but nouriſhment to our ſences of fooliſh 
and vaine delights. For this cauſe many of the ſager Ro- 


Tertut. manes, as Naſica and diuers other Cenfors,hindred the buil- 
Groſ. ding of the Theatres in Rome, for an opinion they had,thar 


their ſports and paſtimes which were exerciſed therein,ſerued 
cono other purpoſe but to makethe people idle, effeminate, 
and voluptuous : and belides,the maſters, guiders,and aQors 
of Playes were alwayes debarred as men infamous, from 
bearing anie publike Office or dignitic in the Common- 
wealth. 
| TacGitlibeq, Tiverirs Caſar himſelte,though of moſt corrupt and rotten 
manners and conuerſation, yer in open Senat complained and 
found fault with the immodeſtie of Stage-players, and bani« 
ſhed chem at that ſzmetimeout of Jtalie. When Domitian was 
Fulgoſ, Cenſor,he putout of the Senar a citiſen of Rome, becauſe hee 
Decariofitate, was too much addied to the imitation of the faſhions of 
players and dauncers. And Plprarch ſaith,that weought to 
ſhun all ſuch ſpeQacles, | 7 
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manes noted with infamie,ſhall weehaue their equals in fol- 
lies in better account ? Bafi/callech ſuch ſports and paſtimes, KHoil.4- 
the worke-houſe, forge, and common ſhop of all wicked- 
netle: and therefore Chriſnftome prayeth: and admoniſheth 
che fajchfull of his rimeto abſtaine from frequencing ſuch 
places. S. Auguſtine alſo forbiddeth to beſtow on money Homil.6.im 
vpon tumblers, juglers, and players, and ſuch like. Beſide, 1-c4p Gen< 
by che Conftantinopolican Councell vnder /uftinian,it was ©*51+ - 
inhibiced co be once preſenc at ſuch ſports, vnder the paine of 
excommunication : and chat the ancient Chriſtjans did by 
common conſent not onely condemne bur' alſo 'ytterly ab- 
ſtaine from ſuch paſtimes, it may appeareby the teſtimonie 
of Tertullian, writing to the Gentiles cothis effet : Wee re- Apolog. 
nounce and ſend backe (ſaith he) = and plaies vnto you, as 
to the head and fountaine from whence they were firſt derined : 
wee make no reckoning of thoſe things which wee know were 
drawne from ſaperſtition: we loxe not to beheld the folly of tar- 
ing with chariots, nor the vnchaſtitie of the Theatre, nor the 
crueltie of word-playing , nor the vanitie of leaping, wreſtling, 
and _— but take pleaſure inexerciſes of better report,and 
leſſe hart. 
yanked: how odious and irkeſome in the (ighe of the 
Lord ſuch ſpeRaclesare, and what power and {way the di- 
uell bearcth therein, thejudgement of God vpon a Chri- 
ſtian woman (reported by Terrnlian) may ſufficiently in- Tertul.& '| 
fruR vs : There was a woman (ſayth her) that wene co the *#7 f 
Theatre to ſee a play, and returned home poilefled with an | 
vncleane ſpirit : who being rebuked in a conjuration-for da- 
ring co allaulc one of the faith, that Pre Chriſt; an(we- 
red, that hee had done well, becauſc he found her ypon his 
owne ground. 
The ſameauthour reporteth another example as ſtrange, | 
of a womanalſo that went to ſeea Tragedic ated,to whom ES | 


the night following appeared in a dreame the picture of 2 
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433 ſheer (apreſage of death ). caſting in her ecech, that which 
ſhee had done z and fiue dayes after,death himſelte ſciſcd yp. 

p on her, | 
As touching. wanton ſongs ,-and vnchaſte and ribald 
bookes (chat I may. bc bricte) I will content my (clte onely 
FOR with that which is alleadged by Ludowicus Vines concerning, 
py "_ oy c that matter, The Magiſtrate (faith he) ought to. baniſh out of 
>= pines his dominion all vnheneſt $ nds and Pocmes, and not to ſuffer 
Mal, nonelties to be publiſhed day by day inrimes andBallads,as they 
are : 4s if a man ſhould heare in a citie nothing but fooliſh aud 
ſcarrilous Ditties, ſuch as wonld make euen the younger ſort 
that are well bronght vp to bluſh, and arth's the indignation. 
of men of honour and grauitie : this ought Magiſtrates to pre- 
went, and to diſcharge the people from reading Amadis, Tri- 
ſram,Launcelot due Lake, Mceluſine,Poggius /carrillities,and 
Boccace nouelties ; with a thouſand more ſuch like toyes : and 


thus much out of Vines. 


CHAP. XXXVII. 
Of Theeuts and Robbers. 


RT followesthat weſpeake in the nexr 
& place of ſuch as by their greedic 
B/ couctouſneſſc and vnquenchable de- 
lire of lucre , tranſgrelſe the fourth 
commandement of the ſecond Ta- 
ble; to wit, Thou ſhalt not fteale : 
wherein not onely {imple theft, but 
FE allo Sacriledge is condemned: and 
firſt of ſacriledge. 

Tofkua 7, Into thisſinne fell wretched Achax in the time of Tofhua, 
when in the ſacke of Jericho he ſeccing a Babyloniſh garment, 


with certaine goldand filuer,coucred it and ſtole it away,and 
- hid 


hid it 1n his tent, conhtrarie to the commaundement of the 
Lord: for which cauſeche Lord was offended with his whole 
people,as if they all had been accelſaric tothe crime, and cn 
teebled them ſo before their enemies, that they were beaten 
downeat Hay, and ſhamefully pue to flight : neither was his 
anger appeaſcd, vntill chat the offendanc being divinely and 
eairaculouſly deſcried, was ftoned to death and burnt with 
bis children and all his ſubſtance. 


But to come vnto prophane tories, letys begin with Helio- 7oſephr: 


dorues,Treaſurer of Seleuchrs King of Alia;who by the kings 
commandement and ſuggeſtion of one Simon Gouernour of 
che Temple,came to take away thegold and (iluer which was 
kept in the Treaſuric of the Temple,aad to tranſport it vnto 
the Kings Treaſuric ; whereat che whole Citie of Teruſalem 

uc on ſackcloath,and poured out prayers vnto theLord : ſo 
wo when Helioderus was preſent inthe temple with his ſol- 
diors readie to ſcife vpon the treaſure, the Lord of all ſpirits 
and power ſhewed ſo great a viſion, that hee fell ſuddenly in- 
ro extreme feare and trembling : for chere appeared vato him 
an horle with a terrible man fitting vpon 12 moſt richly 
barbed, whichcame fiercely and ſmote at him with his fore- 
feet; moreouer,, there appeared two, young men, notable in 
ftrength,excellentin beautic, and comely in apparel, which 
ſtood by him on either ſide, and ſcourged him with manic 
ſtripes: ſo that Heliodorms that came in with ſo great a com- 
panie of ſouldiers and attendants,was firucken dumbe, and 
caried out in alicter vpon mens ſhoulders;for his ſtrength was 
ſoabated,that he could nothelpe himſelfe, bur lay deſtitute of 
all hope of recouery,ſo heauy was the hand of God ypon him, 
vntil by the prayersof Ozias the high Prieſt he was reſtored; 
then loe hee confelled, that he which dwelt in heauen had his 
eye on that place,and defended ir from all thoſe that came to 


hurt and ſpolle it. 


Another of this crue was'in Craſſ#s the Romane ; who 1o/epbu, . _ 
encring Higzuſalem, 'robbed the Temple of rwo thouſand *O": 


Ff inj (a= 


_ 
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440 cCalentsofliluer and gold, beſidetherich.ornaments, which 
amounted in worth to eight thouſand Talents, and a beame 
Campoful. of bearen gold containing three hundred pound in weigh; 
Ub. le for which (acriledge , che vengeance of God fo purlued 
him , thar within a while after hee was overcome by the 

Parthians, and together with his ſonne 1laine, his euill 
gotten goods becing diſperſed , and the skull of his head 
beeing made a ladleto melt gold in, that ic might beglut 
red with that becing dead, which aliue it could be neverſfa. 

tisfied with. | ; 5 ts 
Joſephus. Herodfollowing the ſteps of Hircanm his predeceſſor,that 
yy rooke out of the ſepulchre of King Dasidchreethouſand ta. 
Zonar. 4nnal-! Jens of money, thinking to finde the like treaſure, broke vp 
the ſepulchre in the night,and found no money, but rich or. 
naments of gold, which hetooke away with him; howbeitto 
his coft: for rwo of his ſcruants periſhed in the vaule, by adi- 

uine fire,as it 15 reported, and hehimſelfe had ſmall ſuccetle in 

his worldly affaires cuer after. | 
Falian the Apoſtatarobbed the Church of the revenues 
thereof, and rooke away all beneuolences and contributions 
ro ſchooles of learning, to the endthechildren mighenot be 
inſtruged inche Liberal] Arts , nor inany other good litera- 
cure, He exaggercd alſo hisſacriledge with ſcornetull jeafts; 
ſaying, That he did further their ſaluation by making them 
poore; fecing « was written in their owne Bibles, B/efed are 
the poore, for theirs is the kingdome of heauen : but how this 
facrilegioustheefe was puniſhed,is already declared in the for- 
1.46.2.cap.20, mer booke.. | 
Zonarar, Leo Groponywws tooke out of the Temple of Conftancino- 
ple an excellent crowne of gold beſer with precious ſtones z 
which /fanritins had dedicated to the I ord; buc as ſoone as 
he had fer ic on his head,a cruell feucr ſeiſed vpon him,that he 


dicd veric ſhortly. 
Fulgoſ.lib.z; The puniſhment of the ſacriledgeof Queene Yraca in 
cap.z. Spainewasmoſt wonderfull and ſpecdixe;for when ir:tier war 


againſt 


apainſt her ſonne A/phonſer ſhe wanted money, ſhee robbed 
the church dedicated to S, [{dore, and tooke with her owne 
hands the treaſures yp, which her ſouldiers retuſedro do: bur 
erc ſheedeparted out of the church vengeance ouertooke her, 
and ftrogke her dead in the place. Er 
Moreoner, che Lord ſo hatech this irreligious ſin, thee hee 
permitterh the diuell co exerciſe his crueltie vpon the ſpoilers 
of prophanc and Idolatroustemples,as hedid vpon D  yoriſt- 
#1 the Tyran of Syracuſa ; who after many robberies ot holy 
things, & ſpoiling the churches,died ſuddenly with axtreame 
joy,as authorsreport. Heſpoiled the Temple of Proſerpina ar 
Locris,and ſhaued off chegolden beard of &£ſculapixe at E- 
pidamaum;ſaying, It was an vnfeemly thing for Apollo to be 
bcardletTe and his ſonne bearded: he depriued upiter Olym- 


p44 of his golden raiment, and gaue hnn a woollencoat in 


ſtead thereof;(aying ir wastdo heauie for him inthe Summer, 


and too cold in winter,andthatthis was more conuenient for 


both ſeaſons. The pretext ofall his ſacriledge was this , That 
ſceing thegods weregood, whyſhould norhe be'partaker of 
their goodnelle, 0 Bn Es 
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Such another was Cambyſes king of Perſia, who ſent fifry Sabel.l5. x Cay 
thouſand mento rob and deſtroy the templeof /wpiter Ame ff! 04lih.4. 


r9011;but in their journey ſo mightic atempeſt aroſe, that they 
were overwhelmed wich theſand,not one of them remaining 
to cartienewes of their ſucceſle. 


Brenims wasconftrainedtollay himelfe, for enterpriſing Fug lib.1.c.z, 


torob the Temple of Appollo ar Delphos: Philomelus, Onae- 
marchus,and Phayllns, went about the ſame praiſe, andin- 
deed robbedthe Temple ofall che treaſures therein ; bur one 
of them was burned, another drowned,&thethird broke his 
necke ; toconclude,the Athenians pur to death a yong clulde, 


for taking bur a golden plare out of Diana's Templezbur firſt | 


they offered” him ocher jewels and trinkets, whieh when hee 
deſpiſed in reſpect ofthe plare, they rigoxouſly puniflied him 
as puiltie of ſacriledge. oe 


Cardinall #0/{+y being determined tocreR two new Col- Stow Chrag. 
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ledges, one atOxtord,and che otherat Ipſwich, obcained lj. 
cenle and authority of Pope Clemzt the ſeuemth,ro ſuppreſſe 
about the number of fortic monaſteries, co furniſh and ſet for. 
ward the building of his(aid colledge : which irreligious (a. 
criledge (I call it ſacriledge both becauſe he was perſuaded in 
conſcience that thoſe goods belonged tothe church,and (9 to 
him it was ſacriledge z as alſo for that he did it inpride of his 
heart) was furchered by fiue perſons, who were the chicfe in. 
ſtruments of the diſolution of Daintrie Monaſterie, becauſe 
the Prior and Couent would not grant them certainelands in 
farme at their owne price. But what puniſhment enſucd vpon 
them at Gods hand the world was witnelle of: for of theſe 
five perſons, two fell at diſcord amongſt themſelues, 2nd the 
anellewthe other,for the which the ſuruiuor was hanged;the 
thirddrowned himſete in a well; the fourth, being then worth 
two hundred pounds, within three yeares became of 1a 
that he begged vntill his dying day ; and the fifth(called Do- 
Qor Allen) was cruelly maimed in Ireland: The Cardinall 
himſelfe falling intothe kings diſpleaſure, was depoſed from 
his biſhopricke, and dyed nuſcrably : the colledges which hee 
meant to haue madeſo glorious a building,cameneuer toany 
goodeffeR,the oneat Ipſwich being cleane defaced,the other 
at Oxford vnfaniſhed, | 
And thus much ef ſacriledge: Now let ys come ang ſcethe 
puniſhment of ſimple theft, the principall cauſe whereof is 
couctouſneſle ; which is ſo voruly an cuill, and ſo.deep roo- 
ced inthe beart of man,that cuer yer it hath vſed to encroach 
vpon the goods of others, & tokeepe polleſſion of that which 
wasnone of it owne ; breaking all the bonds ofhumanirie, c- 
quitie,andright,withour being contained jn any meaſure or 
meane ; whereof wee haue a moſt notable example in the old 
world before the floud, which (by 4Zoſes report) ouerflowed 
with iniquicie andextortion, the mightic ones 6pprelſed thie 
weake, the greater trode vnder foor the lele, and the rich de- 
uoured the poore. When the Lord ſaw the- generall dejuge of 


Lnne and diſorder thus vniuerſally ſpread(which indeed was 


a ligne 
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a ſigneof great defeftion and contempt vfhim)helike a juſt 
judgethat could not endure theſe monſtrous injquiries, ſeiic's 


deluge of watersamonglt them , by opening the windowes 
of heauen,and'breaking vp thefountains of the great deepes, 
and giuing patlage to the waters both by heauen and earth, 
ſo thar irra;gned torty daies and forty nights withoue ceafing 


and the waters preuailed ypon the earth, and ouercouered the 


high mountaines by fifteene cubites, the earth being reduced 
mto the ſamecſtate which it had in the beginning before the 
waters were tooke away from the face thereof : verily it 
was a moſt hideous and ſad ſpeRacle, to ſee firſt the vallies, 
chen thehils, and laſt the higheſt mountaines ſo ouerflowne 
with water, tharno ſhew or appearance of them might bee 
perceiued; it was adreadfull ſight to behoJd whole houſes, 
tolſed rooand fro yp and downe in the waues,and at laſt to be 
ſhiuered in pieces: there was: not a cittenor village thar 

riſhed not 1n the deepe, not a tree nor-tower fo high ! 2 
could ouerpeere the waters : as they encreafed moreand more 
in aboundance, fo feare, horrour, and deſpaire of ſaferie en- 
creaſed in the heart of euerieliuing ſoule. And on thisfaſhi- 
on did God puniſh thoſe wickedrebels, not at one blow, bur 
by little and little encreafing their paine, that as they had a 


long time abuſed his patience, and madeno reckoning of a- 


wendment, ſo the puniſhment of their ſinne might be long 
and tedious, Now in this excreamitie one could not helpe a- 
nother, nor one cnuie another, butall were concluded vnder 
the ſame deſtrution, all ſurpriſed,aflieged, and enuironed a- 
hike,as well he that roucd 1n the fields,as he that ſtayed in the 
houſes, heerhat climbed vp vnto the mountaincs,as hethat a- 
bode,in rhe vallies, themercilelſe waters ſpared none: it was 


co no purpoſe that ſome aſcended theirhigh houſes , ſonic: 


climbed vpon trees,and ſome ſcaled the rockes, neither one 
nor other found 'any refuge or {afetic in any place, the rich 
were not ſaued by their riches, nor the ſtrong by the pith of 
their ſtrength, bur all periſhed & weredrowned together, ex- 
cept Noah & his fanuly:which puniſhment was corteſponde: 


yuto: 
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vntoche worlds injquitie, for asthe earth was corrupted and 
polluted with abundance of linne,ſo God ſent abundance of 
water to purge and cleanſe away the filthinellethereof, as at 
che latter day he will ſend fire to purifie and refine heauen and 
earth from their dregs, and reſtore them cotheir firſt and pu- 
rclt eſtate, And thus God reuenged theextortion and cruel. 
cie of that -age. | 

But yet forall chis, thoſe ſins were not then ſodefaced and 
root ed vp, bur that they be burniſhed againe andgrowne in 
time to as big a bulke : for cuen at this day thegreateſt part of 
the world is giuento praCtiſe fraud anddeceit, and by vnlay. 
Full meanes toencroach vpon others goods: which ſubriltics 
though they deſire neuer [o to diſguiſeand cloke,yet wilthey 
euer be condemned and reputed kindes of theft before God: 
nowas ſomeare of greater power and authoritie than others 
inthe world, ſo antwerable to. themſelues 1s the _ of 
their ſinnes, and by conſequencethe puniſhment: the greater 
of power,the greater thecues,and the greater judgement; for if 

a pooretmn that through pouerty & neceſlity cutterh a purſe 
or ſtealech any other trifle, be culpable,how much more cul- 
pable ſhall hee that js richbe, that vſurpeth the goods of his 
neighbour 2? | 

Drasothe lawgiuer of Athens, appointed death to be the 
puniſhmene of theft : S9/o» mitigated chat rigor, and puniſh- 
ed it with doublereſticution: The Locrians pur out hiseyes 
that had ftolne ought from his neighbour : The Hetrurians 
ſtoned-them to death: The Scythians abhorred them more 
than all creatures, becauſethey hada communitie of all things 
except their cups: the Vacceians vſed ſuch ſcueritic towards 
thiskind of men,that if one had but taken a handfull of corn, 
he was ſure to die for it, 

HMarcus Faliru being Cenſor, condemned his owne ſon 
Buteocodeath, becing apprehended for theft. Tiberius the 
Emperour puniſheda ſouldier after the ſame manner, for ſtea- 
ling a Peacocke:in ſumme, there was no Common-wealth 


whereinthis finne wasnor highly dereſted, andiharpely pu- 


niſhed, 
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niſed, except the Lacedemonian, where it was permitted and 445 
collerated for their exerciſe of warlike diſcipline. 
 1rwasarath and feuere, yet as it proued a juſt deed of 7m. Theatr. biſtor. 
berline that mightie Tyran and Conqueror of Aſta,when a 
OO0re Womat! complained to h1m of one of his ſouldiers. that 
h2dtaken from her a liccle nulke and apiece of cheeſe without 
aiment,he cauſed theſoldiers bellieto be ripped, to ſee whe- 
cher ſhe had falſely accuſed him or no, and finding the milke 
inhis ſftomacke,adjudged him worthy of that puniſhment, for 
ſtealing froin ſo poore a woman, 
When 7'-:0phil44 raigned Emperor in the Eaſt, there was Zorar.4nnat.z 
a certaine ſoulgier poſlciled of a very gallant and braue horſe 
which his captaine by all mcans poſhble ſought co ger from 
him, but he would not in any caſe part with him ; wherefore 
he put him forth of pay,& tooke his horſe fromhim by force, 
and ſent himfora preſent to the Emperour Theophilzes : now 
ic chanced char this poore ſouldier was ſlain in the bartell for 
want of his horſe , and his wife and children left deftituce 
of ſuccor, infomuch that through neceſlity (1c was conſtrained 
to flie ro Conſtantinople,and to complaine to the-Emperour 
of the 1njurie done vnro her husband; with chis reſolution en- 
tring the city, (ke metche Emperor riding vpon her husbands 
horſe, and catching the horſe bridle,challenged himnot one- 
ly for ſtealing the horſe, bur allo beeing the cauſe of herhul- 
bands death. The Emperour wondring at the womans bold- IT | 
nelſe,examined her morenarrowly, and found out the whole / 
ractiſe of that wicked captaine,whom he baniſhed preſently | 
his Empire, and beſtowed his polleſſion in recompence vpon 
the diftrelſed widow. | 
Ibicurhe Poet beeing (ct vpon by theeues, when hee ſayv 
thatthey would not onely ſpoile him of his money but of his 
life alſo, he cried forhelpe and reuenge to the cranes that flew 
ouer his head : a while fer as theſe murdering theeues ſat to- 
gether in the market place, the ſame cranes appearing vnto 


:heminthe aire,they whiſpered one another 13 cheeare , _ 2 
| fayd, 
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Luther. 


Albert.Cranty' 
{:b.10 cap.7: 


ſayd,yonder flie [5icus reuengers: which though ecretly po: 
ken,yer was ouer heard:(o that they being examined & found 
guiltie, were put to death tor their paines. The like Rorie 
Martin Luther reporteth touching a traueller;only differin 
in chis,that ascranesdeteted the former,ſo crowes laid open 
the latter. 

[n the yere 1384, when as allSaxoniewas ſo infeſted with 
thecues, that no man couldtrauell (ately in the Ccountrey, the 


' Princes calling a Counce), ſer downe this order, That not on. 


Cranty lib. 10. ; 


£4þ,3 O» 


ly the theeues themſclues {ſhould be ſcuerely puniſhed, but all 
that did prote&t or harbour any of them ; which decree when 
as Theodorick county of Weringrode impugned, the bodie of 
the Councell ſent forhim, and adjudged him to a moſt cruell 
and (hamefull death. 
In the yeare 1 410, Heyry duke of Luneburg, a moſt juſt & 
ſeuere prince, went about to purge his country from all thefts 
and robberies, inſomuch as the leaſt offence committed in 
that kinde he ſuffered not to goe vnpunithed : now it hapned 
as the Duke went towards Luneburg, hee ſent before himone 
of his chicfeſt officers to prouidencceſſariesagainft his com- 
ming : who riding without acloake, the wezther being cold, 
entreated a ploughman to lend him his cloaketill his returne; 
which when the clowne refuſed to doe, hee took it without 
leaue, bur it coſt him his lifefor it; forthe ploughman awaited 
the dukes comming, and directed his complaint vnto him on 
this manner: What auaileth it (O noble Prince ) to. ſecke to 
ſupprelſe the courage of theeues and ſpoylers, when as thy 
chiefeſt officers dare commit ſuch things vncontrolled,as the 
lieutenant of Tzela hath but now taken frona me my cloake ? 
The Duke hearing this complaint, and confidering the cauſe, 
difſembled his counſel cill his returne backe from Luneburg 
vnto the ſame place, where calling for his lieutenant, and ra- 
ting him for his injuric, hee commaunded him to bee hanged 
vpona tree, A wonderfull ſeueritic injuſtice, and worthie to 
be commended : for what hope is it to root out ſmall and pe- 
ric 
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tiethecues, if weſuffer grand theeues to goe vncorretted, 

There 1s another kind of chett practiſed of them thar be in 
auchoritie, who vnder title of confiſcation atſume vnto them- 
ſelues ſto]len goods,and ſo muchthe readilyer,by how much 
the value of the chingsamountethto more worth : an action 
alcogecher vnjult , and contrary to both divine and humane 
lawes,which ordaine to reſtore vntoeuerie man his own; and 
cruly hee char in ftcad of reſtitution withholdech the goods 
of his neighbor in this manner,differeth nomorefromathecfe 
than that the one (tealech boldly withour feare,the other tinic- 
_roully and with great danger: and what greater corruption 
of Juſtice can there be than this? For who would follow the 
jaiv vpon a theete, when heknowerh he ſhal ratherrurne into 
furcher charge,than recouer any of his oldlotle ? Beſide this, 
it hapneth chat pooreſmall theeues are often drawne tothe 
whip,or driuen ro baniſhment, or ſent to the gallowes, when 
rich grand theeues lyeat theireaſe, and eſcape vncontrolled, 
albcir che qualirie of their crime befarre vnequall : according 


tothe Poet: 
T he ſimple doe by law is cenſured, 
When rauwenous crowes eſcape wnpuniſhed. 


nimble in pilling others goods, and ſo greedie of their owne 
paine,that the poore peoplein ſtead of being maintained and 
preſexued in the peaccable enjoying of their portions, are 
gnawne to the verie bones amongſt. them : for which cauſc 
ITomer in the perſon of eAgamemnen calleth them deuou- 
rers of men: Likewiſe alſothe Prophet Daxi4 in the (ix- 
ceenth Pſalme calleth chem Eaters of his people: and yer want 
they not flatterers and trencher friencges ( canker wormes of 
2 Commonewealth ) that vrge them forwards , and dcuiſe: 
dayly new kinde of exactions, like horſe-leaches to ſucke 
out the verie bloud of mens purſes ;ſhewing ſo- much the 
more wit and deceit therein , by how much the more they 
hope to gain a great part thereof ynto their ſelues; being like 
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ceaſkra colums- 


The world was ever yet full of ſuch rauenous rauens ; fo bas. 
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Mat.22.21T. 


Rom.13.7» 


Of ouerburdening the The T htatre of 


hungerſtarued Harpeis, that will neuer bee ſatisfied, but Rit1 
ſmacch and catch all that commeth neere their clouches : And 
cheſe arethey that doe good to no man, but hurt to all ; of 
whome the Merchant findeth himfelte agrieued,the Artificer 
troden vnder foot,the poorelaborer opprelled,and generally 
all men endammaged, 


CHAP.XXXVIII. 


Of the exceſſene burdenings of the Comminaltie. 


& Sitis a juſtand approucd thing be. 

} _} fore God, to dochonour and reue- 
rence to kings and princes, & tobe 
ſubje& vnderthemin allobedience: 
ſoit 15arcaſonable and allowable 
duetie to pay ſuch tributes and ſub- 
lidies) whereby theirgreat charges 
———— | and honourable eſtate may be main- 
rained) as by right or equitie are due vnto them : and this is 
alſo commanded by our Sauiour Chrift in expretſe words, 
when he ſaith, Gize wnto (ſar that which is Ceſars, And by 
the Apoſtle Paw/more exprellcly, Pay tributes,render onto af 
men their due:tribute to whom tribute belongeth,aud cuſtom to 
whom cuſtom:Marke how he faith, Grue vntoall men their due: 
and therein obſerue,that kings & princes ought of their good 
and juſt diſpoſition tobe content with their due,and not ſeek 
roload and ouercharge their ſubje&s with vnneceſſarie exa- 
&ions, but to delire to ſee thern rather rich and wealthie,than 
poorcand needie; for thereby commeth no profit vnto then 
ſelues. Further it is moſt vnlawtull for them to exact that a- 
boue mcaſurevpontheir commons, which beeing in medio- 
critie is not condemned: I ſay it is vnlawfuli both by che law 
of God and man (the law of God and man js tearmed all that 
which both God and man allow and agree vpon, and which 
a man 


a man wich a ſafe conſcience may put in praQiſe:)for thefor- 
mer we can haue no other ſchoolemaſter nor jnftruion, ſaue 
the holy Scripture, wherein God hath manifefted his will 
ynto Vs concerning this verie matter z as in Deutcronomie 
che cighteenth, ſpeaking of che office and durie of a king, hee 
forbiddeth them to bee hoorders vp of gold and ſiluer,and c- 
ſpouſers of many wiues,and louers of pride: ſignifying chere- 
by,that they ought tocontaine themſelues within the bounds 
of modeftic and temperance, and not giuerheraines to their 
owne atfe&tions, nor heape vp great treaſures ro their peoples 
detriment,nor to delightin warre,nor to be too much ſubje 
to their owne pleaſures : all which things are meanes of vn- 
meaſurable expence: ſo that if it be not allowable ro muſter 


rogether multitudes of goods, for the danger and miſchiete 


chatenſueth thereof , as it appeareth our of this place; then 
| ſurely is itmuch lefſe Jawtull to leuie excefſtue raxes of the 
people; forthe one of theſe cannot be without the other : and 
thus for the law of God it is cleere, that by jr authoritie is not 
committed ynto them, to ſurcharge, and asit were trample 
downe their poore ſubje&ts, by vauneaſurable and vnſuppor- 
cable impolitions. | 

Asfor that which the Prophet Samnel inthename of God 
giucth noticetothe [ſraclices of,touching the right of a king; 
wherein he ſeemeth to allow him the diſpoſition of the goods 
and perſons of his ſubje&s: I anſwer firſt, That God beeing 
an imimoucable :ruth,cannot contradi&t himſelf by comman- 
ding and forbidding the ſamething ; and ſccondly,thar the 
word of the text 1n the originall ſignifiecth nothing elſe 
but a cuſtome or faſhion, asic appeareth by the 1. Sam. 11. 
1 3.bclides, the ſpeech chat che Prophet vſerh, importeth not 
a commanderment , but an aduertiſement of the ſubjeQion, 
whereuntothe people were about co thruſt themſelues,by de- 
firing a king afterrhe maner of other nations, whoſecuſtomes 
2mongſttheim was co exerciſe authoritie and dominion aſwell 
ouer their goods as their perſons : for which cauſe God 
would haue them foryarned,that they might know how vile 
| WT Go a yoake 
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a yoke they pur their owne neckes vnder, and what gricuoys 
aid croubleſome ſeruitude they vnderiooke, trom the which 
they could no ywayes be delivered, no though chey defired it 
with tearcs, 

Fnrchermore, thata king 1n Iſrael had no power(in righe 
and equirie) to take away the pollcſſtons of any of his (ub- 
jects,and appropriat it to himſelfe, it appeareth by Naboarhs 
refuſal roking 4c26,to giue him his vineyard,though here. 
quelted i: (as it 1nay ſeeme) vpon very reaſonable conditions, 
either for [11s money, or for exchange, ſo that a man would 
thinke hee ought not to haue denied him : howbeit his deſire 
beeing thus crolled, he could not mend himſelfe by his autho- 
ritic, bur fell ro vexe and gricue himſelte, and to champe vp. 
on his owne bit, vntill by the wicked and deteſtable complor 
of lezabel,poore Naboath was falſely accuſed, vnjuſtly con- 
demned,and cruelly murdered ; and then he pur in polleſſion 
of his vineyard : which murder (doubtlelle) (he would never 
haue attempted,nor yet NVabeath euer haueretuſed to yeeldhis 
vineyard, if by any pretence of law they could haue layed 
claime vnto it: but NVaboath knowing that it was contrarie 
ro Gods ordinance, for him to part with his patrimony (which 
he ought moſt carefully to preſerue) would not conſent toſel] 
oucr his vineyard,neither for loue nor money, nor other re- 
compence : and herein heedid but hisdutic,approued by the 
holie Scripture. Now how odious a thing before God che 
oppreſſion of poore people is, it is manifeſt by his owne. 
wordsin the Prophelic of Ezechie/,where he ſaith, Ler it ſuf- 
face,0 Princes of ![rae!,leaxe off crueltie and 9p preſſion,and ex» 
ecute judgement axdingitice : take away your Eexactions from 
my people,and ceaſogo thruſt them from their goods ard herita- 
ges.Now concerning the law of man,which all men agree vn- 
to, becauſe it is grounded vpon reaſon andequitie, wee finde 
no permil{ton giuen to kings to vſethe goods of other men at 
cheir pleaſures ; for that was farre from equirie : neither was 
chereany ſuch libertie beſtowed vpon them, by thoſe that firſt 
in the begining exalced chem to that degree of dignitie: = 

rather 
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racher (as diuers worthie authors auouch) their owne vertues qgx 

and good behauiour which woon chem credit amongſt the Ci; /i6.g. 

becter ſort, inſtalled chem firſt vnto that honour, And erucly 4 legibus. 

chere is nothing more rightfull and juſt in mans ſocietie, than 7*%:4eCinir. 

that euery oneſhould potlelle and injoy that which is his own Mg aunt 

in peace and quietnelle, without diſturbance or violence ; in 

which reſpe& allo, rules of juſtice are eſtabliſhed,called lawes, 

which no good kings will ever ſecke to ſtand againſt. They 

are indecd Lords of the carth,as ſome ſay, and truly ; bur ſo, 

that their Lordihips ſtretch noturcher than right, and pallc 

not the rule of equitic: and notwithſtanding,the proprierie of 

goods and poſleſſton remaineth vntouched. To kings (fairh 

Seneca )percainerh cheſoueraignric ouerall things, bur topri- 7;4,,, .., 5; 

uar men the proprietie, Cebenegeys. 
Tiberius Ceſar being ſolicited by the gouernors of thepro- 

uinces, to lay heauier tributes,and leuic larger ſubſidies from 

his people,made(chougha Painim) this norable anſwer, That 

a good (hepheard ought to ſheare his ſheepe, not to flea them. 

Saint Lews., that good king, amongſt all his ocher wiſeand ;; G4 

yertuous exhortations which hee _ vnto his ſonne before © 

his death,this was none of the leaſtnor laſt ; That heeſhould 

neuer craue any taxe or ſubſidie of his ſubies, but vpon vr- 

gent necellity,and very juſt cauſc;and that if he did otherwiſe 

he ſhould not be reputed for a king,bur for atyran, 


CHAP, XXXIX, 


Of thoſe that haue wſed too much craeltie towaras their 

ſubjefts in Taxes and Exattions. 

% 

== T is cleere then by theſe foreſaid atſumprions, 
N Þ 8 that a king may not impoſe vpon is ſubjets 
8 vamcaſurable taxes and {ubſidies,leſt he make 
i himſclfe guilty of extortion,the root and foun- 
bs, £210 many times of many great miſchiets &1n- 
LE. CONUCNIENCES, 


Of ouerburdening the The Theatre of 


432 


1*'Kin.12-. 


Plutarch. 
fe Reg. 


Frog lib.2 1, 


niences,and in very deedfrom whence oftner changes (edici.. 
ons, and ruines of Cammon-wealths haue proceeded, than 
from any other cauſe belide. 

What hapned to Ro6oam King of Ifracl,for ſhewing him= 
ſelfe roo rigorous on this behalte ro his ſubjects, but the defe. 
tion ofthe greater parc o his kingdome trom him ; for bee. 
ing come to che Crowne after che death of his father S9/omoy, 
when the people came and made aſupplication to him), tobee 
eaſed from his fathers burdens, hee (deſpiſing the counſel] of 
his ſage and ancient Counſeliours, and following thegiddie 
aduice of his young companions) gaue thema moſt (harpe 
and ſowrereplie ; ſaying, That if his father had layed a heauic 
yoke vpon them,he would encreeſe it ; and if he had chaſtiſed 
them with rods,he would correct them with ſcourges; which 
when they of Iſrael heard, they reuolted from him (all ſaue 
theewo tribes of /uda and Beniamin) and ſtoned to dex his 
Collefors, and choſe them another King to rule ouer them, 
Thus Roboam was depriued of ten parts of his kingdom tho- 
row his owne vnaduiſed.tyrannie,and fled all amaſcd vntole- 
ruſalem, where he liuedall his daycs without recouerie of the 
ſame. 

Achers king of Lydia was hanged vp againſt a hill, and 
his head throwne into ariuer running by, becauſe of the great 
ſudlidies which he exaced of his people. 

Dioxy/ius, the firſt of that name, a notorious andrenow- 
ned tyran, not onely in regard of his exceeding cruelcie, but 
alſo ofhis vnjuſt rackimgs & exations, was ſo violent in that 
practiſe of ph, wrong, that albeiche well knew the grictes 
and vexations of che people, that ceaſed not to complaineand 
lament their caſe continually, yer hee diminiſhed not their 
burdens, but mulciplied them moreand more,and ſucked and 
gnevv our all that ever hee could, vntill hee left chem naked 
einptic, and delpoyled ; To conclude,this grand theeſe, chat 
durlt not crult his wife nor o'wne daughters, atter he had been 
diſcomficed by the Carthaginians, was ſlaine by his ſeruants. 


| Ofthe Romance Emperonrs that moſt vexed the Cone 
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naitie withtributes and taxes, theſethree were chiefe, (a/igu-= 453 
la,Nero,and Caracalla; ot whom this Jatter did moſtpill and 

pull che people,and would often ſay,Thar the gold and ſiluer Diox- & Xiph. 
of the kingdome perrained in right to none bur him. Beeing 
reprooued of his mocher at atime,for his immoderat and ex- 

celſive expences ; ſaying, That there wasalmoſt not ſo much 

more treaſure ett as hee had alreadie{pent , hee made her this 

anſwer, Thatſhe ſhould rake no care for that; for aslong as 

hishand was able to wield his {word (which hee held naked 

before her) he would not want mony.This is the ſword which 

many now adayes (after the example of Caracalla)hauetaken 

vp,to cut out(by force and yiolence)a way to their own wils, 

and to cut thethroat of equitie and juſtice,and to compel! the 

poore peopleto forgoetheir goods, and ſurrender them into 

cheir hands : Now how odious and hatefull theſe three were 

made vnto the people by their own wicked demeanors, their 

miſerable ends doe ſufficiently teſtifie; which wee haue alrea- 

dic before mentioned, and meane afterward more at large to 


ſpecake of, : = 
The Emperour C onſtance, lonneto { onſtantine, whoſe fa- Falgligeg.(4.4 


cher was Heracliuzs, comming ata time out of Greece into 
Rome,abodethere but fiue dayes;bur in that ſhort ſpace com- 
mitted ſo much outrage inranſacking the temples 2nd other 
publike places,and carrying away ſo many rich ornaments & 
pictures (whereof thoſe places then abounded) that in mans 
remembrancens forraine barbarous enenne, hauing taken the 
citie by force o7 war,cuer went away with the like ſpoile : be- 
ſides,heedid ſo opprelle the allyes and tributaries ofthe Em- 
pire (and chietely theS1cihans) with taxes and impoſts, that 
many of ther were conſtrained to fell cheir children for mo. 
ney to ſatisfiz his extortion : and by this means ke ſcraped to- 
gether an iniinir malſeof rapins and euill gotten goods ; bur 
enjoyed the {weer of them not verie long ; for very ſoon after 
he was murdered by his owne men of war, in his returne out 

of Sicilie :and all that ſpoile which he had vnjuſtly ſurpriſed, 

was ſuddenly taken and tranſported into Africa by the Sara- 
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ſens that thenenhabited the citie Panorme. 

Lewis: the eleuenth, King of France,after he had overchay. 
ged his ſubjects with roo gricuous burdens of payments and 
raxes,fcl intoſucha timerous conceit and feare of death,as ne. 
uerany man didthe like; heatcemprted all means of auoidin 
or delaying the ſame ; as firſt during his (icknetle he gaue his 
Phyſician monthly ten thouſandcrownes, by that meanes to 
creepe into his fauor: wherein he,being in all other things a 
vericniggard and pinch-pennie,ſhewed himfelfe on theother 
ſide more than prodigall:nextheſentinto Calabriafora Her. 
rnit reported tobea holy and deuout man,to whom at his ar- 
riuall, he performed ſo much ducie and reuerence,as was won - 
derfull and vnſcemely: for hethrew himſelfe on his knees,and 
beſought him to prolong his decaying life,as if he had beene 
a god,and not a man: bur all cthathe could do was to no pur- 

oe ;no nor thereliques which Pope Sexrm ſent him to by- 
Fe himſelfe withall,nor the holy viall of the Rheimes which 
wasbrought him,could proroguethis lifeofhis,nor priuiledge 
him from dying adiſcontent and vnwilling death: heſuſpe- 
ed the moſt part of his neereſt atrendants,& would notſuf. 
fer them to approch vnto him in his ſicknes:after he had thus 
prolonged the time in hope, and yerftill Janguiſhed in cx- 
rreame diſtretle of his diſcaſe, it wasat length told him in all 
ſpeed, chat he ſhould nor ſer his minde any longer ypon thoſe 
vaine hopes, nor vponthat holy man, for his time wascome, 
and hee muſt needsdye. And thus hethat during his raigne 
ſhewed himſelfe rough and crucll co hisſubjeRs, by troonuny 
and heauic impoſitions, was himſclfe in his latter end thus 
roughly and hardly dealt withal}. 

Chr:ſtiern cthecleuenth, king of Denmarke, Norway, and 
Suecia,after the deathof king ſo» hisfather,raigned,the yere 
of our Lord 1514,and was tco intollerablcin impoſing bur- 
densand caxes vpon hisſubie&s;for which cauſe che Suecians 
reuolted from his gouernment : whome though after many 
bartels and (ieges hee conquered, and placed amongſt them 
his garriſonsto keeperheminayve, yer oraled they not tore. 
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belt againſt him,and that by the inſtigation of a meane Gen» 455 
cleman,who verie quickly got footing into the kingdom,and 

olſciſed himiſelfe of the crown and goucrnment. Now { br:- 
tern hauing loſt this prouince,and being alſo indiſdaine and 
hatred of his own countrey,and fearing leſt this inward heat 
of ſpight ſhould growto ſome flame ot danger to his life, ſce- 
ing chat the inhabitants of Lubeck conſpiring with his vncle 
Frederick,began to take armesagainſt him,hefled away,with 
his wife(liſter tothe Emperor (Varles the fifth) and his yon 
children,to Zealand,a prauince of the Emperors,after he ha | 
raigned nine yeares: after which che Eſtates ofthe realine(ai- 
ded by them of Lubeck) ailembling togerher,exalced his vn- 
cle Fredericke,prince of Holſatia(choughold and antient) to 
che Crownezand publiſhing certain writings, addreſſed them 
co the Emperor and the Princes of hisempire,to render a rea« 
ſon of their proceeding,and to make knowne vntothem vp- 
on how good conliderations they had depoſed and baniſhed 
Chriſtter», for the tyrannic which he excreiſed among theme 
Tenycresafter this he got together a new army by ſea,in hope 
eo recouer his loſes, but contrarie to his hope hee was taken 
priſoner, and in captiuitic miſerably ended his daics. 

Henry king of Succia waschaſed from his ſcepter for enter- y;/.Git.vel.xy 
prilingto burden his commons with newcontriburions:thoſe Eo el 
chat were deuiſers of new taxes and tributes, for the moſt part 
eucr loft cheir liues in cheirlabors: for proofe whereof let the 
example of Parchenus or Porchetes | oos ; Who for giuin 
counſel to king Theodeber: couchingtherailing of new ſubl1- 
dies, was ſtoned to death by the multitude, in the City Tricues. 

Likewiſc was George Preſquon cruelly put todeath by the 
people, for perſuading and ſetting forward Heprie of Suecia, 
co the vexation and exaQtion of his ſubjects. 
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8 //7ulphus the nineteenth King of 
Lumbardie, was not onely a moſt 
cruel tyran,bur allo a grieuous op. 
preſſor ofthis ſubje&ts with taxes & 
exactionsgfor heumpoſed this vpon 
eucrie one of them,to pay yearely a 
noble for their heads : againſt this 
| -man Pope Stephen prouoked king 
Pepinof France, who comming with an armie drouethe ty. 
ran inco Tycinum, and conſtrayned himto yecld to partiall 
conditions of peace, Howbeit Pepiz was no [ ooner gone, but 
he returnedto his old bias;wheretorethe ſecond time he came 
and droue.him to as great extreamitie ; infomuch as another 
peace was concluded: after the accompliſhment whereof, per- 
uerle Ait#{ph till vexing hisſubjeRs, was plagued by God 

with an apoplexie,and ſodied. ies 
@onarive:-. . luſtinianthe Emperour,as he was profuſe and exceſſiuein 
F ſpending,ſo was he ummoderate and inſatiable in gathering 
rogecher riches, for heeexcrciſed his wit in deuiſing new tri- 
butes and paiments, and rejoyced his heart in nothing more 3 
for which cauſes there aroſea grienous ſedition ar Conſtanti- 
nopleagainſt him ; wherein not onely the excellent and fa- 
mous monuments ot the Empire were burned, bur alſo fortie 
rhouſand men flaine 3 and this was no ſmall puniſhment for 
his oppreſſion. | 
Eraſ.in lingua. AtParis there isto beſecne inthe corne marker, acertaine 
monument hard attheimouth of the common linke, which 
conueyerh away all the filch out of the Cie :the occaſion 
whereof is reported to bethis: A certain courtier ſceing the 
king ſad and melancholy for want of trealure.counſelled him 
£0 exact of Eueriecountriman that brought ware into the city 
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but one pennie, and chat bur for two yeares cogether: which 


when the King pur in praQtiſe, and found the exceeding 
commoditiethereot, he not onely continued thattax, but al- 
ſo invented divers others, tothe great dammage of the Com- 
monwealth,and enriching of his owne treaſurie. Wherefore 
he that pur it firſt into hishead, when hee ſaw that he had not 
ſo much auchoricie in ditſuading,as he had in perſuading it,to 
rake puniſhment of hamſelte for that inconſiderate deed, and 
to warne others from attempring the like, hee commanded 
by his celtament, that his bodie ſhould be buried inthat com- 
mon linke, to bee an example of exaCtion and the filchineile 
chereot, | | 
Barnabe, Vicount of Milan, by thereport of Pan/ns Tonires 
was an vnconſcionable oppretJor of his ſubjc&s and tenants: 
for hee did not onely extort of chem continuall impoſts and 
payments, but enjoyned chem to keepe cueric one adogpyge : 
which if they came to any miſhap, or were cither too far or 
eo0 leane, the keeper was ſure to bee beaten, or at leſt ſome 
fine to be fer on his head. This Tyran was taken by [ohn 
Galeacins, and after ſeuen moneths impriſonment poyſoned 


to death. 


Archigallo, brother to Gorborniznzes 1n nature,though Vne 1 2729uet: 


like in conditions (tor he was a good prince, whereas this was 
a tyran) was crowned king of Britain in the yere of che world 
3671 : we may wellplace him in the ranke of oppretlors ; for 
hedepoſedthe noblemen, and exalted cheipnoble ; he extor- 
ied from men their goods, to enrich his creaſure; for which 
cauſe the Eſtates of the realine depriued him of his royall dig- 


nicie,and placed his yonger brother Elydurm in his roomeat- 


terhee had reigned fue yeares. 


Hardihnitts king of Denmarke,after the death of Harold 7 fame. 


was ordained King of England, in the yeare of our Lord 
1041. This King as hee was ſomewhat cruell (tor he cauſed 
the bodic of Faro/d to betakenyp our of the Sepnchre, and 
{miting oft-hishead,to becaſt ou: inco the river Thames, be- 
caulchec had injured his niother Emma when he'was aliuc:) 
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ſo hee was burdenſome to his ſubjefts in tributes and ex. 
ation : for which cauſe growing into hatred with God 
and his ſubjeRs, hce was ſtrucken wirh ſudden death, noe 
without ſuſpicion of poyſoning, alter he had raignedthree 
cares. 

N William Rafus, ſecond lonneof Wikliamthe Conquerour, 
ſucceeded his facher, as in thekingdome of England, fo in 
diſpolition of nature ; for they were both cruel, vaconſtant, 
Is, couetous, and burdened their people with vnreſaonab 
raxes ; inſomuch, that what with che morreine of men by pg- 
ſtilence,andthe oppreſſions of them by exa&tions, the tillage 
of the earth was put off tor one yeare, becing the yeare 1099, 
whereby enſued great ſcarcitie the yeare following hroagh, 
out all the land: bur forthe oppreſſion #/1ll;am was juſtly pu- 
niſhed by ſudden death,when becing at his diſport of hunting 
hee was wounded with an arrow glauncing from the bowof 
Thrill a French knight, andſohis tyrannie and life ended 
together, 

And here is further to be noted, that the place wherethis 
King was ſlaine,was called New Forreft;in which ſame place 
Richard ghe Couſin germaneof King Yil;am,ſonne to Duks 
Robert his brother, was likewiſe (laine, This New Forreſt was 
made by F:Hiam the Conquerour their facher who, plucked 
downeand depopulated diuers townes and churches the com 

alle of chirtie mules about, to make this a foreſt for wilde 
beaſts :a moſt beaſtly linne, yea a bloudie crying finne, too 
too much practiſed 1n theſe dayes, andthat by great perſons, 
that make no conſcience to turne townes into paſtures, and 
men into ſheepe: bur let allchem behold che juſt vengeance 
of God vpon this kings poſteritie : for when men either cans 
not or will not reucnge, then God reuengeth cicher in them 
or their poſteritie, 

Inthe yeare 1 548, the commons of Guyenne, Santonge, 
and Augoulemois fell into a great rebellion, by reaſpn of the 
extortions of the Cuſtomers and Farmers of Salt: the Rebels 
in afeiy weekes grew tothe number of fortic thouſand men, 
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and with extreamefurie put to theſword all that they conld 
take, notwithſtanding the King of Nattarre ſought by all 
meanesto appeaſethem. Abour the ſame time the commons 
of Gaſcoigne roſe in diuers places, vpon the ſame cauſes, 
and notwithſtanding all that the Lord of Monneins, che 
Kings Licurenant,and all other officers could doc,they made 
agreat ſpoile of many honourablehoufes, and maſlacre of 
much people: infomuch, that the Lord of Monncins him- 
ſelfe was ſlaine by them, whileſt hee was making an Oration 
ro them to pacihe their rage; bur at length theſe rebels were 
ſuppretſed by Francis of Lorraine, Earle of Aumale, and 
eAnne of Mommorancye, high Conftable of Fraunce,and 
the chiefe ringleaders and Capraines of them executed ac- 
cording to their deſerts. La Vergne was drawne in pic- 
ces by foure horſes: L*EfFonnac, and the two brothers of 
Sawlx, had their heads cut off : Talemoigne and Gale- 
fere , the two Colonels of the Commons , were broken 
vpon the Wheele, beeing firft crowned witha crowne of 
burning yron , as 2 puniſhment of che ſoueraigntie which 
they had vſurped. Thus the Lord puniſhed both the one 
and the other, and the one by the other ; the exaQors for 
their oppreſſion, and the tumultuous Commons for. their 


rebellion, 


Neither doth che Lord thus puniſh oppreſſors themſclues Languer- 


but alſo they that cither countenance,. or hauing autho- 
ritie, doe not puniſh the ſame ; as it appeareth by this 
example following, . In the yeare of our Lord 475, 
there liued one Corrann a King of Scots 5 who though 
hee gouerned the people in peace and quietnefle a long 
ſpace , and was indeed a good Prince, yet becauſe his 
Channcelio Tomſet ved extortion and exa&tionamong(t 
his ſubjeQs, and hee beeing aduertiſed chereof , did nor 
puniſh him, hee was ſlaine traitcrouſly by his owne ſub- 
jects. © OR 
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armed with clubs and ſtaues;who joyning withthe Iſlanders, 
by a generall conſent ranne vponthe officers of the Cuſtome, 
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In this whole E 


chapter note” 
the nature of 
Ambition, 
and the fruits 
thercofe 


I: is not ynworthic to be noted, how Edward the third king 
of England, proſpered a long whale 1n the warres apainſt 
France,and got many worthic and wonderfull viQories: but 
when Prince £dwara, ſonne vnto the aforeſaid Edward, after 
conditions of peace concluded, began to ſet taxes and impo- 
{icions vpon the councrey of Aquitaine,then did King Eg. 
wards part begin to incline, and che (1 uccelle of warre, which 
the ſpace of fortie yeares neuer forſooke him, now frowned 
vpon him, ſo that hee quickly loſt all thoſe lands which by 
compoſition of peace were granted vnto him, 


CHAP, XLI. 


of ſuch as by force of armes hane either taken away, 
or would haut taken away, the goods and 
lands of other men, 


I Ow if they that oppretle their ſub- 
& jets, and deuour them in this man- 
ner be found guiltie, then muſt they 
needs be much more, that are carried 
withthe wings of cheir owne hungry 
ambicious delireto inuade their Jands 
and Seigniories,attended on with an 
infinite retinue of pillages,ſackings, 
ruins of cities and people ; which are 
alwayesneceſſarie companions of furious vnmercifull ware. 
Thereare no flouds ſo broad, nor mountaines ſo ſteepe, nor 
rockes ſorough and dangerous, nor ſea ſolong and furious, 
that can reſtrainetheraſh and headſtrong deſire of ſuch gree- 
die minded Sacres: (o that if their bodie might be proportio- 
ned to the ſquare and greatnefle of their minds, with the one 
hand they would reach the Eaſt,and with the other hand the 
Weſt (as it is ſaid of A/exnder -) howbeit hereof they _ 
an 
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and gloric no lefſe than they that tooke delight to be ſurna- 


med Cirie-{poylers: others burners of Cities z ſome conque- 
rors, and many Eagles and Faulcons, ſecking as it were tame 
by inAamie ; and by vice, ecernitic. But to theſe men it often 
commeth to palle, that cucn chen when they thinke to ad- 
vance their dominion, and to ſtretch their bounds and fron- 
tiers furcheit,they aredriuen to recoylefor feare of being dif- 
polletſed themſclues of their own lands and inheritances : and 
cuen as they dealt with others rigoroully and by ſtrength of 
weapons , lo [hall chey bee themſelues rehandled and dealc 
wichall atter che ſame meaſure ; according to the word of the 
Prophet denounced againſt ſuch as they : Curſed be thou that 


[poileſt and dealet wnfaithfully; when thou haft made an end of 


{þailing others,thou thy ſelfe ſhalt be ſpoiled;and when thou haſt 
done dealing traiterouſly,then treaſon ſhal begin tobe prattiſed 
againſt thee, Andthis curſe moſt commonly neuer fltech ro 
{eiſe ypon cheſe great Theeuesand Robbers, or at leſt vpon 
their children and ſucceſſors ; as by particular examples wee 
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(hall ſee,after we haue firſt ſpoken of « Adernias, who not con- 1.King.12. 


rent with his owne eſtate of being a Kings ſonne, which God 


had allotted him, went abour co get the Crowne and King- Treaſon, 
domefroim his brother So/omoy, to whom by right it apper- (ib.z cap. 3+ 


cained (for God had manitelted the ſame by che mouth of his 
father Dand) but both kee and his aſſiſtants,for their ouer- 
bold and raſh entzrpriſe,were juſtly by So/omer puniſhed with 
death, 


Craſſ« king of Lydia was the firſt that made warre againſt Hered. 


Ephelus, and that ſubdued the Greekes of Alia : to wit, the 
Phrygians, Miyftans, Chalybeans, Paphlagonians , Thraci- 
ans, Bychinians, Ivnians, Dorians, Xolians, and Pamphili- 
ans,and made them all cributaries vnto him:by means where- 
of hee _ growne exceeding rich and puillant, by the de- 
triment and vndoing of fo many people, vanted and gloried 


in his greatnelle and power, and euen then chought himſelte 
che bappielt man in the world, when moſt miſerie and aduer- 
icie,griete and diſtrelle of his eſtareand whole houſe, _— 
che 
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ched neereſt : for firſt and formoſt one of his ſonnes that wa; 
deere vnto him,was by ouerſ1ght (laine at the chaſe of a wilde 
Bore : next himiſelfe hauing commenced warre with (ru, 
was oucrcome 1n battell, and belieged in Sardis the chiefe 
Citie of hiskingdome, and ar laft taken and carried captiue 
ro (574, deſpoaled of all his late glorie and dominion, And 
thus Craſſis (as ſaith Plntarchaicer Herodeties )bore the py. 
niſhment of the offence of his great grandfather Grges : who 
being but one of King ( andanles attendants, (flew his maſter, 
and vſurped the crowne at the prouoken.ent of the Queene 
his miſtre{ſe, whome he alſo tooke to be his wife: And thus 
this kingdome decayed hy the ſame meancs by which it firſt 
cncreaſcd, 

Polycrates the Tyran was onethat by violence andtyran- 
nous meanes grew from a baſe- conditiqn to an high late; 
for becing bur one of thevulgar ſort in the Citie Samos,kee 
with the aſſiſtance of fiftreene artned men' (eiſed vpon the 
whole Citie, and made himſelfe Lord of it : which diuiding 
into three parts, he beftowed two of them vpon histwo bre- 
thren, bur not for perpetuitie; for cre long the third part of 
his vſurpation coſt the elder of them the beſt part of his life, 
and the younger his libertie, tor he chaſed him away, that hee 
might be ſole polle(ſorof the whole Iſland, After this,hee in- 
uaded many other Iſlands, beſides many cities in rhe ſame 
land: hee railed the Lacedemonians from the ſiege of Sa- 
mos, which they had begirt ; and when he ſaw thar all things 
fell ourſo well tohis owne with, that nothing could bemore, 
fearing ſo great proſperitic could not but carrie in thetayle 
ſome terrible ſting of aduerſiticand miſchance, attempted by 
voluntarie lotlc of ſomething of value to preuent the miſ- 
chiefc which he feared to enſue; and this by che aduice of his 
deere friend and allie (the King of Zgyprt) therefore hee 
threw a ring which hee hadin great price, into theſea, tothe 
endto delude Fortune (as he ig. thereby : bur the ring 
wasafcer found ina fiſhes bellic, and offered as a preſcat vn- 
co him : and this was an cuident preſage of ſome incor 

miſ- 
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misfortune that waited for him : neither did it prooue vyaime 463 
and friuolous ; for he was hanged vpon a gibber of Sardis, by 

the commandement of Or.zres the Gouernour of the Cirie z 

who vnder pretence of triend{hip, and colour of rendering 

bis treaſure 1nto his hands, and beſtowing vpon him a orcat 

part thereof, promiling allo to paſle thereſt of his dayes yn- 

derhis wing, for feareot he rage of Cambyſes, drew him to 

come priuately to ſpeake with hun,and ſocalily wrought his 

will vpon him. 

Ariſtodem got into his hands the government of Cuona, p;,,;/ 1221icars 
after kee had made away the principal! of the Citie: and to 134.7. | 
keepe itthe better beeing obtained, hee firſt woonthe vulgars 
hearts by preſents, then baniſhed our of the Citie their Chil- 
dren whome he had put to death, and entertained thereſt of 
the youth with ſuch variecie of pleaſures and delights,that by 
thoſe deuiceshee kept himſelfe in his tyrannous eſtate many 
yearcs ; bur as ſoone as the children of choſe (laine citiſens 
were growneto ripe yeares of ftrength and diſcretion,beeing 
delirousto reuenge their fathers deaths, they ſet vpon him in 
thenight ſo at vnawares, that they pur hum andall his fanulic 
ro the ſlaughter, 

Tymophanes vſurped a principalitie, power, and rule in Plutarch. 
Corinth a free Citie, and became {fo odtous thereby to the 
whole people, yea and co his owne brother Tymoleonallo,thar 
laying aſideallreſpeR ofnature,heſlew him with his owne 
hands, preferring the libertie of his countrey before any vnity 
or bond of bloud.When the Cities ot Greece (faith Orifius ) Lib.z. cap. 12; 
would needs through too greedie a delire and ambition of 2 
reigne get eucric one the maſterie and ſouerajgntie ofthe reſt, 
they alcogerher nadeſhipwracke of their own liberties by en- 
croching vpon others:as for inſtance,theLacedemonians, how 
hurtfull & vr:.commodious the deſire of bringing their neigh- 
bor adjoyning Cities vnder their dominion was vnto them, 
the ſundry dilcomfituresand diftrelles within the time of that gyg/.j; ; .ca2; 
war,vndertaken vpon that onely caulc,betellthem,beare ſutht- 
cient record, Fr rr ge 
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Sernis Tullus, the ſonneto a bondman,addifted himſelfe 
{o much to che exploits of warre, that by prowelle he got ſ 
great credit and reputation among the Romanes, that hee was 
thought worthic to be made theſonne in lawof King Tay. 
quinizes, by marrying one of his daughters ; after whoſe death 
healſo vſurped the crowne, vnder colour of the ProteRor. 
thip of the Kings two young ſonnes : who when they came 
roageand bjgnelle, married the daughters of their brother in 
Jaw 7 #llu4 ; by whoſeexhortation and continuall provoke. 
ment the elder of them,which was called T arquinixe, comſpi. 
red againft his father in law, and praftiſed to make himlſelfe 
King,and co recouerhis rightfull inheritance,andthar by this 
meanes:he watched his opportunity when the greateſt part of 
the people were out of the citie about gathering their truitin 
the fields, and then placing his companions in readineſle, to 
ſerue his turne if need ſhould be, he marchedro the palace in 
the royall robes,garded with a companie of his confederates; 
and hauing called aSenat,as he began to complain him of the 
treacherie and impudencic of T#{{xs, behold,7 wil himſelf 
came in and would haucrun violently vpon him; but Targs- 
2:14 catching him about the middle, threw him headlorg 
down the ſtaires,and preſently ſent certain ofhis gard co make 
an end of the murder which he had begun. But hereinthe cn 
eltic of T##ia was moſt monſtrous;that not onely firſt moued 
her husband to this bloudie praiſe, butalſo made her coach 
to be driuen ouer the bodie of her father, which lay bleeding 
in the midſt of the ſtreet, ſcarcedead, 

Marlins, after hee had maintained the fortreſſe of Rome 
againſt the Gaules, glorying in that a&ion, and cnuying the 
good hap and proſperitic of Camil/z4, went about to make 


himſelfe King, vnder pretence of ngmaong Arr people to 
their auntient entire libertie: but his praftiſe 

red, hee wasaccuſed,found guiltie, and by the conſent ofthe 
mulcitude adjudged to bee throwne headlong downe from 


cing d1{coue- 


the cop of theſame fortreile, to theend thar the ſame place 


which gauchim great glorie, might be a witnelſe and memo” | 
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riall of his ſhameand laſt confuſion : for all his valiant deeds 455 
before done werenot of ſo much force with the people,to ex- 

cuſe his faultor ſave his life,as this one crime was o weightto 

bring him to his death. 

In former cimes there lived in Carthage one FHanno, who Oro. 
becauſe he had more riches than all che Commonwealth be. 1ib. 4.49.6. 
(ide, began to aſpire to the domination of the Citie : which 
the berter to accompliſh, hee deuiſed ro make ſhew of marry- 
ing his only daughter,corhe end that at the marriagefeaſt hee 
Might poiſon thechicfeſt men of credic and power of the city 
whom he knew could or would not any wayes withſtand or 
countermaund his purpoſe: but when this deuiſe tookeno ef- 
fect, by reaſon of the diſcouerie thereof by certaine of his ſer- 
uants,hee ſought another meines to effe his will : Hee got 
together a huge number of bondflaues and ſeruants, which 
ſhould at a ſudden pur himin polleſſion of the citie ; bur be- 
ing prevented herein alſo by the citiſens, heſeiſed vpon a ca- 
ſtle with a thouſand men of baſeregard, euen ſcruants forthe 
mot part;whither thinking to draw the Africanes and king 
ofthe Moores to his ſuccour,he wastaken and firſt whipped, 
next had his cyes thruſt out, and then his armes and legs bro- 
ken in pieces, and ſo wasexecuted ro death before all the peo- 
ple: his carkaſle being thus mangled with blowes, was han- 
ged vpon a gallowes,and all his kindred and children pur to 
death,that there might not oneremaine of his ſtraine, either to 
enterpriſe the likedeed, or toreuenge his death. 

That great and fearetull warrior {#1is ( ſar, one of the 
moſt hardie and valiant pieces of fleſh that euer was, after hee 
\ had performed ſo many notable exploits, ouercome all his 
enemies,and brought all high and haughric purpoſes cotheir 
delired effe&t, beeing prickt torward with the ſpurre of ambi- 
tion andahigh mind,through the means and aſkiſtance of the 
mightieforces ofrhe Common-wealth, which(contrary to the 
conſtitution of the Senat) were left in his hands,he ſer footing 
tothe State, and making himſelfe maſter and Lord of the 
whole Romane Empire, vſi —_— a ſoucraigntie ouer wn 
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Buc as he attained to jus digmitie by force and violence, ſohe 
enjoyed itnot long, neither gained any great benefitby it,ex. 
cept the lofleot Is lite may bc counted a benefit, which ſhore. 
iy -© er 11 1 vp Senate was bereit hum: for theconfſpirers 
tercot, 25 loone as hee was {et downe in hs (car, compaſlin 
}-/;.; .bout, ſo vehemently oucrcharged him on all ſides, thar 
notwithſtunding ll che reliftance hee could maketfor his de. 
fence, tc{ling amongſt them, and (hitting himſelfe vp and 
downe,le was ouerthrowne on the carth, and abode fordead, 
chioug!i ce number of blows that were giuen him,cuen thr 
24J rwenrie wounds, 

The Monarchieof Afſyria wasat one inſtant extinguiſhed 
in Sardanapalu;and of Babylonin Balthaſar, Arbaces being 
the worker of the firſt, and Dari king ot Perlia,of thelarer, 
bothof them receiuing the wages,not of cheir wickednelle, but 
alſo of their predeceſſors and great grandfathers crueltie and 
cppreflions,by whom many peopleand nations had been de- 
ſtroyed. 

Moreover, asthe Babylonian Empire was ouerthrowneby 
Darims of Perſia, ſo was his Perſian kingdome (in Dari the 
laſt king of that countrey his time, this mans ſucce(ſour)ouer- 
turned by Alexander. Again,the great dominion of Alexan- 
der(who ſuruiued not long atrer) was not continued to any of 
his by inheritance, but diuided 1kea prey amongſt his grea- 
reſt capraines, and from them the moſt parc of it in ſhort time 
deſcended to the Romanes ; who ſpreading their wings, and 
ſtterching their greedie tallons farre and necre,for a while ra- 
ucned and preyed ouer all the world,and enriched and bedec- 
ked theniſelues with the ſpoyles of many nations ; and there- 
fore it wasnecellarietha they alſo ſhould be made a prey,and 
that the farre fercht Gorhes and Vandales ſhould come vpon 
them, as vpon the bodie of a great Whale that ſuffers ſhip- 
wrecke ypon the ſea ſhore : {ince which timerthe Roman Em- 
pire went todecay, and grew cuery day weaker than other ; 
yea, and many Princes ſetting themſelues againſt and aboue 
it,haue robbed ic of rhe realmies & proujnces which it _ 
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others of before. And thus we may ſee how all things run as 
it were 11 a Circle, and how great the vncertaintie of this 
world is, ſeeing that che nijghrieſt are ſubjet to ſomany and 
great changes:tor if there be any thing vnder the Sun that may 
carry any (hewof ſtabilitie or continuance, ſurely it is a Mo- 
narchie or Common-wealth, grounded vpon the vnitie and 
conſent of all people,maintained by the authoritie of the grea- 
teſt and moſt mightie, and vnderpropped with theſhores of 
much ſtrength and wealth,as the Roman Empire was;and yer 
for all that, there was neuer any, though neuer ſo well reared 
and furniſhed,and deepe rooted, which at the length hath nor 
bin demoliſhed, ranſacked,and pulled vp by ſome notable & 
ſtrange calamitie. And this 15that which theſpirit of God 
would gine vsto know, by the viſion of that great image, re- 
preſented to Nabuchadneztar in a dreame,according to Di 
ils interpretation thereof;to wit,that the foure great & puil- 
{ant Monarchies of the world (hould ar laft be ruinated & diſ- 
perſed, like the chatfe before the winde, till they were conſu- 
med & brought to nothing,albeit they wereglorious & excel- 
lent as gold and (iluer,or ttrong and mighty as bralle & iron. 
How much more fooliſh and euill aduiſed arethey then, 
that for a certaine apparant ſplendour and ſhew of wordly 
honour (which 1s as fraile as any roſe,as variable as the wind, 
as lightand vaine asa ſhadow or ſmoke,as ynatlured as a rot- 
ten planke)haue the eyes of their minde ſo dazeled, and their 
wits ſo bewitched,and all their afte&tions fo tranſported,as to 
mingle heauen and earth togerher,to daſh the Eaſt againſt the 
Weſt, to ſticre vpdiſcord and diflention berwixt man and 
man, and to ſhed ſo many thouſand mens bloud, and all for a 
palcrie delire of re;zgne, thoughtotheir owne finall ruine and 
deſtrution, 


And thus it came to pallc in the time of the emperor Otho $abc!! 


to a Duke of Venice, called Pcter Caxdian,who (not content 
with his Dukedome) wen: about to vturpe a tyrannicall rule 
ouer the whole Scipn10: is, and thar by pride andthreats,dell. 
cing rather to make [1111ſc};e rerrible ro the people by thoſe 
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cuer ; and thusdaily he grew as1n ageſo in inſolencie: he pla- 

ced a garriſon of men abour his palace,and(o fortifying him- 

ſclfe, preſently hee ſhewed himſelfe in his colours , namely a 

cruell Tyran : which when che nwleirude perceiued, andre. 

mcmbred withall their libertie, which chey were likero loſe, 

they tooke vp armes forthwith, in purpoſe to beat downe his 

haughcie minde : thereforethey firſt ſer on fire his houſe, and 

cauſed him to forſake his fortretle, and to betake himſelfe to 

his ſhifes : but when by reaſon ofthe ſtopping of the paſlages 

he could not elcape, they trooke him and his yong ſonnealſo 

which was wich him, and put them to a moſt cruell and ſud. 
den death, and caſt their carkaſles to be deuoured of dops. 

Bembus,lib.2 Inthe Empire of Maximilian, Lewis Sforce,a prince of an 

of the Vencti- ;jnconſtant and turbulent (piric,ambirious,and one that made 

an hiſtoric. [0 account of his promiſes nor faith,tooke vpon him the go- 

\ uernement of Milan, after the death of his brother Galeaz, 

Duke of Milan, who was traiteroully ſlaine : in which aQion 

che firſt wrong which hee did was to his brothers widow, 

whom hee depoſed , theſecond to his young nephew, his bro- 

ther Galeaz ſonne, whomehe ſo brought vp, as if hee neuer 

meant heſhould come to honor or goodnelle ; for he ſuffered 

him not to bee trained vp either in learning or 2rmes, but let 

him runne into all poſlible occaſions that might corrupt and 

ſpoyle his tender age. Thus hee enjoyed the principalitic 

chirtcene yeares, all the while vader his nephewes reignez to 

whome when eA!phonſia king of Naples had giuen 1n mar- 

riage one of his daughters, and percetued what ſmall recko- 

ning his vncle made of reſtoring him his dukedome; after he 

had often and inſtantly intreated him without preuailing, at 

length he fel] co threaten him with warre: he fearing co haue 

the worſe, and to loſe [o greatadignitie, wroughtlo by his 

owne (hifrs and deuices, together with the helping hand of 

Pope Alexander, thathce pur itin the head-of Charlesthe 

eighth of France to goeand conquer Naples, for the hatred 

which his heart polletled againſt eF/phoyſ ; ſuppoling o; 

chis 
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chis means the better to accompliſh his affaires co his owns A469 

dclire. The King of France was no ſoonerentred Tralie, bur Guzcrigd hr. 

Lewts Sforce miniſtred an Italian poſſer to his yong nephew 

lohn Galeaz, that hee immediatly dicd vpon it,and chen he 

proclaimed himſelfe Prince of the Duchie, by che aid of the 

principall of the Councell, whome hee had woon to referre 

chat honour vnto him, by depoſingthe young ſonne of [oh 

G4leaz,, becing then bur fiue yearesold : but he declared pre- 

ſencly his inconſtant and perfidious nature, in breaking, pro- 

miſe with the King of France, whome he had induced with 

ſo many faire (| "0%, I ro vndertake that voyage,and entering 

a new league with the Venerians both againſt hi:n and the 

Pope, alchough er: long he ſerued them with the ſame mxea- 

| ſure: bur Lewss the twelfth, ſucceeding in the Crowne of 

France, could not brookethis injurie done to his predeceſ- 

ſor, bur pretending a title tothe Duchicof Milan, he diſpat- 

ched an armiethitherward, that beſtirred it (elfe ſo well, thac 

in ſhort {pace they brought vnder their ſubjeRion all the Cj- 

ties and Townes neecre adjoyning: which the citiſens per- 

ceuuing, began to rebell againft their Duke, and killed his 

Treaſurer : whereupon hee (beeing notable ro make his part 

good with the French abroad, nor daringto put any confi- 

dencein his own at home) left his caſtle tothe charge and cu- 

ſodicofa captaine,and fled himſelfe with his children to Al- 

maine, towards the Emperour Maximilian court,hoping to 

find ſuccour at his hand, as indeed he did : for he pen-6H to 

Milan with fiue hundred Burgundians, and eight thouſand 

Switzers, and was receiued againe into the Citie, Being thus 

refortified with theſe and other more troupes that came vnto 

him, hee encamped before Nauarre, and by compoſition gor 

the Citie into his hands fromche Frenchmen, The French 

King inthe meane while ſent a new ſupplic of men imo the 

Duchie, amongſt whom were many Switzers, who ſo dealc 

with their countrimen that wereon the Dukes (ide, thar they 

brought them alforo fauourthe King of France, and to for- 

fake the Duke : which when he vnderitood, hee preſently de- 
| "= eo 11 | parted 
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parted che citric, and poſting to the campe, hardened his ſoul. 
dicrs, deſiring them to play themen,and not to ſhrinke, for he 
meantto giue bartel] without delay: but the captains made ane 
ſwer,thatchey might not fight againſt their own nation, with. 
out eſpeciall leaue trom their lords. Now inthe meane while 
whileſt theſethings werein doing, they tooke order, that the 
Frenchmen ſhould approch to Nauarre,and intercept all the 
pallages,that the Duke might not eſcape: He therefore laieda. 
{ide his horſe,and marched on foot in the ſquadron of Swit. 


' zers, now joyned to the French, in attire and armour like a 


Swiczer, thinking by this cricke to ſaue hislite :butall his 
counterfeiring could not fauc him from being taken, andfron; 
lying ten yeres priſoner in the Tower of Loches, where he al. 
fodied :and ſoall his high and ambicious thoughts (which 
ſcarcely Italic could containe) were pend vp in a ſtrait and 
NarroOW TOOINC, 

With the like turbulent and furious ſpirit of ambition 
haue many Roman Biſhops been inſpired, who what by their 
jugling trickes, couſenages, and ſubcill deuiſes,. and what by 
force, haue proſpered ſo well, that of ſimple Biſhops (which 
they were woont to bc)chey are grownetemporall loxds,and 
as it were Monarchs ; hauing in their poſſeſſions lands,cities, 
caltles, forcrelles, hauens,garriſons,and gards,after the inanner 
ef Kings; nay they haue exalced chemiſelues aboue Kings (ſo 
intollerable 1s cheir impudence) and madethem ſubject to 
their wils; and yet they call themſclues the Apoſtles pedi- 
gree, whome Chriſt forbad all ſuch domination. Bur what 
of that ? It pertainethnot tothem to ſucceed in vertue, but in 
authoritic the Apoſtles :. for if chat charge had concerned 
them, then Pope Lecixa the ſecond would.neuer haue beene 
ſo ſhamelelle, as torcqueſt in right of his Popeſhip-the ſouc- 
raigntic ouer Rome as hee did : nefther when. it was denied 
him, cohaue gone about to vſurpe jt by force, and co bring 
his minde about to haue layed ſiege ro the Senat houſewith 
armed men, to the end that cither by baniſhing or murdering 
the Senatours then allembled together, he might inuclt _ 

clic 


Srephencl.: Martyr for the profeſſion of Chriſt Icſus, bur like 
a vile and ſeditious thecke for fecking the Common-wealchs 
ouerthrow, 
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ſelfe with the kingly dignitie : but what got he by it ? Marry 
this, the people beeing in an vprore in the Citic,vpon the 
fight ofthis holy fathers proud attempe, tooke themſclues to 
armes, and ran with ſuch violence vpon maſter Pope , that 


they forthwith ſtoned his Holinetle to deach ; bur nor like 
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Pope eAdrian the fourteenth,a monkes ſonne, ſucceeding Sebel. 


Lucius both in the Papacie, andalſo in ambicion, rooke in 3* 


hand his omitted enterpriſes;for he excommunicated the Ro- 
manes, vntill they had baniſhed eFryo/d a Biſhop,that gaue 
chem counſel] to retaine the power of eleing 'their mag} - 
ſtrate, and gouerning chair citiein their hands (a thing repug- 
nant to his intent) and after he had degraded the Conluls, ro 
make his partthe ſtronger, he cauſed = Emperor Frederrcke 
to come with anarmie to the citie 3 whome notwithſtanding 
hee handled bur baſcly for his paines ; for he did not onely 
checkehim openly for ſtanding on his feer, and holding the 
ſtirrop of his horſe withhis left hand, buralſo denied him the 
crowne of the Empire, except he would reſtore to him Po- 
uille, which(he ſaid) pertained vato him : howbeit he got the 
Crowne notwithſtanding,and before his returne from Rome 
into Germanie, more than a thouſand citiſensthat would nor 
yceld nor ſubſcribe vnto the Popes will, were (laine. After 
 Frederickgs departure, the Pope (ceing himiſelfe deſtitute of 
his further aid, fixſt excommunicated the King of Sicilic, that 
in right of inheritance pollciſed the forcſaid Pouille ; but 
when this ſerucd him to ſmall purpoſe, hee praftiſed with E- 
manuel che Emperor of Greece to ſer vpon him ; which chin 
curned to his fina]l' confuſion. Afcer this (chrough his intolle- 
rable pride) he fell out with Fredericks the Emperour, andto 
reuenge himſelfe ypon him , diſcharged his ſubjeRs from 
cheir tealtie to him , and him from his authoritie over them. 
Now marke his end s As hee walked one day towards Aw- 
ane,a flie got in at his mouch and downe his thzoat ſofazre, 
Ed bs H h 11j | chas 
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472 thatit ſtoppedrhe conduit of his breath, ſorhat for allchar his 
Phyſicions could doe, hee was choked therewith, And thus he 
thar ſought byall the meanslie could co makehimfelte greater 
than he oughrto be,and co ger the'maſterie'of eucriechingat 
his owne will and pleaſure, and to rake 'away other mens 
rights by torce,was cur ſhortand rebated by a ſmall and baſe 
creiture,ant conſtrained to leaue this Iite,which he wasmoſt 
vnworthie of. 

Hither may bereterred chat which betell che Emperor 47. 
bert, Duke of Auſtria, and one of his licutenants in'Switzer. 
land;for going about to'vſurpe and appropriat certaine lands 
anddvminionses him;which belonged notvnco hin, This 
Eimperour had many children whoarhee delired to leave rich 
and Inightie, andthereforeby all meanes poſlible hee endea- 
uored co augment his lining,cucn by getting from othermen 
whatſoeuer hee conld ; andamonpſtallchereſt, this wasone 
eſpectall praiſe, wherein hee Jaboured rooth'and nayletox- 
lienate fromthe Empire the land of che Switzers,and to leate 
it for 'aneuerlaſtinginhericance to his heires:which although 
theSwitzers would in no caſe condiſcend noragree vnto;but 
contrariwile ſued carneſtly-vnto his Maieftie for themainte- 
nance of their ancient liberties and priujledges which were 
confirmed vnto them by the former Emperors, and that they 
mightnotbe diſtracted fromthe empire;yet notwithſtanding 
wetc conſtrained co viidergoe for a ſesſon the yoke of molt 
'grieuous tyranny and ſeruitude impoſedby force-yponthem: 
and chus the poore communaltie indured many miſchiets,and 
many grieuous and erucll extortions and indignities: at the 
handsofche Emperors officers, whileſt they liued in chis wret- 
-ched and miſcrableeſtate. 

Amongft the reſt there was one called'Gr4/i3er that began 
coerect a ſtrong fort of defence vpon a little hil}neere vnto 
Alcorfe, ' to keepethe country in greater awe and ſubje&ion; 
and deliring to deſcriehis'triends from his foes, hee inuen- 

red this deuiſe : Hee pur a hat vpon the end of a long pol, 
and placed-ir in the field before Altorte, where were _ 
0” 
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mulcirudes of people, with this commandemenc, That.cueric 473 

one that caine by ſhould do obciſance,and vaile bonnet to the 

hac,and incuerie reſpe&t (hew themſelucs as dutifull vato it, 

a5 to hisowne perſon, imagining that his greateſt enemies 

could not indure nor finde in their hearts ro doe it, and there« 

forc vpon this occaſion he might apprehend them,and diſco- 

uer allrhcjr cloſepractiles and conſpiracies, whichthey might 

brew againſt him : now there was one, a ſtout-hearted nan, 

that paſling euerie day vpand downethat wayes, could in no 

wiſe bec brought co reuerence <a (IU of the worthic har, 

(fo varcaſonable a thing it ſeemed in his eyes) whereupon 

beeing caken, the tyran commanded him (for puniſhment of 

his open contempt) to ſhoot at an apple laid ypon the crown 

of the head ot hisdeareit childe,andif heenult che apple, to 

bs pur to death : the poore man atter many excuſes, and alle- 

gations, andentreaties, that hee. mightnot hazard his childes 

life ia char ſort,was notwithſtanding, enforced toſhoot, and 

ſhooting, God1o directed his ſhafr,thatche apple was hitand 

the childe vntouche ; and yet forall this, he adjudged him to 

perpetuall priſon: qut of which he miraculouſly eſcaping, wat- 

ched the tyrans approaci 1n ſo fit a place, that with the ſhaft 

chat ſhould haue beene thedeath of his ſon, he ſtrooke him to 

the heart ; whoſe vnluckic end,was a Juckic beginning of the 

Swiczers deliuexance from the bondage of tyrans,/andofthe ,,i Go yg 

recoucry, oftheir ancient freedome,whuch.cucr after they wiſe» 

ly and conſtantly maintained. 
The.Ernperour 44/bert, purpoling to bee reuenged vpon 

them for his injury, asallotor (laying.many-mare of his men, 

and breaking down his caltles of detence which hee had cau- 

ied to be builded in their countrey, determined to. make war 

vponthem z but hee was (laine ere he could bring that deter- 

minationtoeitectt by one of his ownenephewes, from whom 

(being his ouerſecr and gardanc for his bringing vp)he with- 

held his parrimony againſt all equitic ; neither by prayers or 

entreatie coutd be perluaded to xeſtore ir, Theſethings (ac- 

cording to Nc, Gur report zn his firſt volume ofthe my 
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cles of France) happened about the reigneof Saint Lew, 
Hicher may bec referred the hiſtorie of Richard the birſt, 


Cariesſ,;: king of England, called Richard ('9cur de Lyon; though nor 


ſo much a fruit of ambition in him,as of filchie couetouſnelle. 
This king, when as #idomariu Lord of Lynionice in little 
Britaine hauing found a great ſubſtance of creaſure inthe 
ground, ſent him a great part thercof, as chicte Lord and 

rince ofthe country, refuſed it;ſaying, That he would either 
Ki all or none;burthe finder. would not condiſcend tothat: 
whercupon the king laied (iege to a caſtle ofhis called Galuz, 
thinking thetreaſure to lye there : but as he with the Duke of 
Brabant went about viewing the Caſtle, a ſouldier within 
{troke him with an arrow inthe arme,the yron whereof feſte. 
ring in the wound,cauſ: cdchat the King within nine daies af- 
ter dicd : And {o becauſe he was not content with the halfe 
of the treaſure that another man found, loſt all his ownetrea.. 
ſure that hee had , together with his liferhe chicteſt creaſure 
of all, 


CHAP. XLII. 
Of F ſarers, endtheir theft. 


8 F open larcenies and violent robbe- 
& r1cs and extortionSare forbidden by 
the law of God,as wehaueſecene they 
are, then it is nodoubt but chat all 
deceit and vnjuſt dealings and bar- 
paines vicd to the dammage of 0- 
—] thers are alſo condemned by the 
bs ſamclaw; and namely Vſurie, when 


a manexaReth ſuch vnmecaſurable gaine for either his mo- 
ney or other thing which he lendeth, that the poore borrow- 
er1s ſo greatly indammaged, that in ſtead of benefitting and 
prouiding for his affaires, which hee aimed at, hee hitterh his 
further lolle and finall ouerthrow. This linne1s co 
prohi- 
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prohibited in Leuicicus,25,Deutronomy 2 3,and Pſalme,15; 475 
where the committants thereof arc held guiltie before Gods I euit.25.36. 
judgement Sear, of inzquitie andinjuſtice: and againft them Dcut.2 3-19. 
« ischat the Propher Ezechie/ denounceth this threatening ; {31-1 5-5- 
That he which oppreſſeth or vexeth the poore and afflifted, hee Eze.18.12-1 3. 
which robbeth or gmeth to wſurie, and recemeth the encreaſe 
into their bags, ſhall aie the death,and his blond ſhall be vpon 
his pate. 
Neicher eruly doth the juſtice of God ſleepe in this reſpe&t, 
but taketh vengeance vpon all ſuch,and puniſheth them after 
one ſort or other, eicher in body or goods,as it pleaſerh him: 
I my ſelfe knew a grand vſurer in the countrey of Vallay thac 
hauing ſcraped together great malles of gold and (iluer by 
theſe vnlawfull meanes, was in one night robbed of fifteene 
hundred crownes by thecues that broke into his houſe. I re- 
member alſo another Vſurer dwelling in atowne called Ar- 
gental,nigh vnto Anouay vnder the juriſdiion of Tholofle 
in high Viuaria, who becing in hay time in a meadow,was 
ſtung in the foot by a ſerpent, or ſome other venomous beaſt, 
that hee died thereof; an anſwerable puniſhment for his often 
ftinging and biting many poore people with his cruell and 
vamercitull vſuric, 
Nay ic 15 ſo contrarie to equitie and reaſon, that all nations 
led by cheinftin& of nature, haue alwaics abhorred and con- 
demned it ; infomuch that the conditions of theeues hath bin 
more calie and tollerable than vſurers ;for theft was wont to 
be puniſhed buc with double reſticurion, bur vſurie with qua- 
druple : and to ſpeake truly,theſe rich and gallant vſurers doc 
morcrob the common people and purloine from them, than 
all che publike theeues that are made publike examples of 
juſtice inthe World. It isto be wiſhed that ſome would exa- ng ofſicio prin- 
mine vſurers bookes, and make a bond-fire of their obligati- c/p.1:5.4-a414 
ons, as that Lacedemonian did when eAge/tiars reported | 
that hee neuer ſaw a cleerer fire; or thatſome Luculiiz would 
deliuer Europe from chat contagion, as the Romane did A- 
Ka in his time, Licurgu baniſhed this canker-worme our on Alex-ab, Alcx\, 
11S (:h.1-67pe74 
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exiled ir out of Sicilie;and S9/on condemned itin Athens;how 
much more ſhould it beheldindeteſtation among Chriſtians? 
Chryſoſt.in S, Chryſoſtome compareth ir fitly tothe biting of an af pe bh 
Ht .c4Þ:5» herhatis ſtung with anaſpe,fallerh aſleepe as it were withde. 
leRation, bur dicth ere hee awaketh;ſo many taken in vſurie 
delighteth and contenteth ac the firſt, butit infeeth al] his 
polleſſions,and ſuckerh ourthe marow of them ere itbe long: 

Secing then it 1s abhoniinable both by the law of God and 

nature, let vs ſhun itasa toad, and flie from it as a cockatrice: 

But when theſe perſuaſions will not ſerue, letchem turn their 

eyes to theſe examples following, wherein they ſhall ſee the 

manifeſt indignation of God vpon it. 

Diſcipul.de Inthe Biſhopricke of Collen a notable famous Vſurer ly. 

texypore. ing vpon his death-bed ready to die, mooued vp anddowne 
his chaps and his lips,asif hehad bin eating ſomething inhis 
mouth ; and beeing demanded what hee eat, hee ies, 
his money, andthar the diuell thruſt it intohis mouth per- 
force,ſo that he could neither wil nor chuſe but deuoure it: in 
which miſcrable temptation he died without any (hew of re- 
pentance, 

The ſame anthor telleth of another Vſurer, that a littlebe- 
forchis death called for his bags of gold and(iluer,and offe- 
red themall to his ſoule,vpon condition it would not forſake 
him: But if he would hauegiuen all the the world it could not 
ranſome him from death : wherefore when hee ſaw there 
was no remedie but hee muſt needs dye, hee commended 
his ſoule to the Diuell , to be carried into eucrlaſting tor- 
ments: which words when hee had vttered hee gaue vp the 

hoſt. 

n Another Vſurer bceing ready to die,made this his liſt Will 
and Teſtament : My ſoule (quoth he) I bequeath co the diuell 
who is owner of it, my wife likewiſe rothe diuell who indu- 

lohaunes Aus Ced meto this vngodly trade of life, and my deacon to the di- 
£04 vell for ſoothing me vp,and not reprouing me for my faults? 
and in this deſperat perſuaſion he died incontinently. av 
uric 


in buying and ſelling atſo,and all vnjutt and craftie bargai- 
ning,yeaand it 15a kind of yſurie to derainchroughtoo much 
couctouſnelſethoſecommodities from the people which con- 
cerne the publike good, and to hoord them vp for theit pri- 
uat gaine,till ſome ſcarcicic or want ariſe ; and this alſo hath 

cucrmore beene moſt ſharpely puniſhed, as by theſe examples 

may appeare. About the yeare 1543, at what time a preat 

famine and dearth of bread afflicd the world, there was in 
Saxonica countrey peaſant, that hauing carried his corne to 

che market,and ſold ic cheaper than helooked for,as he retur- 
ned homewards he fell into moſt heauic dumpes and dolours 
ot minde wich griefe that the price of graine wasabated : and 
when his ſeruancs ſang merrily for joy of that blelſed cheape- 
netlc, herebuked chem moſt ſharpely andcruelly,yeaand was 

fo much the more tormented and troubled in minde, by how 
much che more he ſaw any poore ſoule thankefull vnto God 

for it : but marke how God gaue him ouerto a reprobateand 

deſperate ſence: Whileſt his ſeruancs rode before, hee hung 
himſelfe at the cartetaile, becing paſt recouerieof life ereany 
man looked backe or percciued him. A notableexample for 
our Engliſh cormorants,who joyne barneto barnc,and heape 
to heape,and will not ſell nor giue a handfull of their ſuper- 
fluitie co the poore, when it bearetha low price, but on 
It cill ſcarcity and want come,andthen they ſel it at their own 
rate ; let chem feare by this, leſt che Lord dealeſo or worſe 
with them. 

Another couetous wreich, when he could not ſell his corn 
ſo deare ashee delired, faid the miſc ſhould eat it rather than 
hee would leſſen onejot of the price thereof : Which words 
wereno ſooner ſpoken, but vengeance tookethem : for all 
the miſe in thecountrey flocked to his barnes and fieldes, ſo 
chat they left him neither ſtanding nor lying corne, bur de- 


uoured alk This ſtorie was written to (Martin Luther;vpon Lether, 


occalion whereof hee inueying mightily againſt chis cruell 
vſuric 


Godk Indgements, Of Vſurers,and their theft; 
Vſurieconliſterh not onely m lending and borowing, but 


477 


* 43ALYN 


Ot Vſurers,and their thefr, The Theatre of 


478 


D. Pomerdnitds. 


tob.Fincel L.2. 


The ſame Au- 
thor. 


yſuricof husbandmen, told of three miſers thatin one yare 
hung themſclues, becauſc graine borea lower pricethan they 
looked for : adding moreouer,that all ſuch cruell and muddy 
extortioners deſerued no better a doome,for their vnmerciſull 
oppreſſion. 

Another rich farmer, whoſe barnes were full of graine 
and his ſtackes vntouched, was ſo couctous withall , that 
in hope of ſome dearth and deerenetſe of corne , hee 
would not diminiſh one heape , bur hoorded yp dayly 
more and more , and wiſhed tor a ſcarcitie ypon the 
earth, to the end hee might enrich his coffers by ocher 
mens neceſ{ities, This cruell churle rcjoyced ſo much in his a- 
boundance, that eucrie day hee would goe into his barnes, 
and feed his. eyes with his ſuperfluitic: Now it fell out as the 
Lord would,that hauing {upped and drunkevery largely,vp- 
on a night as hee went,according to his cuſtome, toview his 
riches, with a candle in his hand, behold the wine, or ratherthe 
juſtice of God, ouercamehis ſences,ſo that he fell downe ſud- 
denly intothe tnow, and by his fall ſer on hire the corne, bee- 
1g _dric and cafie to bee incenſed,in ſuch ſort that in a me- 
ment all that which he had ſcraped rogether and preſerued ſo 
charily,and delighred.in ſo vnreaſonably, was conſumed and 
brought to aſhes, and ſcarce hee hiniſelfe eſcaped with his 
lite. 

Another in Miſina, in the yeare 1559, hauing great ſtore 
of corne hoorded vp, refuſed to ſuccour the of his 

oore and halfe famiſhed neighbours : for which. cauſe the 
Lord- puniſhed him with a ſtrange and vnuſuall judgement, 
for the corne which heeſo much cheriſhed, alſumed life, and 
became feathered fowls, flying our of his barns in ſuch abun- 
dance,that the world was aſtoniſhed thereat,and his barnslett 
emptie of all prouiſion, in moſt wonderfull and miraculous 
manner. 

No leſle ftrange was that which happened ina towne of 
France called Stenchanſen, to the Gouernour of the ge 
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who heing requeſted by one of his poore ſubjeRts to (ell him 479 
ſomecorne for his money, when there was none to be gotten Fides fit apud 
elſewhere ; anſwered, hee could ſpare none, by reaſon hee had 4##borem. 
ſcarce enough for his owne hogs: which hoggiſh diſpoſiti- 
on the Lord requited in it owne kind ; forhis wife at the next 
litter brongdenh ſcucn pigs at one birth to encreaſe the 
number of his hogs: thatas he had preferred filthie and oug- 
ly creatures before his poore brethren, in whomthe image of 
God in ſome ſort ſhined forth, ſo he might haue of his owne 
getting more of that kinde to make much of, ſince hee loued 
chemio well. 

Equall to all che former both in crucltte touching theper- The ſame. 
ſon, and miracle touching che judgement, was that which is 
reported by the ſame authour, to haue happened toa rich co 
uctous woman in Marchia, who in an extreame dearth of vi- 
uuals, denyed not onely to relicue a poore man whoſe chil. 
dren were readie to ſtarue with famine, bur alſo to ſell him 
bur one buſhell of corne, when he wanted but a pennie of her 
price : for the poore wretch making great ſlft to borrow - 
thatpennie,returnedto her againe, and delired her hee might 
haue the corne: but as he paid her the money, the pennie fell 
vpon the ground by the prouidence of God, which as ſhee 
ſtretched our her hand to reach, it miraculouſly turned into a 
ſerpent, and bit her ſo faſt, that by no meanes it could be loo- 
ſened from her arme, vncil{it had brought hercoa wotull and 
miſerable end. 

Sergeus Galba, before hee came to bee Emperour (becing ;., Yoof ib. 
Preſidento® Aitrica vnder (Tandins, when as through penu- 44.2. 
rie of victuals, corne, and otherfood was verie ſparingly 
ſhared out and diuided among{ the armie) puniſhed a cer- 
raine ſouldier that ſold a buthell of wheat to one of his fel- 
lowes for an hundred pence, in hope to obtaine a new (hare 
him(elte, in this maner,he commanded the Quzſtor or Trea- 
ſurer to give him no more ſuſtenance, ſince hee preferred 
lucre before theneceſiitie of his owne bodic and ef 
wel- 
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welfare ; neither ſuffered he any man elſe to ſell him any ; f; 
that hee periſhed with famine,and became a miſcrable s 4g 
plc A all che armic,of che fruits of chat foule droplie coutoul, 
ney. ; 

And chus wee ſee how the Lord rained downe vengeance 
vpon all couetous Vſurers and oppreſſors, plaguing ſome on 
chisfaſhion, and ſome on that z and neuer 6997 2 any,but ej- 
ther in this lite ſome notable judgement ouertakes them, 
ther in chemſelucsor their off-ſprings (for iris notoriouſly 
knowne that vſurers children, x Ba. left rich , yetthe firf 
or ſecond generation became alwaies beggers)or inthe lifeto 
come they arechrown intothe pit of perdition, from whence 
rhere is no redemption nor deliverance. 


CHAP. XLI1I. 


Of Dicers and Card-players,and their theft. 


B F any recreation beallowed vs, as no 
' doubrthere 1s, yer ſurely it is notſuch 
as whereby we ſhould worke the da- 
* mage and hurt of one another, as 
when by gaming wedraw away ano- 
ther mans mony with his great lolle, 
—L, and this is one kind of thett,to vſurp 

> AS any mans goods by vnlawful means: 
wherefore no ſuch ſports ought to finde any place amongſt 
Chriſtians, eſpecially choſe wherein any kindeof lot or haze 
zard is vſed, by the whichche good bleflingsof God are,con- 
traric to their true and naturall vſe,cxpoſed rochanceand for- 
tune, as they tearme it : for which caule Saint Auguſtine is of 
this opinion concerning them: That the gaine whichariſeth 
co any partie in play, ſhould be beftowed vpon the poore, to 


the end thas boththe gameſters, as well che winner as __ 
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{cr might be equally puniſhed, the one by not carrying the 481 
{take being won, the other by being fruſtrated of all his hope 

of winning. Players atdice, both by the Elibertine and Con- 
{tantinopolitan Councell vnder Ia/tin1an , were puniſhed 

with excommunication : and by a new conſtitution of the £47 77: 

{aid Emperor it was enacted, That no man ſhould vſe Dice. © 99- 

play either in priuate or publique, no nor approue the ſame 

by cheir preſence, vnder paine of puniſhment: and Biſhops 

were thereappointed to.beouerſeers jn this behalte, to eſpicif Cod 1i.3-tit-43 
any default was made, 

Horrace an heathen Poet auouched the ynlawfulnes of this 04. 24: lib.z. 
ching euen in histime, when he faich that dice-playing was £#49* 4oGtor 
forbidden by their law. Lewss the eighth, King of France, /** ©<9'*- 
renouned for his good conditions nd rare vertues ; amongſt [:u maly veri- 
all che excellent Lawes which he made , rhis was one, That 14 {eg:b#. aled. 
all ſports ſhould be baniſhed the Commonwealth , EXCePt 
ſhooting(whether with long bow or Crofle-bow ) and that 
no Cards nor Diceſhould be either made or ſould by any ; to 
thecnd char all occaſion of gaming might bee taken away. 

Surely it would bee verie profitable and expedient for the 
Weale-publique , that this Ordinance might ſtand in vſe 
at this day, and that all Merchants and Mercers whatſoe- 
uer , eſpecially thoſe char follow the reformation of Reli- 
gion , might ſorbeare the ſale of all ſuch paltrie Wares: 
for che fault in ſelling ſuch traſh is no letle than the abuſe of 
them in playing ar them , for ſo much as they vpon pree- 
dinelle of ſo {mall a g:ine, pur as it were a ſword into a 
mad mans hand, by miniftring ro them the inſtruments, 
notonely of cheir ſports, but alſo of choſe miſchiefes that en- 
ſue the ſame. There a man may hearecurſesas rife as words, 
bannings,ſwearings,and blaſphenes b2r:ded vp and down ; 
there mentret themſcluesto death,and conſume whole nights 
;1 darke and diueliſh paltimes ; fomc loſe their horſes, others 
their cloakes, a third ſort all rhat cuerel:cy are worth , to the 
vndoing of their houſes, wines, and children;and ſorne again 
from braulings fall to butferings, from buffers to bloudthed- 
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of choſe pallant (ports. | 
Diſcin.de rey. Bur £1S you (hall [ce more plainely by a few particular ex. 
por ſer.1z2. amples. Ina cowne of Campania a certain Ic:y playing at 
dice with a Chriſtan,loſt agreat ſummeof inoney vnco him; 
with whichgreatlolle 09h Bas. 3 ,and almoſt belide hm. 
ſcife, as commonly menin that caſc arc affeed, hee belched 
out inolt bitter curſes againſt Chriſt Icſus, and his motherche 
bletled virgin,in the nudſt whereof the Lord deprived him of 
his lite and ſenſe; and Rtrooke him dead in the place: as for 
his coimpanionthe Chriſtian,indeed he eſcaped ſudden death, 
Bliſphemicz, Hhowbeit he was robbed of his wit and vnderſtanding,and ſur. 
£19-1-64Þ-31+ yiucd not veric long after: to teach vs not onely what a pric- 
uous ſinne it isto blaſpheme God, and to accompanie {uch 
wretches, and not to | Sa at leaſt reproue their ourage ; 
bur alſo what monſtrous cffefts proceed from ſuch kinde of 
vngoudly ſports,and how grieuouſlly the Lord puniſherhthem, 
firſt by giuing chem ouer roblaſphemy,ſecondly todeath,and 
thirdly and laſtly co ecernall and irrcuocable damnation: Let 
our Engliſh gameſters conſider this example, and if it wilnot 
terrifie them from their ſports,then lerthem looketo his chat 
followeth, which if cheir hearts be not as hard as adamant,will 

mollifie and perſuade thein, 
yob.Fincel In the yeare 153 3, necre to Belitlana a citie in Heluctia, 
Andreas Muſ- there were three prophane wrerches that played ar dice vp- 
abu m diabol. gy the Lords day without the walls of the cite, one of which 
blaſphemi®: called Utrich Schreterms hauing loſt much mony,and offen- 
ded God with may curſed {peeches, at laſt preſaging to him- 
Mandat.4., felte good lucke, he burſt torth into theſe tearmes, If Fortune 
_ wy >4- decemue me now, I will thruſt my dagger into the veric bodic 
mes "that of God as farre as I can: now forrune failcd him as before, 
Blaſphemie, wherefore torchwith hedrew his dagger,and taking it by the 
4b.1.cap.31. point, threw it againſt heauen with all his ſtrength: behold, 
the dagger vanithed away, and fiue drops of bloud diſtilled 
vpon che table before them, and withour all delay che diuell 
came in place, and carried away the blaſphemous wreee 
WILL 
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with ſuch force and noyſe, that the whole citie was amaſed 433 
and aſtoniſhed thereat : the other two (halfe belide them- 
{clues with feare) ſtroue to wipe away thedropsof bloud our 
of the table, burthe more they wiped it, the more clearely jr 

appeared : The rumor ofthis accident flew into the cicie,and 

cauſed the people to flocke thickeand threefold vnto the 

place, where they found the other two gameſters walhing the 

boord; whoie (by the decree of the Senate) they bound with 
chaines , and carried cowards the priſon ; buc as they pailed 

with them through a gate of the city,one of them was ftroken 

ſuddenly dead in the midit of them, with fuch a number of 
lice and wormes creeping outoft him,thatit was boch wonder- 
full and lothſome to behold : the third they themſelves (with- 

out any further inquiſition or triall) to avert the indignati- 

on which ſeemed to hang ouer their heads, pur incontinently 

to death;thetable they took and preſcrued it fora monument, 

to witnelſe vnto poſteritie, both how an accurſed a paſtime 

dicing is, and alſo what great inconueniencies and milchictes 

grow thereby. 

But that we may ſee yet morethe vanitie and miſchicuous 
working of this ſport, I will report one ſtorie more our ofthe 
ſame auchour, though not equallro the former in ſtrangencſle 
and height of ſinne, yeras tragicall,and no letle pirjtull, 

Inthe yeare 1550, there liued m Alfatia one Adam Steck- 
man,one that got hisliuing by trimming, pruning,and dreſ- 
fing vines;this man hauing receiued his wapes,tel] to dice,and 
loſt al thathe kad gotten;zinſomuch that he had not wherwith 
ro nourith his faraly,ſo that he fel into fuch a grictc of mind, 
and withall into {uch paines of the head, that hee grew almoſt 
deſperat withall : one day his wife being bulic abroad,lefc the 
care of her children vnto him; bur he rooke ſuch great care of 
them thar he cur all their throats,cuen 3 of them,whereof one 
lay in thecradle,and laſtly would hauc harged himſelte, had 
not his wife come inthe meane while, who beholding this 
pitifull cragedie, gaue a great outcrie, and telldowne dead ; 
whereupon the neighbours —_— in, were eye Ra 2 
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this woſull ſpeRacle :as for him, by law he was mdped to a 
moſt ſcuere and cruel] puniſhment: and all theſe pittifull e. 
ears aroſefrom that curſed root of Dice-play. 

We ought therefore to learne by all theſe things that haue 
been alceadie ſpoken, to abſtaine not onely from this curſed 


paſtime, buralſo from extortion, robberies, deceir,puile, and 
other ſuch naughty praiſesthat tend tothe hurt & detrimene 
of oneanother ; and in place thereof to procurethe good and 
welfare of each oneinall kindnesandequity,following the A- 
poſtles counſel], where he faith, Let rhem that ſtole Peak no 
more,bat rather trauel b y laboring with his hands inthat which 
15 good, that he may haue wherewith to ſuccor the neceſſtie of 
x! For it 15 notenough not to doeuill co our neighbor, 
_ wearetycd todo him good, or at leaft to endeauour to 
oc it, 


CHAP, XLIV. 


Of ſuch as haut beene notorious in all kinde of ſinnt, 


Je [T7 thelc foreplaced examples we hane ſeene 

NW! how heauie the iudgements of God have 
beene vpon thoſe that through the vnta- 
ef mecdnelle of their owne luſts and affeRti- 
Zal ons, would not ſubmit themſclues vnder 
the holy and mighty wil of God, but have 
countermanded his commandements, and withſtood his pre- 
cepts,ſome after one ſort,and ſome after another:now becauſe 
there haue bin ſome ſo wicked & wretched, that being whol- 
ly corruptedand depraued,they hauc overflowed with all ma- 
ner of ſinne and iniquity, and as it were maugred God with 
the multitude and hainouſneſle of their offences ; wee mult 
therefore ſpend ſome time alſo in ſetting forth their liucs and 
ends, as of themoſt vile aud monſtrous kinde of people that 
guer were. Inthis ranke wee may place the antienc Inhab1- 
rants of the land of Canaan, anirreligious people, void - all 
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feare and dread of God, andconſequently giuen over to all 481 
abhominable wickednelle, as co conjurings, witchcrafts, and 
vnnameable adulteries : for which cauſes the Lord abhotring 
and harmg them, did alſo bring them co a moſt ſtrange de- 
&Kruftion ; for firſt and tormoſt Tericho (the frontier citie of 
cheir countrey) being allaulred by the 1{raclites, for hindering 
cheir progrelle into the countrey, were all diſcomfited, not (© 
much by /oſaah his ſword,as by the huge ſtones which drop- 

ed from heauen vpon cheir heads : and left the nighc ouerta- 
king them ſhould breake off the finall and full deſtruRion of 
chiscurſed people, the day was miraculouſly prolonged, and 
che Sunne made to reſt himſelfe in the middeſt of heauen 
for the ſpace of a whole day : and ſo theſe fiue kings hiding 
ehemſelues 1n a caue, were brought our, and their neckes made 
a footſtoole to the captains of Iſrael, and were hanged on five 
Trees, | 

The tyran Periander viurped the gouernment ouer Corinth Sab#l. 
after hee had [laine theprincipall of che citie: he putto death 
his own wife,to the end to content and pleaſc his concubine 
nay and was ſo execrable, asto lyewith his owne mother : he 
baniſhed his naturall ſonne,and cauſed many children of his 
ſubjects to be gelded : finally fearing ſome miſerable & mon- 
ttrousend, and want of ſepulchre, in conſcience of his mif- 
deeds,hee gaue in charge to two ſtrong and hardie ſouldiers, 
that they ſhould gard a certaine appointed þ'ace, and nor 
failero kil the rſt that camein their way,and tc bury his bo- 
dy being ſlaine:now chefirſt chat met them was himſelfe,who 
offered himſelte vnto them without ſpeaking any word, and 
was ſoone diſpatched and buried according to his comman- 
dement : but theſe two were encountered with foure other, 
whome he alſo had appointed to do the fame to them which 
they had done to him. 

In this ranke deſcruably we may place the ſecond Diony- 5,44y,; 
frahis ſonne, that for his cruelties and extortions was {laine re 
by his owne ſubjects : whochough at the firſt made ſhew of 
a better and nuilder nature than OY was of, yer after he 
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26 was inſtalled in his kingdom,and growne ſtrong, hiswi 
5 narure ſhewed forth ir jo ; for firſt he rid our ke _ _ 
owne brethren, then his neereſt kindred, and 1aſtly, all other 
that but any way diſpleafed him ; viing his ſword not tothe 
cutting downe of vice, 3s it ought, but tothe cutting the 
throats of his innocent and guiltlefle ſubjeRs : with which 
tyrannie the people beeing incenſed, began to mutinie, and 
from murinies fell co open rebellion, perſecucing him ſo,thar 
he was compelled to flieand take harbour in Greece: where 
notwithſtanding he ceaſed nor his accuſtomed manners, but 
continued ſtill treſhly committing robberies, and doing all 
manner of jnjuriesand outrages, in wronging men,and for- 
cing both women aud maids to his filthie luſt: vnrill he was 
brought vnto ſolow and ſo baſe an ebbe of eſtate, that of a 
king being becomea beggar and a vagabond,hee was plad to 
teach children at Corinth,to get his poore liuing,and ſodyed 
m milerie. 
Cabell. Clearchas, another tyran, after hee had pur to death the 
moſt part of the Nobles and chicke men of account in the ci- 
tic Heraclea, vſurped atyrannousauthoritie ouer the reſt : a- 
mongtit many of whoſe monſtrous enormitiesthis was one, 
that he conſtrained che widowes of thoſe whom hee had ſhan, 
againft their wils ro marry thoſe of his followers whom heal- 
lotred chemto ; inſomuch that many of them with griefe and 
anger ſlew themſclues: now there were two men of ſtouter 
courage thanthereft, whopitrying the miſerable condition 
of che whole citie, me 43 ro deliver. che ſane out of his 
cruell hands : comming therefore accompanied with tie 
other of the ſame mind and refolurion,as though rhey would 
debate a priua: quarrel] be ore his preſence,as _ as COnue- 
nience {crued, they dwuerted their ſwords from themuſelues in- 
to the tyrans boſome, and hewed him 1n picces 11 rhe veric 
mudit of his guard. 
Tabait, eAgathecles, king or rather ryran o® Sicihe from a porters 
ſonne growing to be am24n ot ware, rooke von it clit go- 
NEXNmEnt of the countrey and vlurped he CLYWN, COLI arit 
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cocheconſent of his people: he was one gen toall manner 485 
of filchic and vncleane pollutions, in whom treacheric,cruel- 
cic, and generally all kinde of vicereigned, and therefore was 
worthily plagued by God, firſt by a murder ofhis youngeſt 
ſon,committed by his eldeſt ſonnes ſonne, thar aſpired vmto 
the crowne, and thought chat he might be an obſtacle in his 
way for obtaining his purpoſe : and laſtly , having ſent his 
wife and children into /Egypt for ſafctie, by his owne miſcra- 
ble and languiſhing death which ſhortly after enſued, 

Romulus che firtt King of Rome was (as Plorws teſtifieth) Florue- 
cranſported by a diuell our of thisearth inco ſome habiration 
of his own,tor the monſtrous ſuperſtitions, conjurings,chefts, 
rauiſhments,and murders, which during his pompe hee com- 
mitted ; and moreouer (he ſairch) chat P/aurarch, the moſt cre- p{gtarch. 
dible and learned Writer amongtt Hiſtoriographers , both 
Greck and Latin, that cuer writ,auoucherh che ſame for rrue, 
Thar be wascarried away oneday by a ſpirit in a mighty tem- 
peſt of thunder and lightening, before the view of the whole 
mulcicude,to their great aſtonifhment, infomuch that they fled 
at the (light thereof, 

What ſhall wee ſay of S:{la,that monſter in crueltie', that 
noft odious and execrable Tyranthatcuer was, by whom all 
ciuile order and humane policic was vtterly detaced, and all 
vice and confulion in ſtead thereof ſer vp? did hee not pjurarch. 
procure the deathof {ix thouſand men ar one clap, at the 
diſcomfirureof Marin ? And hauing promiſed to ſaue rhe 
liues of chree thouſand that appealed vnio his mercie,d1d hee 
not cauſechem tobe allembled within a parke,and there ro 
haue their throats cut,whileſt hee made an oration to the Se- 
nat 2? Ic was hee that66lled che channels of the ſtreers of Rome, 
and other cities in Iralic, with bloud and (lauphcers innume- 
rable: and thatneither ſpared Alrar, Temple,or ocher priut- 
kedped placeor houſe whatſocuer , from the pollucion and 
diſtainement of innocent bloud : husbends were flaine 
in their wiues armes , infants in their nothers boſomes, 
and infinite mulcicudes of _ murdered for thejr riches: oe 
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if any wereeitherrich, or owners of faire houſes of pleaſang 
gardens, they wereſure to die: belides if there were any pri. 
uate quarrell or grudge berwixt any citiſen and ſome of hi 
crew,heſutfered his fideto reuenge themlclues after their own 
laſts,ſo chat for priuat miſlike and enmity many hundreds Joſt 
their lives ; he that fauedan outlaw or proſcribed perſon in 
his houſe(of which there were roo many of the belt ſort inhis 
time) or gaue him entertainment vnder his roofe, whetherhe 
were his brother, ſonne, or parent whatſocucr, was himiſelfe 
for recompence of his courtelic and humanirie, proſcribed 
and ſold, and condemned to death ; and hee that killed one of 
them that was proſcribed, had: for reward two talents. ( the 
wages of his murder) amounting in value to tweluehundred 
crownes, whether it was a bondllaue that ſlew his maſter, or 
a ſonnethat murdered his father: comming to Preneſte,hee 
began to proceed in a kinde of juſticial forme amongſt theci. 
riſens, and as it were by law and equitie to pradtife wrong 
and injuric : but erc long, either beeing wearie of ſuch ſlow 
proceedings, or not at leiſure to proſecute the ſame any fur- 
ther, hee cauſed to meet together 1n one aflemblie two thou- 
{and of them, whome he committed all co the maſſacre withe 
out ary manner of compaſſion: As he was ſitting one day in 
the middeſt of his pallace in Rome,a ſouldier to whom he had 
granted the prolcription of hisdead brother, as if hee had 
beene aliue (whome hee himſclte before the ciuile warre had 
ſlaine) preſented him in licu of thanks forthe great goodrum 
the we of one Marcus Marin of the aducrſe faction, before 
the whole citic, with his hands all embrued in bloud, which 
he alſo waſhed in the holy water-ſtacke of Apolloes temple, 
being neere vnto that place ; and all this becing commended 
and countenanced by S:#a : hee decreed a general} diſanul- 
ment& abrogarion of al titles and rights that were pailed be- 
fare his time, to the end ro haue the more libertic both to 
ro death whom he pleaſed, & to confiſcat mens goods, and al- 
ſo to vapeople & to repeople cities, & to ſack, pull-down, and 


build, and to depoſe & make kings ar his pleaſure:the goods 


which 
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which he had thus ſeiſed, he ſhamed not to (cll with 1115s own 
114nds, {itting 1n his tribunall fear, ging otcentunes a faire 
woman a whole countrey,or the reucnucs of a Citic, for her 
beaucie, and to Players, Iefters, Tuglers, Minſtrils,and other 
wicked cftfranchifed (Jaues, great and vnnecellarie rewards : 
yea, and todiuers married women alſo, whom (plealing his 
cyc) hee depriucd their husbands of perforce, and eſpouſed 
them to himſelfe, maugretheir wils : beeing delirous to ally 
himſelfe with Poxapey,he commanded him to caſt off his law- 
full wife,and taking from Magnus Glabriohis wife Emilia, 
madchim marrie her,thoughalreadie great with childe by her 
former husband; bur ſhe died in trauell in his houſe. In feaſts 
and banettings hee was too immoderate} for it was his con« 
tinuall and daily pradtiiſe : the wine that hee dranke vſually 
was fortie yeares old, and the companie that he delighted ro 
keepe was compadt of minſtrils, tumblers, players, lingers, 
_ ſuch like raſcals , and withtheſc he would ſpend whole 
dayes in drinking, carouling,dauncing,and all difſolutenelle. 
Now this difordinate life of his did ſo augment a diſeaſe 
which was growne in his bodie,to wit an inpoſthume,that in 
eimeit corrupted his fleſh, and curned it into lice;inſuch ſort, 
that though hee had thoſe that continually followed him co 
(weepe them off, and to lJouſe him night and day, yetthe en- 
creaſe was {till ſo plentitull, chat all would nor ſerue to cleare 
him a for moment :infomuch , tharnothis apparel], though 
neuer ſo newand changeable,nor his linnen,though ncuer fo 
freſh, nor his bach nor his lauer, no nor his meat and drinke 
could be kept vnpollured fromthe flux of this filthy vermine, 
ir 1fſued in ſuch abundance : oftentimes in a day he would 
waſh himfelte ina bath, but co no grear purpoſe ; tor his ſhame 
ncreaſed the more ,, The day betore hee dyed lice ſent 
for one Graxins,who attending his death,delayed to pay that 
which he ought tothe Common: wealth, and beeing come 1n 
his preſence, hee commaumded hirn ro bee ſtrangled to death 
beforeh1s face ; but with ſtraining himſcite in crying after his 
execution, his impoſthume burſt & vomuted our ſuch + 
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490 of bloud,that his ſtrength failed him withall,and paſſing thr 
1:ight 3n great diſticile, the next day made vp his wicked and 
zmtſcrablc end. 
Dion, A'ter that Ca/:eslx began to addi himſelf to impicticand 
content of God, preſcncly being nor curbed with any feare 
feare nor ſhame, he became moit difloluce inall kinde of wic. 
kednclls;for ac onetime he cauſed to be (lainea great number 
of people tor calling hum young eArgnſt xs, as if it had beene 
an injuric to his perſon to be ſo entituled: and to ſay briefe] 
of all his inurders, there were ſo many of his kindred,friends, 
ſcnatours,and citiſens, made away by his'means,that it would 
betoolong and tedious hereto recite : wherefore ſeeing that 
hee was generally hated of the people for his miſdeeds, hee 
wiſhed that they all had but one head, to the end (ax it mipht 
ſceme) that at one blow he might diſpatch chem all. In ſump. 
cuouſnelle and coſtlineſle of diſhes and banquets hee neither 
found nor lefr his equall, forhee would ſup vp molt precious 
ſtones mclted by art, and ſwallow downe treaſures into his 
bellic : his banquets were often ſerued with golden loaues 
and golden meats : in giuing rewards hee was ſometime too 
coo prodigall, for hee would caſt great ſummes of money 
amongſt the peoplecertaine dayes togerher, vncill his bags 
WEre | Ee drie, and then new ſtrange ſhifts muſt bepraſti- 
ſed to fill themvp againe : his ſubje&ts hee oucrcharged with 
many new found, and vnjuſt caxes, exatting of them atri- 
buce cuen for their meat: if there were any money controuer- 
fies to bee decided , the fourth part of the ſame was his 
ſhare, which way ſocuer the matter enclined : theeight penny 
of eucric porcers gaine throughout the citic ( which with 
crauell they carned) hee tooke into his purſe : yea,and that 
which is more filchic and diſhoneſt, the veric whores and 
common ſtrumpets paicd him a yearely reuenue for cheir bau- 
deries: which a&, though moſt villanous and flanderons, yet 
is made a ſamplarco ſome of our holic Popesco imitate,and 
indeed hath of many beene purin practiſe : but to our pur- 
pole; whereas betore, hus prodigalitic was ſo great as to ſcatter 
; mo- 
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money like ſeed amidft the people, now his niggardlineſſe 491. . 
grew on the other ſideſo miſerable, that hee _ haue the 

pcople vpon the firſt day of the yearecucrie one to giue him 

a new yeares pitt, he himfelte ſtanding at the doreof his houſe 

like a beggar, receuing the peoples almes, More ouer, of all 

that cuer gaue their lufts che bridletoabuſe other mens wiuecs, 

| heewasmoſtim ptdenc and noterious ; for diuerſe times hee 

vſcd to feaſt maniefaire ladies and their husbands, and after 

his good cheare ended, to ouerview them ſeuerally a part, as 

Merchants doe their wares, and to take her that pleaſed his 

fancie belt into ſome ſecrer place, to abuſcat his pleaſure; 

neither afrer the deed doneto bee aſhamed togloric and vant 

himſelfe in his filthie and wicked a&t : Hecommitrted inceſt 

with his owne liſters, forcing them co his luſt, and by one 

of them had a daughter borne, whome (layth Extrepis his 
abhominable concupiſcence abuſcd alſo in moſt fikhie and 
prepoſterous manner : At length many conſpired: his de- 

ſtruion, bur eſpecially one of the Tribunes (which office 

we may after the cuftome of our French nation rightly rerme 

the Marſhalſhip, and the othicer one of our foure Marſhals, 

as Buders ſayth) who (hewed himfelfe more cagerly affeted 

in the cauſe than the reſt, purſued this enterpriſe ;3n more 

ſpcedic and deſperate manner : for as the Tyran returned 

from the Theatre by.a by-way to his palace (the third day of 

che feaft which hee celebrared in honour of 14/1: Ceſar ) 

the Tribune preſented himtelte, as if inregard of his: of. 

fice,to import. ſome marter of importance vnto him : and has - 

uing recciued a curriſh word or two at his hands (as his cu»: 

tome was) he gaue him ſo ſuddena flroke berweene che head 

andthe ſhoulders , rhat what with ic and the blowes of 

his complices, that gang tor the ſarne incent ruſhed vpon 
him, hee was (laine anongit chem, no man ſtirring a foot to 
delmwer him ou: »f chew hands, chough many looked en and 
might haue ade hymn it chey would; he was no looner (lane, 
Þ 14 VTT NC mn encly WAS (enc arter, aid IS Q SINCE 
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his wretched (elfc, with his falchie progenie,to a wretched and 
miſerable end. 

Neroſhewed himſelte not onely an cnemie toGad in per- 
ſecuting his church , but alſo a peruerter and diſturber of 
humane nature, in cmbruing his hands 1n the bloud of his 
owne mother and grandmother,whom he cauſed to be put to 
death, and in killing his owne wife and (ifter, and infinite 
numbers of all kinde of people: belide,in adulteries hee was 
ſo monſtrous, that it 1s better to conceale them from modeſt 
cares, thantoſtirre vp the puddle of ſo ſtinking and noyſome 
a dunghill : for which his villanies che Senate condemned 
him to aſhamefulland moſt ignominious death, and his ar- 
mies and forces forſooke him: which when he vnderſtood, 
hee berooke him to flight, and hid himſelfc in an out-way a- 
monglſt thornes and buſhes, which with great paine hauing 
paſt through,being wearic of his life, he threw himſelfe down 
anto a pit foure foor deepe,and when hecould get none of his 
men to lay their hands vpon him, he deſperatly and miſerably 
ſlew himſelfe. 

Uitellixe, forthe murders and other outragious miſdeeds 
which hee committed, was taken in his ſhirt, and drawne 
through the ſtreetes with a halter about his necke, and his 
hands bound behind him,and the point ofa dagger vnder his 
chin ; the people cafting durt and dung vpon him in detefta- 
tion;and calling him make-bate and ſeditious villaine,with 
other opprobrious reproches : and at laſt beeing mallacred 
with many blowes, was drawne witha hooke into Tiber,like 
a carrion. 

Domitian was a cruell enemie of the Chriftians : hee re- 
jeRed his owne wite to take a new,and being couertly repro- 
ued by Helnidiua for the ſame, in a Play of the divorce of 
Paris and Enoy,which he preſented vnto him, he puc himto 
death for his labour. Many worthie Senateurs and chiete 
men.and ſuch as had borne the office of the Conſull,wichout 
juſt cauſe giuen of reprehenſion ,were murdered by him : hee 


{pared nothis owne bloud and neereftallies, nonor A 
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brother 731, but what with poyl on and ſword deftroyed 
chem all ro confufion, Burt in che end, when he faw that the 
world hated him for his outragious cruclties, hee conſulted 
with che Aſtrologians and Conjurers, what death did wait 
for him z one of the which _ the reſt told him char 
heſhould be ſlaine, and that very ſhortly : wherewithall be- 
ing ſore croubled, hee firſt cauſed him chat had prognoſtica- 
w: chiseuill vnto him, to be ſlaine: then he compalled him- 
ſclfe with a ſtrong gard;and to the end toſeethem that ſhould 
come neere, he made his gallery walls where he walked , of 
ſuch a kinde of gliſtering and ſhining ftone, that hee might 
ſee in them all about him both behinde and before. When 
the day and houre which was forecalculated for his death 
was come, one of the Conſpirators came in with his left arme 
in a ſcarfe, as if hee had been fore hurt; feigning that hee 
would bewray the whole treaſon which heeſo much feared ; 
and being entred his Chamber, hce preſented him with a 
long diſcourſe in writing, touching the matter and manner 
of the Conſpiracie :and when in reading the ſame, hee ſaw 
him moft aſtoniſhed , then he tooke occaſion to ſtrike him 
ſuddenly into the bellic with his dagger, his owne ſeruants 
making vpthemurther, when they ſaw him go aboue to re- 
fit. And thus by all his wiſedome and prouidence hee could 
not rid himſelfe from being ſurpriſed, nor hinder the execuri- 
on of Gods juſt fore appointed judgement. And theſe were 
che ends of thoſe wicked Emperours, whoin regard of their 
vile liues wererather monſters than men z and not onely they 
whom weehaue named, but many moeallo, as Antonin, Ca- 
racalla, Heliogabalz, and other like may be worthily pla- 
ced in this ranke. | | 

But of all, Heliogabalrs 1s moſt famous : of whome it 
recorded in hiſtories, that he was ſo prodigious in all glut- 
tonie, filchinelle , and ribauldrie, that the like I thinke was 
neuer heard of , except thoſe monſters that went before ; 
and yet I ſuppoſe hee ſurpatied rhem too, Such was the ex- 
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| ceeding and luxurious pompe of this beaſt-Jlike Emperour, 


that in his lampes he vied baulme, and filled his fiſh-ponds 
with roſe water : the garments which hee wore were all of 
the fineſt gold and mot coſtly filkes : his ſhooes pliſtered 
with precious ſtones, curioully cngraucn ; hee was neuertwo 
dayes (erued with one kinde of mear, nor wore one garment 
ewice, and ſo likewiſe for his flcſhly wickednetle hee varied 
it eucric time : Some dayes hee was ferued ar meales with 
the braines of Oltriches, andaſtrange fowle called a Phy. 
locapteric , another day with che tongues of Popingayes, 
and other ſweet (inging birds: being 11gh ro the ſea,he ne- 
uer vſed fi(h, in places farre diftant from the fea : all his 


houſe was ſerued with moſt delicate fiſh : at one ſupper his ' 


table was furniſhed with ſeuen thouſand hikes and five 
chouſand fowles : Art his remzoouals in his progretle chere 
followed him commonly {ix hundred chariots ; hee ved to 
ſacrifice with young children, and preferred to the beſt ad- 
uancements in the Common-wealth molt light perſons, as 
Bawdes, Minſtrels, Players, and ſuch like: in one word, hee 
was an cnemuetoall honeſtic and good order. And when he 
was foretold by his Sorcerers and Aſtronomers , that hee 
ſhould die a violent death, hee prouided ropesof f(ilke to 
hang himſelfe, ſwords of gold to kill himſelte, and ſtrong 
poylons in Iacinchs and Emerauds to poyſon himſelte, if 
needs hee (hould chereto be forced: Moreouer, hee made an 
high cower, hauing the boorded floore couered with gold 
plate, and broidered with precious ſtones, from the which 
rower hee might throw himſelte downe, if he were purſued 
of his caemies. Bur notwithſtanding all chis prouiſion, 
(Gods vengeance not permitting him to die as hee would) 
hee was ſlaine of the ſouldiers, drawne through thecitic,and 
caſt into Tiber, afterheehad raigned two yeares and cight 
monerhs.. 

Tgellins, one of the Captaines of Nerves guard, and a 
chictc procurer ang ſetter forward of his tyraunic, was = 
CAauic 
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cauſe of the death of many great perſenages in Rome: and 
being enriched by their ſpoile and other ſuch like robberies, 


afcer the death of Nero (whomin his extreritiche forſooke) 


plunged himſelfe, and wallowed in all manner of Jicentious 
and diſordinate delights. Now though he was worthie of a 
thouſand deaths for his cruelties cowards many good citiſens, 
yet by the mcanes of one Tunius he Emperor Galba his chicte 
minion,whoſe tauor he had by great ſummes of mony boughr 
and obtained (for he gaue vnro his daughter at one time Ge 
and twentiethouſand crowns,andto himſfelfe at anothertime 
a carknet worth fifteen thouſaud crowns for a preſemt)he was 
ſpared and kept in faterie: bur as ſoone as Orhe was ioftalled 
inthe Eimpire,his downefalland deftruion began preſently 
to follow : for Orho,to cheend to pratifie che Romans, ſent to 
apprehend him, who was then in his houſes of pleaſure in the 
fielde, banquercing and ſporting with his harJots,and vſing all 
manner of rior,albeit by reaſon of a deadly diſeaſe which was 
vpon him, he was cuen at deaths dore, When he ſaw himſelfe 


thus taken,and thar no meanes of eſcape was left {no nor by 


the veſſels which he had prepared at the ſca ſhore for purpoſe, 
ifnecd were,to conuey him away )and that he which had com- 
miſſion io rakehim, would giue him no aduanrage of eſca- 
ping, though hee offered him great rewards for the{ame, hee 
entreated onely leiture ro ſhave his beard before hee wene ; 


which being granted, herookearaſor,and inſtead of thauing, 
cut his ownechroar. 
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More examples of the ſame argument, 
ATE AR x. leronimm,atruc Tyran of Sicily,en. 
: \ ured and taſhioned to all pride, and 
; AY > of molt corrupt and rotten man- 
"OR 
quickely made himſfelfe fearefull to 


v5 
LADELI 
his SubieRs, both by bis ſtately and 


proud manner of ſpeech, as alſo by the hardneſle of accelle 
vntohim, together with a kinde of diſdainfull contempr of 
all men : but moſt ofall did theinward pride of his heart ap- 
peare when he had gotten a gard abour his body ; for then he 
ceaſed not to bait, bite, and deuoure,and to exerciſe all kinde 
of crueltie againſt cuery man , and all kinde of ryot and ex- 


ners, began right after the death of 
his father Hero, (that left him a 
peaceable and quict kingdome) to 
(hew forth his arrogance ; for hee 


_ celleof filthineileagainſt himſelte: ſo that he became ſo odi- 


ous and contemprtible to his ſubjefts, that they conſpired a- 
gainſt him, to depriue him bork of his lite and kingdome: 
which conſpiracy though it came to light, yer for all that 
wanted not his duc effect: forafcer he had (through liſtnin 

to falle reports) pur to death vniuſtly his trueſt and deareſſ 
friends, and thoſe that would indeed hauchelped him in his 
neceſlity,both with good aduice & other ſuccour,he was ſur- 
priſed ashe walked ina narrow & trait way,andtherecruelly 
murthered. Now there was one Andronodorus his brother in 
law,that aſpiredto the crown,had corrupted his manners,and 
thruſt him forward toall theſe miſdemeanours, tothe end by 
thoſe praiſes he might makehim odiousto his people,thatby 


that 
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chat meancs he might obtaine his owne pu as indeed hee 

did: tor after hus . ny hee ſei{ed _ _ though di 
,vich no long enjoyance ; for through the troubles and com- 

motions which were rayſed in the countrey by his meanes, 

both hee, his wife, and whole race,together with the whole 

progenie of Hijeronymus,whether innocent or guilty, were all 

vtrerly rooted out and defaced. 

Andronicus was one of the molt wickedeſt men that lined 
on theearth in his time ; for he excelled in all kinde of euil] : 
in ambition, boldnetle in doing miſchiefe, crueltie, whore- 
dome, adulterie, and incelt alſo to make vp the whole num- 
ber : behides, he was ſo treacherousand diſſoyall,that he traite- 
roully few the ſonne and heireof the Emperour Emanxe/, 
ſhucting him in aſacke, and ſo throwing him into theſea;af- 
ter which, by violence he tooke polleſſton of the Empire of 
Conſtantinople, and like a ſtrong theefe ſeiſed vpon thar 
which was none of his owne ; but as foone as he had gotten 
his deſire, then began his luſts co rage and raue, then hetell to 
whoring and forcing women and maids to his luſt, whom af- 
ter he had oncerobbed of their chaſtiries,he gaue over to his 
bauds and ruftians to abuſe ; and that which is more than all 
this, hee rauiſhed one of his owne liſters, and committed in- 
ceſt with her: morcouer, to maintaine and vphold his tyran- 
nous eſtate, he ſlew moſt of the nobilitie, and all elſe rhat bore 
any ſhew of honeſtie or credit with them, and liued altoge- 
ther by wrongs and extortions: wherefore his ſubjects (pro- 
uoked with theſe multitudes of eujls which rezgned in him, 
and not able toendure any longer his vile outrages and jn- 
dignities)rebelled againſt him and beſieged him, got him in- 
0 their mercileſle hands, and handled him on this faſhion 
following : firſt they degraded him and ſpoyled him ot his 
imperiall ornaments, then they pulled out one of his eyes, and 
fer him vpon an alle backeward, with the tayle in his hand 
n ſtead of a Scepter,and a rope about his necke in ſtead of a 
crowne;and in this order and attyre they led him through al! 
Conftancinople, the people ſhouting and reuiling him on all 
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{1des, lome throwing durt, others pittle,diucts dung,andche 
women their piſpots at his head: ater all which banguetting 
diſhes, he was tranſported to the gallowes,and there hanged, 
ro make an end of all. 

Charles King ot Nauarre, whole mother /eaz was daugh- 
terto Lewts Luttor King of France, was anorher that opvreſ« 
{cd his ſubjeas with crueltic and rough dealing: for he 1m- 
poſed vpon them grienous taxes and tributes, and when mas 
nie of the chickelt of his Commonexcalth came to make 
knowne vnto him the pouerrtie of his people, and that they 
were not able to enJure any more ſuch heauie burihens, hee 
cauſed them all to be put to death for their boldnetie; hee was 
the kindler of many great miſchiefesin France,and fthe hire 
wherewith diuers places of ſtrength, and caltles of detence 
were burned to aſhes : he counſelled the Countie of Foix his 
ſonne to poyſon his father,and not onely ſo,but gauc him allo 
che poyſon with his owne hands, wherewith to doe the deed : 
Moreouer, aboue all chus, lecheric and Adulterie ſwaycd kis 
powers, euen in hisold age; forat threeſcoreyeres of age, hee 
had a whore in a corner, whoſe companiche daily hanted;and 
ſo much,that ſhe ar lengih gauc hun his deaths wound;tor xc 
turning from her companic oneday(as his vie was)& entring 
into his chamber,he went ro bed all quaking and ialte troſen 
with cold, neither could he by any meanes recouer his heat, 
vnril by art they ſought to ſupply nature,and blew vpon hi: 
with braſen bcellowes Aquauitze and hot blaſts of ayre ; but 
withall,the fire vnregarded flew berwixt che ſheets, and 1nfla- 
medthe dric linen rogether with the Aquauitz,to ſuddenly, 
that ere any help could be made, his late quiuiring bones were 
10 halfe burned to death. Iris truechat he liued Gfreen daies 
after this, bur 1n ſo great griefe and torment, without ſence of 
any helpe or afſuagenienc by Philicke or Surgerie,that at tic 
endthereof hedicd milerably: and fo, as during hislife his af- 
fection cuer burnt in Juſt,and his mind was alwaies hot vpon 
miſchiete and couetouſnelle, ſo his dayes were finiſhed wich 
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Lugtake, king of Scots, ſucceeding his father Ga/ars in the 49g 
«ingdome, was {o odiousand milchicuous a Tyran, that euery Laxquer, 
1n2n hated him no letlefor his vices,than they loued his father 
tor his vertues; he [lew many rich and noblemen forno other 
cauſe, buc to enrich his crealurie with their goods: he commit- 
ied the gouernment ot the realm to moſt vnjuſt and couerous 
pcrſons,and with their companie was moſt delighted : he ſha- 
1cdnor to defloure his owne aunts,lifters,and daughters,and 
to {cornehis wiſe and graue counſellors, calling them old do- 
ring fooles ;all which monſtrous villanies (with a thouſand 
orc) ſo incenſed his Noblesagainit him, that they (lew him 
after hee had reigned three yeres : but as che Proucrbe goeth, 
Seldome commeth a better ; another or worſe Tyran ſuccec- 
dedin his kingdome ; namely 4egalizz, coulin germane to 
Ln1gtake,a man notorioully intefted with all manner of vices: 
for albeit inchebeginning of hisreigne he gaue hiniſelte to 
follow the wiſedome and manners of his vncle Ga/dr, yer in 
his age his corrupt nature burſt forth abundantly, but chiefly 
11 auarice,lecherie,& cruelty ; this was he that licenſed theeues 
and robbers cotake the goods ofttheir neighbors without pu- 
niſhment, and that firtt ordained the goods of condemned 
perſons to be confiſcat to the kings vie, without reſpeR cither 
of wiues, children,or creditors; tor which crimes he was allo 
flaine by his nobles, 

Belides theſe, there was another king of the Scots, called The ſins, 
Atherto, incheycare of our Lord 240, whoſhewed himſclte 
alioin lIikemannera moſt vile and abhominable wretch : for 
heto wallowedin all manner of vncleane and etteminar luſts, 
that hee was not aſhamed to goe in the (ight of the people 
playing vpon a flute, rejoycing more tobeaccounted a good 
Fidler,thana good Prince ; from which vices hee tell at latt to 
thedcflouring andrawſhing of maidsand women ; inſonuuch 
as the daughters of his nobles could nor be (ate from his1nfa- 
tiable and 1incollerable luſt : wheretore beeing purſued by 
chem, when heſaw no meanes toeſcape, hce deſperately flew 
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The great outrages which the Spaniards haue commit= 
ted in the Welt Indies are apparanc teſtimonies of their iu 
pietic, injuſtice, cruclcie, inſatiable coueroulnetle, and luxu- 
ric ; and the judgement wherewith God hath hunted them 
vp and downe both by ſea and land (as lateand freſh hifto- 
ries doc teſtifie)are manifeſt witnelles of his heauie anger and 
di. pleaſure againſt chem ; amongftt all which, I will here in- 
ſert none but that which is rnoit notorious and worthie me- 
morie, as the wretched accident of Pamphilus Nonares and 
his companie : This man with {1xe hundred Spaniards ma- 
king torchecoaſt of Florida, ro ſceke the gold ot che riuer of 
Pale trees, were ſo tormoyled with vehcinent windes and 
rempeſts, that they could nor keepe their vetlels from dath- 
ng againſt the (hore, ſo that their ſhips did allſplic in fun- 
der,and they for the moſt part were drowned, ſauce a few thac 
elcaped to land, yereſcaped not danger ; tor they ranne ro- 
uing vp anddowne this {auage countrey ſo long, till rhey tel! 
into ſuch excreame pouertie and famine, that for want of vi- 
Ctuals twelue of them deuoured one another; and of the 
wholefix hundred chat went forth, there neuer yer returned 
aboue renae, all the reſt becing cicher drowned or pined ro 
death. 

Francis Pizarre, a man of baſe parentage, for in his youth 
hee was but a hoghcard, and of worſe qualities and edy- 
cation, for he knew not ſo much as the firit elements of lear- 
ning, giving himſelfe tothe Weſt Indian warres , grew to 
ſomecredir 1n bearing oifice, but withall ſhewed bimlc]fe ve- 
rie diſloyall , treacherous, and bloudie-minded, in commit- 
ting many odious and monſtrous cruelties :entring Peru with 
an armie of ſouldiers, to the end ro conquer new lands 
and dominions, and to glut his vnſatiable coucrouſneilc 
with a new ſurtec of riches (after the true Spaniſh cuttoine) 
hee commured many bloudie and traiterous Tyymwangx: 


—- 


erciſed miore than barbarous crueltic: for firſt ynder pre- 
cence of friend(hip, feyning to parle with eLriabaliba, King 
o. Cuſco ;the poore King comming with fiue and ewentie 
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chouſand of ynarmedmen, in oftentatiori of his greatneſſe, <q 
not in purpoſetoreſift, he welcommed him and his men (o 
nimbly with ſwords and curtleaxes, that they had all ſoone 
cheir throats cut by a moſt horrible ſlaughter, and the King 
himſelfe was taken and put in chaines : yea, and the Citie at- 
ter this maſſacre of men abroad , felt ſoone the inſolencies of 
theſe braue warriours within: in fine, though Pizarre pro- 
miſcd eArtabaliba to ſauehis life, in regard of a ranſome a- 
mounting to more than two millions of gold, yer after the re- 
ceit thereof hetraiterouſly cauſed him to be hanged, contrary 
to both his oath, and all equitie and reaſon : but this cruel! 
perfidic of his went not long without puniſhment ; for both 
he and all thereft that were any wayes accelſarie or conſen- 
ting tothe death of this King, came to a wretched end :but e- 
{pecially his foure brerhren , Ferdinand, Gonuſal, John Mar. 
tin of Alcantara, and Diego of Almagro ; who as they were 
principallin the a&tion, ſo werethey in the puniſhment : the 
firſt that was puniſhed was /ohn Pizarre , who with many 
other Spaniards was ſurpriſed in the citie Cuſco , and ſlaine 
by themen of war of /ſangofrem and Artabaliba : next af- 
cer that,therearoſeſuch a dmuiſion and heart-burning betwixt 
the Pizarresand Almagro,and their partakers, that afterthey 
had robbed and waſted and ſhared our the great and rich 
Countrey of Peru, they ſkew one another by mutual ſtrokes : 
and a]beir that there was by common conſent an agreement 
accorded berwixt them , for the preſeruing of their vnitic 
and friendſhip ; yer Francs Pizarre, enuying that A/magro 
ſhould be Gouernour of Cuſco, and hee nor, interrupted all 
their agreements, by ſtartipg from his promiſes , andrekind- 
led the halfe-quenched fireof warre by his owne ambition : 
for hee preſently defied Almagro, and ſenthis brother Fer- 
dinard before to bid him battaile ; who ſo well behaued him- 
ſelfe, that he tooke Almagro priſoner , and deltuered him 
bound to his brother Francs, who cauſed him to be ſtrang- 
ledin priſon ſecretly, and afterto be beheaded in publique. 
Now Ferdinand being ſent by his brother towards Spare, 
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Ofnotorious offendors The T heatre of 


5O2 


wich a great maſle of gold co clearehinſclfe of thedeach of 


Almagro, could not ſo well juſtihe the fact, as that all his 


txeaſure could ſaue him from the priſon ; and what became 
o®him afterwards, knowne it is to God, bur not to the world. 
A while after, the fellowes and triends of eA/magro, whoſe 
roods the Pizarriſts had ſezied vpon, tooke counſel] with 
Don Diego Almagro ns ſonne toreuenge the death of his fa- 
ther ; therefore being innumber bur ewelue, with vnſheathed 
ſwords, they deſperately burſt into Frances Pizarres houſe, 
(then Marquelle and Gouernour of Peru) and at the firſt 
brunc (lew a Capraine that garded the enterance of the hall, 
and next him, Martin of Alcantara, and other more, that 
kept the enterance of the chamber,(o that he fel] dead euen ar 
his brother the Marquelles feet : who albcic his men were all 
ſlaine before his cyes,and himſelfe leftalone amiddeſt his ene- 
mics, yet gaue not ouer todeftend himfelte ſtourly and man- 
Fully, vntill allof chem ſetting vpon himat once,he was ſtab- 


bed intothe throat,and ſo fel dead vponthe ground;and thus. 


Gniſhed he and his complices their wretched dayes , anſwe- 
rable co their cruell deſerts : but their murderers (chough 
they deſerucd tobe chus dealt withall ) yer for dealing in this 
ſort without authoritie, were not taultkc(le, but recciued the 
due wages of their turious madnelle : for Doz Diego him- 
ſelfe, afrer hee had beene « while Gouernour of Pcru,had 
his armie oucrcome and dilcomfited by the Emperors forces, 
and was betrayed into their hands by his owne Lieutenanc 
of Cuſco, where he thought to haue ſaued himſelte,and right 
ſoone Joſt his head , with the greateſt Captaines and fauou- 
rites that hee had, who wereallo quartered, Now of the fiue 
brethren we haue heard foure of their deſtrudtionz,onely one 
remaineth (namely Gonzalle Pizarre ) to bee ſpoken of ; 
who becing ſent tor by the conquerours to betheir Chicfe- 
raine and Protector againtt che Viceroy, that went abour to 
make chem obſerue the Emperours lawes and decrees, tou- 
ching the libertie of the Indian Nation, was betrayed and 
forſaken by the ſame men that ſenc for him , and ſo fell jnco 
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hisenemies hands, that cut off his head : The Generall of his 503 
armie, a couetous and cruell man, thatin ſhort ſpace made 
away aboue three hundred Spaniards , and all as it were 
with his owne hand, was drawne vp and downe at a horſe 
raylethe ſpace of halfe a quarter of an hourc, and then han+ 
ged vpon the gallowes, and quartered in foure parts. The 
Monke of Vauvard, called Yincext, who with his croile 
and portciſc had encouraged Pizarre and his armic apainſt 
Artabaliba, and was for that cauſe created Biſhop of Peru, 
when D:ego came to the gouernement, fled into the I{land 
Puna toeſcape his wrath; but in ſecking to auoid him) he fel} 
into as great a ſnare ; for the Iſlanders afſaulted him one 
night, and knocke him co death with ſtaues and clubs, coge- 
ther wich fourtie Spaniards of his fellowſhip, chat accompa- 
nied him in his flight, and ſtarted not frombim in his death. 
And chus the $90 and holy Monke, for medling with, and 
ſetting forward the murder of ſo many poore people, was for 
his paines and good deeds juſtly rewarded by the Indians of 
that Iſland. 

Moreouer,after and beſide all theſe troubles,ſeditions, and 
cluile warres of Peru, all they that returned from Spaine ſuf- 
fered ſhipwrecke for the moſt part: for their fleet had ſcarce 
attained che midft of their courſe, when there aroſe fo terrible 
a tempeſt, chavot cighteeneſhips, thirteene ſo periſhed, that 
chey were neuecr heard of after ; and of the fiue which remai- 
ned,two were tumbled backe to the coaſt of Saint Dominick, 
all be-rent and ſhiuered in pieces ; other three were driuen to 
Spaine, whereof one hitring againſt the bay of Portugall, 
loſt many of her men : The Admirall her (elſe of this leet 

iſhed necre vnto Saint Lucar de Baramede,with two hun- 
dred perſonsthat were within her,and but one onely of them 
all gor ſafe'into the hauen of Calix ,* without dammage. 
Heere we may ſee how mightily the hand of God was ſtret- 
ched forth to the reuenge of thoſe wicked deeds and vil- 
lanies which! were committed by the Spaniards im thoſe 
quarters. 7 7 7 I: 
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Peter Loys, baſtard ſonne to Pape Fas! che chird, was one 

i many horrible villanies, roþbcries, murcherg, 
adulceries, inceſt, and Sodomitries z thinking that becauſe his 
facher was Pope, thereforc no wickedneſle was vnlawtull fox 


him tocommir, He was, by the report of all men, one of the 


molt notorious , vileſt , and falthieſt villaines that euer the 
world ſaw ; he forced the Biſhop of Facnce ro his vnnarurall 
luſt, ſothat the poore Biſhop , with mieere anger and griefe 
that he ſhould be ſoabuled, died unmediately. Beeing inade 
Duke of Plaiſence and Parma, he exerciſed moſt cruell ryran- 
nic towards many of his ſubjects ; inſomuch , that diuerſe 
gentlementhat could not brook nor endure his injuries,con- 
ceiued an inward hateagainſt hun, andconſpued his death ; 
and for to pur in praRtile theſame, they hired certaine Rufh- 
ans and Royſters to watch the oportunitic of (laying him 
yea,and they themlelues oftentimes went apart with theſergi- 
ſters, keeping chemlelues vpon their cn z 36 if ſome. pri- 
uate and particular quarrels had been zn þand. Oneday as the 
Duke went inhis horſelitter out of his caſtle, with agreat re- 
tigue, to (ceccrtaine fortifications which he had prepared, be- 
ing aduertiſed by his father che Pope (by the helpe of Ma- 
gicke which he practiſed) to lookediligently ro humlelte the 
renth day of September: in which notwithſtending hee was 


laine ; for as he returned iato his caitle, the Conſpiratars, to 


the nurtiber 0. thirty (ix; marched before him as 1t were to do 
him honour,but indeed to do him villanie: for asfoone as be 
was entred the caſtle, they. drew yp the draw-bridge for fearc 


of has retjnue chat were without, and comming to him with 
their naked ſwords, caſt in his teeth his tyranaie, and fa ſlew 


him inhis liczer,together withra Prieſt,che maſter of his hoxle, 
and five Almaignes thac were of his gard : hjs dead body they 
hung by a chaineouer the walls, and ſhaking :r-ro. and trg to 
the view of the people, slirew it downe headlong at laſt int 


. the dicch z where che nwlticude to thew their bates, wounded 
with daggers,& trampled it ynder their feet :and ſo whom 
hey durlt nor touch in his lite, being dead chey thus abuſed: 


and 
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0 our Lord 1547. 

Some of the Biſhops of Rome, for their rare and notable 
vercues, and the glory of their braue deeds, may be honouged 
wich this dignirie, to be placed inthis worthy ranke;for their 
g00d conditiogs and behauiors were ſuch, that notyran, but- 
cher, checte, robber, ruthan, nor any other,cuer excelled them 
in crueltie, robberie, adulterie, and ſuch like wickednelle, or 
deſerued more the credit and repurarion of this place chan 
chey. And hereof we haue a manifeſt example in /ohn the 
thirteenth, who pulling our the eyes of ſome of his Cardinals, 
cutting out the tongues of others, hewing off the hands,noſes, 
and priuy members of others, ſhewed himſelfe a patrerne of 
ſuch cruelcic, as the world neuer ſaw the like: he was accuſed 
before the Emperor Orho in a Synod, firſt for inceſt with rwo 
of his owne {ifters, ſecondly tor calling thediuell rohelphim 
at dice, thirdly for promoting young infanrsro biſhoprickes, 
bribed cherero by the gitt of cerraine pieces of gold ; fourth- 
ly, forrauiſhing maids and wiues, and lying with his fathers 
| Concubine: yeaand laſtly for lying with his owne mother, 
and many other ſuch monitrous villanies: for which cauſe he 
- was depoſed from the Papacie,though re-inſtalled againe by 
the fuit and cunning praiſe of his Whores ; by whom 
as hee recouered his triple Crowne, ſo hee lott ſhortly at-. 
cer his vicious life, by the meanes of a married whore that be- 
trayed him, 

Pope Hildeorand,lyrnamed Gregory the ſeuenth, was adot- Benzo, 
ned wich all theſe good qualicies, namely to be bloudic min- 84% 
ded, a poyloner, a murtherer,a conjurer, 2lo aconſulcer with 
Spirits,and in a word,nothing buralumpe and malle of wic- 
kednetie ;he was che ſtirrer vp of many bartels againſt the 
Emperour Heyy thefourth,and a prouoker of his owne ſon 
ro depole and poyſon his father, as hedid: but this wicked ([ 
would (ay holy) Pope, was at laſt baniſhed his carhedrall ci- 

ue, to Salernum, where he ended his dayes in miſcrie, 
Pope 
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Pop? {ment thelixth, of name contraric tohis nature,for 
his inclemencie, cruelcie, and pride towards the Emperour 
Lew;s of Bauaria, was intollerable ; hee procured many hor. 
rible warres againſt che Empire, and cauſed the deſtruction 
of twentic thouland Frenchmen by the king of England, yea 
and poyſoned the good Emperour allo, ſo well hee wiſhed to 
him : Howbeit ere long himſelfe was ſtifled to death, and 
that ſuddenly, not by any praQtiſe/of man, as it was thought, 
bur by the eſpeciall hand of God,in recompence of all his no- 
table atts. 

lohackefoure and twentieth was depoſed by the Councell 
of Conſtance, for cheſe crimes following : hereſie, Simonie, 
manſlaughter, poyſonings, couſenings, adulterice, and Sodo- 
mitrie, and was caſt into priſon;where remaining three yeres, 
he falſely made ſhew of amendment of his wicked life, and 
therefore was graced with a Cardinals har, but it was not that 
_ he expected ; for which cauſe with deſpight and priefe 
he dicd. 

Ic would be too long to runneouer the diſcourſe of cue- 
rie particular Pope of like conditions, andtherefore wee will 
content our ſcluesin brietewith the legend of Pope eAlex- 
ander the {ixth , reported by two authors of credit and re- 


Guicciard 1i.2, nowne, and vnſuſpected ; to wit, Gmicciardine a Florentine 


B:mbus. 


Gentleman, and Bembzs a Venctian Cardinall : This man 
(ſaith Guicciardine) attained to the Papacienot by worthi- 
nelſe of vertues, but by heauinelle of bribes, and multitude 
of faire promiſes made to the Cardinals for his ele&ion, pro- 
miſing large recompence to them that ſtood on his (ide ; 
whereupon many that knew his courſe of life were filled 
with aſtoniſhment, amongſt whom was theking of Naples, 
who hearing of this cle&tion, complained to his Queene with 
teares, that there was ſuch a Pope created that would bee a 
plagueto Iralicand all Chriſtendome: beſide, the great vi- 
ces which ſwayed in him,of which the ſameauthor ſpeaking, 
maketh chis catalogue and pedegree in his owne language, 
whuc 
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which tolloweth : Coftwm ( dit «| ) ofcenſim: 131 ſincerita,non 507 
verita,n9n fedr,non reliowne ; auarina mſatiabile, ambitione Gricciard. 
immoderata, crudelta pinque barbara,eo ardentiſſima cupidia 119-2. 
ds eſcaltare in qualunque moao, i figh volij qualierans molt : 
(chat is toſay) Hee was endued with moſt filchie conditions, 
and chat neicher (incerity,truth,faith,nor religion, was in him, 
bur in (tead of chem, coucroutnetle vnquenchable, ambition 
vameaſurable, more chan barbarous crucltic, and a burning 
deſire of promoting his owne children (for he had many)by 

what means ſocuer, He perſuaded king Charles the eight of 
France to vndertake warre againſt Naples, and after he had 
broughthim to it,preſencly heforſooke him, and entred anew 
league with the Venecians, and che other princes of Italie, to /*7c1:an bif. 
driue him home againe.This was he(ſaich Cardinall Bernbu) 0. 
that ſer benefices and promotions to ſale , thathee which 
would giue moſt might have moſt ; and that poyſoned Joh» 
IHMichelthe Cardinall of Venice ac Rome, for his gold and 
erreaſure which hee abounded with : whoſe inſatiable coue- 
couſnelſe prouoked him to the committall of all miſchiefe,to 

rhe end he might maintaine the forces of his ſonne,who went 
about ro bring the wholelands and dominions of al Iralie,in- 
to his pollcſ[1on : 1n adulteries he was moſt filchie and abho- 
minable, in tyranny molt cruell, and in Mapgicke moſt cun- 
ning, and therefore molt execrable: ſupping one night with 
cardinal Adrian his very familiar triend,in his garden, hawsr.g 
forcappointed his deitruftion that night by por'on ; through 
thenegligence and ouerſight of his bucler,co whome hee had 

given the exploit incharge, that wasdeceiued by miſtaking 

the bottles, hee dranke himſelte the medicine which he had 
preparcd for his good friend the Cardinal] : and ſo hee died 

(faith Bembies) not without ancuident marke of Gods heauic 
wrath, inthat he which had (laine ſo many princes and rich 

men ro enjoy cheir treaſures, and went now abour ro murder 

his hoſt which entertained him with friendſhip and good 


cheareinto his houſe, was caught in the ſame ſnare which hee 
| had 
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of a Prince. 


had laid, and deſtroyed by the ſame mcanes himſelfe, which 
he had deſtinated for another : being thus dead, the whole ci. 
tie of Rome (ſaith Guicciardine) ranne our with greedinelle* 


- andjoy to behold hiscarkatle, not being able.co ſatisfie their 


eyes with beholding the dead Serpent, whoſe venome of am- 
bition, treachery, cruelty, adulterie, and auarice, had impoy- 
ſoned the whole world. Some (ay, that as hepurpoſed to poi. 
ſon certaine Cardinalls, he poyſoned his owne father,that be- 
ing in their companie,chanced to ger a ſhare of his drugs:and 
that he was ſoabhominableto abuſe his owne (iſter Lacrece 

in the way of filchincfſe, When Zemes the brother of Baiazer 


- the Emperor of the Turks came and ſurrendred-himfclfe into: 


his hands, and was adinictedinto his proteCtion, he being hi- 

red with two hundred duckets by Baiazer, gaue poyſon to 

his new Client, euen to him to whom he had before ſworne 

and vowed his friendſhip: belides, that he _ maintaine' 
his tyrannie, he demandedand obtained aid of the Turke a- 
gainſt the King of France, which wasa moſt vnchriſtian and 
antichriſtian part; hee cauſed the tongue and two hands of 
Anthony Mancinellms(avery learned and wiſe man)to be cut 
off, for an cxccllent oration which he made in reproofe of his. 
wicked demeanors and diſhoneſt life, It is written moreouer 
by ſome,that he was ſo affe&ionated tothe ſeruice ofhis good 
Lord and maſter the diue!l,chat heneuer attempred any thing 
without his counſell and aduice ; who alſo preſented himſelf 
ynto him at his death in the habit of a poſt, according to the 
agreement which was berwixt them: andalchough this wret- 
ched Antichriſt ſtroueagain(t him for life, alledging that his. 
rerine was not yet finiſhed ; yet he wasenforced to diſlodge, 

and departinto his proper place , where with horrible cries 

and hideous fearefull grones he died. 

Thus we ſeehow miſerable ſuch wretched and infamous 
miſcreants, and ſuch pernitiousand cruell tyrans haue ended 
cheir wicked lives, their force and power beeing execrable 
and cdjous,and therfore(as ſaith Sexeca ) not abletocontinue 
any 
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any long tune, for that goucrnment capnot be firme and ſta- 509 
ble, wherethere 1s no li:;ame nor teare to doe emll,nor where 
equiric, jultice, taich, and pietic, with other vertues, are con- 
ccinued &.troden vndertoor:tor when crueltic once beginneth 
ro be predominat, it 15 fo inſatiable tha ir neuer ceaſerh,buc 
'roweth cucrieday trom worleto worle,by ſtriuing to main- 
caineand defend old faults by new, vnrill thefeare and terror 
ot the poore afflicted and oppreſled people, with a continuall 
ſource and enterchange of euils which ſurcharge them, con- 
uerteth it ſelfe trom forced patience,to willing tury,and brea- 
kech forch co do vengeance vpon the tyrans heads with all vi- 
olence;whencearifech that ſaying otche Satyricall Poet to chic 


{aime {ence ; Where he ſaith, 


Few Tyrans dye the death that nature ſend, Ad ecnerum 
cererts (ia C.a4 


But moſt -are brought by ſlaughter to their ends, Oo po 


ACPauct, 
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Of Calumniation and falſe witneſſe bearing, 


E EIS IE hauc ſcenc heretofore what puniſhments 
GO i}# Y the Lord hath laied vpon thoſe chat either 
OE WAITS vex theirneighbors in their perſons, as in 
aq che breakers of the fifth,ſixth, and ſeuenth 
If commandemients ; or dammagethem in. 
their goods, as 1n the eighth : now ler vs 


" looke vnto thoſe thar ſeeketo ſpoile them 
of their good names, and rob them of their credir by {launde- 
rous reproches, and falſe and forged calumniations, and by 
that meanes goe againſtthe ninth commandement, which 
laith, Thou ſpalt not beare falſe witneſſe againſt thy neighbor : 
In which words is condemned generally all {landers, all talſe 
reports,all defamations, and all cuill ſpeeches elſe whatſoeuer, 


wherby the good name and creditof a man is blenujhed, ry 
ned, 


- Ie— * culo rae OO. Ay <a 
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Flo ncd,or impoucriſied : andthisfin was not onely 1nhubited by 
the diuine law of the Almighmne, but alſo by the lawes of Na- 
ture and Nations : tor there 15no countrey and people ſo bar. 
barous, with whom thele pernitious kinde of creatures are nor 
held in dereftarion: of tame beaſts (ſaith Diogenes ) a Aaterer 
is wor{t,and of wild beaſts a backbiter or a (landerer : and not 
without grear reaſon, for as therc 1s no diſeaſe ſo dangerous as 
that whichis {ecrer, lo there 1s no enemieſo pernitious as hee' 
which vnder the colour of friendihip biterh and (landereth vs 
brhinde our backes : but let vs ſee what judgenicnt the Lord 
hath ſhewne vpon chem,to the end the odicuineleofthjs vice 

| may more clcarely appeare. 

15am. 22-9. And firſt to begin with Doeg the Edomite, who fallly accu- 
ſed Achimelechthe high Prieſt vnto Sazl, tor 91V1INg {uccour 

vnto Daxidin his neceſlity and flight ; tor thou gh hetold no- 

thing buc that which 1s true, yer of that truch ſome he malici- 

ouſly peruerted, and {ome he kept backe : and falſhood confi- 

tech not onely in plain lying,but alſo in concealing or miſu- 

ling clie truch ; for Achimelech indeed asked countell of the 

Lord tor Dax:d, and miniftred vato him the Shew bread and 

the ſword of Gel:ah,butnot withany intent of malice againſt 

king S4:/tor he {uppolcd,and Danid alſo made him belceue, 

chat he weat about che Kipgs bulines, and that he was in great 

fauor with the king : wiuch Iaſt clauſe the wicked accuſer 

lett our, and by that meanes not onely prouoked the wrath of 

$47, againlt che nigh pricſt, but alſo when all other refuſed, 

becaine himfſelte executioner of his wrath,& n.urdered Achi- 

mnelech with all the nation of the Prieſts, and ſmote Nob the 

city of the prieſts with the edge of the ſword, both man and 
woman,child,and ſuckling,oxe andatlc,nor leauing any aliue 

({o beatly was Þ1s cruelty )laue Ab:ather only,oneof the (ons 

of Achimelech, that fled co Dasid,and brought him tidings 

of this bloudy mallacre, Bur did thiscruell accuſcr eſ cape [cot- 

tree ? No, the [piritof God inthe 52 PſaJme proclaimeth his 

PLulg2.1.2, F. JUGgEent + # /hy beaſtest thor in thy wickedneſſe thou Tyran? 
| Thy tengiie na1oineth miſchicfe , aud is like a Sharpe _ 
ar 
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for that catreth acceitfully,c>c. bat G od hall asft ny thee for e- Jil 
rr le hall take thee and plucke thee ont of thy tabernacle, and 
104: thee ont of the land of the lining. 
Next co this man we may juſtly place Achabche King of i.King 21. 
[!rael,and /eſbe/his ite, who to the end to per potleſſion of 
N.boths vineyard (whic!1 becing Is inheritance he would 
not part {rom)riborned by his wives pernitious counſel falſe 
accuſers, wicked men,to witnele againſt Naborh,that he had 
blaſphemed God and the Kmg,and by that means cauſed him 
© be ſtoned co death; bur marke rhe judgeinent of God de- 
nounced againſc them both by the mouth of Els, for this 
wicked Fatt ; Ht thou killed (faith hee) and taken paſſeſſin;i ? 
Thus faith the Lord, Tathe place where the dogoes lickea the 
5/0:1d of Naborh. jbal dogs enen licke thy blond alſo © and us ſor | 
clabel,dogs /pall eat her by the wall of Leſrael : th y bauſe ſhall | 


ee re ee OO cate wy 


1 
a 
bs like the houſe of leroboam the ſonne of Nabit: [willcur «ff 
from Ahab himthat pifſeth againſt the wall, cc. Nenher was 
this only denonnced, but executed alſo;as we may read 1.Kin, |» 
! 


22.38.& 2.Kin.g.30.37 &c. & 2.Kin,10.7.&C, 

Amaz1h the prieſt ot Bechel vnder Jeroboar the wicked 50 7-17: 

«ing of T{r2el, perceming how the Prophet Amos prophecied 

2vainſt che 1dolatry of that place,and of the kKing,ketallly ac- 

cuſed him to ſerahoam,tohauc conipired againtt (11111; allo he 

exhorred him to flie from Bethel, becauſe it was che Kings 

ci1:ppel,and flie into ludah,and prophelie there;but what ſazd 

1c Lord vntohim by the Prophet? Thy wife ſpallbe an har- 
1 5:26 city, thy ſons and thy davgnters ſhall fall by the ſword, 

2nd thy lard jhall be a:wided by {::16,and thou ſhalt die 1a a pol - 
:r64 (a, - Logthere was the pun;thment of his talfe accuſa- 48 
SLUIP \ 

H 0 rotable was the judgement tha: the Lord manifeited 

vpon H.moxihe Syrian tor hs falle acculing o- the Iewes.to 

be difturbers ofche Common-wealth,& breakers of the lacs 

of King Ahaſueroſh?did nor che Lord turne his milcaicte vp- iq 

on his owne head ? The ſame day which was appointed tor i 


their deftruftion,the lord rurned 1c to thie deitruction of the: 
| Ej1C + 
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512 enemies,and the ſame gallowes which he prepared for Coy. 

aecai was he himfelte hanged vpon. 

Dan.6, The men that falſely accuſed Daxte/ to King Darin, for 
breaking the Kings edi, which was, that none ſhould make 
ary requeſt yntoany for 3o daies ſpace,faue only totheking 
himſel:e,fared no better:for when as they found Davre/pray. 
ing vnto God, they preſently accuſed him vntothe king ; vr= 
ging him with the {tabilicie which ought to be in the decrees 

of the kings of Medea and Perlia, that ought not to bee alte. 
red ;in ſuch ſort, thatking Dar:#(chough againſt his will) 

commanded Darze/ to bethrowne amongſt the Lyons, to 
be deuoured of chem ; but when he ſaw how miraculouſly the 

Lord preſerued himfrom thetecth of the Lyons,and thereby 

perceiued his innocencie, heecauſed his enuious accuſers to be 

throwne into the Lyons den,with their wijues and children, 
who were deuonred by the Lyons erethey could fall co the 
ground. 
Notoriousis theexample of the two Iudges that accuſed 
Suſanna, both how (he was deliuered,and they puniſhed. 
Butler vs come to prophane hiſtories: Appelles that famous 

Painter of Ephelus,felt the ſting and bitternefle of this veno« 

mous viper, tor he wasfalfely accuſed by eAntiphilns another | 

Painter, an enuier of his art and excellent workemanſhip, to 


haue conſpired with Theodota againſt King Prolomic, and to 
haue beenethe cauſe of the defection of Peluſiumfrom him : 
which accuſation he laied againſt him, tothe end that ſeein 
he could not attaine tothat excellencie of art which hee had, 
hee might by this talſe pretence worke his diſgrace and ouer- 
throw zas indeed hee had efteted, had not great perſualions | 
beene vſed, and manifeſt proofes alledged ot eApelles inno- | 
cencie and integritie: wherefore Pro/omie hauing made triall 
of thecauſe, and found our thetalſe and wrongtull practiſe, 
he moſt juſtly rewarded Apel/es with an hundred talents,and 
eAntiphilns the accuſer with perpetuall ſeruitude : vpon 
> which occalion Apefes in remembrance of that danger pain- 
red out calumniatzon on this manner;a woman gaily _- 
an 


TYe1t.Hiſt. 
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and dreiled with an angricand furious countenance,holding 513 
in her lett hand atorch,and with her-right a yong man by the 
haire of the head, before whome marched an eui!l fayoured 
{luctiſh vſher, quicke {1ghted,and pale taced, called Enuie, ar 
Licr right hand fat a fellow with long eares I;ke King CMidas 
to reccue tales, and behinde her two waiting maids, Igno- 
rance and Suſpition; And thus che wittie Painter,to delude wide /i.1.c.12, 
his ownecuill hap,expretled che liuely Image and nature of <x2mplc of 
char derraCting (inne. NEr0e 

This tricke vied CMaximinus the Tyran to defacethe do- 7,/6þ.11.9.c. x. 
ctrine and religion of Chriſtin his timezfor when he ſaw that 
violence and torments preuailed not, but thatlike the Palme, N26e2Al.7-6:27 
the more it was trodden and oppreled, the more it grew, hee 
vicd this ſubtiltieand craft to vndermine 1e: he publiſhed di- 
ucrs bookes full of Blaſphemic, of a conference berwixr 
Chriſt and Pilare,and cauſed them to be taught rochildren in 
ſtead of their farft elements, that they might no ſooner ſpeake 
chan hate and blaſpheme Chriſt : M6xeouer, hee conſtrayned 
certaine wicked lewd women to auouch that they were Chri- 
{tians, and that vile filthinelle was dayly commuted by them 
:n their afſemblies;which alſo he publithed farre and neere 1n 
writing : howbeic, forall chis the Lords cruch quailed not, but 
{wu as1t were againſt che ſtreatn, and encreafed in deſpighte 
of enuic : as for theſcfalfe accuſers they were puniſhed one at- 
tcr another with notable judgements;tor onethat was a chiete 
doer cherein becarne his own rzurderer,and Afaximines him - 
{ele was conſumed with wormes and rottennelle,as hath been 
ſhewed1n the former Booke. | 

Ic was a law among the Romanes, that if any manhad en» x,71;.; cop.21 
formed an accuſation againſt anocher, ether wrongully, vn- 
laiwtully, or without probability, both his legs ſhould be bro- 
ken,in recompence of his inalice ; which cuſtome, as it was 
laudable and necellaric, ſo was it put incxecution atdivers 
£1nes,as namely vnder the Eniperour Commodxz,when a pro- 
plane wretch accuſed Appelonire (a godly and profeſt Chri- 
{tan,and afrerward a conſtant wartyr of Chriſt Icſus) before 

EL L. 1 Ss the 


N1cepdl 4.0.26, 
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the [udges,of certaine grieuouscrimes, which when he could 
by n» colour or likelihood of truth conuince and prone, they 
adjudged him to that 3gnominious puniſhment to haue his 
legs broken,becauſe he had accuſed and defamed a man with. 
out caule. | 


Nictp4di.8.c.46 Euſtathins Biſhop of Antioch,a man famous for eloquence 


Philip Mela 
Chbyoa.(ib. 3 . 


in ſpeech and vprightnelle of life, when as he impugned the 
herelic of the Arrians, was circumuented by them and depo- 
ſed from his Biſhopricke by .this mcanes : chey ſuborned a 
- naughtieſtruinper rocoine 1n witha cnilde in her armes, and 
in an open Synodeof two hundred and fiftie Biſhops to ac- 
cuſe him of adulcerie, and co ſweare that he had got that child 
of her bodie: which though hee denicd conſtantly, and no 
juſt proofe could be brought againſt him, yer che impudent 
{trumpets oath cooke ſuch place, that by the Emperours cen- 
ſure hee was baniſhed from his Biſhoprickezhowbeit ere long 
his innocencie was knowne,for the ſaid ſtrumpet beeing de» 
ſerucdly couched withthe finger of Gods juftice in excreame 
ſicknelle, confelled the whole practiſe, how ſhe was ſuborncd 
by certaine Biſhops to (landerthis holy man,and that yer ſhee 
was not altogether alyer, for one Euſtarhires a handie-crafts 
man got the childe,as the had ſworne,and not Euftathize the 
Bilhop. 

The like ſlander thefame heretikes demiſed againſt frha- 
aſi ina Synod conuocated by Conſtantine the Emperor at 


Nicep.4.9.c.23 Tyrus;for they {uborned a cercaine lewd wonian to exclaime 


vpon the holy man in che openatſembly for rauiſhing of her 
that laſt night againſt her will : which flander heeſhifted off 
by this deuyſe, he ſent Timmorhers the Presbirer of Alexandria 
into the Synode 1n his place, who comming to che woman,al- 
ked her before them all, whicher ſhee durſt ſay thac hee had 
rauiſhed her zo whom he replied, yea I ſweareand vow.char 
thou haſte done it(tor ſhe ſuppoſed itto haue bin Acharafins, 
whom (hee neuer ſaw) whereat the whole Synode percemed 
the cawll of che lying Arrians, and quicted che innocencie of 
that good man, Howbeit thele malituou$heretikes ſeeing this 
oy. 
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praQtiſe not to ſucceed, inuented another worſe than the for- 


mer ; for they accuſed him co have [laine one Arſenims, whom 


they themfelues kept ſecrer, and that hee carried one of his - 


hands about him, wherewith hee wrought miracles by en- 
chantment : bur Arſenima,touched by the ſpirit of God, ſtole 
away from them, and cameto eAthaniſirs, to the end hee 
ſhouldreceiue no damage by his abſence, whome he broughe 
in to the ludges,and ſhewed chem both his hands, confoun- 
ded his accuſers with ſhame of their malice, inſomuch as they 
ranne away for feare, and ſarished che Iudges both of his inte- 
gricy,and cheir enuious calumniation :the chicte Broker of all 
chis milchiete was Srephanm Bilhop of Antioch, but he was 
degraded from his Bilhopricke, and Leomim elefted in his 
roome. 

In our Engliſh Chronicles we haue recorded anotable hi- 
ſtorie tothe likeetteR of King { anntx the Dane, who after 
much trouble beeing eftabliſhed in the Kingdome of Eng- 
land, cauſed a Parliament to be held ar Ln 3 Where (a- 
mongſt other things there debared)ir was propounded to the 
Biſhops, Barons,and Lords of that atlembly, Whether in the 
compolicion made berwixt Edmond and Canntus any ([pecial 
remembrance was made for the children or brethren of E4d- 
»9nd, touching any partition of any part of rhe land ? which 
che Engliſh Lords,flattering theking,though falſly & againſt 
the truth, yea and againſt their own conſciences,denied ro be; 
and not onely ſo, but for the Kings pleaſure confirmed their 
falſe words with a more falſe oth, that rothe vttermoſt of their 
powers they would put offthe bloud of Edwzoxd fromal right 
and intereſt: by reaſon of which oath & promile they thought 
ro haue purchaſed with the King great tauour ; bur by the juſt 
retribution of God it chanced farre otherwiſe ; for many of 


them.orthe molt part,eſpecially ſuch as { an#r#s perceiued to 


haue {wornefealcie before time to Edwondand his heires, hee 
miſtruſted and diſdained euer after : infonmch,that ſome hee 
exiled, many hee beheaded, and divers by Gods juſt judge= 
ment died ſuddenly, | 
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Inche Scottiſh Chronicles weread how Familton the Scor 
was brought vnto his dearth by the falſe accuſation of a falſe 
Frier called Cawzpbe! : who beeing in. the fire readie to be 
execued, ciced and ſummoned the-{aid Frier to appeare be. 
fore the high God, as General judge of all men, toanſwere 
tro the innocency of his death,and whether his accuſation were 
juſt or not, berwixt that and a cercaine day of the next mo. 
neth, which hee there named. Now {ce the heart and hand of 
God againſt a falſe witneſle, erethatday camethe Frier died 
without any remorſe of conſcience, and no doubt hee gaue a 
ſharpe accountto Almightic God of his mahicious and vnjuſt 
accuſation. | | 

In the yeare of our Lord 1105 , Hexrie Archbiſhop of 
Mentz beeing complained of to the Pope,ſent a learned man 
a ſpeciall friend of his, coexcuſe him,named e Arnold ; one 
for whome he had much done, and promoted to great liuings 
and promotions: but this honeft man inſtead of an exculer 
became an accuſer ; for hee bribed the twochiefeft Cardi- 
nals with gold , .and. obtained of the Pope, thoſe twoto 
bee ſent Inquilttors about the Archbithops caſe : The which 
comming into Germamie, ſummoned rhe ſaid Hexrie, and 
without eicher law or juſtice depoſed him from his Arch« 
bilhopricke, and ſubſticuted in his place eFr:o/d, vpon 
hope of his Eccleſiaſtical] gold; Whereupon' that vertuous 
and honourable Hexrie is reported to haue ſpoken thus vn- 
cochole peruerie [udges: It I ſhould appeale to the Apo- 
ſtolike Sea, for this your vnjuft procetſe had againſt me,per- 
haps I ſhou!d bur loſe my labour , and gaine nothing but 
coyle of bodie, lolle of goods, afflition of mind,and care 
of heart: Wherefore I doe appeale to the Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
as co the moſt higheſt and juſt Iudge, and cite you before his 
judgement ſeat, there to an{were tor this wrong done vnto 
mee ; tor neither juſtly, nor godly, but corruptly, and vn- 
paitly, hauc you judged iny cauſe. Whereunto they (cotting- 
ly fayd, Goe you hit and wee will follow . Nor long after, 
the laid Hexry dyed : whereot the two Cardinals having. 
intelli- 


 Coas Indeements. vwitneffe bearicg, 


ntclligence,ſaid one to the other jeſtingly, Behold he is gone 
betore, and we mult follow according to ovr promiſe . And 
verily they (poke truer than they were aware ; for within a 
while after they both dyed in one day, the one icting vpon 
a jakes , to caſchimſelte, voided our all his entrails into the 
draught,and miſerably ended his lite: the other gnawing off 
the fingers of his hands, and ſpicting them out of his mouth 
(all detormed in deuouring of himlelte) died. And in likewile 
not long after theſaid Arno/d was laineina ſedition,and his 
bodie for certaine dayes lying ſtinking aboue che ground vn- 
buried,was open tothe ſpoile of eucric raſcall and | rig ya 
this was the horrible end of this falſeaccuſer, and thoſe cor» 
rupred Tudges, 

Thus weretwo Cardinals puniſhed for this ſinne: and that 
wee may ſee that theholy fatherthePope isno better than his 
Cardinals,and that God ſpareth not him no more than he did 
chem,ler vs heare how the Lord puniſhed one of that ranke for 
chis crime. 

It 1s not vnknown,that Pope /xzocextthe fourth condem- 
ned the Emperour Fredericke at the Councell at Lyons, his 
cauſe beeing vnheard, and betore hee could come to anſwer 
for himſel*e : For when che Emperour,being ſummoned co 
appeare at the Councell,made all haſte he could thicherward, 
and deſired to haue the day of hearing his cauſe, prorogued 
tillchathe might conveniently cravell chither, the Pope refu- 
ſed, and contrarie to Gods law,to Chriſtian Doctrine, to the 
preſcript of the law of natureand reaſon, and toall humani- 
tie, without probation of any crime, or pleading any caule, 
or hearing what might be anſwered, taking vpon him to bee 
both aduerſarie and Tudge , condemned the Emperour bec- 
ing abſent. What more wicked ſentence was cuer pronoun- 
ced ? What more cruel faA(conlidering the perſon)might be 
commutred ? 

Bur marke what vengeance God tooke vpon this wicked 
Tudge, The writers of the Annales record, thatwhen Fre» 

LI 1 deriche 
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518 a@-ricz;tacEmperour and Conrade hisfonne were both dead, 
the Pope gaping for the inhericance of Naples and Sicile,and 
chiaking by force co hauz ſubJued che fame, camero Naples 
with a great hoaſt of men : where was heard in his courr ma- 
nifettly pronounced this voice ; Yeni miſer ad indicium Dez, 
Thou wretch come to receiue thy judgenient of God, And the 
next day the Pope was found in his bed dead, all blacke and 
blew,as though he had bin beaten with bats. And this was the 
judgement of God which he came vnto, 

As and M9- Torhis Pope and thele Cardinals ler vs adde an Archbi- 
Ws P?5* ſhop,and chat of Canterburie ; to wit, Thomas Arundel,vpon 
at whome the juſtice of God appeared no lelle manifeſtly than 
on the forimer ; For after hee had vnjuſtly giuen ſentence 
againſt the Lord Cobham , hee dyed himlelfe before him, 
beeing fo ſtricken 1n his rongue, that hee could neither 
ſwallow nor ſpeake for a certaine ſpace beforethe tine of his 
death, 
Hicher might bee adioyned the vengeance of God vp- 
on Tuftice Morgar , who condemned to death the inno- 
cent Ladie 1aye ; bur preſently after fell madde , and fo di- 
ed, hauing nothing in his mouth bur Ladie /aze, Lady 
Tae. 
In the reigne of King Henrie the eighth one Richard 
Long, a manof Armes in Calice, bore falle wicneſfe againſt 
malter Smith the Curate of our Ladic Pariſh in Calice,for 
eating fleſh in Lent, which hee never did : but hee eſca- 
ped not vengeance ; for ſhortly after hee deſperately drows- 
ned himielfe. A terrible example vnto all ſuch as are rea- 
die to forſiyeare themſelues on a Booke vpon malice, or 
ſome other cauſe: a thing in theſe dayes ouer rife every 
where , and almoſt of moſt men little or nothing re- 
garded, 
About the ſame time one Gregor: Bradway committed 
rhe ſame crime of falſe accuſation againſt one Broke, whom 
becing driven thercunto by feare and conftraint, hee ac- 


caſed 
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-uſed to haue robbed the Cuſtome-louſe , wherein hee 
was a Clerke, of foure groats euerie day ; and to this 
acculation hee ſubſcribed his hand : bur for the ſamehe 


preſently felt vpon hun the heauie hand of God; for be- 


ing grieued 1n his conſcience for his deed, hee firſt with 
2 knife enterpriſed to cut his owne throat, but being 
not alrogether diſpatched therewith, the Gaoler com- 
ming vp and preuenting his purpoſe, hee fell forthwith 
into a turious trenzie, and wn that caſe lnued long time at- 
ter. 
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Hitherto wee may adde the example of one William Fe- AQts and Mos 
»ixo, who accuſed an honeſt man called oh Cooper,ot ſpea- 2ments 


king traterous words againſt Queene Afarie, and all becaule 
he would not ſell himtwo goodly bullockes which hee much 
delired : for which cauſe the poore man beeing arraigned ar 
Berric in Suffolke, was condemned to death by reaſon of two 
falſe witnelles which the ſaid Femmizg had ſuborned for that 
purpoſe, whoſe names were Whiteand Greenewoed, ſo this 
poore man was hanged drawne and quartered,and his goods 
caken from his poore wite and ninechildren, which are left 
deſticute of all helpe: but as for his falſe accuſers,one of rhtna 
dicd moſt miſerably ; for in harueſttime being well and laſty, 
of a ſudden his bowels fell our of his bodie, and ſo hee peri- 
thed ; che other two whatends they came vnto it is not repor- 
red,bur ſure the Lord hathreſerued aſufficient puniſhment for 
all ſuch as they are. 

Many more be the examples of this {inneand iudgements 
vpon it, asthe Pillories at Weſtminſter and daily experience 
beare:h witnelle ; bur theſe that we haue alledged ſhall ſuffice 
tor this purpoie : becauſe this ſinne1: couſin Germane vnto 
periurie, of which you way read more art large in the former 
booke. It ſhould now follow by courſe of order,if wee would 
not pretermitany thing of the law of God, ro ſpeake of ſuch 
as haue offended againſt the tenth commandemenc,and what 
puniſhment hath enſucd the ſame: bur torſomuch as all ſuch 
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offences forthe moſt part are included vnder the former, of 
which wee haucalreadie ſpoken,and chat there is no adulterie 
nor fornication, nor theft,nor vnjuſt war, bur it is ancxed to, 
and proceederh from the afte&ion and the reſolution of ane. 
uill anddiſordinat concupilcence,as che effeRt from the cauſe: 
therefore it 1s not necetlarie ro make any particular recitall of 
them, more than may well be colleed out of the former ex. 
amples added hereunto, thac 1n euill coucupiſcence and affe. 
Aion of doing cuill, which commeth nor to a&t, (though ic 
bein the (ight of God condemned to cuerlaſting torments)yer 
it doth not ſo much incurreand prouoke his indignation,that 
a man ſhould for that onely cauſe be brought to apparanc de- 
ſtruion, and be made an exampleto others,to whom the ſin 
3s altogether darke and vnknowne, therefore we will proceed 
3n our purpoſe withour intermeddling in ſpecial with thislaft 


.__ commandement. 


CAAP. XLVIL 


T hat Kings and Princes 0ught 10 looke to the execut,on 
of Inftice, for the puniſhment of naugbiie 


anacorrnps manners. 


YO man ought to be ignorant of this, that 
W ic isthedury of a Prince,not onely to hin- 
FA der the courſe of (inne from burſting into 
[£0 ation, bur alſo to puniſh the doers of the 
WR Ad fam: making both civile juſticeto bead- 
LY miniſtred vprightly , and the law of God 

to be regarded and obſerued inuiolably : 


for to this cd are they ordained of God, that by their means 
eucric one might liuca quiet and peaceable life, in all godli- 


neile and honeſtic ; co the which end the maintenance _ 
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adminiſtration of juſtice becing moſt neceflarie, they ought 
not ſo to diſchargethemſclues of ir, as to tranſlate it vpon 
cheir officers and [udges , but alſo rolooke to the execution 
thereof themſclues,as it is moſt needfull: for if law (which is 
che foundation of juſtice) be (as Plato ſaith)a ſpeechletſe and 
dumbe Magiſtrate ; who ſhall giue voice and vigor vnto it, 
}f not he that 1511 ſupreame and {oueraigne authoritie ? For 


which cauſe the King is commanded 1n Denteronemie, To P417-18.19 


haue before him alwayes the Booke of theLaw, tothe end to 
doe Iuſtice and judgement to cuerie one in thefeare of God. 
And before the creation of Kingsin Iſrael, the chiefe cap- 
raines and Soueraignesamonegſt thein were renowned with 
no other title nor qualitie, than of Iudges. Inthetime of 
Deborah the Prophetetle, though ſhe was a women, the wea- 
ker vetlell,yer becauſe the had the conducting and gouerning 
of the people, they came vnto her to ſeeke 1dgemenr. It 18 
ſaid of Samet, char he judged I{rael ſo long, till being tired 
with age, and not able to beare that burden any longer,he 


appointed his ſonnes for judges in his ſtead : who when 1yqs.,. 
through couctonſnetie they peruerted juſtice, and did not 1.Sam-7.8. 


exccute judgement like their father Sammel, they gaueocca- 
ſion to the people to demand a King , that they might bee 
zudged and gouerned atter the manner of other Nations : 
which things ſuthciently declared,thar in old time the prin- 
cipall charge of Kings was perlonally co adnunifter juſtice 
and judgement, arid not as now totransterre theeare thereof 


to others. 


The ſame we read of King D.14id, of whom it is ſaid, That ;,Chron. 18 


during his rezgne he executed jultice and judgement among 


his people: and in another place, That men came vnto him :,3am x;. 


for judgement , and cherefore hee diſdained not heare the 
complaint ofthe woman of Tekoah;ſhewing himfelfe herein 
a good Prince, and as the Angell of God,ro heare good and 


2uill; for rhis cauſe So/ormondelired not riches nor long life 325% 7 ++ 


of the Lord, bur a wiſe and diſcreet hearttojudge his peo- 


ple, and rodiſcerne berwixt good and euill : which requeſt 1.Ki-:g.2. 
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532 was{oagrecable and acceptable to God,chat hee graunted ic 
vnto hin ; ſorhat he obtained ſuch an excellentmeature of in- 
comparable wiſedome, that he was commended and reputed 
more for it, than for all his great riches and precious treaſure 
belide.There 1s mention made 1n the Booke of the Kings of 
his judiciall throne wherein hee vicd to {it & heare the cauſes 
ot the people, and execure juſtice among them ; and albeit hee 
was the moſt puillanc and glorious king of cheearth, yet not- 
withſtanding he {corned notro heare two harlots plead before 
him about the controuer{ie of a dead infant. 

2 King. 6. [oram King of Iſrael,ſonne of Achab, chougha man that 
walked not vprightly before God , bur gaue himſelfe to 
worke abhominarion in his {3ght ;yert hee deſpiſed not the 
complaint of che poore atfamiſhed woman of Samaria,when 
(hee demaunded juſtice at his hands , although it was in the 
time of war when lawes vſcto be ſlent, andin the beſ.egirg 
and famiſhment of che Citie : neither d1d hercject the Suna- 
mites requeſt, for the recouerie of herhouſe and lands, bur 
cauſed chem to be reſtored vnto her, So that then it is mani- 
feſt,that thoſe kings which in old time reigned ouer the peo- 
pleof God, albeit they had in cuerie citie Judges, yea and in 
Jeruſalemalſoas itappeareth in the —— chapter of the 
ſecond Bookeot Chronicles ; yet they ceaſed not for all that 
to giuecare to ſuits and complaints that were made vnto 
them, and rodecide controuerſies that came to theit know- 
ledge: and for this cauſe it is that Wiſedome laicth, Thar by 
Prou-$-15. her Kingsreigne, and Princes decree juſtice: whereunto alſo 
belongerh that which 1s ſaid in another place, That a King 

Prou-20.8, litting 10 thethrone of judgement chaſerh away all cuill with 

his cycs. 

© - 00S that this was the greateſt part of the office and 

dutic of Kings 1n antient times to ſee the adniiniſtration of 

*jultice, Homer the Poet imay be a ſurhcient witnelle, when he 

faycth of eAgamemnon, ThattheScepter and Law was com- 

nutted co him by God, to doe righttocuerie man : anſ{wera- 

ble to the whuch,/7rg-{(delcribing the Queene of Carthage) 

Ser | | ſaith, 


2.K10.3. 
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ſaich,Shee ſat in judgement in the midit of her people: as if 


there was noching more belecming luch a perſon than ſuch 
an action, And cheretore the Poers not without caule teigne 
[upiter alwaies to haue Them (that 1s co ſay, Tuſtice)ar his 
elbo.v ; lignifying thereby, not that whatſocuer Kings or 
Princes did was j1{t and lawtull, be it neuer ſo vile init own 
nacure ( as that wanton flattrerer Anaxarchn (aid to Alex- 
and: ) bur rhart equitie and jultice ſhould alwaies accompa- 
nic them, and neuer depart trom their (ides. And hereupon 
It was that E-r-'25, Minas, and Radamanthus the firit king of 
Gi:rcia, were fo renowned of old antiquicie, becauſc of their 
true and vpright execution of Juſtice,and cheretore were not 
honoured with anie greater title chan the nan.c of Jud- 


Yes, 
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It isfaid of King Alexander, that although he was con- Plutarch, 


tinually buſted in the affaires of warre, and of giuing bartels, 
yet hee would lie perionally in judgement to heare crinunall 
cauſes and matters of importance pleaded ; and that whileſt 
the accuſerliyed open his accuſation, he would ſtop one care 
with his hand, to the end chat the other might be kept purc 
and without prejudice, for the defence and anſwer of cheac- 


cuſed, The Romance Emperors allo were verie carefull and 5#07: 


diligent in this bchalfe : as firlt /z{5z5 Ceſar, who is recorded 
to havetaken great p2ines1n giving audience to parties, and 
in dealing Juſtice berwixt chem. In Ike manner A#gut: Ceo 
far is commended for his care and trauailein this behalfe: tor 
he would ordinarily fic in judgnicnt vpon cauſes and contro- 
ucrfies of his ſubje&s, and that with ſuch great delight and 
pleaſure,that of:entimes night was tain to interrupt his courle, 
before his wil was to relinquiſh it ; yea,though hefound him- 
ſelte euil] at eaſe, yer would henot omit to apply himlclte to 
the diuiſion of judgement,orels calling che partics before him 
co his bed. 

The Emperour C/2::2:45,though a man otherwiſe of a dv] 
and grolle {pirir, yer in this reſpe& hee diſcharged the dutic 
of a good Prince, tor that hee would intermeddle xy jc) hea- 
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ring his ſubjects caules, and do right vnto chem : he chanced 
once co makea verie preity and wittie end of a ſuit berwixt a 
(onne and his morher, who denying and difclaiming him to 
be her ſonne, was by the Einperour commanded to marrie 
him ; and lo leſt ſhe ſhould agree io thar rmiichiete, was con- 
trained to acknowledpe and au-'y 1m tor her ſfonne ; and to 
be (horrt,it was very ordinary and viual anzong the Emperors, 
rotake knowledge of matter: concrouerted, but eſpecialiy of 
criminall and capitall cauſes ; by meanes whereof the Apoftle 
P znl,delirous to ſhun the judgement and lyings 1n wait of his 
encimies the ewes, appealed trom them to { «ſar ; which hee 
would neuer haue done,if { 2/ar had not in ſome fort vied to 
meddle with ſuch atfaires : andfor furcher proofe hereofhi- 
ther may bee added the ſaying which 1s reported of Nero,in 
the beginning of his reigne, That when he ſhould {1gne with 
his hand a ſentence of death againſt a condemned perſon, he 
wiſhed that he could neither write nor read, tothe end co auoid 
that necellarie action. | 

The bold anſwer of an old woman to the Emperor Adrian 
1s verie worthie to be remembred ; who appealing and com- 
plaining to the Emperour of ſome wrong, when he anſwered 
thache was not at leiſure then to heare her ſuit, ſhee told him 
boldly and plainely, That chen hee ought not to beat leiſure 
to be her Emperour : which ſpeech wentſo neerethe quicke 
vnto him, thar euer after heſhewed more facilitie ard courte- 
ſie towards all men that had any thing todoe with him. The 
Kingsof France vſed alſo this cuſtome of hearing and deci- 
ding cheir ſubjects matrers, as wereadof Charlemaigne the 
King and Emperour , who commanded that hee ſhould bee 
made acquainted with all matters of importance, and their iſ- 
ſues,throughourt his realme. King Lews the faſt treading the 
ſeps of his tather Charlemaizxe, accuſtomed himlſclte three 
dates in a weeke to heare publiquely in hispallace the com- 
plaints and grieuances of his people,and torighttheir wrongs 
and 1njuries. King Lews:, ſurnamedthe Holic, alittle before 


his death gaue in charge to his ſonne that ſhould ſucceed 
| TO him 


Goh Tudgertme; — OffuchPrinces,8c; 
him inthecrowne, amongſt orher,this precept, Tobe carefull 


ro beare a ſtroke inſecing thediſtriburion of jultice,and thatir 
!hould not be peruerrted nor depraued. 


CHAP AEVITL 


Of ſuch Princes as haue made no reckoning of 
puniſhing vice, nor regarded the 


eſtate of their people. 


Ig OX© es 223 T cannot chuſe but be a great confu- 
F& ſ10nina Common-wealth, when ju- 

" fticeſleeperh, and whenthe ſhame- 
lefſe boldnelle of cuill doers is not 
curbed in with any bridle, but run- 
nech it owne ſwinge ; and therefore 
IJ—þ a Conſull of Rome could ſay, That 
S&T | it was an cuill thing to haue a 

Prince, vnder whome icenſe and liberric is giuen to eueric 
man to doe what him liſtech: forſoruch then as this euill 
proceedeth from the carcleſnetle and flouthfulnetle of thoſe 
that hold the Rerne of gouernement intheir hands,it cannot 
be bur ſome euill muſt needsfall vpon them for the ſame: 
The truth of his may appeare in the perſon of Philip of Ma- 
cedonie (whom Demoſthenes che Orator noterh for atreache- 
rous and falſe dealing Prince: ) after that hee had ſubdued al- 
moſt all Greece, not |o much by open warre, as by ſubtilrie, 
crafc,and ſurpriſe, and that becing in the top of his glorie,he 
celebrated at one timethe marriage of his ſcnne Alexaracy, 
whome hce had lately made King of Epire, and of one of his 
daughters, with great poinpe and magnificence ; as hee was 
marching with all his traine betw3xt the two bridegroomes 
 (hisowne ſonne and his ſonne inlaw) ro ſee the ſports 21d 
paſtimes which were prepared for the ſolemnizie of the 


marriage, behold ſuddenly a young Magdonian Gentleman 
; Cal- 
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Paulus Emil. 


called Pa»ſazias,ran at him,and ſlew him inthe midſt of the 
preaſe,for not regarding todoe him juſtice, when he complai- 

ned of an 1njuric done vnto him by one of the peeres of the 
realme. 

T ati, the fellow King of Rome with Romulre, fornor 
doing juſtice jn puniſhing certaine of his friends and kins. 
folkes chat had robbed and murdered certaine Emballadors 
which came co Rome, and for making their impunitic an ex- 
ample for other malctaRors by deferring and protrating, 
and diſappointing their puniſhment, was\{o watched by the 
kindred of the (lain, that they flew him euen as he was (acrifi- 
cing to his gods, becauſe they could not obrainc juſtice at his 
1ands, 


What happened co the Romanes $8 to deliuer 


an Embailadour, who (contrazic to the Nations com- 
ming vnto them) played theparr of an enermie to his owne 
countrey, euen well nightherocall overthrow of them and 
their city: tor hauing by this means brought vpon chemſclues 
the calamitie of war, they were at the firlt diſcomficed by the 
Gauleszwho purſuing their viRtory,entred Rome,and flew all 
that care intheir way, whether men or women, infants or a- 
ged perſons, after many dajesſpent in chepillage and ſpoi- 
ling of the houſes, atlaft ſer fire on all, and vtrerly deftroyed 
the wholecitie. 
(bildericke King of France is notified for an extreame 
dullard and blockhead,and ſuch a one as had ng care or re- 
gard vnto his Realme, but that lived idly and ſloathfully, 
without intermedling with the affaires of the Common- 
wealth : for hee laied all the charge and burden of them vpon 
Pepinhis Licucenant Generall,and therefore was by him juſt- 
ly depoſed from his royall dignitie, and mewed vp in acloy- 
ſer of religion to becomea Monke,becauſe he was vnhit for a- 
ny good purpoſe :and albeit that this ſndden change and mu- 
tation was very {trange, yet there enſued no trotble nor com- 
motion in the Realme chereupon;ſo odious was he become to 
che whole land for his drowlie and idle diſpolition. For the 
1 OT: ſame 
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fame cauſe did the Princes Eleftors depoſeMexceſiars the 5257 
Emperour from the Empire, and eſtabliſhed another in his P:u1us Emil. 
ro0Mme, 
King Richardof England,among other foule faults which 
he was gwiltie of, incurred greateſt blame for this, becauſe hee 
ſuifered many theeues and robbers toroue vp and downe the 
land vnpuniſhed:for which cauſethe citiſensof London com- 
menced a high ſuitagainſt him,and compelled him hauing 
reigned twoand twenty yeres,to lay aſidethe crowac,and re- 
ligne it coanother,inthe preſence of all che States, and died 
prifoner inthe Tower, 
Moreouer, this is no ſmall defe&t of Juſtice, when men cf 
authoritie doe not onely pardon cz»itall and deteſtable 
crimes, but allo grace and fauour the doers of them : and this 
neither ought nor can be doneby a ſoueraigne prince, with- 
out ouerpatſing the bounds of his limited power,which can 
in no waics diſpence with the law of God, whereunto cuen 
Kingsthemſclues are ſubieR: for as couching the willing and Ex0d-2 2, 
conl;derate murderer, Thos ſhalt plucke him from my eAltar 1.0, 
(faith the Lord):har he may dregthy eye ſhall not ſpare him, to 
the end it may goe well with thee : which was pur in praftiſe in 
thedeath of /oab, who was ſlaine inthe Tarbernacle of God, 1-King 2. 
holding his hands vpon chehornesof che Altar : forhe is no 
letJe abhominable before God that 1uſtifieth the wicked,than Prou. x7. 
hee that condemneth the juſt : and hercupon that holie King _ 
S. Lewis when hee had granted pardonto atnalefactor,reug- Yi? Gilles, 
ked it againe, afrer better conſideration of che matter; ſaying, 
That he would giue no pardon, except the caſe deſerued par. | F 
don by the law,for it was a worke of chariticand pitty to py- 
niſh anotfendor ;and not to puniſh crimes was as muchas to 
commur them. 
[nthe yere of our Lord 938, Egelrede che ſonne of Edgare 
and Alphred, King of England, was a man of goodly.ourward- 
ſhape and viſage,but wholly giuento idlenetle,and'abhorring 
all princely exerciſes: belides,he was a louer of riot and drun- 


&cnnet[c,aud vſed extreame crucliic cowards his ſubjects, ha - 
wing 
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uing his cares Spen to all vnjuſt complaints , in feats of armes 
of all men moſt 1gnoranc : to that his crueltie made him odj- 
ous to his ſubjeRs,and his cowardile encouraged {trangeene. 
mies to inuade his kingdome ; by meanes whereof England 
was ſore afflicted wit! warre, famine, and pettilence. Ju his 
time (asa juſt plague for his negligence in Gouctnemnent ) 
decayed the noble Kingdome 0+ England, and became t«5- 
bntarie to che Danes : tor euer whea the Danes opprelled 
hin with warre, hee would hire them away with ſummes 
of money, without making any reliſtance againſt them ; inſo« 
much, that from ceane chouland pounds by the yeare,the tri- 
buce aroſe in (ſhort ſpace to fittic thouſand : wherefore hee 
deuiſed a ne\v tricke, and ſought by treacheie ro deſtroy 
them, ſending ſecret Comnuthoners to the Magiſtrates 
throughout the Land , that vpon a certaine day and howe 
alligned, the Danes ſhould ſuddenly and joyntly bee mur- 
dered : Which maſlacre beeing performed, turned to bee the 
cauſe of greater miſerie ; for Swaive King of Denmarke hea- 
ring 0 the murder of his countrymen, landed with a ſtrange 
armic in diuers parts of this Realme, and fo cruelly with- 
out mercie and pittic ſpoyled the Gountrey, and (lew the peo- 
ple, that the Engliſhmen were brought to moſt extreaine 
and vnſpeakeable miſerie, and Egetrede che King driuen 
to flic with his wile and children to Richard Duke of Nors- 
mandie, leauing the whole Kingdome to bee pollctled of 
Swaine. 

Edward che ſecond of that name my well bee placed in 
this ranke : forchough hee was faire and well proportioned of 
bodie, yet hee was crooked and cuill tauoured in conditions: 
for hee was {o diſpoſed tolightnelleand vanitie,thar heere- 
fuſed the companieof his Lords and mien of honour , and 
haunted among{t villaines and vile perſons ; heedeligined 
in drinking and 110t, and loued nothing leflechan to keeple- 
cret his owne counſailes, though neuer ſo 1nportanc;ſo that 
he ler che aifaires of his kingdome runne at ſixand ar feuens : 
To thele vices he added the familiaritie of certaine euill - 

polc 
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poſcd fellowes,WPierce de Ganeſton,and Hugh ahe Spencers y 
whoic wanton counſell he following, negleed to order his 
Commonwealch by ſadneſſe, diſcrerion, and juſtice : which 
ching cauſed firſt great variance berwixe him and hisnobles, 
fo chat ſhortly he becameto them moſt odious,and in theend 
was depriued of his kingdome: for the Scots that were ſo 
curbed in his fathers dayes , now played rex through his 
negligence, and made manie irruptionsinto his Jand, killing 
and Trcomtiis his men at chree ſundrie battailes : beſides, 
Charles of France did him much cath vpon his lands in 
Gaſconie and Guyan; andat laſt //abe// hisowne wite,with 
the help of Sir /ohn of Henault and his Henowzics(ro whom 
the nobles and commons gauetheir aſſiſtance) cooke him and 
depriued him of his crowne, inſtalled his young ſonne Ed- 
ward in his place, keeping him in priſon at Bartcley, where 
not long after he was murdered by Sir Roger Aortimer. 


CHAP. ALIX. 


How rare andgeaſon goodprinces haue 
beenc at all times. 


a C2 T appcarcth by all cheſe former hiſto-. 
28, x ries, what a multitude there hath bin 
of diflolute, proud, cruell;and vicious 

> | 14/RF Princes, and of tyrans & opprellors, 

S & ſothar thenuniber of good: and ver- 

I_ £22X9 tuous ones ſcemeth to haue beene but 
{= ! —1. ſmall in compariſon of them : which 
NA- QA is allo intimated by thetenour of the 
hiſtories of the Kings of Tudaand Ifracl, of whom (being in 
number tourtie ) bur renne only were found that pleaſed God 
in their rejgne s,and they of Juda , and yer of them terne,one 
was corrupred in his old age, and fell away to vile iniquities: 
bur of Iſrae] there was not one that demeancd not himiclte 
| ©" 1 E cull 
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evill in hiscſtate, and dealt not vniuſtly and wickedly before 
the Lord, As for the firſt Emperours, what manner of men 
chey were for the moſt part, wee haue already ſufficiently de. 
clared: Wherefore it was not vnhacly ſpoken of him thatjea- 
ſing wiſe told the Emperor Claudius, Thar all the good Ce. 
fars might bee engrauen in one little ring, they were to few : 
So thatthen a King or prince endued with verrue,bounty,and 
ciemencic,and hat loueth his ſubjeRs,cndethſtrites,and kind 
lechconcord, is an eſpeciall notre of Gods fauour, and a gift 
ineſtimable ; and that people that haue ſuch a Prince for their 
ſuppore and ſtay, arc infinitely bletled ; they lic as it were vp= 
on aſunnic banke, and ridein a moſt ſafe and quiet haucn, 
whileſt other areexpoſcd and laid open to the crueltie oftime, 
and are tofled and turmoyled with the waues of calamitie and 
opprellton ; therefore this may bee their ſong of nurth andre= 
joycing,whuleit other nations ſing nothing but welladates : 


A ſadaffiicted ſoule,all pale withgriefe & wrong , (ſong 
Being eaſd from ſence of dole,deth ſtraitway change his 


From moneto mirth,for why his thick and cloudy nio ht, 


- 1s turd topurity of Titans glorious light. 


The raging florme s paſt, and feare of ſhipwracke gon, 

T heir wearte ſhips at laſt a calmie ſhore haue won. 

The Pilot ſafely lies repoſed under lee, 

Not fearing frowne of skies or other miſerie. 

The ſtrong and mightie blaſts of furious winds are ſtill, 

They do nomore down caſt huge Firre trees at their wil: 

pleaſant gale ſucceeds of fruitfull Tephirus, 

Which reereatesthe ſeeds of ſpring voluptuone. 

Pack hence you wicked ones,with all your cquipage 

Of murdering champions enucnomed with rage : ( downe 

Tour horſe aretir dwith toilegy al your ſtrengths pulckt 

Tour ſwords hae caug ht a foile by lonely peaces crowne, 
0 


_ Coll Tudgerients? have beenatalltimes; 


O bleſſed glorious peace (that beantifieſt each land, J3r 
And mal ſt all dangers ceaſe whereof in ftare we ſtand) 
Diſtill thy fauors pure (which are immortall things ) 
On vs that lie ſecure in ſhadow of thy wings. 

Emuen thoſe thy holy traine which ſtill attendance yeeld, 
Let them wax yone az aine,and floxriſh in our field: 
Iuftice and verity, which ballance right from wrong, 
Let them attend on thee with equity among. 

Then ſhall the Swaines reioyce wnaer a Figtreelien, 
And ſing with cheerfull voice wntill the Suns decline: 
4 nd allthe world ſhall ring with ecchoes of our praiſe, 
Which to the Lordoar Kine we warble out alwates. 
The ſimple harmleſſe Lambe n0 greedy wolfe fhal feare, 
Nor Kid new waind from dam fhal ſtand in aw 4 Beare; 
But ſheep & wolf ſhal make like friends one flock & fold, 
A feaveleſſe child ſhall take the rule of Tigres old. 

You flockes of Sion hill which through ſo many feares 
of war andcroſſes, ſtill haue ſowne your field with tears, 
Take comfort to your hope,ſtrait comes the 1oyful houre 
To reape 4a fruitfull crop for all your torments ſoure. 


Bur alas it commeth to paſſe chrough the ſinnes and wic- 
kednetle of men, that realmes are oftentimes ſcarred with che 
alarmes and allaults of foes, and ſtrangely afflifted with many xy. 
emils,whe n as the State of gouernment is troubled and chan« 


ged by the iniquiries of che people. 
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That the greateſt and mig htteſt Cities arenot exempt 
from puniſhment of their tniquities. 


>& Hereas great and populous Cities are 
S as it were the eyes oftheearth (as A- 
&\ thens and Sparta were ſayd to be of 
a& Greece) there is no queſtion bur that 
\ they arc ſo muchthe more blameable 
| Re 7 for glutting and ouercharging them- 
, BANEY Mo 64 (clues with ſinnes, by how muck the 
{ " IV ER C& more they abound with temporall 
goods and commodities, andthat at length they tumble into 
vicer ruine and defolation; for in ſtead of beinga patterneand 
direion vnto others,of-wifdome and good gouernment, as 
they ought, they are for the moſt part examples of follieand 
vanitie: tor where 1s there morecuils and difſoJutenelle rezg- 
ning than inthem ? the principall cauſe whereof is that gree- 
die worme Auarice, which begetteth in all eſtates much 
fraud, couſening, and other naughtie prattiſes, with manic 
ſuch like children : for through it euerie man lookethto pro- 
uide for his awne atfaires, and to get any commoditie or caſe 
whartlocuer ro -humſelte, .cuen with all his power, not caring 
who be dainnified , ſo he be enriched : The plentie of riches: 
which thereabounderh, inftillech prideand haughtinelle of 
mind into [ome , makech others difſolute and efteminate, and 
beſorcech others with carnall and vnhonelt pleaſures ; trom 
which head (pring riuers ot euils, as enuies, quarrels, diiſenti- 
on, debates,& murders, all which things happenco tiiem that 
being cran{porred and diſtratted with che furious contrarietie 
of then difordinare aſte&ton, can find no contentment nor a- 
gr2cmentwich then {cluez,bur znuſt needs burtt ouc 1nco ſome 
outward inilchiefes : Hence 1s chat- wor ertull parnpe and 
bcauerie, as well of appar:Il as ocher things: hence all gour- 
mandiſe 
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mandile and drupkennefle are fo common,yea and adulceries 527 - 
io much frequented; wheretore the anger of the Almightic | 
;nuſt needs be kindled,to conſume themin cher finnes, 

One of the notableſt Cities of the world for grearnetle and 
antiquitie was Niniue, the capitall and chiete Citze of the Al- 
ſyrian Empire : howbeit her greatneſlc and power could nor 
ſo prote&t her,bur tha after [hee had once been ſparcd by the 
mieanes of the Prophet [onas, who torctold her ot her deftru- 
ion, being returned to her former vomit againezto wit, of 
robberies,cxcortions, wrongfull dealings,and adulterics, ſhee 
was wholly and vercrly ſubuerted, God hauing deliuercd her 
tor a prey into the hands of many of her enemies, that ſpoyled-. 
and pulled her tothe quicke ; and laſtly, introchehands of che 
Medes,who brought her to a finall and vnrecouerable deſola- 
cion,as it was prophecied by the Prophet Nahum, 

Babylon was-wont tobe che ſcat otthatpuilſant monarchie 
vnder Nabachadnez.zar,where flouriſhed the famous Aſtro- 
logers and notable wiſe men ofthe world, where the ſpoyles 
and riches of many nations and countries were [ct vp as Tro- 
phics,and kept as the remembrance of their victorics ; where 
alſo vices rcigned,and all nianner of excetle and villanic ouer- 
flowed: for by rhe report of ©. Cartua,cthe Citic did lo cx- 7;4,; of the 
cced in whoredoime and adulceries, that fathers and mothers as of Alex- 
were not aſhamed to be bauds vnto their daughters, 110 nor 4er 
husbarids rotheir wiucs z athing moſt ſtrangeand odious : 
wherefore it could not chuſc but 1n the end bee ſacked and oroſlib.2: 
quite deſtroyed w:ch an extreame ruine and deſtruction, tlie 
{12nes and apparance whereof yet ae lecne in theruine of old 
wals and annent buildings thatthere remaane. 

Ainonglt ſea-bordering Cities, and for renowne of mer- 
-landiſe, Tire in former ages was moſt tamous:for chither re< 
ſorted the merchancs of all councries for crathique of Palciti- 
pa,0y1ia,/Egypt,Pertia,and Allyria ; they of Tarſhis brought ', 
:L.1cher Iron, Lead, Bratle, and S1luer : the Syrians told cheir 
Carbuncles, purple, brojdered worke,fine linnen,corrall, and 
pearte; rhe Iewes, Hony,Oyle, Treacle Catia,aud Calajnus; 
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che Arabians traitiqued with Lambs, Muttons,and Gozrs,the 
Sabeans brought merchandiſe of all exquiſit ſpices and apo- 
thecary ſtuffe,with gold and precious ſtones;by means where- 
of it being growne exceeding wealthie,inriched by fraud and 
deceit,and being lifred vp roche height of pride,and plunged 
in the depth of pleaſurcs, ir was at length by the juſt judge. 
ment of God,ſfo ſacked and ruinated, that the veric memorie 
chereofFat this day ſcarce remaineth. 

The like juJgement fell vpon Sidon, and vpon that rich 
and renowned Citic of Corinth, which through the com- 
modiouſnelle of tht hauen wasthe moſt frequented place of 
the World for the entercourſe of merchants our of Alia and 
Europe; ſor by reaſon of herpride and corruption of manners 


(but roma for her deſpiling and abuſe of the heauealy 


Contempt of graces of Gods ſpirit) which were ſowed and planted in her, 


the word. 
lib.1 eC1P:3 4, 
Eutrop. 
Oroſclib.g, 


Orof. 
Extrop 


ſhe vnderwent this puniſhment, to be firſt finally deſtroyed, 
and brought into cinders by the Romans,andthen after her 
re-edification to be debaſed intoſolow and vilean eſtate,that 
that which remaineth is no wiſe comparable co her former 
lorze. 

; Againe, Athens the moſt flouriſhing and famous Cirie of 
Greece for her faire buildings, large precin&s, and multitude 
of inhabicants, bur eſpecially for her philoſophie, by meanes 
whereof recourſe was madetrom all parts to her, as the foun- 
raine and well-ſpring of Arts, and cheSchoole and Vniuerſi- 
tic of the whole world; whoſepolicic and manner of goucrn- 
ment was ſo much eſteemed by the Romanes, chat they drew 
from thence their lawes ; but now ſhe lies dead and buricd 
forgetfulnetſe, not carrying any of her former proportion or -- 
apParance. 

Carthage that noble citie,miſtreſſe of Africa,and paragon 
to Rome,may not brag of any better ifJuerhan her fellowes: 
for though ſhee reliſted and made her pare good with Rome 
for manue yeares, yer at length by meancs of her owne inward 
and ciuile jarres ſhe was vtterly deſtroicd by them : for cthe1n- 
habirants,nor able to ſtand any longer in defence, m_ ow 
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trained to yeeld chemſclues to the mercie of their enemies: 5 35 

the women tothe number of fiue and twentie thouſand mar- 

ching farſt forth, and after them the men in number thirtic 

chouſand following ; all which poore capriues were ſold tor 

bondflaues, a few onely of the principall excepted, and then 

fire was put tothe Citie, which burnt ſeucnteene dayes with- £ «trop 

out ceaſing, euen till it was cleane conſumed. It is true thar it 

was re=edified after this, but which laſted not long, for it was 

again brought to deſtrution, thatar this day thereremaineth 

nothing but old androtten ruines. And thus fared many 0- 

cher Cities, of which may be verified that which was ſpoken Nexc ſeges ef 

of Troy,that fields and corne are where cities were. vbi Troi fuite 
Numantium in Spaine being beſieged by the Romans, a*- | 

ecr it had borne the brunt of warre and ſacking,along while 

made many deſperate ſallies vpon their enenues: and laſtly, 

ſceing themſelues conſumed with famine, rather than they 

would bow their necks to the yokeof ſeruitude, barring their 

gates ſer fire on all:& ſo burning themſelues with their whole 

Cirie, left the enemic nothing but aſhes for his prey and cri- 

uinph : as theSagunrines not long before ſerued eAnwba!l. rity Lyuing: 
Ic is a maruellous and ſtrange thing to conſider, how that 

proudcitic hath lifted vp her head aboueall others, and vſur- 

ped a tyrannie ouer Nations, and which Lattantizes, lerome, 

and Auguſtine,three learned fathers,cntituled Babylon: how pee 

I fay ſhee hath beene humbled for all her pride, and empoue- meaneth. 

riſhed for all her riches,and made a prey vnto many nations. 

Ie was (acked and ranſacked twice by the Viſigothes , taken 

once by the Herulians,ſurpriſed by che Oltrogorhes, deltroi- 

ed and rooted vp by the Vandales,annoied by che Lumbards, 

pilled and ſpoiled by the Grzcians, & whipped and chaftiſed 

by many others,and now like Sodome and Gomorrha it 1s to 

expect no more puniſhment, bur the laſt blowe of the moſt 

mightieſt his indignation , to throw it headlong into euer]a- 


fting and horrible deſolacion, | 
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of ſuch paniſhments which ere common to all men 
in regard of their migqu.Hes, 


-O Hele and ſuch like effets of Gods 
wrath ought to admoniſh and in- 
ſtru& everie manto looke vato him- 
(clte for doing euil, and to abhorre 
and deteſt (inne, ſince ir bringeth 
forth ſuch ſoure and bitter fruits:for 
albeir the waies of the wicked ſeen;e 
in their own cies faire and good,yet 
it is certaine,that they arC full of ſnares and thornes to entrap 
and pricke them to the quicke: for after chat becing fed with 
thelicorous and deceirfull fweetnelle of their owne luſts, they 
haue ſported themſelues their fils in their pleaſures and wic= 
ked affections, then in ſtead ofdelights and paftimes they 
(all 6nde nothing but puniſhment and ſadnetle; cheir Jaugh- 
rer, joy, pompe,maguificence, and glorie,ſhal] be curned into 
torments and dolors, weepings,opprobries, ignominies, con- 


rn and miſeric cuerlaſting: for if God ſpared not great 
ities, Empires, Monarchies, and Kings,in their obſtinat miſ- 


deeds, ſhall we thinke he will ſpare little cities, Hamlers,and 
villages,and men of baſe eſtate, when by cheir {1nnes they pro- 
uoke him to anger?no it cannot befor God is alwayes of one 
and the ſame nature,alwaies like vnto himfelte: A God execne 
ting iuſtice and iudgzment vpon the earih ,a God that loueth 
#01 iniquitie;with whom the wicked Canna div? il,0Y the fool 4 
ſtand before his preſence. Ic is he that hatech the workers of vn. - 
r;ohteouineſſe, and that deſtroyech the lyers , and abhorreth 
all deceictull, difloyall, perjurous and murdering perions : as 
with him there is noexception of perſons, ſo none, of what 


' 


\ eſtateor candition (oeuer, bee tlicy rich or poore, noble or 
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»noble,gentle,or carter-like,can exempt cheinſclues from his 537 
wrath and indignation when 1t 18 Kindled but a little,if chey 
delight and continue 1n their {1nnes : for asS. Par! ſaith, Tri- Rom-2+9- 
bulacion and anguiſh vpon theſoule of euerie man that doth 


eull, 
Now according to the variety and diuerſity of mens offen- 


ces,the Lord in his mot juſt and adnurable judgement ,vſerh 
diucrlite of puniſhments : ſometimes corretting them one 
by one, particular;ocherwhules alrogerher in a heap;ſometin.es 
by Rormes and tempelts both by ſea and land, other times 
by lighrning,haile,and deluge of waters:often by ouerflowirg 
and breaking out of riuers,and of the ſea alſo : and not ſeldon: 
by remediletle and ſudden fires, heauen and earth,and all the 
clen;ents being armed with an inujncible force,to take venge- 
ance vpon ſuch as are traitors and rebels againit God : ſundry 
times he ſcourgeth the world (as it well deſerueth) with his 
vſuall and accultomed plagues,namely of war,and famin,and 
peltilence,which are euzdent [1gnes of his anger,according to 4 
the threats denounced in the law touching the tame: and ] 
cherefore if at anytimehe defer the puniſhment of the wicked, | 
it is for no other end, but to expe&t the fulneſle of their ſinne, | 
and to make them more inexcuſable, when comrary to his 

bountifulnetle and long ſuffering (which inuiteth and calleth } 
chem to repentance) they harden themſcluesand grow more | 
obitinat in cheir vices & rebellion, drawing vpon their heads i 
the whole heap of wrath,the more gricuoully to aſlaile them. 


And thus the vengeance of God marcheth bur a loft pace (as | 
faich Valerina CMaxmus)otheend to double and aggrauate 1 
the puniſhiaent forthe (lacknetle thercor. l; 
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T hat the greateſt puniſhments are reſeratd and lajed 7, 
for the wicked in the world to come, 


® Ocwithſtanding all which hath becne ſpoken, 
IP and howſocuer ſinners are puniſhed in this life, 
NI it is ccrtaine , that the greateſt and rerribleſt 
es puniſhments are kept in ftorefor themin ano- 

ther world : And albeit that during this tranſj- 
rorie pilgrimage,they ſeeme to themſelues oftentimes to liue 
at their eaſe, and enioy their pleaſures and paſtimes totheir 
hearts contentment z yer doubtleſle it is ſo, that they are in- 
deed in a continuall priſon, and in adungeon of darkenelle, 
bound and chained with ferters of their owne (1nne,and very 
often turmoyled and butchered with their owne guiltie con= | 
ſcience, ouercharged with the multitude of offences,and fore=- | 
feeling theapproch of hell : And in this caſemany languiſh 
away with care,feare,and terror, being toyled and tyred with 
vncellant and vnſupportable diſquiernelle, and tofled and 
diſtracted with deſpaire, vntill by death they be brought vn- 
ro their Jaſt irrouokeable puniſhment ;z which puniſhient 18 
not to indure for a time and rhen to end, but js erernall & euer- 
laſtingly inherent both in body and ſoule: I ſay in the body, 
after the reſurre&tion ofthe dead ; and in ſoule, after the de- 
parcure our of this life cill alleternitie: for it isjutt and equall, 
that they which haue offended and diſhonoured God in their 
bodies 1n this life, ſhould bee puniſhed alſoin their bodies in 
the world ro come with endlelle torments:of which torments 
when mention is made inthe holy Scripture,they are for our 
weake capacity ſake called Gehenna,or a place of rorment, vt- 
ter darkenefle and hell fire, where there 1s weeping and gna- 
ſhing of ceerh, &c : againe erernall fire,a poole and pit of fire 
and brimſtone, which is prepared for the diuc]l and his dar- 
lings: and how miſerable their eſtate js that fall therein, ou 
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Cock Indaements. the world to Come. 


Sauiour Chriſt giveth vs to know in the perſon oftherich 


lutcon , who hauing bathed humnſelte 1n the pleaſurcsand Luke 26. 


delights ofthis world, withour once regarding or pityingthe 
poore, was after death caſt intothe torments ot hell,and there 
burneth in quenchlctle tlaines without any ceaſing or allay- 
ing of his grieftes : therefore whatſocuer puniſhments the 
wicked ſuffer before they die, they arc nor quittcd by them 
from this other , but muſt deſcend into the appointed place 
ro recciue the ſurplus of their payments which is due vnto 
chem: For what were it for a notorious and cruell Tyran 
that had committed many foule and wicked deeds, or had 
molt yillanouſly murdered many good men,tohaue noother 
puniſhment but to be ſlain,and toindure in the houre of death 
ſome extraordinarie paine ; could ſuch a puniſhment bal- 
lance with his ſo manic and preat offences? Whereas there» 
fore many ſuch wretches ſuffer puniſhment in this world, we 
mukſt thinkethatthis 1s but a taſte and a ſcantling cf thoſe tor- 
ments and puniſhments which are prepared and made readie 
for them in the world rocome, And therefore it often com« 
methto palle, that they paſſe out of this life moſt quietly 
without the diſturbance of any croile or puniſhment;bur it 1s 
chat they might bee more ſtrangely cormented in anorier 
world. Some nor con(1dering this point, nor ſtrecching the 
view of cheir vnderſtanding beyondthe aſpett of their carnal 
cyes,haue fallen into this fooliſh opinion,to thinke that there 
15 neither juſtice norjudgement in heauen, nor reſpe& of e- 
quitie with the Higheſt; when they ſeethe wicked to flouriſh 
In proſperitie, and thegood and innocent to be ouerwhelmed 
with aducrlitie,yea and many holy menalſo haue fallen into 


this tempration, as Job and David did, who whenthey con- lob.12. 8: 
lidered the condition of the wicked andvnjuſt, how they liued P4173: 


i this world at theirhearts caſe, compatied about with plea- 
ſures and delights, and waxing old inthe ſame, were carried 
co their {epulchres in peace, they were ſoinewhat troubled 
and perplexed within themſclues, vnrtill becing inſtrutedand 
reſolued by the word of God, they marked cheir finall eng: 


es 89. 
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and ifJue, andche everlaſting perdition which was prepared 
tor chem, and by no mmeanes could beelcaped. And thus it 
commech to palle(laith S. Azgnfiine )thar many linnes are pu- 
mihed in this world, that the prouiden:ce of God might bee 
moreapparant; and many, yea moſt re{erued to bee puniſhed 
inthe world to come,that wee might know that there is yer 
judgement behinde, 


CHAP.LIIL 


How the afjlictions of toe godly,and puniſhment of 
the wicked differ. 


ES Hich ſeeing it 1s fo, it is nece(Tary that the 
SABIN wicked and peruerſe one ſhould teele the 


with others,being laid opento mullions of injuries, reproches, 
and crucries,and are as it were (heepappointed to che laugh- 
ter ; whereot {ome are matlacred, ſomehanged,ſonic headed, 


ſome drowned,lome burned, or put toſome other cruel death; 


yet ard ae their eſtareand condition 1s tar happicr 
than that of the wicked, forſomuch as all their ſufferings and 


aduerlities arebletied and ſanRified vnto them of God, who 


rurneth them to their aduantape, according to the ſaying of 
S. Panl, That aki things worke for thegood to thews that feare 
God: tor whatſocuer tribulacion betalleth them, they cannot 
be ſeparated from the law of God, which hee bearcth ynto 
them in hs well beloued fonne Chriſt lelus : beer then that 
God vilitech them for their faulcs (tor there 1s none tha: 15 
clcere of {inne) itis a tacherly chaſtilemenrro bring them to 
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amendement: be ttthat he exerciſeththemby many afth&1- 


ons, 


Gods Tudzements, puniſhments of the wicked differ, 


ons, as he did ſob, itis to proue their faith and patience, tothe 
end chey may be berterpurihed like gold in the furnace, and 
ſcrue for example to others. If it be tor the truth of the Goſ- 
pell chatthey ſuffer, then chey are blc{led, becauſe they are 
conformed to the image of the ſonne of God, that they might 
alſo be partakers of his glorie, for they that ſuffer with hin), 


are allured to reigne with him: hence it isthat in the midſt of 


their corments and oppreſſions, in the midſt of fires and fa- 
gots flaming abouc chem, being comforted with the conſola- 
tions of Gods ſpirit, through a ſure hopeof their happiere- 
poſe and incorruptible crown which is prepared for them in 
the heauens, they rejoyce andare ſo cheeretull :contrariwiſe 
the wicked, ſccing rhemſelues enſnared in the euils which 
their owne linnes brought vpon them, gnaſh their teeth, frer 
chemſelues, murmur againſt God, and blaſpheme him , like 
wretehes, to their cndlclle perdition. Thereis therefore great 
difference berwixt the puniſhments of each of theſe, for rhe 
one tendeth to honour and life, the other to ſhame and confu- 
lion :and euen as it 1snot the greatnelle of rorments that ma- 
keththe martyr, but the goodnelle of the caule, ſo the inflii- 
on of puniſhment vniuſtly, neither maketh the party aflited 
guilcie, nor any Whit diminiſheth his repuration : whereas the 
wicked thatare juſtly cormented for their {innes, are ſo mar- 
ked with infanue and diſhonour, that the ſtaine thereof can 
neuer be wiped our. 

Ler euerie one therefore learne tokeepe himiſelfe from euil, 
and to containe humſclf in a kind of modeſtie and integritie 
of life, ſeemg that by the plaguesand ſcourges wherewith the 
world 15 ordinarily afflicted, Gods fierce wrath jscleerely re- 
uealed trom-heauen vpon all impiery and injnftice of men, to 
conſnme all thote chac rebell againſt him. T hinke vpon this 
you inhabirants of the earth, ſmall and great, cf what qualitie 
or cond'tion {ocuer you be, 

[i you be «11gaue, puillant, and fearcfull, know that the 
Lord 1s greater than you, for he 1s almighrie, all-rrrible, and 
all-tcareriui; 414 What place {oeuer you are,he isalwayes aboue 

you, 


54t 


342 


Elay.49. 


The afliions of the godlie, &c. The Theatreof 


you, ready to hurle you downe and ouerturneyou,to breake 
quaſh, and crulh you in pieces as pots ofcarth ; he is armed 
with chunder, fire, and a bloudic iword,codeſtroy, conſume, 
and cut you in picces : heauen threatneth from aboue,and the 
earth which you trample on from below, ſhaking vnder your 
feer,and being ready roſpue you our trom her tace,or ſwallow 
you vp in her bowels :1n briec, all cheelements and creatures 
of God looke askew at you 1n diſdaine,and ſer themſelues a- 
gainſt you in hatred, if you feare not your creator, your Lord 
and Maſter, of whome you haue recc1ued your Scepters and 
crownes, and who isable (when he pleaſe)to bring princes to 
nothing, and makectherulers of thecarth a thing of nought, 
Forſake therefore, if you tender the good, honour, and repoſe, 
of your ſclues and yours, the cuill and corrupt faſhions of the 
world, and ſubmit your {clues 1n obedience ynder the Scepter 
of Gods Law and Goſpell, fearing thejuft retriburion of ven- 

cance vpon all chem that do the contrarie : for 1t15a horrible 
thing to fall into the hands of the Lord, And you which honor 
and reuerence God already,be now more quickned and ſtirred 
vptohisloueand obedience,and to amore diligent praftiſing 
of his will, and following his commandements,co theend to 

glorific him by your les , looking for the happicend 
of your hope reſcrued in the heauens for you 
by Chriſt Icſus ourLord, to 
whome bee glory C- 
 uerlaſting, 
Ancn. 
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A briefe ſummarie of more Exam- 


ples, annexed to the former by 
the ſame Author, 


CHAP.I. 
Of ſuch as haut perſecuted the Church of Chriſt. 


2 aÞ «Achariathe ſonne of Barachias, of 
= whom Saint ©Mathew ſpeaketh ; n 
the chree and twentieth chapter ; and 
\ 9 Saint Ange/tinein the 242 Sermon, 
SS” 235 ac 7 empore, in thele words ; Zacha- 
a2 ric.che high-Prieſt, reprouing the re- 
Y bcllious people for the neglett of the 
2 worſhip of God,and theſacred lawes, 
was ſ]ain of the people ; and the dete- 
ſtable band of the Tewes dicd the pauement with his bloud, 
in the ninth yeare of thereigne of /oas King of Iudah: : which 
cruelcie againſt this good man the whole nation of the [ewes 
payed deere for ;for when a. yeare was paſt, an armie of the 
Syrians came vp againſt [oas, and (lew all the princes of the 
peoplein [udah and Hicruſalem : andchere being bur a ſinall 
number of che Syrians, God delivered inro their hands the 


whole mulczuude of the Jewes, Raps: Tohoſua reportcth,thar 
ro 
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Perſecuters ofthe Church. The Theatre of 
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Phil LOA, 


Z830m-lib.z. 
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Cent. +. 64), 3. 


Phil. Loaiker. 


ewo hundred and cleuen thouſand were (laine in the field,and 
ninctie foure thouſand in the citie, tor the expiation of the 
bloud of Zacharias, which bloud boyled out of theearth till 
that day, a$ it were out of a {eething Caldron. 

Egeas Patrenſis,a Preteft of the Emperor in Achaia,when 
he had crucified Saint Anarew, was pollclIcd of Sathan and 
ſlaine, | 

Incommodous Emperour ( ommodis, which was iudged 
by the Senate more cruell than Domitiar, and more impure 
than Nere, had atragicall end, both for his other vices, and 
principally for perſecucing che Church of Chriſt. 

In thetime ot Conſtantine, one T eredates « great man in 
Arimenia, gricuoully perſecuted the Church :at which time 
Gregoriethe Great, tamous for miracles, ſuffered many indig- 
nitiesfrom him, and at the laſt was ſhut vp into a darke and 
muddie pit for the ſpace of fourteene yeares. But Teredates 
the Prince of that nation, felrthe horrible vengeance of God 
vpon himſelfe, his houſhoJd, and his Nobles, tor they were 
all cransformed into ſwine, and liued like ſwinecogecher,and 
deuoured one another. Whether this ſtorie be true or fabu- 
lous, let the Reader wudge : Burt it 1s reported by Nicephorw, 
lib,S. cap. 35. 

In the rejgne of Conſtanting, after the Antiochian Synod, 
in the which great Arhanajizes was condemned, the Eafterne 
cities, andelpecially Antioch, were ſhaken and quaſhed with 
wonderfull Earthquakes, in reuenge of che 1niuries done to 
that good man. 

Neither did Conftantirs the Empcrour , an aflertor and 
maintainer of the Arrian hereſie, c{cape vnpuniſhed for his 
perfidic and impictie, For firſt his warrelike affaires jn the 
Eaſt proſpered not: then a little betore the end of his life hee 
gricuoully complained, that he had innouated the faith in his 
kingdome. Ar laſt in choſe ſighings and complaints he parted 
this lite, with a grieuous and violent diſcale, 

The Vnkle of /#/:az the Apoftata, called alſo /ianz , at 
Antioch, in the templeprophancd the holy table with pulling 


vpon 


%. 


Codi Indzements? OfChurch perſecuters, 


Vpon it. And when Euſoiu the Biſhop rebuked him for it, 5 ag 
he ſtrooke him with his fiſt. Not long after, hee was was ta- 
ken witha grieuous difcaſe of his bowels putrifying, and mi- 
ſerably died, his excrements comming from hirffnot by their 


ordinariepallages, but by his wicked mouth. 
Vnder the Emperour Valence, a wonderfull haile, the F:ſcic.Temp. 
ſtones being as big as a man could hold in his hand, was ſent 
vpon Conſtantinople, and ſlew many both men and beatts, 
for thatthe Empcrour had baniſhed many famous men thac 
would not communicate with Exdoxima the Arrian : andfor 
the ſame reaſon a great part of Germa, a citie of Helleſpont, 
was throwne downe by an earthquake ; and in Phrygia ſuch 
a famine ſucceeded, that the Inhabirancs were faine ro change : 
their habiration, ard to flee to other places. 
Afterthemartyrdome of Gregor the Biſhop of Spolera, phil. Logicer. 
Flacchus the Gouernour, who was author thereof, was ftrucke | 
with an Angell, and vomited out his intrailes at his mouth, 
and died. 
Vnderthe Empire of Alexander, MMammea Aprippitus Cent-3.cap 12s 
fiftecne yeares old , becauſe he would nor lacrifice to their 
Idols, was apprehended art Praneſte , whipe with {courges, 
and hanged vp by the heeles, and art lait (laine with che 
ſword ; in the middeft of whoſe corments the Gouernour of 


the citie tell from the Tr1bunall ſeat dead. 
Baiazet, a moſt crusll enennie of the Chriſtians, was ta« Cbr.Pbz;1.115. 54 


ken by Tamerlane the Tartarian King, and bound in golden 
chaines, and carried about by him in an yron cage, lariled and 
ſhewne vnto all , being vſed tor a ftirrop vnto Tamerlane 
when he got vpon hs horſe. 
Genſericus the King of the Vandales , exerciſing gricuous Sig2b. in Chre, 
crueltie againſt the Orchodox Chriſtians, hee himſclte being 
an Arrian, was polle{led of the Diuell, and dicd a nuſerable * 


death,in the yearc 477. 
Honoricus the ſecond, King of the Vandales, hauing vſcd (,, py;1 14... 


inexplicable crueltie againſt the Orthodox Chuiſtians, hang- 


ing vp honeſt matrons and virgins naked, burning their bo- 
Na dics 
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dies with corches, cutting off cheir dugges and armes, becauſe 


they would not ſubſcribe tothe Arrian hereſie, was ſurpriſed 
him{clte with the vengeanceof God: for hisland was turned 
into barrcnneſle through an exceeding drought, ſothat num- 
bers of men, women, and bealts died with famine ; the peſti- 
lence alſo ſeifed vpon them,and hehimſelf was ſtricken with 
{uch a diſeaſe of h1s bodic, that his members rorted off one af- 
ter another. 

Anaftatixs Dicorms, a grieuous perſecutor of the Church 
of Chriſt, being admoniſhed in a dreame, that he ſhould pc- 
riſh wich aide bake him an houſe wherein he might de- 
fend himſelfe from that iudgement ; bur in vaine; forin a 
great thunder he fled from chamber to chamber, and ar laſt 
was found dead, blaſted with lightening, to the great horror 
of the beholders. 

Chaſ#oes the King of Perſia, a grieuousenemie to Chriſt 


lib. 18. de reb. 04 Chriſtians, committed horribleoutrages againft them 


Romani. 


eranta lib.3. 
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for firſt he ſlew art Ieruſalem ninetic thouſand men,with Za» 
charie che Patriarch of Ieruſalem, and alſo ragedin like man- 
ner in Zgyprt, Lybia, and Xchyopia, and would grantthem 
no condition of peace, vnlelle they would forſake Chriſt,and 
worſhip the Sun ; he alſo put codeath with moſt crucll cor- 
ments Anaftatiie a godly Monke, becauſe he conſtantly con- 
fetled rhe faith of Chriſt. Bur God met with him to thefull ; 
for his eldeſt ſonne Syroes rooke him priſoner, and handled 
him in moſt vile manner:he hanged anyron weight vpon his 
necke, and impriſoned him in an _— which hee had 
builcto keepe his treaſure ; denying him food, and bidding 
him eat the gold which he had gathercd together ; then hee 
flew all his children before his face,and expoſed him to the 
ſcoffes and railings ofthe people, and laſtly cauſed himto bee 
ſhot to death : andſo thar great terror of the world, and (hed- 
der of Chriſtian bloud, breathed out his ſouleafter a miſera- 
ble manner. 
Regnerus the King of Denmark,abrogating Chriſtian Re- 
bgion, and ſetting vp Idolatriein his kingdome anew,thedi- 
wne 


Tods Iudgernents, Ot Perjurers; 
uine vengeance otertooke him: for Helles,whom he had caſt 547 


out of the kingdome, returned vpon him with an armie ofthe 
Gaules, and ouercomming him in battel! , cooke him priſo- 
ner, and ſhuchimvpin a Febie priſon full of ſerpents, which 
{ering vpon him , with their venomons bitings and tings 
brought hun tos moſt horrible end. 

Ly/iu: the Emperour gaue Herina his daughter, a virgin, 0fic. R4vip. 
becauſe (he was a Chriſtian,to betrampled vnder foot of hor- | 
ſ _ he himſclte was ſlain by the byring of pne of the ſame 
horſes, 

A popiſh Magiſtrate hauing condemned a poore Prote. 
ftanc ro dexth, before his execucion cauſed his tongue to be 


cut our, becauſe he ſhould nor confelle the truth ; in requitall | | 
whereof, the next childe that was borne vnto him was borne | 
without a tongue, 
C H A P. I I, ! , 

| 

O f Periuste. f 


28 Hi/ip King of Macedon , who was 2 
JY © grcatcontenmnero® all oathes, and 
held the religion thereof as a vaine 
ching ; for this cauſe (as all Writers 
2 affirme) che vengeanceof God follo- 
S©U 1 D $$ wed him and his poſteritie;for when 
<- 21 OF he had lived ſcarce fourtie and (ixe 
z EBV Sa yearcs he himfelfe was laine,and all [] 
his whole houſe in ſhort timeafter veterly extinguiſhed ; Ari- 4 
azz one of his ſonnes was ſlaine by O/ympias hiswife. Alle 
another ſonne, which he had by (Teopatra the niece of Arta- 
{, (he tormented ro death ina braſen vellell compiled a- . 
bout with fire. The rxeft of his ſons periſhed in like manner z Payſan.jt Are. 
and at laſt the famous eAlexander his{onne, after great con- 
queſt atchieued by him, in the middle comſe ef his viRtorics | 
pcriſhed miſerably, ſome thinke by poyſon. 
OO > COTave! Nn i; I; 
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548 In the Countrey of Arbernum, there wasa certaine wic! 
Greg.Turon. ked manthat vſcd ordinarily.to forfweare himſclfe : but at one 
time after hee had thus (inned, his congue was ticd vp thache 
could nor ſpeake, bur began to Jow likean oxe : yetrepenting 
and grieuing for his(inne, hee found the bond of his tongue 
looſed, and a readindlle of ſpeech giuen vnto him againe ; 
whereby wee [ce both the Tuſtice of God in puniſhing them 
thar ſinne inchis kinde,and his mercie, pardoning whea they 
truely repent. 

Ar this day wee haue an example freſh and famous, of a cer. 
taine maid thathad ſtolneand pilfered many things away our 
of her miſtreiles houſe, of which being examined, ſhee for. 
ſwore them, and wiſhed that ſhe might rot if (he euer touch- 
edchem or knew of them : but notwithſtanding ſhee was car- 
ricd topriſon, and there preſently began ſo to rocand ſtinke, 
that they were forced to thruſt her out of priſon and tocon- 
ucy her to the Hoſpitall, where ſhe lies in lamentable miſcrie z 
repenting as they ſay of herfoule ſinne; The Lord be merci- 
full vato her. 


CHAP. I1T, 
O f E PICKYES and A ther ſts. 


j rg, otherwiſe called Elimas, a ſore of 

impieric anda horrible Magitian and A- 

cheiſt, oftenly relifting the Apoſtles Paul 

and Barnabas, bctore Sergins P anlus the 

Depuriez was preſently ſtroke with blind- 

© octlc by the hand of God : This man 
= San Luke ſpeaketh of, eAtis 13. 
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Chrone  Tuftin Martin that led not long after the Apoſtlestimes, 
Philip: a famous Chriftian, writcth chus to eAmtorixs che Empe- 
cour : viz, after the atſencion of Chriſt inco Heanen, certains 
men ſtirred vp by the Daucll,called chenielues gods; makers wa 
Es numbex. 
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rumber was $7mon the Samaritane, borne in a Village cajled 
Gitcon, Thisman 1n the time of (/andiues Caeſar, by the pow= 
er oithe Dinell, exerciſing Magicall Arts,and working preat 
wonders,was eſteemed for a god, and a Statue, ercacd vnto 
hum with this in{cription $ Simmer deo Santto, To S192 the 
holy god : The Samaritans allo with many of other Naticns 
worl};ypped him as a god ; but this Acheiſt meeting with Saint 
Peter ac Rome,had great contentions with him ; and boſting 
that hoe would aſcend into Heauen in the ſight of all; was 
carried vp intothe ayreby Diuells, but Perer commanded 
the Diuells in thenarme of Chriſt co let him goe, and ſo hee 
fell downe vpon the carth, and was quaſhed a pieces. 

( ains ( alignla Emperour of Rome, raging againſt bot[1 
Chriſtians and lewes, cauſed himſelfero be worthipped, and 


his Images to be ſer vp inall places: Heealſo dedicarcd the r.,/44,.11;6.4, 
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Temple of Teruſalem ro his owne worſhip ; commanding it cap. 7. 
to bee called the Temple of famous /zpiter, tor fo hee ſtyled 3#194- 


himſelfe: bur ro ſkew that he was but a wretched ſimple wan, 
he reigned but three yeares and three monthes,and was ſhaine 
by Pherizs a Tribur. 


Herod Agrippa when he ſutfered him elfeto beſaluted and Euſcbdib.2.c.9 


honorcd as 2 god, was preſently {mitten with horrible plagues 
in his bowels, when deteſting the voice of his flatterers ; {aid, 
I that was calted but lately a god , am now m the bonds of 


acath, 


Daphiaa, a biting and contentiousSophiſter, and hating Yaler. Max. 
{[th.1.c4p8. 


all Religion both Heacheniſh and Chriſtian,came to Delphos, 
and in 2 {coffe asked the Oracle of Apollo, Whether he might 
fnde his horlc or no;when hee had none to find : the Oracle 
anſwered, That hec ſhould finde a horſe, but it ſhould bee his 
deftruion. Ar his returne fromthe Oracle, King Arta/us his 
enemie ceaſed ypon him,and ſerthim vpon a rocke, the name 
whercof was a horſe ; cauſing him to be throwne downe head- 
long, to learne what it is tomocke the gods, 


Nn ij - CHAP: 
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Of Tdolatric. 


7 He wonderfull Idolatrie ef the Hea- 
== . thens wasſo abhominable, that their 
(JS® madnellc wouldaftonith any reaſona- 
Ray bleman ; nor toſpeake of their /upj. 
ter, Mars, Mercurie, Apolle, and 
22 the reft ; Hefod doth reporc that they 
'F..- PCB | had thirtte thouſand gods vpon the 
Sr ew carth, and ſome moſt ftrange ones, 
The Troglodites worfhipped Snayles ; the Syrians Pigions ; 
che Romanes Geeſe ; becauſe by theirſqueaking the Capitoll 
was ſaucd from the Gaules ; the Ambracians a Lionelle , be- 
cauſea Lionelle had killeda Tyrant of theirs: The Dephians 
a Wolfe ; theSamians a Sheepe ; the Tencdians a Cow with 
Calfe ; the Albanians a Dragon ; the ZXgyptians Rats and 
Miſe,and Cars,and a Calfe.viherein the ewes are faid to imi - 
tacethem ” rag the Idolatrie of the Romans 
was beyond all, for they worthipped not only the higher gods, 
25 they called, bur the worng. rats that furry i ——_ 
in the World: as the Ague, and the Gour, the Priuie,yca and 
Priapus that filthie Idoll of the Gardens. Now who ſecch 
not bur the vengeance of God hath been poured downe vpon 
all cheſe Nations, for their jmptous Idolarrie, hauing been de- 
liuvered vp into the hands of the Gothes and Vandales, Turks 

and Tartarians, and made a 'prey vnto them. 

Neither do the Papifts come thort of theſe Heathens in 
cheir Idolatie;for they turne che bletfed Sainrs into Idols, and 
worſhip them 1n ftead of God : Euerie countrey, and every 
citic, and cueric houſe, hath his proreRing Saine which they 
daily inuocare;yea, they aſcribe a certaine God to cueriemen- 
ber, and for their ſcucrall Carrell, belide their I 
ola- 


Cd Indoemedts; Of Blaſphemers. 
1dolatrie in worſhipping their breaden god : but as God 
hath takenalreadie in part vengeance vpon that Idolatrous 
whore of Babylon ; ſo I doubt not'but he will fulfill chefull 


meaſureof bis wrath vpon them, inhis due time, cxcept they 
repent. 


CHAP. V. 


Of Blaſphemie. 
>= Ccrtainc holy man paſling by a wine 


tauerne, went to prayer ; whrein cer- 
} tainc young men hauing patled the 
ks whole night in drinking and play- 
F ing, and blaſpheming the name of 
' 'God,he mer witha poore man horri- 


F 


va 


EVSS*)SY him of whom he had recciued thoſe 
wounds ; the poore man anſwered, that he had receiued them 
of thoſe young men that were in that tauerne : whereupon the 
good manreturned backe, and enquired of them, why they 
had ſo wounded the poore man? T he young men aſtoniſhed 
anſwered, that there werenone in the caucrne with them all 
chat night but them(clues ; and preſently went out toſee the 


poore man thus wounded, but he was not to be found:where- piſcip.de Tem. 


upon being more amaſed , they judged that it was Chriſt 
whom they had thus wounded with their blaſphemies. 


Amnno1551,inthe coaſts of Magnapolis, certaine men a- 109. Fineo!. 


buling the _ of Penticoſt way _ — a certain - me 
woman in theircompany bla ffrangely,and cal- 
led vpon the Diuels who lily ſnatched her away , and 
carried heraloft into the aire , from whence ſhee fell downe 
dead, the whole company beholding of her. 

At thecoaſts of Bohemia, Awno 1551, fiue drunken men 
quaſting together, with horrible blaſphemics prophaned the 


Na 1j name 


Ds bly woundedin his body , andasked 
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nameof God ; and the piQure of the diuell being painced vp- 
on th2 wall, they carouſed healchs vnco him : to which che gi. 


_ veil anſwered immediately tor the next morning all fue were 


#4-£-% found dead, their neckes being broken, and quathed to pieces 


. 4 '(CPe 
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a3 thougna yhcelchad gone ouer thein, bloud ruuning our of 
cheir mouches, nolthrils, and cares, to the vreat aftomiſhineric 
of the beholders. 

Not many yeares {1ace , two men contended together 
which of them {ſhould poure forth moſt blaſphemics againſt 
God, bur whileſt they were excrciling this dwueliſh concenti. 
on, one of them was ſtricken with; madnelle, and ſo continy- 
cd till his liuesend. 

In hkemanner at Rome certaine young men agreed toge- 
ther, thatheſhould haue the victorie that could ſweare molt : 
which wicked (trite as ſoone as they entred into, one of them 
was depriued otthe vic of his rongue, another of his reaſon 
and ynderitanding, and thereft remained as dead tmen, God 
reſcruing themaliue for repentance. 

Ar Ellinga in Germany, vpon Saint Katharines day, a cer- 
taine Nobleman hauing loſt much money ar play, with hor- 
rible execrations and blaſphemies commanded his man to 
bring him his horſe chat he might ride home, in a very darke 
night z bur his ſeruant difſuaded him from his journey, afhir- 
ming how dangerous the way was, by reaſon of the waters 
and the fennesrhar lay in che niddeſt : wherear he began to 


- rageand ſweare the more, and go he would. But he was en- 


countred by the way with an arnue of 1nfernal ſoldiers, which 
beſec the nobleman on all {1des , and threw him from his 
horſe : Now there was in his company. a vertuous and valiant 
gentleman, who ſer him againe ypon his horſe, and heldhim 


on one {ide z whom when chefpirirsdurſt not attempe by rea« 


ſon of his innocencie, they vaniſhed. our of ſight ; and they 

conueyed the Nobleman inco a monaſterie chat was hard by, 

where he lay three dayesand dicd : tuchisthe end of horrible 
and fearetull blaſphemers. - =; 

A Vininer that accuſtotned hunſelfe to blaſpheming,ſwea- 

| ring, 
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ring and drunkennelle,and del:ghting to encertaineſuch that 
were like himſclte, ro {wallow downe his wine; vpon the 
Lords day ftandiug at the dore with a por 11 his hand to call 
11 more gueſts,therecame {uddenly a violent whirlwinde,and 
carried hum vpintotheaite 1n the light of all men, and was 


ncuer ſcene 11,0re. 


CHAT: VT. 


Of Conmrers, Mazittans and Wil ches, 


) gal x} Obs Faustis, a filthie beaſt , and a 
x linke of many duels, led about with 
him an euill {pjricin the likenelle of 
F adog ; being at Wictenberg, when 
y as by the Edit of the Prince hee 
({hould haue bzenc taken; he eſcaped 
by his magical] delulious, andatter 
gG> CA at Noremberg being by an extraor- 
dinarie [weat that came vponhim as he was atdinner, cerrifi- 
ed that hee was beler, payed his hoſt ſuddenly his ſhot; and 
went away : and being {carce eſcaped out of the walls of the 
citie, the Sergeantsand other officers cameroapprehend him. 
But Gods vengeancetollowing hun, as hecame intoavillage 
of the dukgdome of Wjacnberg, he fat there in his lone very 
ſad: the hoſt requiredof him, what was the cauſe off his ſad- 
nelle : he anſwered, that he would nor hane him cerrified,if he 
hearda great noile and (haking ot the houſerhat night:which 
happened according.co his preſage: for 4n:the morning hee 
was found dead, with his necke wrung behindehim ; the Di- 
uell whom he ſerued haurng carcied his foule jnto hell, This 
ſtorie is ſet downe by 12ny in other termes ; but Philip Lo- 
xicer exprellech ic in this manner in his Theatre of Hiſto= 
ries. 
Anno 1553,two Witches were taken which went _ 
y 


- 
-_ 
__ = 
- - = 
-- _ 


»E 


—— Omen, AA OI)", Coe <A... * "ISIS 


-— 
CEO nn 


Of Conjarers, Witches, 88. The Theatreof 
354 


by tempeſt, haile, and froſt, ro deſtroy all the corne in the 
countrey ;theſe women ſtole away a little infant of one of 
cheir neighbours, and cutring it in pieces, put it into a Cay]- 
dron to be boiled : but by Gods prouidence the mother of the 
childecame in the meane while, and found the members of 
her childe thuscur in piecesand boyled. Whereupon the two 
Witches were taken, and being examined, anſwered, That if 
the boyling had been finiſhed, ſuch a tempeſt of raine and 
haile would haue followed, that all the fruits of the earth in 
chat countrey ſhould haue been deſtroyed ; but God preuen. 
red them by his iuſt judgement, in cauſing them to be putto 
death. 

Anno 1558, ina village neereto Ihena in Germany cer. 


' raine Magitian being inftrudted by thediuellin the compoſi. 


tion of divers hearbs, reftored miny vnto theirhealchs, Hee 
had dayly commerce withthat cuill ſpirit, and vſed his coun - 
ſell ;nhe curing of diſcaſes: but it happened char there fell a 
quarrell berwixt him and a nezghbour of his a carpenter,who 
ſocxaſperated him with his taunting words, that in few dayes 
after he cauſed the Carpenter, by his magicall art, co fall into 
agricuousdiſeaſe, The poore Carpenter ſent for this Magiti- 
an, and cntreared him to helpehim in his need. The Magiti. 
an, feigning anappeaſed minde, bur defiring to revenge the 
infuricsdone vnto him, gaue vnto him a potion confetted of 
ſuch venomous hearbs and roots, that being taken, the poore 
man pteſently died, Whereupon the Carpenters wife accu- 
ſed the Magitian of murther: thecauſe is brought ro the Se- 
nate of Ihzna ; who exarmning the matter, cauſed him by 
rorments to confelle the murther, and many other wickednel- 
ſes, for which he was faftencd to a ſtake and burnt to death. 


CHAP. 
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CAAP. VIL 
Of theprophanation ofthe Sabbath. 


& certaine nobleman (prophaning the 
y Sabbath vſually in hunting) had a 
childeby his wife with a head like a 
dog and with carcs and chaps crying 
like a hound, 

Stratford vpon Sluon was twice 
on the ſame day twelue-month (be- 
G=- & ing the Lords day)almoſt conſumed 
with fire ; chicfcly for prophaning the Lords day,and conecm- 
ning his word inthemouth of his faichfull Minifker, ==» 

' Feuerton in Deuonſhire (whoſe remembrance makes my 
heart bleed) was oftentimes admoniſhed by her godly prea- 
chers, that God would bring ſome heauje judgement on the 
towne for their horrible prophanation of theLords day, oc- 
calioned chiefely by their Market on the day following. Not 
long after his death, on the third of Aprill Amo Dom. 1598, 
Godinlelle chan halfe an houreconſumecd wich a ſudden and 
fearcfull fire the whole rowne, except onely the Church, the 
Court-houſe, and the almeſ-houſes, or a few poore peoples 
dwellings : where a man might haue ſeene foure hundred 
dwelling houſes all at once on fire; and aboue fiftic perſons 
conſumed with the flame. And now againe lince the former 
Edition of this booke, onthe fitth of Augyft laſt 1612, (four- 
teene yeares {:nce the former fire) the whole towne was againe 
fired and conſumed, exceptſomethirtie houſes of poore peo- 
ple, wich the Schoole-houſe,and almeſ-houles ; they are blind 
which ſce not inthis the finger of God ; Godgrant them 
grace when it 3s next built, to change their marker da 


y 
and to remooue all occaſions of prophaning the Lords day. 
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{er cher toivnes remember the Tower of Siloe, Luke 13.4. 
33d take warning by tneir neighbours chaſtiſements: Feare 
Gods tincatenings , leremie 17. 25. and belceue Gods Pro- 
phecs 11 they will proſper, 1.Chron.20.20. 


CHAT, VIth 


Of Dru nkenne ſſe. 


© @@N Ale-wifc in Keſgraue neere to Ipſwich, who 
3/7, would needs force threeSeruingmen (that hed 
2 beene drinking in her houſe, and were taki 

@ their lcaues) to ſtay anddrinke the z outs = 
2 that is, Wit out of the head, Money out of the 
purſe, Ale out of the barrell : as ſhee was com. 
ming towards them with the pot in her hand, wasſuddenly 
taken ſpeechlefſe and (icke, her tongue ſwolne in her head , 
ſhe neuer recouered ſpeech, bur the third day after died. This 
Sir Anthony Felton / next Gentleman and Iuſtice, with di- 
ucrs others cye witneflcs of her in ſickneſle,related tome;wher- 
upon I went to the houſe with twoor three witnetles, and in- 
quired the cruch of it. 

Two {cruants of a Brewer in I pſ wich,drinking for a rumpe 
of a Turkey,ftrugling in their drinkefor it, fell into a ſcalding 
Caldron backwards ; whereof the onedicd preſently, the 0- 
cher lingringly, and painefully, (ince my comming to Ipl- 
wich. | | 

A man comming home drunke, would needs goe and 
ſwimme in the mill pond ; his wike and ſeruants knowing hee 
could nor {wimme, diſſuaded him, once by intreatie got him 
out of the water, but in hee would needs goe againe,and there 
was drowned. I was at the houſc to enquire of this and found 
ie to be true. 


In Barnewell necre to Cambridge, one at the ſigne of the 
Plough 
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Plough a luſtie young man with two of his' neighbours and 


one wonnn in their companie, agrecd to drinke a barrell of 


ftrong bcere zthey drunke vp che vetlell, three of them died 
within foureand twentie houres, the fourth hardly eſcaped af- 
ter great (icknes. This I have vnder a Jultice of peace his hand 
neeredwelling, belidescrhecommion fame. 

A Butcher in Hallingheld hearing che Miniſter inueigh a- 

ainſtdrunkennefle, being at his cups in an ale-houle, tell a 
jeſting and ſcofhng ac the Miniſter and hisſermons, As hee 
was drinking, the drinke or ſomething in the cup quackned 
him, and ſtucke ſo in his chroatythat he could neither ger is vp 
nor downe, but ſtrangled hum preſently, 

Ac Tillingham in Dengy hundred in Ellcx, three young 
men mecting to drinke ſtrong waters,fell by degreesto halte 
pintes: onetell downe dead in theroome, and the other, pre= 
vented by companie comming in,cſcaped not without much 
ſicknelle. 

Ar Bungey in Nortfolke,three comming out ofanale-houfe 
in a very darke cuening, ſwore they thought it was not darker 
in hell it ſclte: one of chem fell off the bridge into the water, 
2nd was drowned ; the {econdfelloff his horſe ; the third (lee 
ping on the ground by the riner ſide was frozen to death. This 
haue I often heard , but haue Ro certaine ground for the 
truch of it ; 

A Baylife of Hedly vpon the Lords day beeing drunke at 
Melford, would needs pet vpon his mare toride through the 
ſtreet, affirming (as thereport goes) that his mare would car- 
ric him tothe Diucll : his mare caſts him off, and broke his 
necke, Inſtantly reported by ſundric ſuthcient witnetſes. = 

Company drinking in an ale-houſcatHarywich in the nigh 


ouer 'againſt one Maiter Rsſſe/s, and by him once or twice 


willed to depart ; at length he camedowneand tooke one of 


them, and made as he would carrie him to priſon, who draws - 
ing his knife, fed from hin, and was three daies aftertaken + 


out 6i' the {ea with the kni'ein his hand. Related to mice by 
Maſter Ruſſel huuſclte Mator of the towne. 
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Ar Tenby in Pembroke-ſhire, a drunkard being exceeding 
drunke, broke himlſelfe all to pieces froman high and ſteepe 
rocke,in 2 moſt fearefull manner, and yer the occaſion and cir- 
cumſtances of his tall ſoridiculons,as I thinke not ficto relate, 
leaſt in ſo ſerious a judgement I ſhould moue laughter tothe 
Reader. 

A Glatier in Chancery lane in London, noted formerly 
for profeſſion, fell ro a common courſe of drinking ; whereof 
being ofc by his wife and many Chriſtian friends admoniſhed, 
yer preſunnng much of Gods mercic to himſelfe, continued 
therein, ill ypon atimehauing ſurcharged his ſtomacke with 
drinke, hee fel] a vomiting, brokea veine, Jay rwo daies incx- 
rreame paine of bodie, and diftretle of minde, till in the end, 
reeouering alittle comfort,died. Both theſeexamples wererela« 
ted to meby a Gentleman of worth vpon hisown knowledge; 

Foure ſundry inftances of drunkennetle, wallowing and 
tumbling in their drinke,flaine by carts, I forbearetomenti- 
on, becauſe ſuch examples are ſo common and ordinarie. 

A Yeomans ſonnein Northampton-ſhire being drunke at 
Wellingbrough on a marker day, would needs ride his horſe 
in a brauerie ouer the ploughed lands,fell from his horſc, and 
brake his necke. Reported to mee by a kinſeman of his 
owne. 

A knight notoriouſly giuen to drinke, carrying ſometime 
payles of drinke into the open field to make people drunke 
withall: becing vpon a time drinking with company, a wo- 
man comes in, deliuering him aring with this poelic, Drinke 
axd die ; ſaying to him, This is for you ; which hee rooke and 
wore ; and withina weeke after came tohisend by drinking. 
Reported by ſundry,and juſtified by a minifter dwelling with- 
ina mile of the place, 

One of Aylcſham in Nortolke, a notorious drunkard, was 
drowned in a ſhallow brooke of water , with his horſe by 
him 

Two examples haue I knowne of children that murdered 


their owne mothers in drinke ; and one notorious a 
| at 
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that attempted to kill his facher ; of which being hindered,hee 559 
fired his barne, and was afterward executed : one of theſe for- 
merly in print. 

At a Tauerne in Bread-ſtreet in London, certaine Gentle- 
men drinking healths to their Lords, on whom they had de- 

ndance ;onedeſperate wietch fteps to the tablesend, layes 
hold on a pottle pot full of Canarie Sacke , ſwearcsa deepe 
oath, W har, will none here drinke a health tomy noble Lord 
and Maſter? and ſoſerting the pottle pot ro his mouch,drink s 
it of tothe bottome ; bur was not able toriſe vp, or to [pcake 
when hee had done, bur fell into a deepe ſnoaring (leepe,and 
and beeing remooued, Jaicd alide, and couered by one of the 
ſeruants in the houſe, attending the time ofhis waking, was 
within the ſpaceof twohours irrecouerably dead.Witnetled at 
the timeof the printing hereof, by che ſame ſeruant that ſtood 
by him incheaR,and helprt ro remoue him, 

In Dengy hundred neere Mauldon, about the beginning of 
his Maieſtics reigne, there fell our an extraordinarie judge- 
ment vpon fiue or {1x that plotted a ſolemnedrinking at one 
of their houles ; laied in beerefor the purpoſe, drunke healths 
in aſtrange manner, and died thereof withina few weekes, 
ſome ſooner, and ſome later. Witnetled to me by ſome thar 
was with one of them on his death bed to demand a debt, and 
oftentimes ſpoken of by Maſter Heydozlate preacher of Maul- 
don,in the hearing of many : the particular circumſtances were 
exceeding remarkeable, bur hauing nor ſuthcienc proofefor the 
particulars, I will not reporr chenz. 

A man in Suffolke ouertaken with wine (though never in 
all his life before, as he himſclteſaid, a Jictle beforehis fall,ſce- 
ming to bewailc hispreſent condition, and others that knew 
himlo ſay of him) yer going downe a payre of ſtaires againſt 
the perſuation of a woman litting by him in his chamber)fell 
and was ſo dangeroully hurt, as he died ſoone after, nor being 
ableto ſpeakefrom the time of his fall ro hisdeath. 

The names of the parties thus puniſhed, I forbeare,for the 
kindreds ſake yer liuing. 

T beſe 
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Theſe examples before g2ing, are taken ont of the report of 
that worthie Preacher of Gods word in Ipſwich, Maſter 
Samuel Ward, ix his Sermon called, A woe to Drun- 
kards: 79 the which I will adde one more of my own know. 
ledge lately executed. 7 


A young Gentleman of good fame, credit,and behaujouy, 
beeing in luly laſt ouertaken by drinke, and riding home- 
ward voide of wit and feare, was throwne by his horſe,and his 
braines knocked out with the pummell of his ſword, An ex- 
ample more remarkeable for two cauſes : firſt becauſe hee was 
not formerly giuento thar vice; and ſecond]y,in that a friend 
of his meeting him by the way intreated him char hee would 
ride ſoftly,and he would conduR him home ; but he deſperat- 
ly ſpurring his horſe onerrough wayes, was thus ouerthrowne 
and periſhed : but I hope God had mercy on his ſoule. 

Saint Anguſtine in his three and thirtieth Sermon ad fra- 
tres in ereme,relaterh this ſtrange example of one Cyri/, aciti- 
ſen of Hippo, a man well eſteemed and beloued in the citie: 
Hee hauing one onely ſonne,did ſo cockerhim, forbearing ei- 
ther to checke him or corre him ; but louing him(as that ho- 
ly Facherſaich)not onely aboucallchings;bur cuen aboue God 
himſelfe ; thac by his roo much liberry and indulgence, his 
ſonne grew wonderfull debauſhed, and gauehimſ uk to filthy 
drunkennetle.Y pon a time being vilely overtaken with drink, 
he came home, and tumbled oner his mother being great with 
childe,would haue rauiſhed his (iſter, ſlew hisfather,and woun- 
ded to death two of his other ſiſters. O fearefull effect of drun- 
kennelle: thus God puniſhed the father for his too muchloue 

and indulgence of his ſonne, and the ſonne for his vileim- 
icty. 
: Not like vnto this [ finde in Philip Lonicerws, Page foure 


hundred cightic {ixe. A certzine man, ſayth hee, that gaue 


himſelte co the ſtudie of Godlinefſe, was dayly allaulted 


with the temptation of the Dtuell, who perſuaded him if hee 
would bec quict,tochooſe one of theſe three ſinnes, either a 
maKe 


| 
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makehimſclfe drunke, or to commit adulterie with hisneigh- 


bours wife, or to kill his neighbour himfelfe, Thepoore 
manchinking drunkennellethe leaſt (inne, choſethar ; butbe- 
ing enraged with wine, hee was cafily drawne tothe commit= 
tall ofthe other ſinnes ; for beeing with wine enflamed, with 
luſt hee feared not co vitiare h1s nezghbours wife, nor yer to 
Kill her husband,comming in the meane while (ecking to be 
reuenged of him : ſo giuirg himſelfe to drunkennelle, hee 
wraps himſelte inall other wickednele, 

On the eighteenth of Auguſt 16 2 9, one Thomas /'il- 
ſonlabourer, a knowne and common blaſphemer of Gods 
name by oathes and curſes, and giuen bas to drinking to 
excelle, vpon allighroccaſion mooued to diſpleaſure againſt 
his wife, and not daring to doe much violence vnto her, cur- 
ned it vpon himſelte rand with his knife ſtabbed himſclte, 
manie of his friends and neighbours being preſent,and fo hce 
dicd. 

On the 10 day of May 1629,one /ohn Bone of Ely, coach- 
man vnto one Maſtet Ba/uzzs, of Beenham fellow verie vici- 
ous,andexcecding 1n thoſe two cuils of prophane ſwearing and 
drunkennelle, onthe Sabbath day inthe Sermon time, dranke 
himſelfe drunke: ſo that when he wasto (it in the coach-boxto 
driue thecoach,hee fell out chereof vnder the horſes feet where 
hee was troden ro death, or ſo huttat aſt, that hee dyed 
ſhortly. : 

Oa the (ix and cwentiech of Nouember 16G 2 1, one &;- 
chard Borne, ſeruanct to ſaſper Burch Gardiner ef Ely, accu- 
ſtomed to trauel! ypon che Lords day,and madenoreckoning 
of the Sabbath , ſeldome or neuer comming to Church on 
that day, but went onwards to Saint ues Market,and ſo ſpenc 
the day ; and Deeing drunke, was at length ouertaken by the 
juft judgement of God ;and going vp theſtreamein his boate 
which heehadloaden with marketable wares, hee fell into the 
riverand was fo drowned, 


On thechird day of Auguſt ,1618,0nc Thomas eAlrea of 
-” Oo God: 
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G oJ.nanchetter in the Countie of Huntingeon Butcher ! 
an accalton:d D:unkacd , beceing entreated by a neighbour 
ro vapitcit a lead of hay, and bzeing at that verie time in 
drinke , letting his pitch-forke (lip out of his hand , and 
ftooping to take it vp againe, ſ(hpp:d from che cart wich 
his head downe wards, hus forke ſtanding vpright with the 
tines, heefell direQly vpon them, which ar once ran into his 
breſt and ſtrooke his heart ſo chat he died ſuddenly. 

On the (ixtcenth day of Iuly, 1628,onc [ohn Vintrer of God. 
manchelter Gardiner, a knowne drunkardand one that would 
prophanely (eſpecially in his drinke) ſcoffe at religion, and 
abuſe good men,tell from the top of Pearc-treeto the ground 
and brake his necke,and ſo dicd. 


Theſe fine laſt examples were reportgd vnte mee,and writ- 
ten with his owne hand, by a worthie Miniſter Matter 
George Nelſon, Priveber of the Word of God in God- 
manchefer, 


CHAP. IX. 


0 f rebellious and diſobedient Chil- 
dren to thar Parent s. 


Gathias in his Booke of the Perlian 
manners, reporteth this ſtorie, Thar 
certaine Phyloſophers, going into 
Egypt, and finding there a promil- 
— cuous commixture of fathers and 

VE mothers with their daughters and 
Tf SP ſonnes, anda miſerable negle& of 

IC | 

UNS children towards their parents ; re- 


turned thence ſpeedily into Greece,and in a certaine city there, 
finding the dead bodze ofa man wanting burial),they in com- 
wp Meat pg, apt trotmanſ he: paſſion 
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ps{l1on committed theſameinto the earth ; the next day con:- 
ming the ſame way againe, they found the [ame bodie digged 
our of the carth : which whileft they went about roburie the 
ſecond time,a fearcfull ſpectrum appeared vnto them, and for. 
bad chem to doe it, ſaying, That hee was a man vnworthie to 
be buried, becauſe hee had commirtedinceſt with his mother, 
and deſpiſed and contemned his father. This narration ſhew- 
eth,chat the very earth doth execrate and abhorre ſuch vnnatu- 
rall Iuſt and diſobedience, 

Lanterbius in his Booke of che diſcipline of children, re- 
ports a ſtorie of a certaine young man ; who had afather very 
old, that had beſtowed vpon him all his ſubſtance, This old 
man being by che fault of age, vamannerly at the table of his 
ſonne,his {onne cauſed a wooden trough to bee made for his 
facher to cat his meat ixflike a hogge: which when his ſonnes 
young childe percciued , hee asked his father for what vſe 
it ſhould ſerue;his father anſwered, That it wasfor his Grand- 
facher to cat his meat in;zand (whatſayth thechild)muft I pro- 
uidethe like for you when you are old : Whereat his father 
becing aſtoniſhed threw away the trough, and euer after en- 
eertained his old father with greater reuerence and obedient 


refpece, ft 
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CHAP. X 


Gf Murtherers. 


fg Omnluys hauing marked out with 3 
-&7, plough the compalleof the walls of 

A the city of Rome which hee was a 
Z 8 building, and had forbidden that no 
i; man ſhould leape ouer the ſame, his 
brother Rhemws in ſcorne leaped ouer 
ACT thewall ; which Romw/urtaking in e- 
; 2-*Þ. uill part, flew his brother,andreigned 
alone: but at length beeing hated ofthe people for his inſolen- 
cie, hee himſelfe was ſlaine by the fathers of the Senate at 
Caprea. 

Conſtantine the Great, after hee had ouercome Licinins his 
partnerin the Empire, aud obtamed the ſole Monarchic,grew 
both inſolent and cruel! ; for he firſt pur to death his owneſt- 
ſters ; next his owne ſonne (ip which he had by CMiner- 
ea ; then hee ſlew his owne wife Fawain the bathes, and 
laſtly a number more of his friends, For which cruelty,though 
hec was 2 man endued with excellent vertucs, yet God ftrucke 
him with a filthie Leprofie, which continued vpon him vntill 
ſuch time that hee was conuerted'to the faith of Chriſt, and 
bapriſed by Pope SiUueFer: afrer which hee proucd a molt fa- 
mous protector of the Church of Chriſt. 

Perillu that deuiſed the brafen Bull tor che Tyrant Phale- 
res, wherein men beeing incloſed and {cortched with the heat 
that was vnderthe Bull, did jmitatethe lowing of an Ox, to 
the end that there ſhould beno compaſſion ſhewed vntothem 
by the king,ifthey had vitered a humane voice: bur the au- 
thor thereof was the firſt that endured the torment thereofzand 
after the Tyranc Phalares himſelfe was conſtrained tocndure 
th: ſame miſerable end. 


In 


Gods Iudgements: Of Murtherers; 

In afamous citie of Germanic,at a nuptiall veſtiuitie,a cer- 
caine virgin was brought by ayoung man a Shoomaker that rþeat.n;f. 
made loue vnto her , to the ſolemne and vſuall dancing ; 
when the maid ſhould returne home, the yong man by chance 
was abſent, ſo that ſhe was conduRted home by another;which 
when the Shoomaker knew, __ himſelte tobeewron-. 


ed, hee went only co her fathers houſe, and calling out 
. young ftudent which guided her home, hee flew him af- 
ſoone as he came out of thedores.His facher hearing the deach 
of his onely ſonne,died within three daies with griete,and was 
buried in the ſame graue with his ſonne : the Shoomakers 
mother died alſo with griefe, and the murtherer himſelfe fal- 
ling intodeſperation, threw himſcleheadlong intoa running 
riuer and was drowned. 

eAnno 156, certaingNobleman abounding with wealth, 
not farrefrom Auguſta of the Vindilerians, brought vp in his 
houſe a young Blackamore : which villaine when his Maſter 
was from home, roſe vpin the night, and flew not onely his 
Ladie, but che whole family, excepting onelittle daughter of 
the Noblemans. The Nobleman returning home after two 
daies, and finding his gate ſhut,rode neerer to the walls of the. 
houſe, wondering. Where the Blackamore vponthetop of 
the houſe, with a fcarcfull countenance ſpake vnto him theſe 
words: 8 thou cruel! man, thou remembereſt how unworthity 
thou beateft me ( not long fince)for no fault, the memorie where« 
of I ſtill retained in my minde,and hane rewenged this wrong wp- 
on thine ; behold heerepart of the carkaſſe of thy wife,whome I 
haze ſlain with thy whole family except this little childwhich [ 
haue reſerned,and will reſtere,to if thou wilt promiſe me my life. 
T he father being wonderfully diſturbed, promiſed that which 
hedcſired : but the diveliſh Moore anſwered,] know thou wilc 
not keepe promiſe with me, thereforetake thy child vntothee; 
and threw herout of the window, where (hee was quaſhed in 
pieces; and then threw himſclte dawneheadlong from the top 
of the houſe, chat-he might auoid the vengeance of his maſter. 
Oo nj Ss 
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66 This toric was related vnto Philip Count Nallay, by theSe- 
) crecerie of the Count of Hanaylt. 


CHAP.XH1 


Of CAaduterie. 


> 7 Noblemanin Burgundic, hauing ta- 
ken in warre a capene, a Gentleman 
that was his priſoner; the Gentlemans 
T-25 wife came to this nobleman to redeem 
z>Q her husband ; hee promiſed that hee 
AN Vz ſhould beſer tree,ifthat he might haue 
= NN 2. XS the vie of her bodie:the woman retur- 
ENV IFSIS” nd hear husband,& told him vpon 
Author.Ph''' what tearmes he ſtood. The Gentleman faid,chat ſhe could not 
OR flew her loue better vato him, than in yeelding to his deſxe: 
which beeing accompliſhed, the traiterous adulterous Neble- 
man next day cut off the priſoners head,and gaue his bodieto 
his wife : which hosrible fat becing complained of by her to 
the Dukeof Burgundic, hee preſently ſent for the Nobleman, 
and firſt conſtrained him to marricher ; bur before night, hee 
cur off his head and gaue her 81! his potfcſſions. 

A like example is reported by the ſameauthor of a Spaniſh 
captain,whokepr in prilon a certain man that had violated the 
laws.This man hauing a bcauriful wife, fent her to the captain 
to delire his fauor and ftreedom;which he promiſed, ypon con- 
dition that ſhe ſhould yeeld to his luſt;wherewith her husband 
being acquainted,aduiſed her to yeeldfor the fauing of his life: 
the Spanuard after he had ſatisfied his luſt ypon her, comman- 
detch oucr and aboue two hundred Duckets to bepaied vnto 
him ; which being receuued,thee conceiuing a certaine hope of 
her husbands libertie , the-perfidious Spaniard broughrhim 
forth out of priſon vnto her,and preſently remanded him back 
aganc into priſon, and there commanded his head to be = 

oft. 
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off, Which herrible fat whenthe poore lamentable woman 
complayned of to the Duke of Ferara called Gonſaga ; hee 
preſently ſent for this Capraine, and finding the accuſation 
crue, firſt commanded him to pay backe againe the twohun- 
dred Duckats, with au addition of ſeuen hundred crownesg 
more ; nexthe ſent tor a Prieſt and married the woman'tothe 
Capraine: which beceing done,when as he hoped to enjoy his 
new married wife, Gonſage ſent him preſently to the gallows, 
and there he ended his muſcrable daies. 

* The wife of acertaine Duke, beeing a laſciuious woman, 
wrote two letters ; one to the Dukeher husband, and another 
ro her louer : but it happened by chance,char her letter written 
e6 her louer , was deliuered to her husband the Duke ; who 
thereby knowing her wickednefle, came no ſooner home, be 
flew her with his owne hand. 

. Amno1ogs, a certaine Door of the Law an aduocate in 
Conſtance, extreamely luſted after the wife ofthe Kings Pro- 
curator; which Procuracor finding the Doftor and his wife 
cogetherin a bath playing and ſporting, andafrerward in an 
old womans houſe hard by, hee got vnto hima ſharpe curry - 
combe, and leauing chree ar the doore co watch that no man 
ſhould come in , hee fo curried rhe Doftor, thatkeepulled 
out his eyes out of his head,and renchis whole body and men:- 
bers,thart he died within three daies ; the ike hee had done co 
tus wife,but that fhee was with childe, 

ng aflault the 


lacheyearc 1,488, a certaine Pricſt did ſo lo ' 
chaſtitie of a citiſens wife, that ſhe was conſtrained to declare 


che ſame vnto her husband ; who forbad him his houſe, threat- 
ning, that if eyerhce came there he would geld im : bu this 
bold Prieſt came again when he imagined an opportunity; the 
husband fell vpon hini, and bound him hand and foor, and 

erformed what hee had threatened, ſo that he went home in 
a mi{crable caſe. 

In Voitland, foure murthers were committed ypon the 
cauſe of one Adulteric : For when theadulterous woman was 
banquetting with her louers, her husband came of a ſudden 
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Of Adulterie. The Theaire of 
into the Chamber,andſlew firſt him that ſate next his wife, the 


other ewo amaſed, ran downe the ſtaires and brake both their 
ſhoulders and died within a ſhort ſpace: Then hee flew his a- 
dulcerous wife. This ſtorie Wolfize Schrexcke reported to 
Martin Luther as he himſelf confelleth. 

Ina certaine city of Germany, a Gentleman of good note 
did ſolicteand ſeduceto his luſt a citiſens wife, which her huſ.. 
band comming to the knowledgeof, watcht them ſo narrow. 
ly, that he found them in bedtogether ; and ruſhing inco the 
chamber, firſt ſlew the adulterer himſelfe, and then his wife 
being crept vnder a bed,and imploring his mercy till ſhe could 
confelle her ſelfe to a Prieſt ; her husband asked her, Whether 
ſhee was ſorrie for that ſhe had done? Who anſ{wered,that ſhe 
was gricued forit z which words were no ſooner pronounced, 
bur hethruſt herthroughthe heart with his ſword,and was for 
che ſame adiudged by the citieto hauedone juſtly.. This ſtory 
is reported in Co/eq. of Luther, | 

Luther doth report, that a man of great name and fame,did 
ſo burne with continuall luſt,thac he blaſphemouſly ſaid, That 
1f that pleaſure was perpetual], he would neuer defire to haue 
any part in the kingdome of heauen,ſo that he might be carri- 
cd fromone Stewes to another,and from one harlot ynto ano- 
ther. I could adde more examples of this kind: but theſe ſhall 
ſuffice,toſhew that God doth not only puniſh this horribleſin 


in chelife ro come,butalſo in this life with feartulljudgements, 
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CAAP. XII, 
Of T heenes and Robbers. 


oP": Piredon a Biſhop of acertaine citie in 
Cyprus, was alſo delighted with kee- 
ping of arrationall ſheepe ; vpon a 


© 43 night certaine theeues entered into his 


ſheepe-fold,with an intent to ſteale a- 
way ſome of his ſheepe: but God pro-« 
| =, tccting the ſheepheard and his ſheepe, 
ad CASKSP>- £ ifatuated the theeues that they could 
not ftirre out of that place cill the morning : at what ime the 
Biſhop comming to view his flocke,found them thus bound ; 
who preſently prayed to God for their deliuerie, and wiſhed 
them to ger their liuing hereafter by honeſt labour andnot by 
ſtealch;yer withall gauechem a Ramme withchis pleaſant tant: 
I giue you this Ramme that you may not ſcemeto watch it in 
vaine; and ſo ſet them free. 
A ecrtaine young man beeing bicten with a mad dogge,fell 
preſently after inco madneſle humſelfe ; and was faine to bee 
bound with chaines. Theparents of this young man, broughe 
their{on to an Abbot called eAmmor;intreating him, that by 
his prayers he would reſtorehimto his former health;the holy 
Abbot anſwered, that they demanded that of him that patſed 
his power : Bur this I can ſignifie vnto you, that the Diuell 


holdech you all bound in his chains, by reaſon of a Bull which - 


you ſtole from 2. poore widow ; and vntill- you reſtore thar 
Bull backeagaine to the widow, your ſonne ſhall neuer bee 
hcaled. The parents preſently confciled their faulr, reſtored 
the Buil, and preſently their ſonne was delivered from this 
gricuous diſcale. 

A certaine Baker merrily calking with his neighbour, brag- 
ged that.n char great tune of dearth which wasthen,he gained 


out. 
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of cuery buſhell of wheat aboue a crowne : which words being 
related vnto the Gouernour of the citie, hee ſent for the Bake 
ro ſupper,and examined him about thoſe ſpeeches ; which the 
Baker could notdenic ; whereupon the Gouernour comman- 
ded him preſencly co pur oft his vpper garments,and to knead 
ſo much dowe betore him, that he might finde out the manner 
of his deceir z which being don, he and all hisfellow Bakers in 
the towne was caſt in priſon,to their great diſgrace. 

The ſame Authour reporteth, That at Prague in Bohemia a 
Iew beeing dead,his friends deſired that he might be buried at 
Ratisbene,tortic miles oft ;zwhich becauſc-it could not be done 
wichour paying of great tribure, they pur his carkaſle into a 
hoglhead full of ſweet wine, and committed it to & carter to 
conuey to Rarishone. The theeuſh Garters in the way becing 
greedie of the wine, pierced the hogſhead,and drinking them» 
{clues drunke with the wine,mixed with the ſtinke of the dead 
carkaflc,noſt of them died. 

The (ame Lather reporteth, That at Wittenberge, three 
rhecues hauing (tolne a {1]Juer diſh, brought it co a Goldſmiths 
wife to (el}; whodelired them ro come again within an houre, 
and then the would bargain with them. In the meane while ſhe 
relatcd thjs bulines vnto the Magiftrats:who ſending preſently 
theSergeants to apprehend the ctheeues,they ſeeing themſclues 
co be batrayed,refifted with their ſwords: bur notwithſtanding 
oneof hem was taken and executed, another eſcaped by flight, 
and the third bering purſued ouer a bridge,leaped into the ri- 


uer Albis and there was drowned. This example is more rc- 


markable (ſaith Lather ) becauſe this fellow was a moſt noto- 
rious wicked wrerch, and had cur off rwo fingers of his owne 
fathers zat which very inftant his father not knowing of ir,be- 
ingasked what was become of his ſonne, anſwered, that hee 
wiſhed hee was drowned inthe river Albis ; which wiſh was 
really performed at that verieinſtant ; for it wasthe voice of 
Gods anper our of the mouth of a father. 

About Ailton in Huntingron-ſhire,a lewd fellow ſtole one 


of his neighbors far weathers,and bringing him home bound, 


about 
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abour his necke, ſate downe ypon a great ſtone in the field to 
calchimſelfe, where che weather firugling, fell ouer the ſtone, 
and pulled cherhcefe after him ; and fo both ftriuing,one for 
lite, another for liberty, the theefe was found dead inthe mor- 
_ ning,and the weather aliue. | 


GHAPF.ATH, 


Of Tretherte. 


> E Hen the two carles of Northumberland 
& .and Weſtmoreland for rebelled a- 
8/5) gainft Queene Elizabeth, and beein 
> = the field , fled into "kg 
Ra 2 land; che Earle of Northumberland 
& 7 hid himſclfc in the houſe of Heftor of 
> BARE NR  Harlawean Armſtrange,hauing con- 
ME FIEW Bad L# fdence in him that he would beerrue 
co him: hee notwithſtanding for money betrajed him tothe 
Regent of Scotland, from whencethe Earle was ſent into En- 
gland, condemnedofhigh cxeaſon, and beheaded. Bur ic was 
obſcrued,that this Heffor,becing before arich man, fell poore 
of a ſudden,and was ſo hated generally, that he neuerdurſt go 
abroad ; inſomuch that the Prouerbe (to take Hettors cloake) 
1s continued to this day among them, when they would ex- 
preſſc a man that berrayeth his friend who.truſted him. The 
like example wee haue of Banifter wbo +betraied the Duke: of 


Buckingham, in theraigneof Richard thethurd. - 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XITITI: 


Of the moleſtation of euill Spirits, and their exe. 
cutionof Gods Indgements vpon men. 


& Lmightic God ſometimes doth exe- 
| cute his judgements himſclfe,'as hee 
did vpon Pharaoh inthe Red Sea, 
and vpon Sodome and Gomorrah; 
S ſometimes he vſeth the creatures as 
\ inſtruments,asfrogs and lice,&c. to 

© plague Pharaoh & the Epgyprians: 

35 $ Sometimes hee imployerh che good 
Angels to that purpoſe, asan Angel! to deſtroy the armic of 
Zenacherib before leruſalem: bur mott ordinarily,he vſeth the 
miniſterie of cuill Angels,who being forward enough of their 
owne malice, hee giuerh more ſtrength vnto by his command, 
£0 execute vengeance vpon wicked men. Thus Sathan vnder 
the ſhape of a Serpent, beguiled our firft parents eLFdam and 
Exe, and promiſed them great good, in theſtead of puniſh- 
ments, which God had threatned vnto them Gez.3. The ſame 
Sathan vexed King Sax/,x.Reg.16. This Sathan roſe againſt 
Iſraell, and ftirred vp Dawid ro number the people ; whereat 
God being offended, ſtrooke Iſrael with a gricuous peſtilence, 
x Chrenic.2 1. It was Sathan that got leaue of God, that hee 
might torture /ob with loathſome botches and boyles. /ob.2. 
It was Sathan chat ſlew ſeuen husbands, to whom Sarah che 
daughter of Kague/ had-marricd : T obit. It was Sathanthaten- 
=y into ſudas 1ſcariots heart , and mooued him to betray 
Chrift, and hang himſelfe. /ohn 13. Ats 7. Ic was Sathan 
chat inſtigated Ananias and Saphirato lie ro the holy Ghoſt, 
whereupon they both died {uddenly. Acts 5. Laſtly it was 
Sathan that fifred Perer,and buffered Paw/. 


Bur to leaue theholy Scripture z Philip Melantthon re- 
| porteth 
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porteth, That he heard of ewo men credible and taith-worthy, 
that a certaine Bottonian young woman, two yeares after her 
death, returned againe to humane ſhape, and went vp and 
downe inthe houle, and ſat at meat with them, but cat little, 
This young ſeeming wowan, bceing at atime atrongſt other 
virgines, a certaine Magitian came 1n, $kilfull in diabolicall 
Artes ; whoſaid to the beholders,. This woman is but a dead 
carkalle carried about by the Diuell ; and preſently he rooke 
from vnder herright arme- hole,the charme; which he had no 
{ooner done, but (he fell downea dead filthie carkatle. 

Martwn Luther reporteth the like of a woman at Erford in 
Germanie, who becing anumated by the Diuell, accompani- 
ed a young ſtudent that was in loue with her, and went vp 
and downe diuers yeargy: but atlaft, the Divell being caſt our 
by the prayers of the Murch, ſhecrecurned to a dead and fil- 
chie carkatle, 

The ſame L#ther in his Colloquies telleth vs how Sathan 
oftentimes ſtealerh away young children of women lying in 
child-bed, and ſuppoſterh others of their owne begetting in 
their ſtead, in the ſhapes of [ncubus and Succubre one ſuch 
childe Luther reportech of his own knowledge at Halberſted; 
which beeing carried by the parents to the Temple of the 
Virgine Marie to bee cured, the Diuell asked the childe (be- 
ing in a basker vpon theriuer) Whether it was going ?the 
young infant anſwered, That hee was going to the Virgine 
Marie : whereupon the father chrew the basker and the ch1ld 
into the river. The ke hee reporcech of another at Peſlouia, 
which repreſerting i all lincaments a humane ſhape, ic was 
nothing elſe buta meete clulion ofthe Diuell: this child,ſaich 
he, delighted in nothn:y bur 1n ſtuthing irſele with food, 
andegelting the ſame in 2 filchie manner, bur was difcouered, 
and Fi cobed, and catt ouc by che prayers of the Church. 

At Babyloninthe Tenple of e Apollo, a ſouldier breaking 
opena golden Cheit, there flew our ſuch a peſtilenc Spirir, that 
infected the whole World with the plague; chus Auentine bib. 


2.Ccap.17. | 
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Br«x2 the Biſhop of Herbipolis, accompanying the Etii- 
perour through an arme of the Sea, heard this voice ſoun- 
ding in his cares; Ho, Ho, thou Biſhop, I am thy Malus 
Genius, ard whitherſoener thox ooeft thou art mine ; at this 
time 1 hae no power ts Þ1rt thee, bt thouſhalt ſee me ſhort- 
ly againe ; and (ſo it came to palle: For not long after , bee- 
119 in a roome with divers others , part of the roofe fell 
downe, and flew this wicked Biſhop alone, all thereſt rc-. 
maining ſafe and ſound, 

Urb.mnu Regis in a Sermon at Wittenberge , «Ano 
z 5 38, concerning good and bad Anpels, rclatcth a ſtorie 
of a certaine young maidepotlelled by the Diucll ; for whom 
when prayers were made in the Church, he ſeemed to be quier 
forthetime, as if hee were op of her, watchingan 
opportunitie ro doe her turther miſMlictc, as heedid indeed, 
tor, when as Icflc care was taken of her, ſuppoling herto bee 
tound, ſkce going to waſh her hands at the brinke of a riuer 
running by , the Diuell cumbled her headlong in, and drow- 
ned her 1n a tearcfull manner. 

P latina, Naxclerus, and other Hiſtoriographers write of 
Pope Bennet theninth , whodied in the yeare 1 4 05, that he 
appeared (or the Diuell for him) in aprodigiousand beaſti-' 
all forme, like a beare in his bodice, and in his head and tayle, 
like an Alle : and when hce was asked by ſome , Why hee 
(hewed himfelfe in {o ougly a ſhape , anſwered , That this 
ſhape was impoſed vpon him, for his wicked and beſtiall be» 
hauiuor when he was aliue. 

In thehill countries of Bohemia, there vſcd to appearean 
cui]l Spirit in the habit and ſhape of a Monke, who the coun- 
tric people called Rubezat: This diuelliſh Monke vſcd to 
joynehimſelte vnto traucllers ouer thoſe hills,and ro bidrhem 
bee of good courage, for heewouldlead themtheright way 
chorow the woods : but when as hee had purpoſely led them 
our of the way, ſo that they could not tell which way to curne 
themſclues, hee would leape into a tree and laugh atthem, 
with ſuch a loudnoyſe, that the whole wood would = of 

um: 
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him: This was a merrie Diucll, ſuch as our Robin. Goodfellow 
1 ſa1d to be: but yerin his mirth he alwaicsaffeed miſchiefe. 
T heat, Hiſt.pag. 120. 

( »a4ubert King of Lumbardie, conſulted with one of his 
cruſtie counſellours, abour putting to deach his ewo brothers 
Aldo, and Grauſo, Whileſt they wererhus conſulting ina by - 
window,there fate a great flic by them; one of the feet where- 
of, the King with his knife which hee had in his hand cur off; 
in the meane while eL/ds, and Grasſo, entering into the 
Pallace met with a inan with one o* his feet cut off; who told 
them the King was purpoſed to lay them if they palled 
on : whereupon they returned and hid cheinſclues in the tem- 
ple of Rowan the Martyr, The King hearing thereo%was 
much troubled how his Councell might bee reueated , and 
charged his priuic Cpunſcllours with infidelicie : But the 
Counſcllour anſwered, That hee had not departedfrom his 
preſence (ince the matter was contriued, but there ſatea fly 
whoſe foot they cutof, which no queſtion was the Diuell (as 
it was) had revealed this ſecrer in theſhape of a man. Hereup- 
on the King was reconciled to his brethren, and embraced 
them-with loue euer after. Thus the Diucll ſometimes doth 
g920d, bur it is withan intent of greater miſchicfe : Er /inon 
aliqua nocuiſſer mortuns efſer. (renica Hedion. 

While cerraine Mariners were ſayling in the Sza, a Monſter 
was taken by them, in eucrie thing like vnto a woman;which 
beeing detained 1n the ſhip a good while, one of the marri- 
nersfell in loue with her, tooke her to his wife,and begor one 
childe of her: after three yeares they returning to the ſame 

lace agaiac wheretheſame Monſter was taken, this woman 
Diue!l lezped into che ſea with her childe in her armes ; the 
childe was drowned, bur ſhee vaniſhed away. Thus 1t is ea« 
ſie for the diuell ro take vypon him the ſhape of a man or a wo- 
man.Ex ( vlaquys Lutheri, | 

A certaine Nobleman inuited Xartin Luther and other 
learned men to his houſe : the Nobleman atter dinner went out 


a hunting, where a hare of great bignelle, and a fox of great 
= We ſrifenetle; 
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ſwiftnelle, offered themſelues vnto his hounds, The Noble 
man riding vpon a good horſe, followed them amaine, bu 
his horſe falling downe vnager him , dyed, and the hare 
vaniſhed into the ayre: This was certainly a diabolicall de- 
luſion. Luther. 

The ſame Lnther writeth , That certaine Noblemen ri- 
ding a race, they cried out, Let the Laſt bee the Duels ; one 
of the Noblemen hauing a ſpare horſe, haſted forward with 
the reſt of his companie ; bur his hore that was left free, came 
ſoftly. beninde,and was carried vp by the Diucll into theayre. 
The Diuell 15s not to be inuired, for he 1s ready to come vncal- 
ted, 

Philip Lonicerrws in his hiſtoricall Theatre, reporteth, that 
In a great plague, one carkatſe was ſcene to deuourcit ſelfe 
in a graue: which, the people beeingWuperſtitious, thought 
It was a preſage ofche continuance of the peſtilence ; where- 
upon they ſent vato Wittenberge to Luther and other god- 
ly Minifters, for their aduice and counſell ; hee anſwered,thar 
it was a deluſjon of the Diuel], and if they gaue eredir there- 
unto, the ficknetTe would increaſe, and theretore aduiſed them 
thar deſpiling this deluſion of che Diuell, they ſhould joyne 
together in prayer in Gods holy temple, to repreſle thefurio 
and malice of that old Serpent ; which by that meanes they ob- 
tained. 

At Rotingburge an honeſt and worthie ciriſen hauing a 
beaurifull daughter, co whome manic Sutors frequented,there 
came alſo one 1n-gallant apparell, and two men attending vp- 
on him,to beea Sutor vnto that beaucifull maide : but her fa- 
ther becing diſpleaſed athis importunitie, inuited the godly 
Miniſter ot the towne, and (ome other good men to ſupper ; 
whereentering into conference of diuine matters, this gallant 
abhorring the ſame, delired them coralke of ſome other mer- 
ric matters ; whichthey refuling to doe, hee ſhewed himſclfe 
whar hee was, and with his companions difpariſhed into the 
ayre leaving a filthy ftinke behindehim : thus the diuel] doth 
gocabout to delude bothtmen and women . CMHarlins in Col. 

| OTE A cecr- 
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A certaine man abounding wich wealth, invited ro ſup- 5757 
per a companie of his neighbours and friends ; who, when 
rhey refuſed ro come vpon occaſions, hee wiſhed that all che 
Diucls in Hell would come: which wiſhes were not in vaine, 
for preſently great troupes of Diuels came ynto. his houle, , 
which hee entertayned art the firft ; and afterward ( as my 
Authour ſayth) perceiuing by their fingers and feer, to bee 
infernall Spirits, hee with his wife, trembling, ranne out of 
che houſe, leauing a young infant in a cradle, and a foole roc- 
king of it, both which were preſcrucd aliucafter the depar- 
ture of che Diuels : /ob.Fincel. 

The diuell alſo appeared vnto a ſouldier that was giuen to 
play, ſwearing, and drinking ; and hauing played with him 
all night, and woon his money, heetold him ic was time to 
depart,and carried him away with him into the ayre ; whether 
God knowes,for he was neucr ſcene aftcr. 

In the yeare of our Lord 1 5 36, there was at Franck- 
ford a majde grieuouſly cormented with a painc in her head, 
and a kindeof irenzic,at the laſt (hee came to chat paſle that ic 
was manifeſt that ſhee was polletled with the Diuell ; for if (hee 
couched anything of any mans, eicher head, garment, or any 
thing elle, ſhee drew money our of it of the vſuall coine of that 
Countrey, and preſently pur it into her mouthand ſwallows 
ed ic ; bur ſometimes they caught her hand and wrung their 
money from her, and ſhewed it vp and downeas a great won- 
der : Shee alſo in her firs, ſpake the high dutch tongue per- 
featly , which ſhes neuer learned nor heard of, wich manie 
other things of great admiration, Luther becing demanded, 
What courle was to bee taken to diſpolleficher of this euill 
Spirit ; aduiſed char ſhee ſhould duely bee brought vnto the 
Church to heare Sermons, and to bee prayed for publiquely 
inche congregation;by which meanes, ſhortly after ſhe was de- 
livered trom Sathan, and reſtorcd to her , former health : this 
relation the wiſe Senatours of Frankeford cauſcd to bee pub+ 
liſkcd in Print, Anno,1538. EE 

2 Certaine 
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Certaine learned men in the Counſell of Baſil, went into 
2 wood for recreationſake, friendly to canferre about the con. 
crouerſics of that time ; Whileſt they were there walking, 
they heard a bird like vaco a nightingall {ſinging moſt ſweet. 
ly, abouc any Nightingallin the World, and alſo ſaw a bird 
vpon an arme of atrec,not ike ynto any other bird : one of 
che companie more hearticthan che other, ſaid thus vnto her 
I abjure thee in the name of che Lord Tefus Chrilt, to tell ys 
what thou art ; to whome the bird anſwered, Thar ſhee was 
one of the damned ſoules, andappointed to ſtay in that place 
yncillche laft day,and then roendure cuerlaſting puniſhments; 
whereupon ſhee flue from the tree, and cryed, O perperuall 
and infinite erernitie, CMHelanthon judged this to bee an 
euill ſpiric, and ſo che cuent prooucd ; for all that were pre- 
ſent at chis abjuration fell preſently very (icke,and ſhortly after 
died. Ianl.( olletta, | 

A certaine Pariſh Clerke (as Ceſarims reporteth) excelled 
all men in ſwectnelle of finging, whome when at a time a god- 
ly and holy man heard, he ſaid, This is the voice not of a man 
but of che Diuell ; whom when hee had abjured inthe nameof 
Chriſt, the Duuell departed our of the bodie of the Clerke,and 
the bodiefell downea dead carkatle. Diſcip. de temporye, 

Paulus Diaconr 11 his (ixteenth Booke witnelleth, That 
in the reigne of eLna/taſins the Emperour, there were {in 
Alexandria many women and children, potletled ofthe Dinell, 
which beeing taken with fturie, vetered no other voice bur like 
the barking of a dog. 
| Initheycareof ourLerd 1545, an cuill ſpirit haunted 
the Cicie Rotuill, ſometimes 1n the ſhape of an hare, ſome- 
times of a Weeſell, ſometimes of a Gooſe, and with a clecre 


voice threatened that he would fire the Cicie, which malice 


of his. though God preuenced, yer it ftrooke great terror into 
the minds of the people./ob.Finc.lib,n, 


Inch: Dukedome of Luneberge, a certaine woman poſle(- 
{ed of the Diucll, vicd to ſpeake in her firs moft pure _— 
anc 
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and Greeke tothe great adnuration of all chat heard her. ay, 
«1 Collett, 

Ar Friburge in Miſnia, a certaine man of great pietie and 
holinefle, lying ficke and neerevnzo death, the Diuell came 
vnto himin the habite of a Biſhop (hee beeing alone) and 
exhorted the man to confetleall his {innes which hee had 
committed in his life time, and chat hauing penne and Inke- 
hornehe would writethem downe 1n order; but the old man 
beeing importuned by him, anſwered,Secing thou vrgeſlt this, 
write downe firſt this ſentence : The ſeede of the womanſhall 
bruiſe the Serpemts head: which the Dinel!-Biſhop no ſooner 
heard but hee vaniſhed away, leauing a filthie ſauour behinde 
him,and the man died in peace. Marlin Colled, 

Iob Fincelirs in his third Booke of miracles , writcth a 
ſtrange ſtorie of a godly young maide, infeſted long, and 
pollelſed at length by the Diuell, who 1n heraQted ſtrange 
things to the admiration of all men: bur ar length ſhee was 
freed from his malicious moleſtation, by theearneſt prayers 
of godly Miniſters inthe Church, the Diuel] flying our of 
her in the forme of aſwarme of flies out at a window. This 
ſtorie is at large related with many ſtrangecircumftances, by 
Philippa Loniceras in his Hiſtoricall Theatre, Page a hun- 
dred twenty and (ix. 

The ſame Author relateth a toric of a maideof excellene 
beautie , whome the Pricſt of the towne ſo induced and 
inucjgled by his perſuaſions (ſaying thatthe Popehad par- 
doned himfor all ſuch offences) that ſhee became his Concu- 
bine : Now when hee had inuited many of his companions to 
a feaſt, together with his Concubine, rhe Diuel] entered 1n 
arnongſt the gueſts, ſnarching away the young woman, and 
ſaying, Thou art mine: neither could the Prieit or any of the 
companie deliuer her out of his hands. And thoualſo (fayth 
the Diuell to the Prieſt) and I mane to fetch thee ſhort- 
'y 


Mal Luther reporteth thus ſtorie our of the mouth of 
Pp 1j Door 
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DoRour Greg oriu4 Pontaniu, how two Noblemen falling 
out in the Court of the Emperour Maximilian, vowed 
each others death, Now the Diucll taking occaſion out of 
this malicious vow, (lew the one of the Noblemen in the nighr 
with. a {word taken our of the others ſheath, into the which 
hee put the ſame againe all bloudic : whereupon this Noble. 
man was arraigned of this murther,and had been condemned, 
buc that ir was prooued that he ſtirred not our of: his*chamber 
all that nighc: and therefore they concluded that it was the 
malicious tat ofSathan. And yet the Nobleman becauſe hee 
intended this murcher, though hee acted it not, was condem- 
ned by the Emperour to perpetuall bariſhment. 


And thus much concerning perſons infeſted by the Diuell. 
Naw a word or twofor places. 


Saint Azgsuitzne in histwoand twentieth Booke De Cinie 
tate Dei,chapter the cighth,reporteth of a certain Gentleman. 
that lived not farre from him in Afﬀrica, who had his houſe 
{ infeſted with. cuill Spirits ,. that both his ſeruants and 
his Cattell died frequently. This man getting vnto him 
the companic of the Prieſts, and offering vp the ſacrifice of 
the bodic and bloud of Chrift in his houſe , with feruenc 
prayers vnto God againſt theſe cuill Spirits, was thereby freed 
from any further moleſtation by them , as this holy Father. 
writeth, 

Saint Gregorie telleth vs of the Spirit of one Paſchaſim, 
that haunted che Bathes, and was ſcene by Sermaz the Bi- 
ſhop of Capua, by whoſe meanes and prayers the place was 
freed from that Ghoſt, orrather the Ghoſt was freed trom that 
place. Greg lib.q.Dialeg. Cap,3g. 

Gregorie. Nifſen writes alſo of a cercaine Bath which was 
gricuoully infeſted by euill Spirits, wherein they tooke away 
the lives of many men, 

The like whereof is reported by Georgine Precbiter,of _ 

ther 
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ther houſe thus molefted, wherethe eujll Spiries would throw «cg x 
ſtones vpon the table while they were at dinner, and filled the 
houſe with myce and Scrpents, ſo tharno man durft dwell 
therein, 

The like ftorie reportech Meraphraſftes inthe life of Saint 
P authencr;and Lyc xr, inthe lifeot the Emperour Anas. 
fe. 
Pliny m his ſeuenth Booke, the ewencie ſeuenth Epiſtle,tel- 
tech vs, that in an houſe in Athens there appeared concimually 
atall and leane ſhape of aman drawing chaines after him ; 
which when it was ſeene to ſinke downe and vaniſh into a cer- 
raineplace of the grourid, they digyed and fonnd the dead bo- 
die of a man ; which being remoued, the houſe was freed from 
the moleſtation. Ny on oy Cn ER Rye 

What ſhould I fpeake of the houfe of Exb#7 in Corinth, 
written by-Lacian? or of Pauſeviacthe King of the Spartans, 
whoſchouſe was haunted by anevillSpirit preſently after hee 
had Caine his wife (ſeonice, as Platarch writeth 2Or of the 
euill Spirits that haunted he graue of that cruell Tyrant Ceſar 
Caligula? Suect. Or of Mere that flew his mother Agrippina, 
who was conrinvally after putſued with a ſpiritin his mothers 
ſhape? or of Oct that ſlew his predecelſour G4/b4;after which 
hee neuecr ccaſed ro bee moleſted with fearetull and terrible vi- 
fions? Or a number more which I might inſert; but theſe 
ſhall ſuffice as a taſte of a number more that Tyrexs the Teſuire 
hath ſer dewne in his Booke De infeftis Locis, 1 addeonely 
two or three and ſo anend. 

Alexander of Alexandro dwelling in Rome, in an houſe ſo 
infamous for ſtrange ſights, chat no man durſt dwell therein, 
reporceth, that beſide thenight tumults and horribleand fear- 
fall noyſes, there appeared vnto him the ſhape of a man, of a 
filthie looke,threarening countenance, and blacke and feartu]l 
in bodie, from which the houſe could by no meanes bee ſer 
free. 

Cardanus, Lih.26.Ca.93.De rerum varietategthe reporteth 
P p 11 like 
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like to hauc happened to an houſe of a certaine Nobleman in 
Parma. In which houtcalwaics beforethe death of ſome of 
che family, an old woman of an hundred yeares old appeared 
ſiccing in the chimney corner, 

In an Iiland neerevnto the Articke Pole, there is an hill 
out of the which,like mount Xcna,chere burſteth ouc concinr. 
ally fireand {moake. Therecucrie night appeareth a companic 
of euill Spirits, repreſenting pertefly the ſhape of ſomefricnds 
which they know ::. whome when they goe to ſpeake vato, 
they preſently vaniſh our of their (light. O /aus Magnus, 

Bur enough, cnough, of. this vnſaucric ſubicct : onely ler 
vs learne heexeby to beware of this ambicious enemic of man. 
kinde, who as Saint Peter ſayth, Goeth about ſomerime like 
a Lyon to deuoure vs : Ocher times like aſubcill Serpent. to 
moleſt vs , but all with a deſire of our deftruftion. 


I may bee og too prolix in this Argamere of 
Gods Iudgements z but conſidering the hiercenetle of Gods 


wrath againſt notorious ſinners, and the þardnefle of mens 
hearts to bee drawne to repentance, nothing I thinke can be 
iudged too much. But yer to ſweeren theſe ſourepills, let me 
couerthema little with the ſugar of Gods mercitull protection 
ofhis children by his holy Angels. 


CHAP. 
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T he concluſton,concernins the fon 
of holy Angels, ouer ſuch as 
feare God. 


-Y Ocwithſtanding all theſe Iudgements 
L/Es vpon the wicked, yet God 1s good 
>) vnto 1ſrac}, eucn to thoſe that are of 
an vpright heart , Pſa/me ſeuemiie 
vo three, Verſe the firſt : for as he execu- 
| T - ceth his Iudgements vpon the one, ſo 
(@) TK D ) hee defenderh the other, by his migh- 
DIRE tie prouidence; eſpecially by the pro- 
ecion of Angels. Of which I purpoſe to giue you many ex- 
amples in this place: and firſt our of the holy Scriptures, 
Two Angels came to Lot inSodome, ſtrooke the inhabi- 
rants with blindnelle, and led Lo: by the hand out of Sodom, 
readie- to bee deſtroyed by fire and brimſtone , Geneſis the 
ninetcenth, When e Abraham was aboutto ſacrifice his ſon 
Iſaac, an Angell held his hand, and forbad him to kill his 
ſonne, promiling him from God a bleſſing for his obedi- 
ence,Geneſis 22.1acob in hisjourney to Laban, and in his re- 
turne homeward, was comforted and ſtrengchened againſt his 
brother Eſau by the bleiſed Angels, Geneſis the rwo and thir- 
rieth, | 
An Angellof the Lord when the Children of Iſraellcame 
our of Egypt, ſtood þerwixt the campe of the Xgyptians 
and the [ſraclites ina pillar of clouds by day,to protett rhe It- 
rachcesagamſt the Egyptians, Exod 14. 


Balaam when becing ſent for by Balaac King of Moab to | 
Oo 11j curſe | 


- 
- 
— 
_ 
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curſe che Iſraelites, an Apell with a ſword drawne in hishand 


viichilood him inthe way , and commanded him to [ peake 
nothing but what the Lord ſhould pn into hismouth, Num. 
P2rs 22. 

An Angell of the Lord appeared vnto Gedeoy, comforted 
him, and appointed him Captaine ouer the people, to deli. 
ner [{racl] our of the hand of the Madianites, /udges, Chap 
ter 6, 

An Angell likewiſe appeared vnto Manoa and his wife 
who was barren, promiſing them a ſonne, to be called Samy- 
fon, that ſhould deliuer the Iſraclites out of che hands of the 
Philiſftims, /#gg. 13. 

It wasan Angell in Daxids time which Rrooke the Iſrae- 
lites with the peſtilence,whereot dicd threeſcoreand ten thou- 
ſand ; and when Daxid prayed , put his ſword vp into his 
ſheath, and ſaued thereſt: the ſecond booke of Samet, and 
twentic fourth Chapter. 

Elias the Prophet was refreſhed with meat and drinke; and' 
inthe ftrengththereof hee erauelled fourtie dayes and fourtic 
nights, eucn to Mount Horeb, by the miniſteric of an Angel, 

I. Kings, Ig, : 

Many legions of Angels enuironed the Prophet E/iſha, 
which his ſervant, athis prayer, (his eyes being opened ) ſaw 
and bcheld, and all codctendhim from the Atlyrians that be- 
keged Sanaria ; 2 Kings, 6. 

An angell of the Lord ſlew in the campeof the Aſſyrians 
in one night an hundred foure ſcore a.J five thouſand imen ;. 
2. Kings, Ig. 

Shadrach, Meſhach, and «Abednego, becing caſt into the 
ficrie Furnace by Nabuchadxezzar, tor not worſhipping his 
golden Image, were preſerucd aliue and kept from hurc by 
an Angell of the Lord, Dazie/;, 

It was an Angell that top the mouches of the Lyons, that 
they could not hurt. Daxee/ chat was caſt into their Denne,, 
Daniel! 19. =h 

E 
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The Angel Gabrie/declared vnto Zacharie:, that his wife & $5 
ſhould conceiue with chulde, and bring forth 7ohn the Baprift 
:nher old age, Luke 1. 

Ic was the ſame angel that announced to the virgin Aery, 
tat ſhe ſhould bring torth Icfas Chriſt our Sauiour, Lxke 1. 

The ſame told the Sheepheards in the field, of Chriſt his 
Naciuitie, and witnelTed his reſurretion and aſccmiion into 
che hcauens, Mathew 28, Mark: 16,eAt ihe firſt. 

Anangell delivered che Apoftles our of priſon, ec 5. 

An Angell freed Peter from hischaines, A(t; 12.2nd Part 
and Silas, Ats 16. 

An angell comforted Paw vpon the Sca,and all thoſerhat 
were with him, and deliuered them from the Tempeſt, As 
ewentie ſeuen. 

All cheſe Examples arc our of the holy Scriprures, whichis 
of infallible truth, and ſheweth that ro be which is ſpoken by 
the Prophet :Daxid in the foure and thirtieth P/al/me, Thas 
the Angell of the Lord pitcheth bu tents round abant them thas 
feare him. | 

Now follow examples out of humane Writers ; and firſt 
ro begin with a ſtorie in Socrates, /ib, 6. cap. 6. and Soxomen, 
lhb.8. cap. 4s 

When Arcadius was Emperour of Rome, and Saint Chry- 
{oftomee Biſhop of Conſtantinople, therewas Gainas, an Ar- 
rian, and a Barbarian by profeſſion, who beceing powerfull 
and great, went about to thruſt Arcadia our of his Seat z but 
che Emperour compounding with him, ſent him vnto Con- 
Rantinople with a Troupe of horſe and foot vnder the pay 
of the Emperour. This man deſired to haue a peculiar 
Church for them of his owne ſe& , for the free cxerciſe of 
cheir Religion: which being denied by the Emperour, at the 
perſuaſion of Saint Chryſoffomve, the Tyrant raiſed his forces 
i the night co ſpoyle and hauocke the citie. But they were 
reliſted the firſt and ſecond night, by the (hew of a great Ar- 


micoftall and luftic men, and o terrificd that they durit do 
nothung. 
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nothing. The chird nighr the Tyrant himſelfe, thinking this 

tro bee bura fable, came in his owne perſon with his whole 
armie, and found theſame reliftance. Wherewith being ter- 
rified, he fled jnto Tracia, where he was flaine moſt miſera. 
bly. Thus chis great Citie was protefted by the miniſte. 
ric of Angels, as Hieruſalem once was from the tyran Ze. 
nacharib. 

[nthe reigneof Pompilizs King of Poland, as the Polo. 
nian Chronicles doe report, in the firſt booke, and twelfth 
Chapter , there came ewo men of a venetable countenance 
and habit to the Covrr gate, deliring entrance and entertain- 
ment ; but they were repulſed by the Porter. Then they 
went to one Paſte, a man of excellent holinelſe and chari- 
ric, who entertained them into his houſe very loujngly, broa- 
cheda Vellell of ſwcer Wine for their drinke, and killed a fat 
Hogge for their meat, which hee had prepared againft the 
firſt ronſure of his ſonne, accotding to the cuſtome of that 
Countrey, Theſe men, or rather Angels, finding this kinde 
enterrainement, cauſed the Vellell of ſweer wine to mulciplie, 
ſo that the more they dranke, the more ſtill remained behind z 
and the Hogge allo in like manner. At Jaſt they wrought 
meanes , that Pompilius the King beeing dead, this good 
man was choſen King in hisſtead ; and then dif] parithed and 
wereneuer more {cene. ; | 

Nicephorus 1n his ſcuenteenth booke , Chapter thirtie 


fiue, reporteth a ſtrange ſtorie of a Tewiſh childe. This boy 


playing among other Chriſtian children, was brought into 
rhe Temple by che Prieſt -to eate the reliques of the Sacra- 
ment,asthe cuſtome was: whotookeir amongſt his fellowes., 
Which as ſoone as the Jew his father vnderſtood, hee put 
him into a fierie ouen to bee rormented ro death : his mo- 
ther ſought him vp and downe the citie, not knowing 
what was done , and ar laſt after three dayesfound him a- 
live in the Ouen. From whence being taken , there was 
no ſmell of fire about him. Thus God proteRed by _ 
ange 
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angell this poore childe. /uſtinias the Emperour , after hee 5 $7 
knew thereof, cauſed the boy and his mother to be baptiſed, 
_ us father, who refuſed , hee cauſed to bee crucified to 

cath, 

Vnder the Emperour Mauritius the Citie of Antioche 
was ſhaken with a terrible Earthquake, after this manner : 
There wasa certaine Ciriſen ſo giuen to bouncifulnelle to the 
Poore, that hee would neuer ſyppe nor dine vnlelle hee had - 
one poore manto, be with him ar his Table. Vpon a cercain 
cucning ſeeking for ſuch a gueſt, and finding none, a grauc 
old man met hm in the maxker place, cloathed in white, 
with two companions with him , whome hee entreated-t0 
ſuppe with him. But the old man anſwered him , Thar 
hee had more need to pray againſt che deſtruction of the 
Cine; andpiclencly ſhooke his Hand- kerchicte againſt one 
part ofthe Citie, and chen againſt another ; and being hard- 
ly entreared , forbore the reſt. Which hee had no ſooner 
done, but thoſe two parts of the Cine, tercibly ſhaken with 
an Earchquake, werethrowne tothe ground, and thouſands 
of men (laine, Which this good Citifen ſeeing , trembled 
exceedingly. To whom the old inanin white anſwered and 
ſayed, By rcaſon of charitie to the poore his houſe and Fami- 
lie were preſcrued. And preſently theſe three men (which no 
queſtion were Angels) vaniſhed our of ſight.. Thisſtorie S-- 
gebert mhis Chron, reporterh,” Aro 585. 

Philip Melanithon reporteth, That ina certaine village 
neere vnto the Citie,Sygnea, a woman ſent her ſonne znto the 
wood toferch home her kine,inthe meane whale, ſuch a ſnow 
fell that the bay cauld not returne homeagaine; his parents 
the next day (taking more care for the boy than tor thekine) 
went out to ſceke him z and withinthree dayes,found him 
in the middeft of the wood , ſiting in a fayre place where 
no ſnowe had fallen : They demaunded of him , Why hee 
made nor haſtehome : Hee anſwered, Thar hee carried c1ll 


it was eucning, becing incenlible both of the rime and - bi 
cold > 
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food or no? The boy anfwered, Thar a certaine man brought 
vnto him bread and cheeſe which hee did eat. Thus withour 
doubr the childe was preſcrucd by an Angell, and the man 
_ brought him the bread and checle was an Angell of 
God. s — 
Tiburtina rhe Gonernour of Arcciam, a Heathen man, 
forbad rwo Chriſtian brothers Pergentinrns and Laurentinus, 
co preach Chriſt : Firft, hce allured chem by flattering ſpee- 
ches, which when ir ſucceeded not, hee cauſed them to bee 
beaten with clubbes, Bur the armes of them that bear them, 
wereſe withcred, that they could not ſtrike a ſtroke : then hee 
went abouc to ſtaruethem in priſon, bur they were nouriſhed 
by:an Angell of God: After, hee commanded them to walke 
bare footed vpon burning coales, which they did without any 
ſenſe of hurt: Laſtly che Image of /pitey beeing brought vn- 
to them to worſhip, they calling vpon the name of Ieſus, the 
braſen Image reſolued into duſt ; whereupon many of che 
Heathen people forſooke their Idols, and turned vnto the 
faich of Chrift. This tory is written by aruline Spalaten- 
ſis lib. 1.cap.$. | 
In that batcell wherein /»das Aſachabew ouercame T imo- 

rhem, five men appearcdin golden Armpur, whereof two de- 
fended Aachabers, and the other three aſſaulted theenemies, 
the ſecond of Mathabees, Chapter the tetith. Likewiſe in the 
elcuench Chapter of the ſame booke, ir is declared how two 
men in goodly Armour and vpon white horſes fought for 
the Tewes againſt their eriemies, as Cafor and Pollnx were 
ſcene to fight for the Romancs againſt the Tufculans ; at the 
Lake Regillum. | | 
When the Locrians made warre with the Crotolians,there 

was ſeenerwo goodly young men vpon white horſes fighting 
for the Locrians; who as ſoone as the: viftorie was gotten, 
' were neuer ſcene more : which viRorie, at the fame inftanc 


that it was gotten, was declared at Arhens, Lacedemon, and 
Corinth, 
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Corinth ; places far diſtant from Locrisand Crothon. 587 

When Artila the King of the Hunnes, calling himſelfe the 
ſcourge of God, had with furious ragedeſtroyed and waſted 
many Ciries in Italy, hee came atlaft ro Rome, purpoling 
alſo todeſtroy it : But Pope Leothe Great, by the commande- 
ment of Ya/entinian the Empcrour, came out vnto him, and 
by his prayers and intreaties made him ſo milde, that preſenc- 
ly without doing any hurt hee returned into his owne Coun. 
trey. Heereupon, becing demaunded by his Nobles, Why hee 
ſhewed himfelfe ſo obedient to the Romane Biſhop, hee an<- 
ſwered, That it was. not in honour of che Pope, but that hee 
ſaw another man ſtanding by in Prieftly garments, threaten- 
ing him with a naked {word in his hand, vnlelle. hee would 
yecld vnto Pope Les, This doubtletſe was an angell prote- 
cting the citic of Rome from that crucll and merciletſe Enc-- 
mie.! 

Weread in theliuesof the Fathers, how a certaine religi- 
ous Chriftian was caft into priſon by the ſouldiers of 1ulian 
the Apoſtata;, whom when eApoloxius another godly Chri- 
{t1an camerovilit, the Centurioncait himalſo into priſon, to 
accompanie the other, and ſet ſouldiers to watch the priſon 
Icſt they ſhould eſcape: bur late in the night an angell of God 
was ſcene in a moſt cleere light and broke open the priſon 
dore: which being ſeene, the Watch fell downe before thoſe 
holy men,and the Centurion that night hauing his houſe ſore. 
ſhaken with ancarchquake, nd ſome of his feruants ſlaine , the: 
next morning came and delivered the two holy men our of: 
priſon with great trembling and feare.. 

Weercad in the lines of the Fathers, of one Copresa holy. 
man thac diſputed with Afanichee., and when hee could 
not purium downe in words it was agreed betweene them, 
Tir thetryall of che truch of cheir religion ſhould bee made 
by tive: whereupon a fire beeing made inthe market place,Co- 
pres wentinto ir, anditood a timein-it vuhurt, becing prote» 
:ed by the Angell of God ; then the 1amcbee refuling 00 

S. 
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doe the like, was thruſt into che middeft of che fire by the peo: 
ple, and was fo ſcortched, thar hee ſcarce eſcaped wrh his lite ; 
{0 that the people abhorring his wicked do&trine, thruſt hin 
outot the Citie;laying, This ſeducer burnerh aliue. 

Baratanes the King of Perſia made warre vpon the Ro- 
mancs : againſt whome Narſew the Emperours Generall, 
prepared an armie ; and when the Conſtantinopolitanes were 
in greatfeare, two Angels in Bythinia charged certaine men 
that went to Conſtancinople, to tell the ciriſens chat they 
ſhould giue themſeluesto praier & fafting, and fearenothing, 
tor they were ſent of God todefend the armie of the Romanes 
againft che Perſ1ans z which they didaccordingly : forthe Per- 
{1an arniie was defeated by Narſers, and the Saracens that 
came to helpe them in great mulcitudes were drowned in the 
_ Euphrates . This Socrares reporteth , Libr. 7. ( api- 
twls 18. 

Bur to come to examples of later memorie. Ael/anthor 
in his explication of the tenth Chapter of the prophelie of 
Danel, relateth a ſtorie of Grynexs atamous learned and god- 
ly man,who hauing offended the Biſhop of Vienna called Fa- 
ba, in a diſputation abour Religion,returned vnto his ſociates 
aſſembled rogether, whereof HMelantthon was one : where 
diſcourling of the diſputation berweene him and the Biſhop; 
I (fayth Mclanitthon) was called our of the chamber, to ſpeak 
with a certaine graue man of a venerable countenance and ha- 
bit, who told mee that wee ſhould 'romoone Gryners out of 
that place preſently,for che Sergeants were come to apprehend 
him, and to caſt him into priſon: whereupon wee preſently 
conducted him through the cicie, and brought him vnto the 
rivers ſide, where wee had him conueyed ouer into another 
Turiſdiion : and at our returneto the Inne, found that the 
Sergeants had beene there. Thus, ſaith Melanithorywee (ee 
that this graue old 1nan was an Angell of God,that came to 
prore& the good man from hisenemies. 


Intheyeare 2 5 3 9, not farre from Sitta in Germanie 1n 
the 
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the time of a great dearth,and fawine,a certaine godly matron 5 $9 
hauing two ſonnes,and deſtitute of all manner of ſuſtenance, 
went with herchildren to a certaine fountaine hard by, pray- 
ing vnto Almghtic God, chat hee would there *releeuetheir 
hunger by his infinite goodnelle : as ſhe was going, acertaine 
man met her by the way, and ſaluterh her kindly, and asked 
her whither (hee was going ; who confeſſed that ſhee was g0- 
ing tothat fountaine there, heping to bee relieued by God, to 
whome all chings are poſlible ; for if hee nouriſhed the Chil- 
dren of Iſraeli in the defart fourtie yeares, how is it hard for 
him co nouriſh mee and my children with a draught of water: 
and when ſhee had (poken theſe words, the man, (which was 
doubclellean angell of God)told her,that ſeeing her fayth was 

ſo conſtant,ſhee ſhould returne home, and there ſhould finde 
ſix buſhels of mcale torher and herchildren. The woman re- 
curning,found that true which was promiſed, 


In the yeare 1 5 5 8,a cruell tempeſt raged in Thuringea, 
beating downe houſes, pulling vp trees by the roots, and drow- 
ned by the violence of the water about fourtic perſons, men 
and women,Inthis fearctull inundation of waters, a notable 
and miraculous example ef Gods prote&tion by Angels ſhew- 
cd it ſelfe : for there was a woman newly brought to bed of a 
childe,drowned, but the infant lying ina cradle was carried 
with che violence of the water a great way off,and at laſt the 
cradle ſtopping at the bough of an apple tree, was faftened till 
the waters decreaſed and after diuers dayes was found a- 
hue. 

The like example of a childe miraculouſly preſerued in the 
waters , 1s deſcribed by Haſan in moſt clegant verſes ; 
the copie whereof you may read inche Hifſtoricall Theatre of 
Lonicerts Pag.1g6. 

Another childe at Friburge in Miſnia falling into theriuer 


was carried violently a great ſpace vntill it came vnto a Mill, 
where itſto 


pped and was nuraculoully taken vp aliue by Gods 
protecion,and his holy Angels. 


The 
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The like wee read of concerning another childe, miracu: 
louſly preſerued at Rotinberge, inthe yeare 1565, as Long- 
cer reporteth. 

I will adde one more of my owne knowledge,concerning 
an Infant, | 

In a Towne in Cambridge-ſhire, there was a craſie Stee« 
ple readie to fall, vader which a poore wonian with one 
childe, had builraliccle cottage,and lived thercin : it chan- 
ced that the Steepletell vponthat little cottage, the woman 
beeing 1n the cowne, andthe childe in the houſe: allmen 
ſuppoled that the childe had beene cruſhed to pieces ; but it 
pleaſed God by che proteQion of his holy Angels, that cer. 
caine picces of che Bel-freefel| crotle ouer the little cottage 
and kept of theſtones from hurting thechilde;which crying 
washeard,and they remouing the ſtones and rubbidge found 
thechilde aljuc, 

The like happened ar Huncingron ; where Saint Aaries 
Church, hauing a decayed Sceeple, the Pariſhioners ſet Ma- 
ſonsto repaire 1t zwho about Noone comming downe to 
their dinner , left certaine Children which were taught by 
che Miniſter, playing in the bodic of the Church, who had 
no ſooner runne intothe Chancell to their vietuals, but the 
Steeple tumbled downe into the Church, beating downe a 
greac part of the Church:withall,behold the wonderfull pro- 
rectionof God, if the Steeple had (allen vpon the Lords day, 
many hundreds had beenelaine; and if at any other time of 
cheday the Maſons and the children had all periſhed : but 
blefled bee the name of the Lord , for this fafe dehue- 
France. 

Another example wasrelated ynto mee by men of good 
credir,vpon their owne knowledge, how a certaine man ri- 
ding berweene two woods in a great tempeſt of thundering 
and lightening, rode vnder an Oake to ſhelter himſelfe ; but 
his horſe would by no mcanesftay vnder that Oake, win- 
ching, and kicking, and running away, whether his _ 

WOu 
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would or no : which his maſter perceiuing, went vitoano- «Fogr 
ther Oake hard by, where the horſe ſtaycd verie quietly : but 

they had not long ſtayd there, bur the firſt Oake with a grie- 

ous clap of thunder andlightening was corneall co fitters, 

and the man and horſe jn the other place eſcaped ſafely : Oh 

che wonderfull protetion of God,and that by the miniſteric 

of his holy angels! 

Intheyeare 156 5, (o great atempeſt of raineand waters 
aroſe at [(lebja,that it bare downe houſes before it;ir fell moſt 
violently vpon the houſe of one Bartheld Boge, ſo that it 
broke downe the fore-part of his houſe, where lay a childe 
inacradle ; which the father,with hazard of his life, brought 
foorth and carried into his adjoyning neighbors houſe : two 
other of his children endeauouring alſoro ſaue , hee tooke 
1n his armes to Carrie foorch of the houſe, but the rage of the 
water hindered him : ſo that they reſted vpon a beame,from 
whence the one of his children was violently taken out of 
his armes , and hee and the other beeing ſhaken from the 
poſt, were carred intothe Orchard ; where finding footing 
ſtood vp to the necke in the water, with the childe in his 
armes ; and looking about for his other childe, hee found it 
ſxting vpon a plece of timber, and comming towards him, 
which hee alſo cooke into his armes, and got vp into a high 
pile of wood, where hee reſted all night, none beeing able 
roaffoord hin1any helpe. The next morning,when the wa- 
ters weredecreaſed, hee came downeto looke for two other 
of his children which hee had lefc in an vpper part of the 
houſe, whome hee found faſt aſleepe ; now he had no ſooner 
caken chem from thence, bur chat part of the houſe fel down 
alſo : where wee may ſee a viſible ligne of Gods proteftion 
by his holy Angels, who not onely preſerued all the family, 
bu alſo keptthat parc of the houſe trom falling whercin the 
children lay ſleeping,vntill chey were broughtfoorth. 

Manie more cxarmples of this kind migh beer added ; but 


theſe ſhall ſuffice to ſhew Gods great prowdence towards his 
Quq cularen ; 
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$92 Children; whoas he punifheth the wicked with moſt ſevere 
Indgements, ſo hee proteerh thoſe that fearehim with ex. 
traordinarte prouidence by his' holy Angels : to ſhew 
the truth of that, which the OR (wag 
that They are miniftring —_ 
forth to wait wponthem who ſhall L- 
heyres of ſaluation Hebrews 
"as firſt, verſe foure- 


teenth, 
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